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THE 



FALL of ADAM, 9§c. 



H 



OW very difficult tnuft it be for an un- 
believer to give any tolerable account of the 
firft making of the world. 

We find ourfelves living on this globe of 
earth, but we none of us. know (except fo far 
as the Scriptures teach us) how it was formed, 
nor at what period of time. Has the earth been 
from everlafting ? That feems impoflTible, for it 
cannot have made itfelH Who made it then ? 
The Scriptures tell us it was God. But at what 
time ? About fix thoufand years ago, as we may 
gather from the Bible; and there are many rea- 
fons for thinking (though we will not here dwell 
on that point) that it is not unlikely to have 
exifled about fome fuch fpace. 

We will now fpeak briefly of the manner in 
which the world was made, and then proceed 
to our main fubjeft, which is, the formation o£ 
Adam 2nd his falL 



3 .:;. The Fall of Adam^ (3c. 

f ^ In the beginning," fays the Scripture, 
is, in the beginning of the hiftory of our 
" God created the hcaveps and the earth, 
the earth was without Form, and void, (th; 
it was without regular ihape or order^ 
darknefs was on the face of the deep, an 
Spirit of God moved on the face of the wj 
And God faid, Let there be light, and 
was light; and God faw the light that it 
good : and God called the light, day, anc 
darknefs called he night : and the evenint 
the morning were the firft day." 

The world having been thus made and brc 
into order on the firft day, God proceede 
the fecond to make the firmament, that is 
air or atmofphere, by which " he dividd 
waters, which w^ere on the earth, froiT 
watry clouds which were above it." 

On the third day, (the earth having be 
yet covered over with one univerfal lea 
waters were commanded to "gather thcml 
together into one place, fo that the dry 
might appear ;" and at the fame time the 
and herbs were crea.tcd. 

On the fourth day, God made thofe ' 
great lights; the fun, or the greater ligh 
rule the day, and the moon, or the leffer i 
to rule the night. He made the ftars alfo. 

On the fifth, all thofe living creatures, v 
either fwim in the fea, or fly in the air, 
i-aJJcd ij)to exiftence. 
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The Fall of Adam^ 0c. 3 

And on the fixtb, the csttle and living t]iin{j5 
which walk or creep on the earth. 

And now, lad of all, v/as made man, the lord 
i>f this wonderful creation. 

There was evidently a plan in this procedure 
of the Almighty. The earth was firft made, 
and next the animals, and then man; juftas a 
houfe is firft built and fet in order, and then the 
inhabitant walks into it. 

But let us here take notice of the manner in 
which the making of man is fpoken of. When 
God made the light, he faid merely, " Let 
there be light, and there was light." When he 
' made the beafts, he faid only, " Lei the earth 
bring forth the living creature after his kind;" but 
when man was about to be created, the Alniinhtv 
is rcprefentedas faying, '* Let us make man in 
our image, and after our likenefs;" and it is 
added, '^ Let him have dominion over the fifii 
of the fea, and over the fowl of the air, an-l 
over the cattle, and over all the earth. So Gr.) 
created man in his own image; in the image i.f 
God created he him ; male and female created 
he them." 

What a being of dignity tlicn is man 1 he 
was created in the very image of I^is Maker, and 
after his likcncf:= ! The powers (?f tliouglu, of 
rcafon, of iujagination, and c.f nicrr/o:v, an* 
wonderful powers; ihcy arc poruillcd hy the 
Creator in their full perfc^ciior.. and they !:ave 
been communicated in a fuiiable OiCyc^ vo t^vr\ 
the creature ailo^ tho ugli not iu\"v\;c ir»c.^v:.c^ vo 
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4 The Pall of Adam^ (3c. 

the brutes. Let it then be remembered, that 
all thefe befpeak the divine original of man. 
But that remarkable expreflion, of his being 
" made in the image of God," feems alfo evi- 
dently to imply, that man was at firft made like 
to God, in refpeft to purity and holihefs. The 
devils, no doubt, poflefs much of thofe powers 
of reafon and thought, and imagination and 
memory, which were fpoken of; and if man, 
while he was endowed with thefe, had been 
created in a ftate of wickednefs, he might then 
more properly have been faid to be made in the 
likenefs of the devil, than in the holy likenefs 
of his Creator, God then made man upright. 
When our firft fordather came out of his 
Creator*5f hands, he was pure and holy like Him 
that made hiAi. *' He was created," as the 
apoftle expreffes it, " after the image of God 
in rightcoirfne fs and true holinefs." 

Here let my readers flop to contemplate the 
pleafing fubjeft of this fair creation of God. 
We read that God now " looked down on every 
thing which he had made, and behold it was 
very good ;" that is, every thing anfwered the 
end for which it was created, and every thing , 
was perfeO: in its kind. The earth was not that 
difordered place, which fince the fall it has be- 
come. The herbs and the trees yielded freely 
their increafe. Blight, and mildew, and famine, 
and fcarcityy and poverty, and want, were as 

j^e£ unknown. Death had wol ^ex. ^uxex^d ^nv^K . 

^'^^ attendant train of fortovcs, ^\0^vi^Si^% «xA 



The Fall of Adam^ (ic, 5 

pains. Adam and his partner pve dwelt peace- 
fully in the garden of Eden, which they were 
employed to cultivate. All nature fmiled around 
them, and was dred, no doubt, in its mod 
beautiful attire. Every thing was exaftly fuited 
to afford them happinefs; and this favored pair, 
without angry paflions, without undue fclfifh- 
nefs, without anxiety or diflruf}, and without 
murmur or complaint, enjoyed the good which 
God had given ihem, and lived in favour with 
their Maker. 

But we have now to dcfcribe a moft melan- 
choly change in their condition. It had plcaled 
the all-wife Creator, when he made man, to ap- 
point a certain trial for him, which was meant 
to ferve, no doubt, as a tefl of his love and 
obedience. His trial confided in his being for- 
bidden to eat of one tree ftanding in the middle 
of the garden of Eden, which was called, the 
iree of the knowledge of good and evil, while 
the fruit of all the red of the trees might be 
freely eaten. 

We have all of us our trials fomewhat in the 
fame manner now ; thus, for indance, we may 
cat the food which is our own, and which is 
wholcfome for us; we may take the red which 
is ncccfTary to refrefn the body; we may in- 
dul^c our natural affeflions and inclinations in 
the manner which God has ordained; but then 
v;c rnud not carry any thing to excefs; and 
there arc a number of things which we mud in 
no cafe do. Oh ! let us remember N^\vtYv \;e: 

JB 2 



G The Fall of Adam, ^c. 

fee fome forbidden plcafure within our reach, 
ihat we are not 'to touch it ; but that it is placed 
there for the trial of our faith, juft as the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil was placed 
within the fight of Adam's eye, and within the 
reach of his arm, 

" And God faid to Adam, In the day that 
thou eateft thereof thou fhalt furely die." 

The Scriptures proceed to tell us, that Eve 
was firft tempted by the ferpent, (namely, by 
the devil, as is commonly fuppofed) who faid 
to her, in direft contradiftion to God, that if 
fhe and her hufband fhould eat of the forbidden 
fruir, " they fliould not die, but fhould become 
as gods, knowing good and evil." — She then 
feeing that the fruit was fair, and much to be 
defired to make one wife, gathered fome of it, 
and gave it to her hufband, which he did eat." 

Oh! wretched Adam, how art thou now 
fallen ! thou haft believed the enemy of God, 
inftead of God himfelf, being tempted to this 
crime by her who was made to be a help-meet 
for thee ! how is thy gold become drofs, and 
ihine honor laid in the duft, and thy glory dc- 
parted from thee ! 

Adam, by this acl, renounced his allegiance 
to God, and broke the condition on which the 
favor of his Maker had been fufpended; and, 
therefore, the curfe which had been threatened 
remained now to be executed — " In the day that 
rliou eateft thereof, it has been faid, thou fhalt 
^urdy die, " Thofe words mu& iv^c^flfaxvl^ h^ 
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Tht Fall of Adam, C3c. 7 

underflood to imply, that he fliould forfeit his 
natural life, and be deprived of that happy ilate 
of exiftence, which, while obedient, he was en- 
titled to enjoy; and that, inftcad of this, he 
fhould come uuder the curfc of God. Here 
alfo the New Teftament comes in aid, and 
teaches us that " fin having thus entered the 
world, and death by fin, death in this manner 
paffed upon all men, for that all have finned; 
and that through this one man, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation," 

Thus did Adam fail ; by aiming to be as God, 
he lofl even his former rank as man, and by 
wickedly liflening to the temptation of the devil, 
he appears to have become a fnarcr in his guilt, 
and confequently alfo in his condemnation. 

Soon after this event, cur firft parents are de- 
fcribed as afhamed to meet the eye of God when 
he appeared to them, as he was wont to do, in 
the garden; they hid thcmfelves among the 
trees, and faid that they had firlt afhamed, be- 
caufe they were naked. Sin and fliame, it may 
be remarked, entered into the world together. 

" And the Lord God faid, Haft thou ea^en 
of the tree whereof I commanded thcc that ihou 
fliouldft not eat ? And the man faid, the v;oman 
whom thou gavefl to be with me, fhe gave me 
of the tree,, and I did eat." 

It feems as if Adam, by this expreffion, meant 
fpartly to cafl the blame on God who had given 
him the woman that had proved his tempter^ and 
he certainly cads the blame pari\y culi»NC^\\\v\ivs: 



S The Fall of Adam^ 0c. 

fhe in the fame felf-juftifying fpirit, replies to 
God, when he charges her* with the guilt, " The 
ferpent beguiled me and I did eat." 

Our firft parents, as we may plainly fee, were 
now become poor guilty finners : they were dif- 
pofed to palliate and juftify their crime, and thus 
to add fm to fiii, juft as is the way with all wick- 
ed people now. They alfo became, after this 
time, full of the dread of God, inftead of the 
love of Him, and difpofcd to fay to him, as 
Peter did to pur Saviour when firll called to by 
Him, "Depart from me^ for I am a finful man 
O Lord." 

God immediately proceeds to pronounce the 
following curfe on them : " Unto the woman he 
faid, I will greatly multiply thy forrow, and thy 
conception; in forrow fhalt thou bring forth 
children, and thy defire flialt be to thy hufband, 
and he fhall rule over thee." — And unto Adam he 
faid, *' Becaufe thou haft hearicened to the voice 
of thy wife, and haft eaten of the tree whereof I 
commanded thee that thou fhouldft not eat, 
curfed is the ground for thy fake; in forrow flialt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life ; thorns alfo 
and thirties fliall it bring forth to thee, and thou 
flialt eat the herb of the field. In the fvveat of 
thy face flialt thou eat bread till thou return un« 
to the ground, for out of it waft thou taken, for 
duft thou art, and unto duft flialt thou return." 
" And the Lord fent him forth from the land of 
Eden to till the ground from whence he was 
r^Ac/2, So he drove out the man^ aud he placed 
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at the eafl: of the garden of Eden, cherubims 
and a flaming fword, which turned every way 
to keep the way of the tree of life," 

Such is the hiftory of the fall ; and O how 
has iniquity ever fince prevailed in the world. 
Cain, the firft born fon of Adam, became the 
murderer of his brother. The whole earth is 
faid, prefently after, to have been " filled with 
violence." " God looked down on the children 
of men, to fee if there were any that were righ- 
teous, but all flefli had corrupted his way before 
the Lord, and every imagination of man's heart 
was only evil continually, infomuch th'it the 
Almighty is faid (fpeaking after the manner of 
men) to have grieved him at his heart, and to 
have repented that he had m-side man." 

After bearing with the rebellious offspring of 
Adam for about two thoufand years, it pleafed 
God to drown the world with a flood, the fa- 
mily of Noah alone being excepted, v/ho was 
found righteous. The great cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah were, after this, deflroyed for 
their wickednefs; and fo were Tyre and Sidon 
in ftili later times. 

In order that true religion might be maintain- 
ed, at lea ft among one people, God fcparatcd 
to himfelf the Angle nation of the Jev.s, and 
made a covenant with them, and gave them his 
laws, and wrought many miracles among them, 
But fo corrupt is every where the naiutc o? iKx^Vk, 
iba^ even the Jews provoked him to \?i^\Jcv^ ^tA 
f proved rebellious and unbelieving. 
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At length it pleafed God, in his infinite mercy, 
to fend into this loft and ruined world, his Son 
Jefus Chrift, as he had foretold he would do,. 
even at the very time of the fall of Adam ;^ for 
when that curfe, which has been already fpoken 
of, was denounced, God, who, in the midft of 
judgment, remembers mercy, was pleafed tode* 
clare, that " the feed of the woman Qiould bruife 
the ferpent's head ;" a ptomife which implied, . 
that one fprung from the woman fhould come to 
deftroy the power of the ferpent, or evil fpirit, 
and to triumph over him. 

The Jews had become fo wicked, at the time 
of Chrift. that, inftead of welcoming him as their 
Saviour,, t!iey even put him to death. Having 
thus filled up the mcafure of their iniquities^ their 
city was taken, ana trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles, their people were led captive, or deftroyed, . 
and they !iave become a by-word and a proverb 
among the nations unto this day, as had been 
foretold. 

But have then the other nations of the world ' 
been better than the Jews? No, the heathens 
arouiid them were fo wicked and abominable, 
that the Jews were ordered to cut them off. And 
even fince the publifiiing of Chriftianity in the 
world, how has v;ickednefs prevailed ! R'ead 
whjtevxr hiftory you will, you will read an ac- 
count of h:il$^ elfe than the vices and follies of 
our race. What a wicked world is it that wc 
/'Vc j!j at this hour ! Hov? diSex^'AX. ^\ota v\\3.t 
^caccful^ happy paradife, \sV\e\v\«^^ V^^vv^^ 
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efcribed ! Well may it be faid, that " the 
wrn and the thiftle have grown up in it." 
Ivery where, alas! we Ico proofs of the fall; 
or v^hatiareall the prefent wars among nations, 
ogether with the bloody revolutions which take 
ilace in ftates; what are all the conflifts for 
)Ower among the great, and all the complaining 
ind repining among perfons of low degree; what 
ire the feuds and quarrels in private families; 
ivhat the malice and evil fpeaking, the fraud and 
lying, the impurity and the drunkenncfs, the ir- 
religion and profanenefs, as well as the corrup- 
tion even to Chriftianity itfclf — what are all 
lbe{e but fo many confequenccs of the fall of 
Adam, and fo manyproofs of that corrupt nature 
has defcended to all his children. 

And as the world has become finfu],'no won- 
der that it has become miferable alfo. It is dif- 
treffed, at this day, with fo many evils, bccaufe 
it has fo much that is olFcnfive to God in it. It 
is one part of his appointment, that men's own 
evil palfions fhall be a plague both to themfelves 
and to each other. Death alfo has been fent in- 
to the world; for ever fince the days of Adam, 
that fcntence has been executing, " Duft thou 
art, and unto duft flialt thou return." And what 
forrows anddifeafes have been brought in toge- 
ther with death ! What pangs of the dying, what 
affliQion for the furviving friends! And above 
all, what terrors of confcience, and what a me- 
lancholly foreboding of a day of future ^vxA^- 
ffieii/ atilicl our guilty race ! 
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The ftory wc have now told of the fall ( 
and of the corruption which has followe 
it,, ftands in the firft pages of our Bible ; 
the way to all Chriftian truth, and witho 
our other religious knowledge will be < 
ufe. But how (hall we ever learn the m 
of any change in our chara£i;er and cor 
nnlefs we firft know, that the natural { 
which we find ourfelves, as children of A 
altogether fallen and corrupt. *' They t 
whole," fays our Saviour, '' need not a 
cian; but they that are fick." — ^^ I came 
call the righteous, ^that is them that thinly 
felves righteous,) out finners to repen 
We muft know that we are finners, or w 
never repent and receive thegofpel; ji 
man muft know that he is fick, or he wil 
go to the phyfician for his cure. " We n 
bom again;" — we have '^ an old man" 
us, which muft be put ofF; and we muft 
that " new man, which, after God, is ( 
in righteoufnefs and true holinefs." 
• I know that many arc not aware, that t 
this natural corruption in them; but the re; 
it is, that they have not examined carefu 
fcriptures, nor obferved fufficiently the e^ 
is in the world, whofe fafhions, probabl] 
follow, nor looked ftriftly into their own 
Such perfons, in fhort, have no juft difcer 
of right and wrong, and are far from j \ 
every thing to be evil which God judges 
^. I fay^ therefore^ klO[\tfe^to^\^\v3 
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fcriptures. Other books varnifli over the fins 
of men, and flatter the world that it is better 
than it is ; for the writers of them partake in the 
common blindnefs and corruption : But the 
fcriptures, which are the word of God, and which 
were written by men who were moved by the 
Holy Ghoit alone, fpeak the truth. The fcrip- 
tures give the true piflure. — They relate the 
hiftory of the world, and the hiftory they give, 
is little elfe than the hiftory of that controvcrfy, 
which God has had with man ever fince the fall 

(of our firft parent. Nay, the Bible, even in de- 
fcribing the beft of men, defcribes them as ac- 
knowledging their own natural corruption, and 
as faying, with one voice, that they were " born 
in fin, and (hapen in iniquity," and that they 
" were by nature children of wrath, even as 
others." 

But above all, let thofe, who are not aware 
of the corruption of their own nature, ftudy the 
law. of God. Let them examine thcmfelves by 
each of the ten commandments, explained as 
cur Saviour has taught us to explain them, and 
a* will be made to appear in fome of the folio w- 
:% rrafts. The ftudy of the law of God will 
^t fail, unlefs we are wilfully blind, to teach 
flfTtbe fame leflbn which the fall of Adam, and 
|mfch the hiftory of the world, both ancient and 
i^Kjiern, unite to teach us ; I mean the fmfulnefs 
(K^pur prefent nature, and the necefli*y which 
*l'lifenfce arifcs for that redemption, which Vv^^ V^vicxv 
^tsJ^'ideS for us by Jefiis Chrift. oux luOxdi- Y w 
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let no one complain, that the do£lrine of the fall 
is gloomy and uncoAifortable ; Chrift has taken 
away the gloom of it through the lively hopes, 
and through all the means of grace which he fets 
before us in his gofpel ; for Chrift is the fecond 
Adam. As Adam brought upon us the curfe, 
fo Chrift has come down to us with the blefDng; 
and " as in Adam all die, even fo in Chrift ftiall 
all be made alive." — " The firft man was from 
the earth earthy, the fecond was the Lord from 
heaven ;" and, therefore, if we are Chriftians, 
we may joyfully fay, that " as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, fo alfo ftiall we bear 
the image of the heavenly." 

In all our religious enquiries. Ictus, therefore, 
be fure that we take this knowledge of the fall 
for our foundation, and then we ftiall proceed 
fafely, and build fecu rely ; whereas, they who 
fet out in religion with the vain notion of the 
natural goodncfs of their hearts, do but deceive 
themfelves with a falfe philofophy, and indulge 
their own pleafing dreams in defiance both of 
fcripture and of experience. 



NO A H's FLOOD. 

JN O \H was an inftance of a righteous man- 

livin^T i .. the midft of a very wicked generation.' 

Though the world, which is now about fix 

tboufdnd years old, had bceu ctc;x\^5). ov\^ ^Wwt 
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one thoufand years at the time of Noah's birth, 
it was probably then very full of inhabitants, for 
as the life of the fame man lafted often for eight 
or nine hundred years, many generations may 
be fuppofed to have flourilhed together. Adam 
himfelf was alive at the fame time with Noah's 
father, and he died only a fliort tinie before the 
birth of Noah, fo that our lirft forefather muft 
have fcen a very numerous, and (what was ex- 
tremely diftrefling) a very depraved pofterity. 
He muft have beheld his children's children 
corrupting onr another, and making a rapid 
progrefs in iniquity. It pleafcd God, however, 
to preferve a chofen feed in the family of Scth, 
from whom alfo the Saviour was to come, of 
which line of dcfcendants it is faid, that " a 
bleffing was in it," 

But did this peculiar feed all walk uprightly 
in the fight of God ? Ah! how difficult it is to 
live unfpotted from the world ! Even thefe w^ere 
infefted with the general corruption; and it feems 
as if the want of leparation between t^.e profef- 
fors of religion, and ihe open finners, had haften- 
ed the deftrudtion of ihe earth ; for we read that 
*' the fons of God," (by v/hich thofe who feem- 
ed to be 6f the true reli,^icin are very naturally 
fuppofed by ni'^iny to have b:f^n iruciiclcd^ *• favv- 
the dai:.;hters of men that tlioy w re fair, and 
took to thcni wives of all which ihey chofe." 
A general carek ffnei's about the religious cha- 
racler c^f fhofc with whom the profelfors of reli- 
gion intermarried, ariling from ai\ uv\id\.X'd\v.^^ 
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^i^t6iif)^jQT their perfons, appears to be given 

as a realbn why matters fo foon came to that 

Ircadrul pafs in which we arc now to defcribe 

iem. The few who retained the knowledge of 

.'Cod, probably difcovered little zeal, and were 
fcarccly to be diltinguiihed from others, or at 
lead men were ftrangcly drawn afide into world- 

- ly compliances. 

But while fin was thus advancing with rapid 

. ftrides, did not God notice, or behold it? Yes; 
he often made himfclf known in thofe days by 
figns and judgments; " My Spirit," he alfo 
fays, " fhall not always flrivc with man," It ap- 
pears then, that the Spirit of God drives even 
with the mofl: profligate finners ; and, in another 
place, the " patience of Cod" is reprefehted ai 
" well nigh wearied out in the days of Noah." 
Yet behold his long-fulFering ! Still he allows 
Yuen a refpite of an hundred and twenty years^ 
during which period he waits upon them with 
ibfFers of mercy. He warna before he ftrikcs, 
:and thus proves that he " willeth not the death 
of the finner," and that his deftruftion is of 
himfeif. 

It is now faid, that ^* Cod faw that the wick* 
cdnefs of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually." Is not this defcrip- 
tion too ftrong ? ^ Ought not fome further evi- 
dence of it be given ? My anfwer is, " Cod 
faw it." The men themfclves, no doubt, did 
not fee hy and if we could fup^ofc them to have 
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bad hiftorians of their own, thefe, .slo doubt, 
would not have mentioned it, but God's telti- 
mony is better than that of a thoufand witneires* 
Such then being the ftate of mankind, wh<*, 
can wonder to hear the determination of a holy 
God to deftroy the earth with its inhabitants, 
and to leave a monument of his awful juftice 
for the warning and inftruClion of every age 
that was to follow. 

But are none exempted from this general 

charge of iniquity ? Yes, here is an individual 

feleQcd for our notice. It is faid that " Noah 

found grace in the eyes of the Lord." The 

moll honorable teftimony is given of him in 

fcripture ; he is faid to have been " a juft man, 

and perfeft in his generations;" which does not 

mean that he was without fault, for we read in 

another place of his being a£lually overtaken 

by fin, but it means tliat he was a fincere or 

complete and confiftent charafter, uncorrupted 

by the wickednefs that prevailed in his own time. 

It is alfo faid in another place, that " he walked 

with God," he \vas mindful of him, accuftomed 

to pray to him, regarding God in all he did; he 

. was alfo zealous in his caufe, for he was *^ a 

preacher," as well as an example " of rightcouf- 

ji^-nefs;" and while the " long^uffering of God" 

> waited on the finners around him, Noah was 

■'. railed up for the fpecial purpofe of inftrufling 

and rebuking them, and warning them of their 

approaching deftruftion. 

But while we admire his undauvU^d co>\\^%^^ 

C a 
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let us afk burfelves whether we are equallj cou-. 
rageous in the fame caufc, and while we c6m^! 
mend Noah for renouncing and reproving. 8i^ 
works of darknefs, though licenfed by generafi 
cuftoiti, whether we equally renounce and re*** 
prove the evils which are now commonly prac- 
tifed. If the.fafhion of the times will juttify us, 
furely it might have juftified Noah alfo. 

But let us next fpeak of the period of the de- 
luge, and of the favor Iliewn to this eminent 
perfon. God condefcended.to rfeveal to him the 
tremendous purpofe of dcftroying all flefh by a 
flood of water; " faying unto Noah, the end of 
all flefh is before me;" yet he enters into cove* 
nant with him, to fave him and his little family 
from the general ruin. 

The method of deliverance, with all the cir- 
cumftances of it, was of divine appointment. 
The Lord himfelf direfted Noah to prepare an 
ark of immenfe fize, which might contain his 
houlehold, and a fmall remnant of all other 
creatures, for the prefervation of their different 
fpecies. In this building the various animals, 
with fufificient provifion for their fupport, were 
to ride in fafety, while one common defolation 
fwept away the inhabitants of the eartn, with all 
its furniture. ..; 

Behold then the faith and obedience of Noah,. : 
for which he is mentioned as a bright example 
to all fucceeding ages ! An infpired writer has 
told us, that " he believed God." ^^Hy faith, 
Noah being warned of God^ of things not fecn 
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as yet, prepared an ark to the faving of his 
houfe, by the which he condemned the world, 
and became heir of the righteoufnefs which is 
by failh." 

Aletbinks I fee him with ftedfaft countenance 
and determined ftep, proceeding amidft the pro- 
fane ridicule of furrounding multitudes; to pre- 
pare materials for the ark, and to engage work- 
men in this ftrange a»id arduous employment, 
while at the fame time he reproves that wicked 
generation, warns them of their danger, and de- 
nounces, if they repent not, the approaching 
judgments of God upon them, Inftead of re- 
fpefting his faith, they fmile at his credulity, and 
fcornfully turn away from this venerable man 
of Cod. Year after year, however, he purfucs 
his work. Year after year they taunt him with 
his folly, and amufe themfclves with ovcilook- 
ing the vaft building as it proceeds. " Surely," 
fay they, " he is a man of a ftrange fancy, or of 
a gloomy imagination, or of a diiturbcd brain ; 
he is forward, troublefome and cenforious, al- 
ways reprefenting our conduft in the molt wick- 
ed and abominable light." The world, they in- 
fift, is not fo wicked as he pretends. Fathers and 
children join in deriding him. High and low, 
rich and poor, men and maidens, equally for- 
getful of God, and worldly and unbelieving, 
comfort, each other that they are in the right, 
and that fuch a goodly inultitudc as ilicy fcem 
to make, cannot be altogether wicked, and cx- 
pofcd to one general judgment, 



It is hete worthy of obfervation, that the ( 
mon order of the world does not feem to 1 
been overthrown at the time of which w^ 
fpeaking, for it is very poflible, for the fi 
of fooiety to be held together, even whei 
irreligion and corruption of man is extrei 
great. It is true, indeed, we read " thai 
earth was filled with violence ;" for when 
paffions of men are not reftrained by rdi] 
much violence,^ both in their language and 
duft, is apt to follow of courfe. One 
feature in their character, appears, howeve 
be their being quite fwallowed up by the 
fures and concerns of this life ; for the fcri j 
fpeaks of them at that time, as eating and d 
ing, and marrying, and being given in marri 
evidently implying, that their whole time 
thoughts were engaged in thofe things, and 
by the means of thefe they were led to f< 
God, and to negleft the warnings which 
fent unto them. 

Let us next view Noah entering into the 
according to the commandment which God 
given him: " He, and his fons, and his 
wives, becaufe of the waters of the flood 
beads alfo, and of fowls, and of creeping th 
there went in two and two, male and femal 
God commanded Noah. And it came to 
after feven days, that the waters of the f 
were upon the earth, and all the fountains o 
great deep were broken up, and the wind 
o/' hca yen were opened/' 
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But while we accompany Nbah into the ark, 
let us turn our eyes to the multitudes who re- 
mained without, of whom^^no doubt he took his 
leave, with many painful fcnfations. 

What a wonderful and tremendous fcenc ! 
Oh! the lamentations and bitter cries of thou- 
fands now perifhing by that very calamity, the 
kind notices of' which, thcv had re fu fed to at- 
tend to, or had prefumptuoufly derided. Many 
of Noah's dear relations were included in this 
number. What anguifh muft he have felt for 
them; but in vain! they had dcfpifed his warn- 
ing, their day of grace was paft, and he couW 
afford them no relief. 

And now the rain overflows the meadow^:, 
and the whole ir-nltitude, feck, no doubt, jhe 
fifing ground; but the waters 'increafc upon 
them. A few, probably, reach the mountains, 
and they truft that, at leaft, the highelt rocks on 
the mountain -tops fliall fave them. " But the 
waters prevail exceedingly, and all the higli 
hills that were under the whole heaven, were 
covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the waters 
prevail, and the mountains were covered. And 
all flefh died that moved upon the earth, both- 
of fowl, and of cattle, and of beaft, and of every 
creeping thing that creepeth on the earth, and 
every man ; and Noah only remained alive, and 
they that were with him in the ark." 

It is no unimportant remark, that the truth of 
ihisftory, of which we have thus given the plain 
fcripturaJ account^ is confirmed by a ^^ucv^ oi 



22 Noah's Flood. 

ftriking circumftances, not neceffary here to 
mentioned; and alfo by the feveral traditions 
various and diftant nations, differing, indeed, 
their religion, but agreeing iii their account 
an ancient general dduge. 

And (hould we not-^feel terror for oiirfelv. 
while we contemplate thefe etFeQs of the divi 
vengeance ? Who can ftand before this he 
Lord God ? We fee here, that the God w 
threatens, will alfo execute his threatenings, a 
that though hand join in hand, the wicked fh 
not go unpunifhed. 

But a pleafing"proIpefl: opens itfelf to righteo 
Noah, " for God remembered Noah, and eve 
living thing with him in the ark,- and made 
wind to pafs over the earth, and the waters we 
afluaged, and the ark refted on the mountai 
of Ararat; and in the tenth month, the firft d 
of the month, were the tops of the mountai 
fecn." Noah now fends forth a raven, and ; 
terwards a dove, from the window of the ar 
but ^* the dove," as yet, " could find no n 
for the fole of her foot, and returned into t 
ark;'* and again, "after other feven days, 
?!'' fends forth the dove" again. " And the do 
came into him in the evening, and lo, in h 
mouth was an olive leaf plucked off, fo th 
Noah knew that the waters were abated fro 
off the earth." What a pleafing confidem 
Vould he now feel of his deliverance ! Wher 
ever indeed he turned his eyes, he would i! 
the de vacation which fm had made; nor cs 
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B be fuppofed to have refleSed, without un- 
tterable anguifh^ on the multitudes that had 
eriftied in their iniquities ; yet a fenfe of gra- 
itude for his own wonderful efcape, feems to 
lave overpowered him, and to have fwallowed 
ip, for the time, every other concern. He 
begins the new duties of the life which had been 
preferved to him, by an aft of folemn worlhip 
to his preferver. 

'' Noah builded an altar unto the Lord, and 
took of every clean beaft, and offered burnt 
offerings on the altar." 

Sacrifices, no doubt, had been originally ap- 
pointed by God, for the fake of Ihewing forth 
that great atonement, which, in due time, was 
to be made through the facrifice of Jefus Chrift, 
^ that Iamb of God, which taketh away the 
ifins of the world," by whofe blood, and not by 
the blood of bulls and goats, the iniquities of 
jincn were to be pardoned, and the true worfliip- 
jpcrs were to be brought nigh to God. 

And the Lord faid, " I will not again curfe 

le ground any more for man's fake, for the 

pagination of man's heart is evil from his youth, 

tither will I again fmite any more every living 

|4ing as I have done. While the earth re- 

maineth, feed time and harved, and cold and 

jleat, and fummer and winter, and day and 

Ught fhall not ceafe. 

" And God faid, I do fetmy bow in the cloud, 
[tad it fliall be for a token of a covenant beVvse^Vi 
)tMnd the earth. And it fhall come to v^^^> 
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that when I bring a cloudover the earth, th 
the bow fhall be Teen in the cloud ; and I w 
look upon it, that I may remember the ev€ 
lafting covenant between God and every Uyi; 
creature of all flefh that is on the earth." 

Thus were the tokens of God's mercy givi 
immediately after He had 'been difplaying 1 
raoft awfttl vengeance, and if we are walking 
he fteps of Noah, we may look on the rainbo 
even to this day, with confidence and joy, t 
caufe it is a figh of fccurity, not from a flood 
waters only, but from all the eiFe6ls of t 
wrath of God. It is fpoken of in the book 
Revelations, as the peculiar emblem which ft 
rounds our Saviour; for when he is defcribi 
as " fitting on his throne," it is faid, " there w 
a rainbow round about the throne," implyin 
that as God was true to his promife made 
Noah, both delivering him from a flood of w 
ters, and no more drowning the world for t 
fins of meji, fo alio would be be true to tt 
everlafting covenant, made through JefusChri 
who is indeed the Saviour as is promifed in t 
Scripture, of thofe who put their truft in hii 
And it is faid in like manner in Ifaiah, for i 
comfort of each individual, who fliallbefoui 
among God*s faithful people; ** for this is 
tb|B waters of Noah unto me : for as I ha 
ft?Qrn that the waters of Noah ffiould no mo 
go over the earth, fo have I fworn that I wou 
not be wroth with thee. For the mountains ihj 
depart^ and the hiWsbc letofex^idL'', V\v\tt^ Vvo 
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ncfs fliall not depart from thee, neither fllall the 
covenant of thy peace be removed, faith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee." 



I think we may reduce the whole inftruSion 

to be gained from this awful aflFefting Itory, to 

, thefe two heads ; I mean we may learn the 

"feverity** of God, on the one hand, and hii 

" goodnefs" on the other. 

Men are not apt to believe, that God will 
be true to his word, efpecially in refpeft to his 
threatenings againft the wicked. They clioofe 
to conceive of him, as fome eafy being who, 
becaufe he is merciful, will either not puniOi at 
all, or will not punifh feverely ; or atleaft, will 
not extend his punifhment to any great number 
of his creatures ; and when the preachers of 
righteoufnefs (land up like Noah, and declare, 
in the very words of Scripture, his eternal judg- 
ments on all the wickeo, multitudes are apt 
to think they will never come to pals, and they 
treat the preachers much as this wicked and un- 
believing world treated Noah before them. But 
the hiftory which has now been given, fhews 
that God is not the fort of being he is fuppofed 
to be, and affords a full anfwer to this dani^et^Q^s 
delufion. ** For if God fpared nQt tM-pId 
world, but faved Noah, the eighth perfoinii a ^ 
preacher of righteoufnefs, bringing in the flood " 
upon the world of the ungodly •, av\0)L \>v\\tv\\\?^ 
the cities of Sodom and GomortaVv "\vao ;x^^%i 

D 
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condemned ihem with an overthrow, makinj 
them an example unto thofe, that after fhouli 
live ungodly. The Lord knoweth how to de- 
liver the godly out of temptation, and to referve 
the unjuft unto the day of judgment, to be pu. 
nifh'ed/' 

Such is the argument drawn by the apoftic 
Peter, from thefe ancient judgments, and it if 
very remarkable that our Saviour himfelf maka 
nearly the fame ufc, though in a ftill ftrongei 
way, of tbcfe well known and famous events, 
explaining by the means of them, the furprifc 
and confternation which will overtake not th( 
few profligate and more abandoned only, but the 
worldly-minded and car€lefs,.and unbelieving \i 
the day of judgment. And is it not then impor- 
tant, as well as truly charitable, to warn mer 
plainly of thefe fayings of that Saviour, whafi 
Dame we all profcfs to reverence, and in the trutl 
of whofe words, how fliall we refufe to truft ! 
For are not many perfons apt to live at their eafe. 
up to the hour of their death, who are by nc 
means religious, and who are no more afraic 
that a day of wrath is coming, than the world o; 
unbelievers were on the day before the flood. ] 
fay again, therefore, let fuch attend to our Sa 
viour's defcription of the furprife which will ofk 
day overtake perfons of this defcription. 

" As were the days of Noah, fo alfo,'' fay; 

Chrift, " Ihall the coming of the Son of Mar 

be. For 9s in the days iVv^i \4txe before th( 

iloody they were eating^ ai\dA\mVYc\'^^\v\^\x>j\^^ 
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and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark, and knew not, until the 
flood came and took them all away ; fo fliall alfo 
the coming of the Son of Man be. Likewife, 
alfo as it was in the days of Lot, they did cit, 
they drank, they bought, they fold, they planted, 
they builded. But the fame day that Lot went 
out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimftone from 
heaven, Und dcflroyed them all. Even thus 
fliall it be in the day wheil the Son of Man is 
revealed." 

But on the other hand, let the humble arid 
fearful Chriftian learn from another part of the 
fame (lory, to trufl: in the Almighty grace and 
goodnefs; for as the thrcatenings ofGodarefu're 
to the wicked, fo alfo arc his.promifes fure to . 
them that unfeignedlv repent, and believe in 
Jefus Chrift. They'fhall be fafe amidft all 
dangers. When " that great and terrible day of 
the Lord" fhall come, "in which the elements 
fliall melt with fervent heat, and the earth, with 
all her works thereof, fhall be burnt up," they 
having committed their fouls into the hands of 
Chrift, having believed his teftimony, and walk* 
ed, though in the mid{^ of an evil generation, 
according to his holy word, fliall then be like 
Noah in the ark fafc, ^midft the furrounding 
ftorm. And it may be added, that even in 
this world, when times grow dark and threaten^ 
ing; and calamity, either public or private^: 
feems to break in upon them like a flood, when" 
the tempeft lowers, and the clouds lecia'lo 
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gather over all the furrounding countries — ev( 
then, I fay, God's promifes of mercy fhc 
be fcen by thera, (hining like the rainbow ov( 
the cloud, for even their troubles and affli 
tions fhall remind them of their intcreft in t! 
Saviour, and in the everlafting covenant • 
their God. 



:;• 



THE STORY OF 

JOSEPH and his BRETHREN. 



, '^ HE firfl; part of Jofeph's ftory, though bo 
Jnltructive and entertaining to all, is partic 
larly fo to children. I propofe to tell the ftoi 
nearly in the w»rds of the Old Teftament, b 
to make now and then a few remarks upon it; 

Jofeph was the fon of good old Jaco 
*' Now Jacob," fays the Scripture, " loved J 
feph more than all his children, becaufe he w 
. the fon of his old age: and he made him a co 
of many colours. And when his Brethren fa 
that their father love^ him more than all 1: 
Brethren, they hated him and could not fpcc 
peaceably unto^Wim." 

But was not this hatred of Jofeph*s Birethn 
againtt Jofeph very wicked? It is true Jacc 
might be faulty in (liewing^fo much partiality ; 
one fon above another, yet this was no excu 
for the barred which was felt by Jofcph's Br 
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thrcn. Methinks this hatred, though as yet it is 
only concealed in their breads, will, by-and-by, 
break out into fome very wicked aft or other, 
'But let us go on with the ftory. 

" And Jofeph dreamed a dream, and he told 
it to his brethicn;. and they hated him yet the 
more." . 

This is doing worfe and worfe, and it fhcws 
that when hatred once begins, we know not 
where it will end. 

" And Jofeph faid unto them. Hear, I pray 
you, this dream which I have dreamed : for be- 
hold we were binding fheavcs in the field, and 
my flieaf arofe and alfo flood upright, and be- 
hold your flieaves flood round about and made 
obeifance (or bowed down) to my Iheaf," 

Jofeph feems to me to have told this dream 
thus publicly, through his openncfs of heart and 
firaplicity; it was a dream moreover which God 
fent, and jGod caufcd afterwards the thing fig- 
nified by it to be fulfilled, as in due time wc 
fhall fee. 

" And his Brethren faid to him, fhalt thou 
indeed reign over us ? And they hated hira yet 
the more, for his dream and now for his w^ords. — 
And Jofeph dreamed yet another dream, and 
told it his brethren, and faid, behold I have 
. dreamed a dream more, and behold the Sun, 
and the Moon, and the Eleven Stars made obei- 
fance to me. And he told it to his Father and 
to his Brethren, and his Father rebuked lum^ 

and j&ic/ to him^ What is this dxt^m \}w^V >Jw:>^x 

Da - - ' 
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haft dreamed? Shall I, and thy Mother, and thy 
Brethren, indeed come to bow down ourfelves 
lo thee to the earth/* 

Poor honeft, fimple old man, he little knew 
how his own interpretation of the dream was 
by-and-by to be exaftly fulfilled, for fo God 
had ordained. 

" And his Brethren envied him, but his Fa- 

■ ther obferved the faying." 

After this we read, that ** Jofeph's Brethren 
went to feed their Father's flock in Shechem, and 
Jacob lent Jofeph to them, faying, Go, I pray 
thee, fee w lether it be well with thy Brethren, 
and well with the flocks, and bring me word 
again. So he fent himj and Jofeph came to 
Shechem; but it happened, that they and the 
flocks were gone forward beyond Shechem, even 

- 'TT^-Dothan.- So Jofeph went after his brethren, 
and found them in Dothan. And when they 
law him afar off, they faid one to another. Be- 
hold, this Dreamer cometh ! come now thero. 
fore, and let us flay him, and caft him into fome 
pit, and we. will fay fome evil bcaft hath de- 
voured him, and we will fee what will become 
of his dream." * 

What a dreidfpl propofal ! what ! kill their 
own brother! if they could agree to do this, I 
do not wonder at their agreeing alfo to tell a lie, 
in order to hide their crime; thus not one fin, 
but two fins were to be committed. But is if 
poffible that all thcfe eleven Brethren ftiould join 

Jn putting Jofeph to d^ai\\? 1LN^xv^mow^\i^4 
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men, fome arc apt to be lefs wicked than others : 
furely therefore, we may hope, that one or other 
of Jofeph's Brethren will be for flopping fhort 
of the crime of Murder. 

It proved, as I think might very naturally be 
expefted, that one of Jofeph's Brethren, named 
Reuben, though he feems before to have joined 
in envying Joleph, was afraid of joining in this 
mod horrid crime. 

When, therefore, " Reuben heard it, he de* 
livered him out of their hands ; and faid, (hed 
no blood, but caft him into this pit that is in 
the wildernefs, and lay no hand on him : this he 
faid, that he might rid him out of their hands, 
and deliver him to his Father's houfe. And it 
came to pafs, that when Jofeph," who was at a 
diftance while this converfation palfed, was come 
unto his Brethren, they ftrippcd jofeph of his 
coat, it being his coat of many colours. 

What fatisfaftion would ihcy feel while they 
were thus ftripping him ! This was the coat 
which Jofeph's father had given him, becaufe 
he was a favorfte, and which reminded Jorcph's 
Brethren of his advantage over them. 1 hey 
now thought themfelves revenged upon l^,im ; 
and revenge, as they would fay, is fwect. Many 
a joke, many a bitter and fevere exprcflion v;as 
uttered, no doubt, while they were i'uipping 
him; they had got him into their power, and 
they were refol ved to fliew that tbcy were greater 
than he, inftead of his beii^g greater iht!Li\\.V.<i^ ^. 
SIS be pretended^ 
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Now this fort of fpirit in them was a moft 
•wicked thing : it was coupled with envy, and 
malice, and hatred; and was not far from car- 
rying them on to an a£l of oiurder. And heic 
let me warn all my young readers againft in- 
dulging this fame evil temper. Thus, for in- 
fiance, if you fhould hear your Teacher praife 
your fchool-fcllow who (lands near you, while 
he fays not a v;ord of praife to youj do not 
hate and envy your fchool-fellow on this ac- 
count; or if you fhould fee your parent give 
a reward to your brother or fitter,' for fuppofed 
good behaviour, do not be eager to think that 
you equally deferve a reward, and then hate 
or envy your brother or fitter for being more 
favored than yourfelf, for this is to aft in the 
fame fpirit with the Brethren of Jofeph. So 
a!fo if fome other child fliould be drett as fine 
a/^ain as you are, and even as fine as Jofeph 
himfelf, in liis coat of many colours, yet t!o not 
do as J ofeph's brethren did. Do not feel any 
ill-will towards your brother, your filter, or play- 
fellow for this reafon. Do not long to ftrip the 
fine coal off of !iim, as Jofcpb's brethren ftripped 

. the fine coat olF of Jofeph, but endeavor tp look 
upon his line drefs contentedly, and without envy, 
and without any defirc to take it from him, and to 
put it on your own backs. This is one of the lef- 
fons that yoa cjglu to learn from the prefent 
ftory, wliich v;as net written in i\\t Bible in order 
to cntcrVd'in you only, and in order to teach you 

liow to rcadj but in order lo \v\V\xv\?h.^o>3i va^js^mv 
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duly alfo. This paflion of hatred and envy, if 
indulged when you are young, may lead to 
dreadful confequences when you are old. We 
fliall prefently ihew you very plainly how in the 
cafe of Jofeph's Brethren it led on to lying, and 
to cruelty, and almoft even to murder. 

For, " after they had ftripped Jofcph of his 
coat they took him and caft him into a pit, and 
the pit was empty, and there was no water in it. 
And they (at down to eat bread." 

How very hardened mud thefe brethren of 
Jofeph have been ! They went to their dinner 
after they had thrown Jofeph into the pit, juft 
as if nothing had happened. Men who thus 
give way to their evil paffions, are apt to be ve- 
ry cruel and hard-hearted alfo. 

" And behold a company of Idimaelitcs came 
from Gilead with their camels, bearing fpicery, 
and balm, and myrrh, going to carry it down 
to Egypt." 

Now a new thought comes acrofs one of Jo- 
feph's brethren, who was named Judah, and 
who, though more blameable than Reuben, yet 
feems rather lefs fo than fomc of the others. 

," And Judah faid unto his brethren, what pro- 
tfis it if /Nve (lay our brother and conceal his 
"olood. Come and let us fell him to the Iflima- 
clites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he 
is our brother and our flelli. 

Q Judah! Judah! if he is your brother and 
yourJlelh, why do you not deliver him altoge- 
ifacr f. vMi fhould feiid him back to V\\s ^^vVv^x* ^ 
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houfe, as Reuben wifhed to do; indeed, yo 
fhould never have thrown him into the pit, nc 
have joined in taking his coat of many coloui 
from him. Nay, I will fay further, you fhoul 
never even have hated him and envied him, ft 
by having once indulged that wicked hatred an 
envy againft him in your hearts, you have all < 
you been led on, from one thing to another, unt 
you hardly know how to ftop. You dare m 
now fend Jofeph back to his father, left he fhoul 
tell hi* fdlhcr of your having torn from him h 
coat of many colours, and of your having all 
ill treated him by throwing him into a pit. Ha^ 
ing ill treated him thus far, you are tempted t 
ill treat him ftill further, lelt you fhould be foun 
out. Jofeph, therefore, now mull, at any rat( 
be got rid of, and not lufFered to get hom( 
To kill him indeed is too bad, and yet if th 
only choice left you was either to kill him or t 
fend him home, methinks there are forae amon 
you who would not fcruple to kill him out 
right; for you had already agreed to leave hir 
in the pit, where he would foon have perifhe* 
with hunger: fo that what you had refolved t 
do was little fhort of n)urdcr, though you ma 
not have chofen to confider it as fuch. 

• It was owing then to the good providence o 
God,* and not to any good defign in his brothen 
that Jofeph efcaped being puttodeath. Itpleafe 
God, who orders all human events, to bring it t< 
j3afs, that the merchants of Median fhould dra\ 
nsarjuflat the time when Jofe^h's brethren wcr 
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in doubt what to do with him. This is what 
fome might coniider as chance, and a mod lucky 
chance they might call it. Such kind of chances 
now and then happen to us all, but in fa£l they 
are Providences. There is many a narrow el- 
cape for our lives experienced by us, which is 
entirely owing to God's goodnefs, though at the 
time we do not fo confider it. How many have 
tumbled down when they have been children, 
and would have been kiled if fome arm had not 
been ftretched out to fave them ? Kow many 
have fallen fick and would have died, if at the 
critical moment fome particular medicine had 

(not been given them ? and how many have been 
caft away, and would have been drowned in the 
fea, if the fame God who fent the Midianites to 
the relief of Jofeph, had not fent fome ftrange 
and unexpected fliip or boat to the place where 
they were floating. It may here be remarked 
alfo, that many matters of importance turn or 
the fmalleft points. If thefe Midianites had not 
gone by on the very day, and the very hour of 
the day on which they did, Jofeph, (fpcaking af- 
ter the manner of men) ^'/ould prcbabiy have 
fufFered death, and not one of thofe great events 
in his life, which arc foon to be fpokcn of, could 
have happened. One of the chief things, which 
I wilh my readers to learn from this hiliory of 
Jofeph, is the dcCtrine o [a particular Providence. 
judah having propofed to Icll his bTCA\\e.T vo 
the Widianhcs, iniiead of kilHno hira OY\e?LV\\A^^ 
^iiun the pity as had been ^vicked^y 'YT\Vc\\Oiev\o 
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*' his brethren were content. Then they drci 
and lifted up Jofeph out of the pit, and fold Jc 
feph to the Ifhraaelites for twenty pieces of filvei 
and the Iflimaelites brought Jofeph into Egypt. 
Now Egypt was. a far country, to which whe 
Jofeph was carried, his brethren concluded th« 
they ftiould hear no more of him. 

'^ And Reuben returned unto the pit, and b< 
hold Jofeph^was not in the pit, and he rent h 
clothes, and he went to his brethren, and fai< 
the child is not to be found, and I, whither iha 
I go." 

Reuben had hirafelf propofed the meafure < 
putting Jofeph into the pit, as a contrivance b 
which he meant to fave his life, for he fecretl 
intended to go afterwards to the pit, and to del 
verhira, but he was too late in executing h 
purpofe. 

" And they took Jofeph's coat, and killed 
kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in tl 
blood; and they brought the coat of many d< 
lours to their father, and faid, this have ^ 
found, know now whether it be thy fon's COJ 
or no." 

What a bare-faced lie ! but thus dpes one fi 
lead on to another. It is eafy to fee from th 
ftory of Jofeph's Brethren, that when people r< 
folve upon committing one fin, they are immed 
ately tempted to commit another fin: and efpee 
SiWy to commit the fin of lying, in order to hie 
what they have been doin^; they are alfo plunj 
cd from this time into a\)ao\xfexv^^iiv\s.^\AiJ 
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lulties, and it is by adding fin to fin that they 
mmonly try to get out. Reader did you never 
' fomething wrong, and then find yourfelf 
nptcd to tell fome lie, or to play fomc artful 
ck to conceal it ? Jbfeph's brethren killed a 
1, and then dipped Jofeph's coat in the blood 
it, and faid to old Jacob, " this have we 
jnd." This is the very piQure of what wicked 
ildren fometimes do. Having fome fin to 
Qceal, they invent a fine artful tale, which they 
1 to their mafters and miftrefles, or to their 
od old parents, who too readily believe it, and 
is, perhaps, like Jofeph's brethren, they come 
' for the prefent unpunifhed. But foon, as in 
j^cafe of Jofeph's brethren, their lie will be 
ind out. For already God knows it. God 
/ them do the wicked deed, and God now 
ars them tell the lie by which they hide it. 
)d waits, indeed, to fee if they will repent, 
t by-and-by, perhaps, their fin Ihall be known 
all the world, and Ihall not go unpunifhed. 
)d faw from the very firft the fecret envy rife 
in the hearts of the brethren of Jofeph. God 
ird them when they fneered at Jofeph, faying, 
>ehold this dreamer cometh," and when they 
vately talked together of killing him. God 
r them throw him into the pit, and cruelly 
ve him there. God faw them alfo when they 
re felling him to the Midianites : He had his 
: upon them while they were bargaining by 
I pit's fide, and while they were cowwUtv'^oN^x 
twent/ pieces of filver, 'wVvveVv Ocvt^ ^^v.^-^ 

E 
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wards put in their pockets. And God's j 
fence alfo was in the midft of theni) while t! 
were killing the kid, and dipping Jofeph's c 
in the blood of it, and while they were fay 
to themfel ves, furcly now' no one will ever kr 
the thing we have been doing. That ft( 
which thefe foolifli men thought would nevei 
known by any body, is now publiflied in 
book of fcripture, that you and I, and all 
world may be acquainted with it^ and that 
may draw the right inflruflion from it. 

" When poor old Jacob faw the coat, he 
mediately knew it, and faid,- it is my fon's c< 
an evil bea(^hath devoured him: Jofeph is w 
out doubt rent in pieces. And Jacob rent 
clothes and put fackcloth upon his loins, 
mourned for his fon many days. And all his i 
and all his daughters rofe up to comfort hira 

What a fet of hypocritical comforters n 
thefc fons hav^-.been, and how many frefh 
muft they have XcAd when they were talking i 
their father. 

" But Jacob refufed to be comforted. An< 
faid, for I will go down into the grave i; 
my fon mourning. Thus did his father w 
i or him." 

PART II. 

JOSIPH IN PRISON. 

Jhl O W Uttle do we know whether the thi 
fvAich befal us will turn oul tot owVa^^' 
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ex mifery I If I was to be made a king to* 
morrow, I am not fure that it would not prove 
to my hurt ; and if, on the contrary, I was to 
be fold to-morrow for a flave, it is far from 
being clear that it might not be for my good ; 
for God has all events under his diredion ; and 
he can bring ftrange things to pafs juft as he 
pleafes. 

Jofeph (as we have already told you) was 
Tola by his brethren as a (lave, to a company of 
Midianitifh merchants. Now ^^ the Midianites 
brought Jofeph down to Egypt, and fold him 
td Poti|mar, who was an officer, or captain of 
the guard, to king Pharoah." Jofeph fell, as 
it feems, into good hands; but the Scriptures 
take care to inform us to what caufe this was to 
be attributed ; for there we read, that ** the 
Lord was with Jofeph:" hence it was, that " he 
became a profperous man ; and he was taken 
into the houfe of his mader the Egyptian. And 
hi» matter faw that the Lord was wirti him, and 
that the Lord made all that Jofeph did to prof- 
per in his hand." 

What a great thing is it to have God's blef- 
fing with us in every thing we do ! Some people 
are always talking of their good or bad luck ; 
and, according to fuch perfons, Jofeph was 
merely a lucky perfon ; he was lucky firft, they 
vould fay, in getting fo good a mafter, and 
Hill more lucky in finding every thing go well 
lo which he fet his hand : In fa£t, however^ 
(here if /7o /uci!i thing as luck, a& v^^Y^"^^ 0^^ 
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ferved before; and as we fhall have occafio 
again and again, to obferve in telling this ftor 
Let us learn therefore to thank God, and not 
thank our {|ars, or to thank fortune, whenev 
we fucceed in any thing; for whatever it I 
we fucceed only becaufe the Lord is with us 
that thing. 

Jofeph, by degrees, found fuch favor in 1 
mailer's fight, that 3^-he was made overlcer 
the houfe, and all that Potiphar had was put in 
his hands." Such was the confidence placed 
hira, that at laft Potiphar feems to have do 
noiliing for himfelf, but to have left it all 
Jofeph ; for we read, that " he knew not ouj 
that he had, fave the bread that he did eai 
which is as much as to fay, that he knew inde 
what food was fet before him at his own tab 
in order that he might eat it; but as to all t 
reft of his affairs, he knew nothing about them, 

Now though Potiphar might be wrong 
cloing fo little for himfelf, yet what an hon 
was it to Jofeph to be thus completely truft< 
I have known fome common fervants indeed 
my days, who, by being very remarkable ] 
their faiihfulnefs, have rifen firft to be upj 
fervants, and then even to be ftewards to th 
mafters. Like Jofeph, they have fet out w 
doing firft one little thing well, and then anoth 
and fo they have gone on till they have h 
very large fums trufted to them, and have ^ 
into places of prodigious confidence ; and il 
were not for the numb^x o5 fcxv^wts who p: 
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fend to be very tnifty when they are not fo, the 

ibit of cafe I am fpeaking of would probably 

inppen much oftener than it does. 

** And it came to pafs," fays the Scripture, 
.^^from the time that Potiphar had made Jofeph 
overfeer in his houfe, that the Lord blelfed the 
Egyptian's houfe for Jofeph's fake; and the 
bleffing of the Lord was upon all that he had, 
both in the houfe, and in the field." 

What an encouragement is this to take good 
people into our family ; for God, perhaps, may 
blcfs us for their fakes. Such a good man as 
Jofeph is a blefling wherever he goes. 

But now comes a new fcene in the life of Jo* 
feph. His profperity was great; but thegreateft 
profperity is fometimes fuddenly interrupted. 
Potiphar had a very wicked wife, and " fhe 
caft her eyes" very criminally on Jofeph. 
Jofeph indeed was " a goodly perfon, and wcll- 
tavored ;•* and this very goodlinefs, or beauty 
of his, proved a misfortune to him. How 
Ibolifh then are thofe perfons (whether young 
naen or young women) who think, that to be 
handfome and well-looking, is one of the great- 
sft of bleffings. It may turn out, perhaps, to 
be the greateft fnare ; it may prove the worft 
calamity that ever yet befel you, as happened 
in Jofeph'5 cafe. 

It appears, that Potiphar's wife, the wicked 
iroman juft now mentioned, " fpake to Jofeph 
lay by day," and tryed repeatedly to fedvicc 

lim/ ^^ but Jofeph refufed, and liid >iYiV^ \ma 

2 
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matter's wife, Behold, my matter obrerveth lu 
^hat is with me in the boufe, and he hath con 
milled all that he hath to my hand. There 
none greater in this houfe than 1 ; neither hai 
he kept back any thing fron me, but thee, bi 
caufe thou art his wife. How then can I d 
this great wickednefs, and finagainft God?" 

Here let us ftpp, in order to confider one k 
the moft ttriking parts of the charafter t 
Jofeph. He is, in the ftrongeft manner, temple 
to fin by a wicked woman : he might alfo ho{ 
for her favor, if he confented : he had to dres 
her wrath if he refufed: every thing united t 
make the temptation ftrong; he was invited t 
her, not once only, but again and again; m 
publicly, f o a^ to endanger a difcoyery, bi 
quite fecrfelly. By what means then did Jofep 
refitt the temptation ? He refitted it, partly fc 
reflecting how ungenerous a thing towards h 
matter it would be to yield, and partly alfo b 
faying to himfelf, as he alfo faid to the womai 
5' How can I do this great wickednefs, and fi 
againft God ?" 

Jofeph knew that the eye of God was upc 
him at all times, and in all places ; and I ha\ 
no doubt that he had long a£ted under the ii 
fluence of this knowledge. What was it thi 
had made him fuch a faithful fteward of h 
' matter's goods ? It was his being aware that Go 

' could fee the fmallett difhonefty in him, an 
that God's eye was upon him even when h 

oiallcr's back was turned, M^ ^V^^ v{a« 
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\ made him now refift another kind of temp-* 
3n? It was the fame principle of regard to 
Qighty God. This principle Ceems to have 
n always at hand. Jofeph (I warrant you) 
not ufed to pafs days and hours together 
lOUt thinking of God, as fome people do» 
i this been the cafe, I queftion whether he 
lid not have yielded to one or other of his 
ptations. 

Lnd now let me requeft my readers to take a 
from Jofeph, and to try themfelves in the 
>wing manner. Say to yourfelves, what am 
fecret? What am 1 when no eye but that of 
1 is lipon me ? When on the one hand fome 
)w-creature invites me to fin, when my own 
ioations are on the fame fide, when a prefent 
ortunity offers, when there is alfo no danger 
lifcovery, fo that my reputation may be 
> and when my woridly intereft will not be 
by the kidtilgence, but will rather be pro* 
ed by it ; when, in fhort, againft all thef« 
ptations which befet me, there is nothing to 
ofe but the fear of God in the heart, how- 
then a€l ? Is the fear of God fo flrong in 
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derfiand it; but, furcly, that fear of God whici 
has been fpoken of, is very eafy to be undei 
iiood. I only wifti it was as eafy to be trul 
felt. Same there are who fancy ihemfelves re 
ligious, becauie they attend at religious place 
of worfhip ; becaufe they underftand well fom 
religious doSrines ; becaufe they remember t 
have once experienced certain religious feelingi 
or becaufe they have now a number of religion 
phrafes always in their mouth. Let fuch pei 
fons alfo try their religion by the fame tefl 
Does it enable you to conquer your fins ? Whe 
all things feem to unite on the fide of fin, doe 
your religion in any meafure enable you to gc 
ihe viftory ? Secret felf-denial, fecret conquel 
over ourfelves, fecret preference to God abov 
all the world, fecret confcioufnefs of having bee 
enabled, by God's grace, to overcome ou 
temptations, and of having, like Jofeph, ftoo 
firm to God and duty, in times of peculiar am 
repeated trial, thefe are fome of the proofs c 
true religion; thefe are fome of the beft cvi 
dences of our being in a ftate of grace, I woul 
value thefe evidences above any comfortabl 
frames and feelings ; and they are more, in m; 
opinion, than a thoufand fancies, orimpreffioni 
that our falvation is fure. Reader, if you hop 
to (land undifmayed before God on the grea 
day of judgment, try yourfelf by this teft. W 
read but little in Scripture of Jofeph's religiou 
opinions; (not that thefe are unimportant) w 
readpoihing about x\iep^iU^u\^TU\sv^^s^4\sM 
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ner of his firft becomuig religious ; we read hot 
a word about the religious form of worfhip 
which he preferred, nor about the rehgious 
party that he followed, nor the religious name 
he bore; but we read, that he refitted hard 
temptations; and that both in his profperity and 
in his adverfity he was faithful to his God: and 
we find alfo, as I ftiall prefently Ihew you, that 
although his brethren had ufed him very cruelly, 
yet he behaved very kindly and charitably to- 
wards them, and forgave them freely, and re- 
joiced over them to do them good. May my 
religion be like his ; and may the clearer know- 
ledge, which God has given fee, both of him- 
felf and of a Saviour, make me the more esmell 
to do his will, and to walk worthy of that 
" vocation wherewith I am called.'* 

But to return to the ftory. — " And it came 
to pafs about this time, that Jofeph went into 
the houfe to do his bufinefs, and* there was none 
of the men of the houfe there within. And 
Potiphar's wife caught him by his garment, and 
he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and 
got him out. And it came to pafs, when ihe 
£iw that he had left his garment in her hand, 
and was fled forth, that (he called unto the mea 
of her houfe, and fpake unto them, faying, 
" See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us 
to mock US; (or to offer an infult to us) and 
I cried with a loud voice, and it came to pafs, 
when he heard that I lifted up my voice, and 

cried; th^t he left bis garment v^llVv m^^ ^xA 
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fled, and got him ouL'* And fhe laid up hit 
garment by her until his lord came home; and 
they fpake unto hun according to the fame 
words; and it came to pafs when his tnafter 
heard the words of his wife, that bis wrath wai 
kindled. And Jofeph's mafter took him^ and 
put him into the prifon, a place where the king'i'' 
prifoners were bound; and he was there in' 
prifon." ' 

What a change! inftead of having the com^^ 
mahd of every thing in Potiphar's houfe, where- 
he was looked up to, and refpeded, he is ihut.. 
up in prifon among thieves, and other wicked 
or fufpefted perfons. And why was he thui ■ 
ihut up? For doing wrong ? No! but for doing; 
right. It now and then happens in this worMJ^; 
that a man fuffers for fulfilling his duty. It ilr. 
a mittake to fuppofe, that virtue here below i^^ 
always its own reward. Reader, if you a&^ 
ever fo right, 4 cannot promife you that in thii;" 
uncertain world you will be rewarded forzejj 
Your condud; may chance to be mifreprefentedf 
or not fufficiently underftood. Some cnemV^ 
may injure you; fome falfe and hollow friendi' 
or lover, who is become offended, may tunx^ 
againft you. Some one, whofe feelings, or|^ 
whofe intereft you may have wounded, through 
your unbending virtue and integrity, may fet - 
himfelf up as your enemy, and may come and' 
give falfe evidence againft you, and may charge 
^ou, poffibly, with the very fin to which that 
perfon himkll has tried itv N^va va fcdixce youtl 
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id from which, of all the fins in the world, 
ou are happily the moft clear. Let us learn 
om this part of the ftory of Jofeph to look to 
rod for his favour, and not to care Jo much, as 
e are apt to do, about our chara6ler with our 
How-creatures. It is better to go to prifon, 
ke Jofeph, for the fake of a good confcience^ 
lan to live in fin with Potiphar's wife, in the 
udfl: of a palace, even though we fhould con- 
ive to live in credit alfo. 
We before remarked, that when Jofeph wat 
}ld as a (lave to Potiphar, and when his affairs 
Bemed at the worft, yet " the Lord was with 
im, and blelTed him, and* gave him favor in 
be fight of Potiphar his mafter." The fame 
xod, who fliewed favor to him in his former 
lifirefs, fhewed him the fame favor now; for 
vhen be had got into priion, we again read^ 
iot ** the Lord was with Jofeph, and (hewed 
^ mercy, and gave him favor in fight of the 
keeper of the prifon. And the keeper of the 

ETon committed to Jofeph's hand all the pri- 
tx$ that were in the prifon, and whatever 
Icy did there, he was the doer of it. The 
wper of the prifon looked not to any thing 
kt was under his hand, becaufe the Lord was 
Mth him, and that which he did the Lord made 
to profper." 

" And it came to pafs, after thefe things^ 
the butler of the king of Egypt, and his 
^er, had offended their lord the \l\w% ol 
rpt^ and Fharaob was wroth agiaauft.* xVi^^i 
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and put them into the prifon where Jofcph 
bound ; and the captain of the guard char 

^ofeph with them; and they dreamed adre; 
oth of them, each on one night; and J of 
came in unto them in the morning, and lob 
upon them, and behold they were fad ; and 
afked them, Wherefore look ye fo fadly 
day? And they faid unto him, Wc h 
dreamed a dream, and there is no interprete 
it. And Jofeph faid unto them. Do not in 
pretations belong to God ? Tell me them I p 
you." 

. In ancient times it pleafed God occafion 
to fend dreams, in order to make known fui 
events; but let not any one therefore fupp 
that by the help of dreams he can dive i 
futurity now. In the days of Jofeph, men \^ 
in much darknefs and ignorance concerning 
true God. Jefus Chrift had not appeared, 
New Teftament had not been written, noi 
yet even the Old. Signs and wonders m 
therefore ufed, in order to prove that the C 
of Jofeph was the true God. But now 
no longer need (igns and wonders, for th^ h 
Scriptures plainly declare him to us ; and if 
man fhould now follow his dreams, it is ra 
than probable that in doing fo he would 
obliged to difregard Scripture, and his o 
common fenfe alfo. It is worthy of rems 
indeed, that foon after the law of Mpfes 
given, ('which fell fat (hort of the revelat 
tJiade to us by Jetua C\v6SC^ ^^c>^^ ;< 
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cxprefsly warned to beware, left by following 
fome dreamer of dreams, they (hould forfake 
that God who was now made known to them ; 
for it is written, in the 13th chapter of Deute- 
ronomy, " If there arife among you a dreamer 
of dreams, faying, Let us go after other GoJs, 
and ferve them, even though the fign or the won- 
der fliall come to pafs^ yet thou fhalt not go after 
the dreamec of dreams, for the Lord your God 
hereby proveth you to know whether you love 
the Lord your God," and will " ferve him and 
cleave to him." 

But to return to the hiftory of Jofeph. God, 
it feems, having fpecial mercy for him, and 
having great defigns in view, and having firft 
fent two remarkable dfeams to Jofeph, now 
fends two other dreams to the chief butler and 
baker of king Pharaoh, who were in prifon with 
him, and enables him to interpret them. 

" And the chief butler told his dream to 
Jofeph, and faid to him. In my dream, *behold 
a vine was before me, and in the vine were 
three branches, and it was as though it budded, 
and her bloffoms {hot forth, »and the clutters 
thereof brought forth ripe grapes; and Pharaeh's 
cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes and 
prefled the^m into Pharaoh's cup, and I ga\c 
the cup into Pharaoh's hand." 

" And Jofeph faid unto him, This is the irj- 
terpretation of it : the three branches are three 
days ; yet within three days fliall Pharaoh lift 

up thy hcadj and reftore tbce MUlo l\vj ^^v:-^ \ 

F 

i 



50 The Siory of Jofeph and his Brethren^ 

■ 

and thou flialt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his 
hand after the former manner when thou waft 
butler. But think on* me when it fhall be well 
with thee; and fliew kindnefs, I pray thee, 
unto me, and make mention of me unto Pha- 
raoh, and bring me out of this houfe. For in- 
deed, (added Jofeph) I was Rolen away out of 
the land of the Hebrews, and here alfo I have 
done nothing that they fhould put me into thy 
dungeon." 

** Now when tlie chief baker faw that the 
interpretation was good, he fai^ unto Jofeph, I 
alio was in my dream, and behold I had three 
white bafl;ets on my head, and in the upjrormoft 
bafket there was of all manner of baked meats 
fpr Pharaoh ; and the birds did eat them out of 
the bafket on my head." And Jofeph anfwercd 
and faid, " This is the interpretation thereof; 
ihefe three bafkets are three days ; yet within 
three days fhall Pharaoh lift up thy head from 
off theft, and fliall hang thee on a tree, and the 
birds fliall eat thy flefh from off thee." 

'^ And it came to pafs on the third day, which 
was Pharaoh's birth-day, that he made a feafl 
unto all his fervants, and he reflored the chief 
butler unto his butlerfhip again, and he gave the 
cup into Pharaoh's hand ; but he hanged the 
chief baker as J6feph had interpreted to them, 
jet did not the chief buder remember Jofeph." 
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PART III. ' 

• JOSEPH DELIVERED, &C. 

lOOR unhappy Jofeph! wc left him in prifon, 
vhere I think he mull have haJ a very anxious 
time, for who could tell whether it might not be 
his own turn next to be taken out and hanged 
as the chief baker was ! and yet perhaps there 
might be fomc ray of hope that he might, like 
the chief butler, get out and go back to his of- 
fice. All fuch hopes, however, foon vanifhcd, 
forthough Pharaoh's birth-day came, "on which 
he made a fcaft to all his fervants," yet it prov- 
ed no holiday to Jofeph ; and though " the 
chief buder" got fettled in his chief butlerfhip 
again, and was giving the cup every day into 
king Pharaoh's hand, " yet did not the chief 
butler remember Jofeph," 

Two whole years pafled without any improve- 
ment in this poor prifoner's condition : now, in 
all this time, it feems very ftrangc that the chief 
butler fhould not have contrived to drop a word 
in his favour ; for how wonderfully had Jofeph 
foretold to the chief butler his reftoration to of- 
fice ! how affeftingly too had he intreated to be 
remembered by him when the (jay of his profpe- 
rity fliould come ! I cannot help here repeating 
the parting words of Jofeph, for they are very 
remarkable. " But think of me," faid he, 
" when it Ihall be well with thee, and (he.\^ k\ud« 
uefsj I pray thee^ unto me, and inA^i xcv^mow 
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of me to Pharaph, and bring me out of tt 
Jioufe ; for, indeed 1 was ftolen away out of t 
land of the Hebrews, and here alfo I have do 
nothing that they fhould put me into the dii 
geon. — Yet did not the chief butler rememt 
Jofeph." 

Ah ! how juft a piQure is this of a great pi 
of mankind ! We are many of us apt, while 
are faring well ourfel ves, to take no*thought abc 
thofe who are poor, and fick, and in prifon. 
pleafes God now and then to let one or other 
us rife up in the world, upon which we go aw 
and forget all our old companions, fome of wh< 
perhaps, mod exceedingly need a helping ha 
from us : we are grown gay and merry, or bui 
engaged among our new friends, fo that we qu 
forget our old ones ; and then as to any inter 
which we have got with the great, we feel 
much in awe of thofe above us, we are fo f( 
and fmooth, and civil, when we are in their p 
fence, and fo unwilling to fay any thing wh 
may pofTibly give offence, or which may chai 
to hurt our own intercft, that we dare not fp( 
a word in favor, even of the moft injured cl 
rader, but we difmifs him from our thougl 
juft as the chief butler difmiffed Jofeph fn 
his remembrance. 

"It came to pafs, however, at the end of t 

full years, that king Pharaoh dreamed a dre 

^-and behold there came up out of the ri 

feven well favored kine, and fat flelhed, i 

they fed in a meadow • A.vvd \>^\vo\^ ^^n ^xv ^\ 
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kine came up after them, ill favored and lean 

flefhed, and did eat up the feven well favored 

and fat kine. And Pharaoh dreamed the fecond 

lime, and behold feven ears of corn came up 

upon one ftalk ftrong and good. And feven 

thin ears fprung up after them. And the feven 

thin ears devoured the feven ftrong and full ears. 

And Pharaoh awoke and behold it was a dream.'* 

I And now what is to be done ! the king himfcif 

is troubled with a dream. " And it came to pafs,'* 

fays the Scripture, " that in the morning the 

king's fpirit was troubled; and he font and called 

for all (he magicians of Egypt, and all the wife 

men thereof, and Pharaoh told them his dreams; 

but there was none that qould interpret them to 

Pharaoh." And no wonder, for it was the pur« 

pofe of God to confound by this dream all the 

magicians of Egypt, in order thai the king might 

be driven to alk an interpretation of it from 

Jofeph. 

'* And then came the chief butler and fpakc 
unto Pharaoh, faying, I do remember my faults 
thisdav; for Pharaoh was wroth with his fer- 
vants, and put me in ward in the captain of the 
guard's houle, both me and the chief baker ; and 
we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he. And 
there was there with us a young Hebrew, fervant 
of the captain of the guard, and we told him, and 
he interpreted to us our dreams. " And it came 
to pafs as he interpreted fo it was : me he re- 
ftored unto aiiiie office, and him he hanged." 
What jo/fiiJ i/ireiiigence was ibiU lo Y':v\^^Ocv^ 

F 2 
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'Methinks I fee his courUenance brighten up at 
once upon it. 

" Then Pharaoh fent and called Jofeph, and 
they brought him haftily out of the dungeon* 
And he (haved himfelf and changed his raiment^ 
and came in unto Pharaoh," 

When this great eaftern king commands, not 
a moment is to be 16ft in obeying him. For two 
long years had Jofeph been made to wait in pri- 
fon for his deliverance, but Pharaoh would hard- 
ly wait two minutes before Jofeph, whofe appear- 
ance had become quite forlorn and wretched, 
muft be brought before him ftiaved and dreffed,' 
and fit for the royal prefence. 

" And immediately Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, 
I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that 
can interpret it, and I have heard fay of thee, that 
ihou canll undcrftand a dream to interpret it." 

Pharaoh feems not yet to have underftood by 
whofe help it was that Jofeph was enabled to 
interpret dreams. Jofeph had no more fkill in 
thefe matters than any other man, but he was the 
fervant of God, and it pleafed God, for his own 
purpofes, to give to Joleph by miracle the power 
of interpreting the dream of Pharaoh. Accord- 
ingly Jofeph anfwers Pharaoh by faying, "it is 
not in me, God fhall give to Pharaoh an anfwer 
of peace." Thus Jofeph takes none of the glory 
to himfelf," as a proud perfon would have been 
glad to do, but he gives it all to God, to whom 
aJone it was due. Pharaoh then, in a very exaft 
ijuanncr^ rchic% his two dreams lo^ofe^K 
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'* And Jofeph faid unto Pharaoh, the dream is 
one," that is to fay, the two dreams fignify one 
and the fame thing, ^' and God hath (hewed Pha- 
raoh, by means of them, what he is about to do." 
** The feven good kinc are feven years, and fo 
alfo the feven good ears of corn are feven years, 
the dream is one. And the feven thin and ill- 
favored kine that came up after them are feven 
years, and the feven empty ears of corn are alfo 
feven years, and thefe laft fignify feven years of 
famine. This, therefore, is the thing which God 
is about to do ; behold there come feven years 
of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, 
and there (hall arifc after them feven years of 
famine. Now, therefore, continued Jofeph, let 
Pharaoh look out a man difcreet ana wife, and 
fet him over the land of Egypt, and let him ap- 
point officers, and let them gather together the 
food of the good years and lay it up in the cities, 
ind it fhall be for Rore againil the feven years of 
famine, in order that the land may not perifb. 
And the thing which Jofeph faid feemed good in 
be eyes of Pharaoh and of his fervantSjand Pha- 
-aoh faid unto his fervants, can we find any one 
•qual to this Jofeph, a man in whom the Spirit 
)f God is? And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, for- 
ifmuch as God hath fiiewed thee al this, thou 
bait therefore be over my houfe, and according 
.0 thy word Ihall all my people be ruled; only 
n the throne will I be greater than thou ; and 
Pharaoh took olF the ring from his hand, and put 
1 on J ofeph's band^ and arrayed bvwv 'm n^^- 
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ments of Hne linen, and put a gold chain abo 
his neck, and made him to ride in the fecoi 
chariot that he had, and they cried before hii 
bow the knee ! And he made him ruler over i 
the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh faid un 
Jofeph, I am Pharaoh, and without me fhall i 
man lift up his hand or foot in all the land 
Egypt." . ' • 

How wonderful was this exultation of Jofep 
he is now greater than ever he was. He had fc 
fore been the firft man in the houfe of Pharaol 
chief captain, but he is now the firft man in t 
houfe of Pharaoh himfelf; he is greater than P 
tiphar, his own former matter; he is the firft pi 
fon next to Pharaoh in all the kingdom of Egy] 

But let us not forget to admire the good pi 
vidence of God in all this. It was God that fti( 
him from being a flave to be the chief fervaat 
Potiphar, and it was God that lifted him upfrc 
being a prifoner, to be ruler of all Egypt. " F 
it is the Lord (as the Pfalmift fays) that make 
rich, and maketh poor, that lifteth up, and ca 
cth down. He taketh the fimple out of the du 
and lifteth the poor out of the mire, that he m 
fet him with the princes, even with the princes 
the people." It is true, he fometimes afflifcts cv 
his moft favored people; " He brings down, aj 
is faid, their heart through Tieavinef*?, they f 
dosvn and there is none to help them \" " He al 
futfers them to be evil entreated through tyrant 
But at length he *^ brings them out of darkne 
and out ofih^ fhadow o£ deaiih^ and breaks tb 
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in fundcr." He leads them by a way 
they know not, he makes darknels light 
them, and crooked things ftraight;" and 
* though heavinefs may endure for a night, 
/ cometh in the morning." 
^ praife the Lord then ye fervants of his ! 
ife the name of the Lord ! blefl'ed be the 
Df the Lord, from this time forth for evcr- 
" for he prcferveth the way of his faints, 
ith been ever mindful of his covenant." 
red Noah from the waters of the flood, he 
It forth righteous Lot out of Sodom, he 
^ed Shadrach and his companions in the 
jmace, and Daniel in the lion's den. " He 
•ed David his fervant from the peril of the 
" He fliewed alfo his ways unto Mofcs, 
5 works unto the children of Ifrael." It 
rlt alfo that caufed a dearth in the land of 
, and deftroyed the provifion of bread* 
: fent a man before, even Jofeph, who was 
r a fervant, whbfe feet they hurt in the 
; the iron entered into his foul — until the 
ame that his caufe was heard. Then the 
ent and delivered him ; the prince of the 
let him go free, he made him Lord alfo 
houfc, and ruler of all his fubftaiice." 
let not any of my readers fuppofe, that 
is now to be admired merely for hi« great- 
nd that the ring on hi> finger, and the fine 
nt on his back, and the grand chariot in 
be rode, were the chiti lV\\v\^j^ Vvt Hn& 
' with. Jofeph was a great mau xxyv^cwJ^v- 
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edly, but he was as good as he was great, an 
indeed, whatis all earthly greatnefs unlefs goo 
nefs is joined with it ? It is a great fin, in n 
opinion, to wifh to be a prime rainifter or akin 
for the mere honor of it, and I would rather 1 
a poor laborer that is of fome ufe in the worl 
than be the greateft monarch in Europe, unlc 
I could do fome fpecial fervice by my greatne 
Jofcph proceeds direflly to make himfelf ve 
ufeful in his new ftation ; " for he immediate 
went out from the prcfence of Pharaoh and ti 
veiled throughout the land, and, in the fev« 
plenteous years, the earth brought forth by han 
fulls, and he gathered up all the food of the fev( 
years, and the food of the field which was rour 
about every city laid he up in the fame, and I 
gathered corn as the fand of the fea, very rauc 
until he left numbering. And after the fev( 
years of plenteoufnefs were ended, then the fev( 
years pf dearth began to come, according as J' 
feph had faid. And the people of Egypt crK 
unto Pharaoh for bread; and Pharaoh faid uni 
them. Go unto Jofeph, and Jofeph opened tl 
ftorc-houfes and fold unto the Egyptians." 

I am afraid that my readers have by this tin 
almoft forgotold Jacob, the father of Jofeph, ar 
his eleven fons, who were living with him in tl 
land of Canaan, at fome diftancc from Egf 
The famine of the laft leven years was fuch as 
be feverely felt even in* their country. " Th 
Jacob faid unto his Coa*V ^hofe countenanc 
were all caft down oa iVie occatiou^ ^^NN\\>j ^o 
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look one uponanoiher; behold I have heard that 
there is corn in Egypt. Get you down thither, 
and buy for us from thence, that we may live and 
not die. And Jofeph's ten Brethren went down 
accordingly to Egypt." But Bcnjannin, being 
now the father's favorite, was not lufFered to go 
with them, for old Jacob faid, " Peradventure 
fome mifchief will oefall him*" 

" And when the fons of Jacob arrived, Jofcph 
vas the governor of the land, and he it was that 
i fold to all the people. And Jofeph's Brethren 
came and bowed themfclves down before him 
with their faces towards the earth." 

Oh ! what a change of fcene ! Thefe are the 
men, who, the laft time they faw Jofcph,had faid 
of him, " Behold this dreamer Cometh." They 
bad then put him into the pir, and had fold him 
for a flave, tecaufe he had foretold that thefe 
his brethren, and his parents (who were figni* 
fied by the fun, moon and ftars,) fhould one 
day bow down before him. How v/onderfully 
does God accomplifli his own purpofes ! The 
very means which we take to defeat them arc 
fometimes made ufe of by God, in order to 
tring them about. Jofeph's brethren thought, 
1 that by felling him for a flave, they Ihould pre- 
, Vent their ever having to bow down before him ; 
tod yet by this aQ of theirs, that very prophecy 
vas brought to pafs. 

Lq^ no one then prefurae to think that he can 
^reft events in his own way; or l\^av V\e c^xv^ 
tiihcr by art orpowcr^ prevail againft. Godii lot 
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" the counrel of the Lord, it fliall ftand, an 
will bring it to pafs," ■" The Lord uketh 
wife in his own craftinefi ;' ** he orderetJ 
things in heaven above, and in the cattl 
neath." "Goto now, ye that fay, to-da 
to-morrow we will go into fucii a city, and 
tinue there a- year, and buy and fell, and 
gain : whereas ye know not what fhail be or 
morrow; for that ye ought to fay, If the 1 
will, we fhall live, 9j\d do this or that." 

Jofeph's brethren, while they were bo' 
down, did not know Jofeph, for he made 
fetf flrange unto them, and fpake roughly, 
ing, — *' Ye are fpies ! to fee the nakedne 
the land you are come. And they faid, ] 
my Lord, hut to buy food are we come; 
*re twelve; brethren from the land of Car 
and' behold the youngeft is this day with 
father, and one is not. And Jofeph faidaj 
Ye arc fpies!" and then added he, " but he 
ihall ye be proved, whether there be tru 
you. One of you fhall go and fetch his bro 
while the reft ihall he kept in prifon. Ar 
kept them all in ward three days. Jofeph, '. 
ever, after this lets them all depart, one 
excepted; and he gives them corn in their 
to carry home, bidding them all to come a 
and redeem the brother they had left behint 
• bringing the next time, their youngeft bn 
Benjamin, Now all this feems to have 
done by Jofeph, for the purpofe of colic 
every one of his btelViieniOMttiVua^'ot^'a 
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Would difcover himfelf to them; and perhaps he 
was led to praflice rather too much artj by his 
•nxiety to fee them gathered together. 

Then faid Jofcph's brethren one to another, 
" We are verily guilty concerning our brother, 
in that we faw the anguilh of his foul, when he 
befought us, and we would not hear ; therefore, 
behold alfo, his blood is required of us." 

Oh ! how dreiadful is a guilty confcience ! It 
will caufe our flns to haunt us, years after they 
have been committed. Now, have none of my 
itaders ever felt the like kind of terror, in con- 
fequence of their having done fomething amifs? 
After the commiffion of a crime, did you^never 
fancy, that every one you met obferved you ; 
and that every common accident was a judge- 
ment of God upon you ; and if any trouble hap- 
pened to befal you a long time afterwards, have 
lyou not been apt immediately to imagine, that 
it bad fome connexion with your former guilt? 
Sin does not always leave this fling behind it, 
Tor fome people are quite hardened by their 
■crimes; neverthelefs, it often does. If the fin 
! be great and dreadful, if it be fomething par- 
'licular and extraordinary, like the felling of a 
i>brothpr, or the thought of putting him to death, 
^Aen, though years (hould pafsaway quietly, yet 
i it is probable that confcience will awake and cry 
f-out againfl; us at lad. In the prefcnt cafe, it ap- 
Npcars to* me, tha.t Jofeph's brethren had no clear 
ppround to fuppofe that the troubk,\i\C7 dic^^^^ 
f Was caufed by their having formei\y fo\^ >}cvot. 

"^ i 
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brother Jofeph. They feem not to have argued 
very correftly on the occafion; '• We faw, fak 
they, the anguifh of his foul, and we would nol 
hear, and therefore now is his blood about tc 
be required of us." — But this was not a verj 
found way of reafoning, for it was not clear that 
his blood was now going to be required of thetc 
at all. It was not clear that any trouble what- 
ever was about to happen to them ; and, ever 
if fome trouble fliould happen to them, theil 
having once fold their brother, might not be th^ 
caufe; but guilt is fearful. A man thatbal 
fome undifcovered crime within him, is apt to 
feel unreafonable frights and fears ; his imagi- 
nation becomes difturbed ; he grows fufpicioul 
beyond all reafon ; he fees an enemy, perhaps^ 
as Jofeph's brethren did, in his beft friend, and 
the very things that are for him, if they happen 
to go aukwardly for a day or two, are thought 
to be mod dreadfully againft him. In fliort, a 
perfon whofe confcience has become burihencd 
with fome great fin, has often no comfort in bis 
life, until he has fairly confeffed it, and repent- 
ed of it. • 

No fooner had Jofeph's brethren exprcffcd 
their fright, than Reuben lifts up his voice, and 
obferves to them, how " he had intreated thcfli 
not to hurt their brother, and they would not 
hear. Therefore, alfo, fays he, is his blood re- 
quired of us." Here again we may difcema 
piQur^ o Aw batof leu happens among thofc wh 
^havc been partners in imc^vuv^j. ^N\v^tv^^vi 
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of trouble comes, then thofe who have had lefs 
hand in the guilt, begin to reproach the others 
for having been principals in the bufinefs. Like 
Reuben, they begin to juftify themfelvcs, and 
iay : Did I not tell you at the time, to take 
care what you did, but you would not mind me, 
arid therefore now you have brought down all 
rfiis trouble o\\ yourfelves, and not on yourfelves 
only, but on me alfo." Nothing is more com* 
moil than for thofe who are all, more or lefs, 
joined in the fame crime, to fall out and re- 
pijoach one another for it afterwards. 
, Jofeph overheard all this converfation among 
his brethren, and he turned himfelf about from 
them, and wept, and returned to them again, 
and communed (or had converfation, by means 
pf an interpreter) with them, and took from 
them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 

iofeph then commanded that their facks fhould 
I laden with corn, and that every man's money 
(hould be reftored into his fack ; which being 
Jone they departed ; and as one of them opened 
liis fack to give his afs food at the inn, he efpied 
Ilis money, for behold it was in his fack*s mouth. 
Ilnd when he told it his brethren, all their hearts 
ailed them, and they faid one to another, " What 
I this that God hath done unto us." Here 
igarn, their difpofition to take fright fecms to 
lave (hewn itfelf.. I fuppofe they now thought 
hat fome judgment of God would fall upon 
hem in their way home^ on account of the faLU\a 
in of [eUing Jofeph. 
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And they came unto Jacob their father, and 
told him all that had befallen them, faying: 
" The man who is lord of the land, fpake rough- 
ly to us, and took us for fpies ; and we faid 
unto him, " We are true men ; we arc no fpiei^ 
we be twelve brethren." Methinks it would 
be fome relief to Jofeph 's brethren, to tell their 
father how hardily they had been fpoken to, 
and how unjullly they had been fufpefited when 
they were in Egypt; for whenever a man has 
fome great and real fin on his mind, he is glad 
to turn to any thing right, or innocent in his 
conduft, in which, neverthelefs, he has been 
accufed of finning. Jacob's fons had ufed their 
father ill in felling Jofeph, but they themfelvei 
had been ufed ill on the old man's account^ 
when they went to buy corn for him in Egypt. 
It would be a comfort, therefore, to talk to him 
of what they had fufFcred for his fake, fince it 
would feem to make amends in fome meafure 
for the ill which they were confcious of having 
done him. 

Let us beware, however, of difguifitig our 
guilt, by dwelling on fome fmallcr point, in 
which it may be true that we are innocent. To 
do fo is one of the common fhifts of wicked 
men, and there are none fo wicked, as not to 
have fome part of their conduct on which they 
can dwell with pleafure, and fclf-complacency.- 

But when J ofeph's brethren proceeded to ex- 
plain to their father, hov/ the lord of the country 
had commanded tViem lo W\u^vo\Cvx\\kvd\Vi\^. 
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tber Benjamin, and how he had detained Si- 
neon as a pledge or hoftage on his account ; 
then Jacob, in the bitternefs of his heart, ex. 
claimed, " Me have ye bereaved of my chil- 
dren ; Jofeph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye 
will take Benjamin away ; all thefe things are 
againft me." But Reuben now came up, and 
declared, that if Benjamin might but go with 
them, he would pledge the lives of his own two 
infant children, that Benjamin fhould be brought 
back in fafety. " And Jacob faid, my fon fliall 
not go down with you, for his brother Jofeph 
is already dead, and if mifchief befal Benjamin 
alfo by the way, then fhall ye bring my grey 
heirs with forrow to the grave." 



PART IV. 

x\lL thefe things are againft me," faid 
good old Jacob when he was told of what had 
happened to his fons in Egypt ; for we may re- 
member that they had been obliged by Jofeph, 
to leave their brother Simeon behind them, 
and had even been required to bring Benjamin 
alfo. On hearing this, old Jocob cried out, 
*• jofeph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye 
will take away Benjamin : all thefe things are 
againil me." 

Ah ! how little did Jacob know of the real 
JM^u/it? oftbok cycnis which aj:Q \)^1%\\vtv^\mkv\ 
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The very things which he faid were againfthitti, 
in fa£l were making for him, for they led the \ 
way to the recovery of his fon Jofeph, who had 
been loft, and alfo to Jacob's removal, with all 
his family, into the plentiful land of Egypt. I 
do not wonder, indeed, that this poor old man^ 
bowed down as he now was with age and infir- 
mity, and deprived, as he had been, firft of . 
one dear fon, and then of another, fliould be 
unwilling to let his prefent favorite Benjamin be 
carried off into Egypt, — And yet, what could 
he do ? The famine now again grew very fore 
in the land, and at lait,' when all the corn from 
Egypt was eaten up, even Jacob himfelf is re- 
prefented as aikin^g his fons to go again and buy . 
a litde food. 

" Then Judah fpake unto him, faying, The 
man did folemnly proteft unto us, ye Ihall not 
Ibe my face, except your brother Benjamin be 
with you. — Unlefs, therefpre, thou fend him, we 
will not go down to Egypt." Then Jacob faid 
unto his Tons, " Why did ye tell the man that 
you had a brother ?" And they anfwered, "The 
man did examine us clofely about our kindred, 
and therefore we tola* him, for how fhould we 
know that he would bid us fetch our brother to 
him?" Then Judah faid, very earneftly, "I 
pray you fend the lad, that we may not all die, 
we and our little ones, and I will be furety for 
him." And Jacob faid, " If it muft be fo, do 
then as you defire. But take yc the beft fruits 
j'n the land^ bahn^ and houcy^ ;xx\^ ^^\^^%^ ^t^A 
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myrrh, and nuts, and almonds; and take dou- 
^ ble money in your hands, and the money that 
you brought back in your fack's mouths carry 
again ; peradventurc it was an overfight. Take 
alfo your brother with you, and Goof Almighty 
give you mercy before the man, that he may 
fend away your other brother, and let Benja- 
min return alfo, — If I muft be bereaved of my 
children, there is no help for it, I muft be be- 
reaved," 

Thus did the fons of Jacob depart, all of 
them trembling with anxiety and fear, and ufing 
Hiany precautions to avoid giving offence to the 
great perfon to whom they were going. 

Now, this I may obferve, is a pifture of what 
fometimes happens to us. God is perhaps pre- 
paring to favor us with fome great bleffing, juft 
as he was now about to favor the family of 
Jacob; but before he gives us pofTeffion of the 
bleffing, he leads us through fome dark and 
dreary path, and we fancy a great evil is com- 
ing upon us. When, therefore, God is opening 
the way to thefe new mercies, we hang back, 
and fay with good old Jacob, " All thefe things 
arcagainft me." But though loth to move for- 
ward, yet what can we do ? Some peril greater" 
than that we had been dreading, awaits us, if 
We make more delay. With a heavy heart, widi 
a complaining tongue, and with weeping eyes, 
Wc fct forward in this path, which is, in faft, 
ncverthelefs, the path of our chief happinefs* 
Thus dp we often quarrel wii\\ owi V.^Svtv^* 
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And this, I take it, is a common cafe; fo^Jnt- 
arc all our complaints, but complaints againft' 
Providence; and do we not often murmur, even 
at thofe very dealings of Providence, which 
afterwards prove the moll remarkable for our 
good ? 

Reader, look back to your paft life; confidcr 
thofe feafons in it, when you have been forced^ 
by neceflity, on fome unplealant bufinefs, or 
when you have been hindered in your purfuit 
of fome favorite plan, or contraditled in your- 
opinions or your wifties. Now and then, per- 
haps, your Situation in life has feemed quite mc-: 
lanchoUy and defperate; mifery has appeared 
to threaten you on, every fide, and you have had 
only a fad choice of evils, juft like thefe fons 
of Jacob, who thought they had only to choofe 
between a famine at home, and the more ill 
ufage in Egypt. And yet, has it not afterwards 
proved, that God was bleffing you, by means 
of thofe very things, which were thought at the 
time fo terrible f 

There are many perfons, I am perfuadcd, 
who have even had their fouls faved much in 
the fame way in which this family of Jacob had 
their lives preferved. They have hung back 
and ftruggled hard for a while, againft thofe 
very things which have opened the way to their 
eternal falvation; they have been dragged from 
a life of fin and mifery as unwillingly as ever 
Jacob's tons were dragged from Canaan, and 
brought into the fruWuU;m^ ^^ "^^^^^^ tw. 
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firange as it may found, how unwilling are men 
to have their fouls faved! how unwilling, at 
leaft, ib take thofe means which arc abfolutely 
neccffary for it! How many fervants, as well 
as apprentices, and others are there, who can 
hardly be perfuaticd to attend at public worfliip, 
or at leaft, to give their minds to it when they 
are there; and yet, is not this one of the means 
of falvation ? They muft be forced to church by 
the authority of their mafters, or by fome ne- 
ceffity, almoft as urgent as that which drove the 
fons of Jacob from Canaan into Egypt ! Again, 
how many children are there, who, though in- 
vited freely to a Sunday School, neverthelefs, 
hang back from going thither, as much as ever 
the fons of Jacob hung back from going into 
Eg)pt. Perhaps loo, their parents have at the 
fame time been as unwilling to part with them 
through fome falfe fondnefs or other, as ever 
old Jacob was to part with his fon Benjamin, 
though it proved afterwards to be the making 
of that whole family. 

But let us return to the ftory. Jofeph's bre- 
thren fet off from Canaan under a great fright, 
as I have already told you, and they took double 
money in their Iiand, and they carried Benjamin 
^ith them, and having come down to Kgyptf 
they ftood before Jofeph. Now when Jofeph 
faw them, and oblcrved that Benjamin alfo was 
with them, he ordered a great dinner to be 
made ready, and he af^ed them to come to it. 
And Jofepb's /jrethren were afraid^ ou^^cq^m^. 
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of the money which they had carried ofiFinthei 
facks, and they got near to Jofeph's ftew'ard 
and (aid to him, " O ! Sir, we came dowi 
hither before to buy food, and it came to paC 
that when we got to the inn, on our way home 
we found every man's money in his fack!s moud: 
and therefore we have brought it back to you 
We cannot tell who put it there, and we hav 
now brought other money alfo, in order to bu 
food. — And the fteward faid, peace be to yoi 
I had your money, and he brought Simeon on 
to them," 

And when Jofeph camcf home, they drci 
near, and oflPered him the prefent which the; 
brought, and bowed themfelves to the eard 
before him. And Jofeph a(ked them of thei 
welfare, and faid, '• Is your father well, the ol 
man of whom you fpake : is he yet alive ? An 
they anfwered. Thy fervant our father is ii 
good health, he is yet alive; and they bowo 
down their iicads again to the ground. An< 
Jofeph lifted up his eyes and law his brothe 
Senjamin, "and faid, is this your younger brother 
of whom you fpake to me ? and then turning 
to the lad, God (faid he) be gracious unto theej 

* Jofeph now was much moved, for hi 

bowels did yearn over his brother, and h< 
fought where to weep, and he entered into hii 
chamber, and wept there." 

Religion does not deprive men, (as fome hav< 

imagined) of their natural affcftion and feeling, 

/or Jofeph was a religious taaxv^ ^5\4 ^^^hovi 
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did he overflow Mjifh kindnefs towards his bre* 
thrcn. It is alfo remarked in the New Tefta* 
ment, of one greater than Jofeph, I mean of 
our Saviour, on the occafion of the death of 
X.azarus, that, " Jefus wept." Religion regu- 
lates, no doubt, all the natural feelings of men; 
but it does not deftroy them. 
' Prefently afterwards, the meat was fet on 
table^ and Benjamin's mefs was five times as 
great as any other, and they eat and drank to- 
gether, and were cheerful. 

Now when the dinner was over, Jofeph, who 
was ftill unknown to his brethren, commanded 
that all their facks fhould be filled with corn^ 
and that every one's money fliould again be put 
into his fack, and moreover, that a filver cup, 
being Jofeph's own cup, fhould, together with 
the money, be put into the fack of Benjamin; 
and when the morning was come they all went 
away. And before they were got far from the 
city, Jofeph fent his Reward after them, who 
charged them with having ftolen Jofeph's cup 
out of the houfe. And they immediately de- 
nied the charge, and faid vehemently. With 
vhomfoever of us it is found, we will agree 
that he fliall die, and that we will all of us be 
your flaves (or bondmen) ; and a fearch being 
made, behold the cup was found in Benjamin's 
fack. — Then they rent their clothes for grief, 
and laded every man his afs, and returned to 
the city. And Jofeph faid unto them, What 
ieed is this that yc have done ? Axvd. "^vsAs!^ 
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(the fame who had promifed Jacob that ht 
vould be furety for Benjamin) replied, What 
(hall we fay unto my lord; God hath found out 
the iniquity of thy fervants : Behold, we wiU 
now be bondmen to my lord. And Jofeph faidj 
Not fo ; but he in whofe hand the cup is found 
(namely, Benjamin) he fhall be my flave oi 
fcrvant. But as. for you, get ye all away tc 
your father in peace.'* 

What a fituation had thefe fons of Jacob go 
into now ! Could any thing be more melanchol] 
and diftrefsful ! " O Jacob, Jacob !" the; 
would fay, "how fhall we ever lee thy face ij 
peace, if we bring not back Benjamin with us 
Well do we remember the words which dv 
break forth from thee at parting with uj 
Jofeph is not, and Simeon is not, and now y 
will take Benjamin from me." 

There is one refleflion to which I beg to ca 
the minds of my readers in this place. Jacob 
fons are now accufed unjuftly ; they are brougl 
into trouble through no fault of theirs : wherea 
HFormerly, they had committed a great fin; 
inean that of felling their brother Jofeph ; an 
had fuffered no particular inconveniences froi 
it. — They had not fuffered when they did wronj 
and yet now they fuffer for doing right; f( 
they certainly, as I fhould think, did right i 
going down to buy corn for themfelves ar 
their aged father, and even in bringing Benjami 
with fbem, under all the circumftances of tl 
cafe. Let us for a ti\omttvxft.o^\v^\Q:^ ^w\>5 
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ourfelves in the place of ihefc fons of Jacob. 
They might noW, methinks, be tempted to fay, 
" Surely, there is no righteous governor of the 
world; for when we do right, we only fufFer 
for it; and when we did wrong, we all efcaped 
unpunifhed. We will not believe therefore in 
a Providence : all things happen alike to all ; 
tbis world is governed by chance; nay, and the 
chance is often in favor even of the wicked.*' 
To all fuch profane reafoning, if I had feen 
Jofeph's brethren at this moment of time, I 
would have anfwercd, " Stop a little, I befeech 
you; do not decide fo haftily, for, remember, 
your ftory is but half over. By-and-by, per- 
haps, your innocence in the prefent matter will 
be cleareii up, and, for aught you know, your 
former fin, though long fince committed, may 
come to be found out." 

Let us apply this remark to ourfelves. We 
often feem to profit for a while by fome bad 
thing that we have done, or at leall we fuffcc 
no prefent puniflimcnt. Our fraud, our lying, •' 
or our a£l of violence, fucceeds for a certaiiSj^i 
time; and, perhaps, prefently afterwards, we 
chance to get into trouble by doing fomething, 
which, on the whole, really fccms to have been 
our duty. Do you never feel tempted to difbc- 
lieve in Providence on fuch occafions ? If you 
are, I wou4d fay to you, as I juft now obfcrved, 
that I would have faid to Jofeph's brethren, 
Wait a-whilc, I befeech you. Rc\t\eYc\b^\^>^^xvt 
Itor/ is but half over. Do not dcd^e u\\ ^^^^ 

II 



74 The Story of Jofeph and his Brethren. ' 

obferve the iffue. See whether in the end yoi 
will not be forry for every bad thing you hav 
ever done, and glad of every thing which, throug 
God's grace, you have been enabled to do 2 
right ; and even though this fhould not be th 
cafe now, it certainly will on the day of judj 
ment. 

Jofeph difcovers himfelf to his brethren. 

When Jofeph had made this propofal c 

keeping Benjamin as his flave or fervant, and ( 

fending the other fons of Jacob home in peac 

to their father, Judah came forward, and relate 

all that had palfed in the old man's houfe whe 

they were bringing Benjamin away. " My ft 

tlier faid to us," obferved Judah, " Behold 

have had two fons, and the one went from me 

meaning Jofeph, '• who is torn in pieces; an 

if yc take this alfo away, and mifchief bef 

l;im, ye (hall bring down my grey heirs wii 

forrow to the grave. Now, therefore," fa] 

judah, "let me abide inftead of the lad, as 

bondman to my lord, and let the lad go i: 

with his brethren. For how fliall I go up i 

my father, feeing that his life is bound up 

the lad's life ; and it fliall come to pafs, wh< 

he'feeth that the lad is not with us, that he w: 

die." 

" Then Jofeph could not refrain himfelf b 

fore all them that ftood by him, and he b 

every /Iranger to go oui* TVvtw l^ofe^h msa 
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himfelf known to hi* brethren : and Jofeph wept 
aloud, fo that the Egyptians in the houfe over* 
heard him. And Jofeph faid unto his brethren, 
I am Jofeph. Doth my father yet live ? And 
his brethren could not anfwer him, for they were 
troubled at his prefence." 

No wonder that Jofcph's brethren were trou- 
bled at this fpeech. Q ! how bitter a thing is 
fin. It caufes trouble at thofe moments which 
ought to be given up to joy. It fpreads a gloom 
over our happieft hours ; and while thofe who 
are not loaded with the fame guilt, are giving 
way to the moft delightful feelings, it makes the. 
man who is burthencd in his confcience to feel 
a double pang, to feel a pang, I mean, both on 
account of the fin itfelf, and alfo on account of 
his regret at being unable to join in the general 
joy that is going forward. 

Jpfeph, neverthelefs, comforts his brethren, 
^' Now therefore," fays he, " be not grieved, 
nor angry with yourfelves, for God did fend me 
before to preferve all our lives, fo now it was 
not you that fent me hither, but God." How 
freely does Jofeph appear, by this fpeech, to 
forgive his brethren ! Here is no malice, no 
hatred, no fpirit of revenge, no word even of 
reproof for all the evil they had endeavoured to 
do him; but the injured perfon is himfelf the 
comforter of thofe who had tried to injure him. 
Here, perhaps, fomc one may be ready to fay, 
" True, Jofeph did right to forgive his bre- 
thren^ for we arc all bound to foY^vv^\k^voL\feg& 
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trefpafs againft us; methinks, however, he irfi^ 
as well have faid fomething to them of their I 
for the fake of their own good." I anfwer, tl 
there is a time for all things, and that this w 
not the time for Jofeph to adminifter repro 
His brethren were likely, juft now, to be c 
down through over much forrow, and the thi 
they needed, at this moment, v/as therefc 
comfort rather than reproof. Your peof 
who take all occafions to reprove, without 
gard to fim.% or place, or circumflances, thou 
they may fay they mean only to do good by 
are apt to be harfli people. They are only 
dulging their own fpirit; and though they n 
j>erfuadcthemfelves that they are of a forgiv; 
temper at bottom, in faS are not fo much fc 
they think. 

But I would obferve further, that this extre 
kindnefi of Jofeph wi^uld, in my opinion, t< 
to affefl the hearts of his brethren more tl 
the fevereft reproof. " What (they would n 
fay to themfelves) have wc fold for a flav 
brother fo kind, fo generous, fo excellent 
this ! How little did we know of him when 
took upon us to fell him ! How rafhly did 
judge concerning his true, charafler, and c 
cejning his intention in thofe words which gj 
ixs fo much offence ! He was a better n 
thap we, though we all talked fo much aga: 
him, and even thought him hardly fit to liv 
1 would here beg all my readers to take c 
how they /peak eyil of p^vfons \{khout c 
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knowledge of their charafter. Efpecially I 
would advife you to beware of judging any one, 
on account of his having faid or done fometbing 
which happens to wound your own pride, or to 
give pain merely to yourfelf. He may b^ a 
good man on the whole, even though he fhould 
have erred in this particular; and you may err 
niore by the revenge you take for what he has 
faid that is ofFenfivc to you, than he has done 
by faying it. Take heed, then, left fome day or 
other fhould cdme, when the very perfon whom 
you are fet againft, (hall have hi* charafl:er clear- 
ed before all the world, in fpite of every thing 
you have faid againft him. Take heed, left you 
fliould be proved to have been the greateft finner 
. pf the two on that day when you ftiall each of 
you appear before God, and all his holy angels. 
O that we could all learn fomething of this kind, 
and affectionate, and forbearing temper of Jo- 
feph. He was as remarkable for it as he was ' 
for conquering thofe fecret temptationi which I 
before fpoke of. 

Jofeph having difcovered himfelf to his bre- 
thren, is now impatient that they (hould go to 
his father; "Kafteye," fays he, '^ and go up 
to my father, and fay unto him. Thus faith th/ 
fon Jofeph, God hath made me Lord of all 
Egypt. — Come down, tarry not, and thou fhalt 
dwell in the land of Gofhen; and thou (halt be 
near unto me, thou and thy children, and thy 
children*s children, and thy flocks and thy herds*^ 
and aU that thou haft, ar\d l\\«^Y^ V\i\ \ xx'^Nttifi^ 
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thee, for there are yet five years of famine to 
come." *' And Jofeph fell on his brother Ben» 
jamin*s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept on 
his neck," " Moreover, he kiffed all his bre- 
' ihren, and wept upon them, and after that his 
brethren talked with him." "And the fame 
hereof w^as heard in Pharaoh's houfe ; and it 
plea fed Pharaoh and his fervants. And PJuFaoh 
faid, Bring your father and your houflioIcHfcake 
V'aggons out of the land of Egypt for yourffittle 
ones, and for your wives, and bring your fath!cr, 
and come. And they did fo. And Jofeph gaS^e 
to each of them changes of raiment; and h& 
Tent to his father ten alfes, laden with the good 
things of Egypt, and ten more'afles laden witB- 
corn and bread and meat for his father, by the 
■v;ay." 

Accordingly Jacob having been invited by his 
Tons, and having alfo been encouraged by God 
in a dream, arrived in Egypt; and all the fouls 
that went with him, befides his fons' wMves, w-ere 
Jixty and fix. 

'•And Jofeph made ready his chariot, and 
vent to meet his father, anj^ fell on his necky 
and wept a long time. And Jacob faid. Now 
let me die, fince I have fcen thy face, that thou 
art yet alive. And Jofeph brought in JacoK. 
iiis father, and fet him before Pharaoh. And ' 
Pharaoh laid unto Jacob, " How old art thou ?" 
And Jacob faid unto Pharaoh, " The days of 
die years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and 
{/urt/ years ; few and c\i\ VA\e v\i^ divj^ q£ vl^^ 
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years of my life been." And Jacob bleffed 
Pharaoh. And Jacob lived in the land of 
Egypt feventeen years, and he died." 

'' Now when Jofeph's brethren law that their 

father was dead, they faid, Jofeph will perad- 

venture hate us, and will requite us for all the 

, evil that we did unto him. And they fent a 

f meffage to Jofeph, faying^ that their father, be- 

f fore he died, commanded them to requeft of 

Jofeph, that he would forgive their trefpafs 

againft him. And Jofeph wept to think that 

they ftiould fpeak thus unto him. And Jofeph 

faid, Fear not. As for you, iiideed,vye thought 

evil againd me ; but God meant it for good. 

Now, therefore, I will nourifh you and your 

little ones. And he comforted them, and fpake 

kindly unto them. And Jofeph lived an hun- 

dred and ten years. And he faid to his bre- - 

thren, God will furely vifit you, and bring you 

out of this land into the land which he promifcd 

lo Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob. And Jo- 

feph died." 

Thus ends the hiftory of Jofeph. I have 
already obferved,* that one of the chief things 
lo be learned from it is the doflrine of a parti- 
cular Providence. " It was not you" (as Jofeph 
faid very juftly to his brethren) that fent me 
into Egypt; but it was God;" that is, it was 
not you only. Men, indeed, were the inftru- 
mentsy and men are accountable to God for 
every part of their own conduCt, juft as much . 
as if there was no Providence \v\ \\\^ o.*^^.^. "S^xjl^^ 
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towever, though man may aft as he pleafes, ] 
Ged overrules all things fo as to bring about 
own purpoles. God, in this inftance, had 
plan in view. He had made a promife 
Abraham, the grandfather of Jacob, who v 
the father of Ifaac, that from him the Savic 
fliould come, for that " in his feed all the far 
lies of the earth fliould be bleffed." In ful 
ment of this promife, Ifaac and Jacob W( 
born. I fliould here remark, by the way, tl 
to Jacob the name of Ifrael was given ; fo tl 
when the Scriptures fpcak of the Ifraelites,* i 
the" fame thing as if they faid the children- 
Jacob. Of thefe there were twelve tribes, ev( 
one of the fons of Ifrael becoming the father 
a whole tribe. Thefe Ifraelites, after a tic 
were brought out from Egypt, having be 
very ill treated there by king Pharaoh, and ti 
became a great and famous people; for G 
wrought many miracles in the midlt of the 
and gave them the law of the ten cx^^mmaj 
ments, and fet up his worfhip among them, a 
ieparated them from the reft of the world, wh 
continued in ignorance of God and of the fcr 
tures. It was from thefe IfraeHtes (or Jews, 
they were afterwards called*) that the pVomi 
Saviour came. And, bleffed be God, this ! 
viour is net the Saviour of the Jews only, 1 
he is now preached to us, " upon whom i 
ends of the world are come." Mow imnort; 
then is the flory of Jofoph in tiiis view. 
Wcis a.fleccfi'ary l\;ik in Vh«t ^t^:^v dWv\ of P 



rhc Story of Jofeph and his Brethren. 8j 

jnce, xind this chain reaches from the be- 
ling of the world, even to the end of it, 
r is it with the life of Jofeph only, that the 
ddence of God concerns itfeh". Your life 
mine, and all the various events of it, great 
fmall, from our birth unto our dying hour^ 
equally under the divine direction. The 
e God who fent the Iftimaelites to the pit's 
Jth, when Jofeph was fo near being left to 
fh there, the fame God who gave Jofeph 
)r in the fight of Potiphar his mafter, and 
s afterwards delivered him out of prifon, ai>^ 
le him ruler over all Egypt, appoints alfo to 
he bounds of our habitation, and orders our 
\\t lot in life. If then, like Jofeph, we are 
ing God, let us not fear to truft him ; and 
Jgh we fhould fall occafionally into ftraits, as 
?ph did, yet let us hope, when the end of 
days fhall come, and when the whole of our 
y fhall be told, that we (hall be able to trace 
Lord's goodnefs and mercy even in themoll 
ftive circumftances of our lives, as we have 
r been doing in the cafe of Jofeph. 
Jor let us wonder at the vaU confuiion and 
rder which we fometimes fee in the world in 
sral. Let not our faith fail us, if now and 
I the wicked fhould feem every where to 
fper, and the whole company of the righte- 
fhould come under adverfiiy. The hillory 
Jofeph fhews, that it is ihe plan of Provi- 
ce Ibmctimes to withdraw, in appearance, 
proteflion and favor from Viis ovNwkx\^x^s»^ 
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and to put off, to a future feafon, the evil dj 
which is coming upon finners. Soon, howeve 
the time will come, when all that has be( 
crooked fhall be made ftraight, and all that h 
been dark in Providence, Ihall be cleared up 
The ftory of Jofeph, as we alfo obferved, 
but a fmall part of fcripture ; it fills but a fe 
pages of that large and comprehenfive volum 
being connefled, however, with events whii 
go before, and with thofe which follow afte 
and jufl: fo, methuiks, the hiftory of this who 
|[lobe of ours is but like a fingle leaf in a gre 
volume, and it cannot be fully underftood uni 
the dealings of God with all his various ere 
tures fhall be made known,- until the whole bo( 
of his providence Ihall be opened, and until J 
thofe events, both paft and future, with whii 
God's government of this world may be co 
neSed, fhall be fully revealed. Let us wa 
therefore, in the exercife of faith and hope, i 
inembering, as the Apoftle fays, that while \ 
are here below, " We know but in part; b 
when that which is perfe6l is come, then tl: 
which is in part fhall be done away. — For nc 
we fee through a glafs darkly; but then face 
face; Now we know in part; but then fh; 
we know, even as alfo we are known." 
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EXPLANATION. 

OF THE 

TEN COMMANDMENTS. 



PART !!• 

FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 

llONOR thy father and thy mother, that 
|r days may be long in the land which the Lord 
I God fliall give thee." 
In the New Teftament, it is written, " Chil- 
cn obey your parents in all things, for this is 
ell pleafmg to the Lofd." We there alfo 
ad, that our Saviour himfelf, when he was 
irclve years old, was fubjcQ. to his parents, and 
one of the following verfes it is added, that 
Jefus encreafed in wifdom and ftature, and in 
vor with God anid man." 
There is hardly any fight more pleafing than 
at of a little child honoring his parents, lilten- 
g attentively to all that is faid to him, running 
irickly to fulfil their wiflies, and being thus 
fubjcCl" or obedient to them, after the ex- 
nple of Chrifl his Savionr. And on the other 
and, there arc few fights more meloncholy avvd 
npromifing than that of a child wUo *u q\>%.- 
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nate and difobedicnt, who does not honor hi 
father, nor give car to the voice of his mother 
but mud be fpoken to, again and again, anc 
who can hardly be brought, even by ftripes, t( 
do the thin/x which is commanded him. 

The ill behaviour of fome children, and el 
pecially of very young ones, may be confiderc( 
as greatly owing to a fault in their parents ; fo 
the fame law which fays " Children obey you 
parents,'* implies, that parents ought to teacl 
them obedience. In many places children feen 
to rule the houfe ; the moft important converfa 
tion is interrupted by their unfeafonable noife 
every one is to wait their time, and all thing 
are rendered fubjcQ: to their humours. 

Now this is juft the contrary to what it flioul 
be. God has ordained, that parents fhall di 
reQ, and children (hall obev. He has eftablifliei 
in the world, a plan of fubordination, and tha 
perfon who begins life by rebelling againft hi 
parents, in defiance of this Commandment c 
God, will be too likely to prove a bad fubjefl 
a violent mafter, an ill-tempered hufband, 
troublefome friend, and an undefirable connec 
tion in all the later periods of his life; whereas 
a young man or woman, having for a courfc c 
years fulfilled faithfully and affeQiohately, an 
in the fear of God, every filial duty, and efp< 
cially having done it under trying circumftance 
has given one of the beft proofs that can be a 
forded^ of a difpofition to attend to all the oth< 
obligations of rclauve' V\fe^ ^w^ ^dtxN^ \a^ 
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confidered, on this account, as a valuable friend, 
and a very defirable connexion. 

And now let each of my readers afk himilf, 
how far he has fulfiled this law of God, remem- 
bering alfo, that it ought to be interpreted, as 
including all the various relative duties between 
man and man. 

Firft then, have you fet out in infancy, with 
honoring your parents, both by your conduct 
I and in your heart; .neither difobeying them to 
tlieirface, nor making light of them behind their 
back f Have you never grudged them fecretly 
the obedience you feemed to pay, nor been in 
hafte to afl'ert your independence as you were 
growing up ? If you have loft at an early age 
the bletfing of parents, have you fubniitted, in 
like manner, to thofe v^hom God's providence 
has put in their place, obeying your Itep-fatlicr 
or llep-mothcr, your elder brother or filter,' 
uncle or aunt ? In more advanced life, have 
you perfevered as the duty of entire fubmiffion 
l^ffened, to (hew to each of ihofe all due de- 
'ference and refpetil ? In their old age have you 
•endeavoured to repay them by your affect ion 
'and watchful attention, as well as by your boun- 
ty, if they needed it, for all their care and ten- 
demefs, and liberality to you in your infancy 
*and youth? yYic you ufcd to h.onor all your 
•various relations in their due degrees? Have 
yoH fubmittcd yourfclf to your teachers and in- 
ftruftors, to your fpiritual pallors aud wWv\<i\^^ 
ordering youriblf lowiy and iCNtta^'CvN v:^ "j!^ 
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your betters ? And, further, is it your prafti 
to fubmit to every ordinance of man for l 
Lord's lake, to honor the king, to obey n 
gillrates, not accuftoming yourfclf to fpeak c 
refpeClfully of them, nor raQily cenfuringlht 
in thofe things which you do not underttam 
If you are a fervant, do you obey your maft 
not rudely anfwering again, and '• not with ej 
fervice only as pleafing men, but God w 
trieth the heart ? ' 

How beautiful is the order of fociety, wh 
each, according to his place, and in the ju{t( 
grce, pays willing honor to his fuperiors, a 
when the fupcriors regularly fulfil their feve 
parts alfo : when the people reverence the kii 
and the king governs wcllthe people: wfc 
the children every where arc feen honori 
their partftis, and the parents fulfil their duty 

• the children : when fervants arc proirpt to oL 
their mailers, and maflers deal kindly with th 
ftrvar.ts: when wives alfo and hufband?, wl 
bi others and fillers, when partners in bufin( 
when high and low, rich and poor, accordi 
to the feveral ranks which God has eftabliCh 
in fccieiy : when landlord and tenant, mai 
and workmen, miniiler alfo and people, inftc 

,uf each proudly pufhing himfelf into the ch 
of his fuperior, (its down fatisfied with his o 
place, and endeavours humbly and thankful 
and in the fear of God, to fulfil all the dut 
uf U ! 
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SIXTH COMMANDMENT. 

« Thou (halt not kill." 

This Commandinent is fometicpes rendered, 
**Thou Ihalt do no murder;" and very properly, 
for all killing is not intended to be forbidden, 
though all murder is. Killing has, in forae cafes, 
l>een not only allowed, but even required in 
Scripture. Thus, for inftance, it is written in 
the Lcvitical law; " Whofo fheddeth man*s 
hlood, by man fliall his blood be fhed ;" and 
the putting of a murderer to death, by the re- 
gular magiftracy, after a fair trial, is undoubt- 
edly a means of preventing murder in general. 

Murder means, the putting a perfon to death 
through deliberate malice; a crime which our 
very nature teaches us to view with great horror; . 
but to kill a perfon by ftriking him in a paiTion, 
without intending his death, or to kill another 
in a duel, or in a private battle, cfpecially if wc 
have been the aggreffors, carries, no doubt, in 
it much of the guilt of murder in the fight of 
God. To let a perfon pcrifh through negleft, 
whofe life has been cntruRed to us, as the life 
of a child is to a nurle, as that of all the patients 
in an hofpital is to the apothecary or phyfician, 
Hrell defcrves alfo the name of murder. 

I would here take occafion to notice the great 
5n of felf-murder. We have no right over our 
>wn lives any more than over the lives of others, 
or we belong to God and not to ourfelves; and 
ve are exhorted in Scripture lo bc^^ ^n^w <s\^ 
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hcavieft affliftions wiih patience and refignation 
to the will of our heavenly Father, who appoints 
our trials for us. 

It may be proper, in this place, to remark, 
that the cnaQirig of laws, which are too fan- 
guinary in their nature, and alfo the entering in*, 
to, or encouraging of wars, which arc vindi6tive 
and unjuft, is unqueftionably a breach of thi* 
commandment. 

But we mult now proceed a {:cp further. Not 
only to kill is to be confidercd as forbidden by 

, this law, but alfo to injure, or to intend to 
injure. This law forbids thofe evil and angry 
paflions which arc,the feeds of murder. Caiiv 
firft envied his brother, and after that he mur- 
dered him. The Pharifees firft hated Chrift, 
and after that they were the means of his being 
put to death. *' Whofo hateth his brother," 
fays the apoftlc, " is a murderer." Our Saviour 
alio finds fault with the Pharifees for explaining 
this Commandment fo loofcly as they did ; and 
then proceeds to warn his Difciples not even 
" to be angry with their brother without a 
caufe." 

But again ! this Commandment may be con- 
fidercd as. not only .forbidding injuries, but as 
commanding good-will. Chrill our Saviour not 
only did not go about wounding and injuring 
men, and putting them to death, but he went 
about befriending them, and doing them good : 
and wc fhould, according to our opportunity, 

'go and do likewife. 
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Let 11S9 then, examine ourfelves fully refpeEU 
ing this Commandment ; for many are apt fo 
fancy, that having never literally been fo wicked 
as to kill any one, they have therefore no con- 
cern in it. Let us bear in mind, that we muft 
not only not kill, but that we muft not intend to 
kill; that we muft not only not hurt, but that 
we muft not wifh to hurt; and that, although 
therefore we Ihould be fitting in- our private 
rooms, and not faying or doing any thing, yet 
if any fecret thoughts are indulged in our minds, 
which are to the prejudice of our neighbour; 
if we are allowing ourfelves to indulge theleaft 
ill-will to him, we are by no means clear of the 
fin of breaking this Commandment. Let us 
refleft alfo, that when one thing is forbidden in 
Scripture, the thing contrary to it may often 
be confidered as commanded. When injuring 
is forbidden, doing kixidneffes, therefore, may 
be undcrftood to be commanded. Inftead of 
prejudicing our neighbour, do we then delight 
in doing him fervice ? " Love worketh no ill 
to his neighbour ; therefore, love is the fulfill- 
ing of the law, for this thou fhalt not kill." Do 
we then Ihew love to our neighbour ? Do we 
then feel a tender concern never to hurt any one 
by word or deed ; never to give even to the 
meaneft of our fellow-creatures the fmsfUeft de- 
gree of needlefs pain and forrow ? Do we con- 
fider it as a part of our buGnefs in life to fup- 
port the weak, to feed the hungry, to cloOAS.tl«. 
nakcd^ according to our abiUiv, ^vA^^o Vc> <:.ot^- 
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fort them that arc aSlifted ; to heal the wounds 
which others give, and, after the example ol 
our blefled Saviour, to reheve the temporal as 
well as fpiritual wants of mankind. 

SEVENTH COMMANDMENT. 

/• Thou flialt not commit adultery." 
In this law of God, as in many of the others, 
the higheft degree of crime. is mentioned; but 
all the fraaller degrees of it are intended alfo tG 
be forbidden. Mod people, no doubt, will 
agree, that " thou (halt not kill," implies alfo, 
thou fhalt not hurt; and that the command, tc 
honor our father '^nd mother, includes the ho 
nor due to thofe other perfons whom God ha: 
placed over us : fo alfo, '^ thou fhalt not fleal,* 
means, unqueftionably, tho\i (halt in no wife 
defraud or cheat. On the fame principle, then, 
wc ought to underfland the words, "thou fliali 

o ... 

not commit adultery," as implying likewife thai 
wc muil not be guilty of any thing which i: 
contrary to ftri6l chaftity. Indeed, our Saviouj 
himfelf has put it out of all doubt, that wc 
ought thus to explain this Commandment ; foi 
he hath fexprefsly told us, that " whofoeverlook- 
eth on a woman to luft after her, has already 
comflwUed adultery with her in his heart." The 
Scriptures of the New Teftament, in many 
places, declare ftrongly againft unchaftity ol 
every kind; and folemnly warn us, after fpeak- 
J/jfr of this and other grofs fins, that " they 
ivhich do fuch things ftvaW T\o\.'vcv\vt.\\v>5cvt.yYw;| 
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1 of God." Thofe- who deliberately and 
ilually venture on fins of this fort, would do 
5 therefore, to remember, that they do it in: 
ince of the plained threatenings of God; 
that while they continue in fuch prafliccs, 
can have no hope of eternal life, for " the 
ptures cannot be broken." 
: is very proper here to remark, that every 
imandment of God, however ftriS: and harfh 
lay feem, tends, in faft, to proihote the 
rinefs of his creatures. If mankind were 
ATcd to iudulge all their natural inclinations 
as they pleafed, what mi fery would fill the 
ii! 

.et us now draw the piSurc of the wretched 
! of one who has broken this Commandment 
Jod ; and let us alio take occafion to fhew 
I. what fort of fmall beginnings the ruin of 
)ung woman may naturally be fuppofcd to 
:ced. 

/e will imagine, then, that a yojng girl fets 
in life with a thoughtlefi and giddy mind, 
with a fccret inattention and diflike to ferious 
,ion. We v/ill fuppofe her alfo having been 
;what fpoiled from her infancy, to be not 
h ufed to labour, and to be, at the fame 
, fond of finery, or of what fhe calls fafhion 
gentility, and apt to drefs.herfelf out, not 
aps always very decoroufly, with a view to 
's admiration. 

le fucceeds in drawing the notice oC Covwe. 
man or other^ who begins lo \.iik<?Avci^tvv^'^ 
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Avith her, infifting always that there is no harn 
in it. Such a man as this foon finds out tha 
Ihe has no very ftrift principles about her, anc 
he takes for granted that (lie will make no grea 
confcience of retaining her modefty, havini 
obferved that (he is not very confcientious abou 
other matters. She is drawn away ftep by ftep 
one little liberty is permitted, or perhaps in 
vitcd, and then another, until ihe has complete( 
her ruin. For a while (lie tries to conceal he 
fhame, by lying or deceit; but it is impofCbl 
long to do it. The talc is out, her charafler i 
gone, and from this time (lie finds it far mdr 
difficult to get her bread honeftly than before 
Now alfo (he is expofed to the rude in{ults c 
every profligate man whom (he meets, and wh< 
knows her (lory.* Being a(hamed of her forme 
friends, or having friends who are, perhapi 
a(hamed of her, (he dwells among ftrangers. Sh 
has no eye to pity her, no father or mother ti 
guard and to direft her, no hu(band to comfoi 
her, no companion to foothe her, or to attend U 
her in diftrefs. Being driven to extremity, an< 
forfaken, as a young woman almoft always is b; 
her feducer, vice perhaps, by degrees, become 
her trade; and if that be the cafe, (he live 
among the vileft company. B ut what is worft o 
all, her own heart, under thefe circumitances, be 
comes every day more and more hardened. Shi 
h undone in every fenfe. She foon become 
direafed in body, and is ftill more dreadfulh 
ruined as to her inmd> ^x\^ ?cv^*u ^n^\>j ^ 
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ing lower and lower. As long as fhe treads, 
earth, woes upon woes await her, and there 
ns to be no glimpfe of hope for her, while, 
le next world, there is nothing but " a fear- 
looking for of ficry^ indignation." 
'here is often one circumftance in the fitua- 
of women of this fort, and efpecially of 
\ as niay not be fo hardened as I have de- 
Ded, which is very afFefting, and that is the 
5 of their children, if they (hould have any : 
what a curfe do thofe children corcmonly 
Q to them! What a cortinual reproach as 
1 as burden ! There is no father to fupport 
feeble infant, nor to provide for the mother 
ing her lying in. In moft cafes, therefore, 
1 children are dreadfully neglected, and often 
ih miferably. But if their bodies are at- 
ied to, and preferved alive, how exceedingly 
itute arb they of inftruflion, and thus what 
ger is there left they fliould perifh miferably 

their fouls ! 

Compare now the cafe of fuch an unhappy 
Dan as has been defcribed, with the lot of 
who, having maintained her modcfty, and 
)ut in the fear of God, has become united 

1 a chriftian hufband, in that ftatc of wed- 
L which has been appointed by the laws of 
Maker. Her friends, many of them, pro- 
ly, abide around her, and her hufband, who 
er chief earthly dependence, fupports, pro- 
s, and comforts her: he commends her to 
ihy his prayers, and he ia\]gtoN ^^\\^iVj \iv^ 
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chriftian counfel and converfation. Her cbi 
dren rife up and call her bleffed. Theit edua 
tion engages her at home, while the father 
working for the family abroad; and flie fee 
the tendereftafFeftion for them. She does n( 
view them (like the other women we dcfcribec 
with a tormenting xionfcience, being continual! 
reminded by - tliem pf her guilt. She is m 
afhamed (as the other i.i) of having them calle 
by her name, but fhe views them as a bleffir 
fent from heaven, as both a comfort and 
credit to her, and a-s a means, pofiibly, offu] 
port, when old age fiiall advance, and whe 
both her own and her hufband's Itrength flia 
fail. What a difference! How excellent th( 
is that law of God which tends to promote fuc 
happinefs as this, and to prevent the mifei 
which was before defcribed. Never, pcrhap 
did God coafuU more clearly the temporal con 
fort and well being of his creatures tlian whc 
he gave the law,, which fays, "Thou ihalt n( 
commit adultery;" and when he prohibited! 
cfFeQually, as he has done in the New Teft; 
ment, every fpecies of unchaltity. Inftea( 
therefore, of faying, as wicked men are apt t 
do, "Where is the harm of following all oi 
natural inclinations? let us learn, on the coi 
trary, to admire the goodncfs of God in th 
law, and to confidcr the libertine as one of th 
greateft enemies of mankind; as far more hur 
ful than the thief or the robber; as a rebel, i 
ihc lirll pla:ce, agaiaS. iVie Comm^xAesx^xvX-S^tV^ 
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God, as a hinderer of his own happinefs, and a 
' deftroycr of the happinefi of his fellow-creatures. 
The well being of a country depends, in a 
great meafure, on the attention which is paid ia 
it to the ordinance of God, refpefting matri- 
mony. It is through tlie inftitution of families 
that children are brought up in an orderly man- 
ner, and that the knowledge of God and of his 
Ijiws is handed down from generation to genera- 
tion. Villages and towns are apt to be peace- 
able and happy in proportion as the loofer 
people of each fex are few, and the family-men 
and women are numerous in the place; and 
vhen mutiny or rebellion breaks out in the fleets 
or armies of the kingdom, it is on the family- 
men who may be inlifted in them that we more 
particularly depend for our fccurity. 

But fome there arc, perhaps, who readily 

allow all this, and yet there own praflice is a 

contradiflicu to it. Pcfnbly they may think 

, that there is no fuch great crime committed ia 

j their cafe, becaufe they take care that no one 

fliall fee them. They fay to themfelves, as is 

I reprefcnted by the Pfalmilt, " Surely, tbedark- 

ncfs (hall cover mc." " But are not the dark- 

nefs and the light both alike to God ?" And is 

ihere not " a day coming, when that which has 

been hidden Ihall be made known, and when 

God fliall judge the fecrets of all hearts by Jefus 

Chrift?" "Blciied," fays our Saviour, ^' are 

the pure in heart, for they fliall fee God." In 

vaii)^ there/erf; do men comfoil l\\c\tv^^Vx^m^ 



*96 Explanation of the Ten CorMandmenis, 

the thoughts of privacy. Gdd fees them nc 
•and it is more than probable that their fellc 
creatures aifo will, after a time, find themd 
or have even detefted them already, though i 
known to have done fo, for a thoufandaccide 
may bring the mod hidden things to lig 
God alfo, in his juft judgment, may fee 
thus to punifh, even in. this world, the fee 
offender. Thus, in the cafe of David, his gi 
was for a time artfully concealed, but God ^ 
plcafed to make it known as a warning to oth< 
and as a part of the juft penalty due to the t 
•dreadful crimes which he had committ 
" Thou didft it fecrdtly," faid Nathan in 
name of the Lord to David, " but I will 
this thing, (that is, I will infliftthc punifhme 
before all Ifracl, and before ihe fun." It ish 
alfo worthy of obfcrvalion, that there is no 
which men can indulge to a certain point, i 
which they can afterwards reflrain as they plcc 
" Whqfo committeth fin becomes the ferv 
(or flavc;) of that fin." He that allows hini: 
even in finful thoughts, gives the reins to his 
clinations, and he little knows whither they rr 
carry him. 

• Let it then be remembered, that fin is to 

•refitted in its firft beginnings and that ev 

thing, therefore, which may become atcraj 

tion either to a perfon himfelf or to others. 

on every principle of the gofpel, to be avoid 

^ Let all vicious curiofity be rellraincd in yoi 

'"eop/e. Let all licealious cor[\^^t\>j ^ VxV* 
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foodeft books, and all loofe fongs, as weir as 
that ^ foolilli talking or jelling," which bor- 
dtTS on indecency, and which the apollle con- 
demns, as quite unbecoming in a Chridian, be 
utterly avoided ; and finally, let it be remem- 
bered, that decency, modefty, and propriety, 
its well as continual watchfulnefs, temperance, 
and felf-denial, and every thing elie which tends 
to promote purity of heart and life, may pro- 
perly be confidered as required of us by this 
Commandment. 
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EIGHTH COMMANDMENT. 



HOU (halt not fteal." 
To (leal is to take either by force or fraud, that 
. which is not our own, and it is a fin which is for- 
bidden both by the laws of God and man. It i$ 
puniflied in this country often even with death, 
and the New Teftament affures us, that thieves, 
whom it names together with adulterers, " ftiall 
not inherit the kingdom of heaven." Men are 
commonly led into this fin through the diftrcfs, 
or ncceflity, as they are apt to call it, which has 
been brought upon them by their other fins. 
They have been firft idle and extravagant, or 
drunken and debauched, or polTibly addiQed to 
gaming; by one or other of thefe means they have 
brought them/eives into ftravls^ -"A^\ v^ 
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deliver themfelves, they have been tempted to 
take to thieving. Pride alfo, ftrange as it may 
feem, contributes often to theft. Some nie% 
when they have fallen into diftrefs, though pofli- 
bly it may have happened without any fault of 
theirs, are afhamed to own it. They think it very 
lowering to afk help from others, and they will 
not do it for the world. They will rather taicefe- 
cretly what is not their due, than a{k openly fome 
charitable friend to affift them. Now I conceive, 
that in this country, if a man can really prove his 
diftrefs not to have been brought upon him by 
his vices, there are many good Chriftians, who, 
if he applies to them, will take care at leaft not 
to let them ftarve, and there is theparifli help to 
fly to in all cafes ; fo that it feems difficult to ftatc 
a cafe in which there can be any tolerable excufe 
for ftcaling. 

In order then to avoid this fin, let every one 
keep at a diftance from whatfoever leads to it; 
let him keep clear of idlenefs and debauchery, 
and extravagant living, and above all, of gaming. 
And if unhappily he has already got into trouble, 
cither through any of thefe vices, or through 
misfortune, let him be afraid of that falfe fhame, 
and of that hurtful pride, or fpirit as it is called^ 
which will not permit him to own what has paff* 
cd, and to apply to his friends and neighbours. 

Let another caution here be given. The fin 

* of downright theft is what men commonly come 

to by degrees, A man, for inftance, who cheats 

A/s mailer^ or fuperior, o£ mout^^ niVaOcv V-** 
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been intrufted to hira for fome fpecial fervicc, 
commonly begins merely by borrowing, as he 
calls it (though without leave) fome fmall part, 
perhaps, of the money of his employer. He 
fays to himfelf, '• I will borrow this only for a 
day or two, and then I will replace it;" but a 
praflice of this fort being once allowed, he goes 
a litde further and a little further. Large fums 
are at length mifapplied; for it is more than 
probable that his neceflity increafes on him ; 
and now, perhaps, he takes money to himfelf, 
when there is no chance of his foon reftoring it, 
or even of his ever doing fo. He is become a 
thief almoft before he is aware of it. At laft, 
after trying by various fliameful arts to conceal 
the (late of his accounts, and thus adding fin to 
fin, he is found out, and even though he ihould 
not be punifhed in the fame way as other thieves 
are, yet he is no doubt as guilty as they, and he 
is pretty fure at lead to lofe his chara£ler and his 
employment. 

There are others again, who have, after a 
while, become finifhed rogues, by allowing them- 
felves at firft to fteal, things which they have 
thought very infignificant and trifling. They 
have not confidered, that to ileal a little thing 
may be a great crime, and that this is one very 
common road to robli^ry, burglary, and to all 
kinds of wickednefs. 

Children, therefore, fhould be taught from 
their very earlieft years to keep their hands from 
picking and lleaJing. The cVivldxew oi >iN& \v^ 
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fkould be inftruSed, that to pick fruit out of a 
garden, to take fweetmeats, or any other thing, 
from a fhelf, a table, or a clofet, is a breach of 
this commandment; and the children of the poor 
ought in like manner to be told, that to take the 
turnips out of a field which is not their own, or 
the flakes out of a hedge, . or the apples whicb 
are lying in an orchard, is the road to greater 
thefts, and is a fin both againft God and againil 
their neighbour. 

Servants need to be on their guard againft 
temptations of the fame fort. If they would be 
ftriftly honeft, they as well as children muft take 
care not privately to tafte any thing which is not 
intended for them; neither ftiould they give away 
meat or drink to any perfons to whom they dare 
not acknowledge that they gave it, nor in greater 
quantities than they would care to own. I wilF 
add, that they ought never to expend their maf- 
ter's money in any way whatever that is contrary 
to his wifhes. Some fervants are apt to do \h\9 
for the fake of maintaining, as they call it, the 
credit of the family, when the matter is not at all 
defirous of that fort of credit, but thinks, per- 
haps, that the expence or ftiew made in the houfe- 
keeper's room or kitchen is a great difgrace to 
him. Every mailer's money is certainly his own, 
amd an honeft houfekeeper, or other fervant, will 
feel himfelf bound to confider only how he may 
beft fulfil the exprefled or implied wifhes of his 
j»after in every part of the expenditure intrufted 
to him. For a fervant to lake ^tc^\S\\.t.^ \j\v\cli 
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he does not avow, becaufe, perhaps, he dares not, 
is another praftice hardly reconcilable to exa£i 
integrity ; for though taken in the firft inftance 
from the tradefman, the amount, or perhaps more 
than the amount, is charged in one way or other 
to the mailer, fo that the iervant (liould confider 
himfelf as taking it from the matter, whofc leave, 
therefore, he fhould have for doing it. 

I am aware that a (leward, or houfekeeper, 
who a6ls up to thefe principles, may be expofed 
poilibly to much reproach from thofe under him, 
and to many difficulties, to all which I have only 
to anfwer, that he who will a8: a Chriftian part, 
and endeavor to obtain the favor of God, muft 
run the rilk now and then of lofing the favor of 
his fellow-creatures, and muft himfelf become 
an example of felf-denial alfo. That fteward or 
houfekeeper, it is to be feared, is not very ho- 
neft, however he may pride himfelf on his inte- 
grity, who has never yet combated any common 
cuftoms of families, and |jas never been charged 
by any one with being too particular. 

In buying and felling nothing is more ufual 
than for each fide to try to over^reach the other, 
and it is little cohfidered that to do this is, in 
other wDrds, to Ileal or cheat. Let me now 
fuppofe, for argument's fake, that I have nine 
{beep to fell, and that having pretended there 
are ten, I lake the money for ten, the miftake 
or ignorance of the buyer being fo great that he 
does not find me out. " Oh, how fcandalous ! 
^vcry one would fay ; this is dovftvn^V Ocvs^^v 
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ing; this is robbing the other man of the value 
of one flieep. k is what any one ought to be 
hanged for." Well then, as this is not a repu- 
table mode of cheating, being not a very com- 
mon one, nor indeed a very eafy and practicable 
way neither, I can efFeO: the fame purpofe in tjie 
following manner : I have only to pretend tha£ 
each fheep is about one-tenth better than. it is, 
that it is one-tenth fatter, and heavier, and finer 
flavored, .and older ; I have only to give my 
word for It, that, for fome reafon or other, the 

^ fheep are each of them worth one-tenth more 
than in faft they are, and then, if I fucceed in 
my attempt, it is plain that I fhall get the value 
of one flieep more than my due, juft as much 
as if I cheated in the other way. 

To deceive in felling a hbrfe, to cry up his 
virtues, but to fay nothirrg of his faults, and to 
endeavor to get as much money for him with all 
his faults as if he had no faults at all, is juft in 
like manner to cheat ov ftcal. To put falfe marks 
upon goods, in order 4o make them appear to be 
the manufacture of fome perfon in repute, who 
did not really manufacture them, or even to give 
a falfe outlide appearance to them, or to call 
them by a falfe name, or, in fliort, to <ay any 
thing of them which is known by ourfelves not 
to be true, in order to recommend them, is 
clearly an attempt to cheat, and is a breach of 
this Commandment. 

On the other hand alfo, the way which fome 

buyers tnkc in order to gel \v\\a\.i\i^^ c^\^^oo^ 
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bargain, although they may be very proud of it, 

is often little better than ftcaling; they cry down 

the thing they want to buy, and pretend to fee a 

thoufand faults in it, not fully believing all they 

fay 5 and as to the excellencies of it, they utter 

not a word; and when perhaps they have driven 

. a poor neceflitous fhopkeepcr, or other dealer, 

f down to their price, alFefling all the while to 

ihink the thing fliamefully dear, they go away 

and cell their neighbors what a bargain they have 

got. This praftice is as old as Solomon's time : 

•*Itis naught, it is naught, fays the buyer, but 

afterward he boaftcth." 

In fettling the wages of labor, there is often 
much fraud attempted on each fide. When a 
Workman or fervant pretends to do more work 

I than he really performs, when he fpends more 
idle t?me than his maRer knows of, and yet 
claims the fame wages which arc due to one that 
« diligent, he then on his fide may be faid to 
cheat or fteal; and, on the other hand, when 
^matter works a fervant hard and pays him lit- 
tle; when he takes advantage of the man's wil- 
iJingnefs and goodnature, or of his modefty and 
^fimpHcity ; whenever, in fhort, a maftcr fails to 
ftiifc his fervant's wages according to his deferts, 
i then the mailer may be faid to cheat or fteal. 
^ Give unto your fervants," fays the apoftle, 
^ that which is juft and equal." There is a cer- 
tain point, which may be called the point of juf- 
lice and equality between man and man^ whicK 
iach nde fhould aim at^ and in proporUovA ^s^Jdaa 
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is miffed, one or the other party fails in t 
nefs of his integrity. 
? To fmuggle, is undoubtedly to cheat 

;| nothing can be more clear than this, 

alfo forbidden in Scripture. " Rend 
our Saviour, " to Caefar, the things v 
Caefar's." We are to pay " cuftom 
![ cudom is due, tribute to whom tribute 

I Our Saviour chofc rather to work a 

than to fail in paying tribute himfelf, 
* he did not live under the bell of gove 

r It is the law of the land which decides 

property fhall belong in a vaft variet) 
/ queftionable cafes; and both the la^ 

land and natural juftice are againft the fi 
for it is to be remembered, that if we 
duty than the law requires, fomc othe 
; or fubjefts muft neceffarily pay more 

' fmuggle, therefore, is to take money, 

government merely, as fome felfifti 
thinking people fuppole, but from the 
of thefe other fubjcfts. 

It would be eafy to add many other c 
to prove that even this Eighth Comm 
(ihe one which we are the mod apt to n 
Doaft of keeping) is broken by all rank 
pie, at lead in the fpirit of it, almoft ev< 
for let us confider only for a moment 
leaning there is in every man towards 
fide, whenever any qucftion of propert) 
decided between him and his neighbor. 
fure to over-rate our owuV^box ^xvdour c 
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II as our ovfti general merit, and we expe£l 
■re the price of things adjufted, and all the 
; of the world arranged, according to this 
v^iew of the matter which we have taken ; 
f courfe we in the fame degree under-rate 
3or, fkill, and merit of other people. Inor* 
felfiQinefs is one of the mod common and 
il difpofitions of man, and this felhfhnefs, 
educing a conftant partiality to our own 
s the necelfary fource of frauds innumera-. 
md it is worthy of remark, that while this 
of felfiflmefs reigns in us, we fhall not only 
w^ays trying to wrong others of their due, 
e fliall alfo be trying to wrong them with- 
[lowing that we do fo. 
d now what a view does tliis confideration 
is of the ftate of the world in refpeSt to all 
rs of property ! What wrongs are all men 
litting, naturally, as it v/ere, on their neigh- 
without being fenfible of it; or at lead 
wrongs are they attempting to commit, 
h unable each to execute his purpofe; for 
jbtedly it will often happen that the un- 
lable claims of one fide, being oppofed,by 
ireafonable claims of the other, the two 
s may hit on a pretty fair medium in con- 
nce of the ftruggle, and v/henever fortu- 
r things are feided fairly in this way, it is 
if both fides do not go away complaining 
lardly they have each of thera been ufed. 
are the effefls of that partiality to ourfclves 
I has been /poken o f. 
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Would we then lay the axe to the root of thfl 
tree, and avoid habitual injuftice, we muft curt 
this felfiftinefs of fpirit. But how is the cure Mi 
be efFe6ied ? I anfwer, that our Saviour has ]»t 
ftru£led us in the very point in queftion, bp 
giving us the following golden rule, " whatfoevti 
ye would that men {hould do unto you, do yq 
even fo unto them." Let then the buyer put biiii«i 
felf in place of the feller', and the feller in that 
of the buyer; let the mafter fuppofe himfeU 
the fervant, and the fervant imagine hinifelf tha 
mafter; let each put him felf in the place dl 
him with whom he has to deal; let him, as it 
were, plead before himfelf the caufe of his oppoN 
nent or rival ; let him become counfel fora while 
on diat fide, and he will find his partiality foK 
himfelf wonderfully corrcfted. Let if, in (hort^ 
be a rule with all of us never to determine a cafd 
betsveen ourfelves and our neighbors, till wc. 
have very deliberately and difpaffionately weigh- 
ed it in this manner, 

NINTH COMMANDMENT. 

" Thou fhalt]not bear falfe witncfs againft thy 
. neighbor." 

To bear falfe witnefs againft our neighbor, 
means, ftriftly fpeaking, to fwear falfely againft 
anotherin a court of juftice. How careful Ihould 
every one be who is called up as an evidence in 
a public court to fpeak " the truth, the whole 
truth^ and nothing but the truth," He fh ould 
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fccolleft himfelf before he begins to give his in- 
fermation ; he fhould fpeak without heat or ma- 
lice, and without prejudice or partiality; and he 
Aould remember that even a fmall error in his 
widcnce, a miftake, for inftance, in a place or 
date, may poffibly be the means of fixing an un- 
;]tift charge, and of taking away the reputation 
i«r property, nay, even the life, of a fellow.crea- 
[torc. A witnefs ought neither to fpeak falfely 
jili favor of the accufed perfon, nor falfely 
|i(pinft him. To do the one, is to bear falfe 
vitnefsagainft the perfon accufed, and to do the 
other, is to bear a fort of falfe witnefs againft the 
profecutor, and perhaps alfo, againft other wit- 
■cffes in the caufe. To do either is to hurt the 
fublic, who are all of them our neighbors, and 
*fco are more interefted than is commonly con- 
fidered, in having a fair and full teftimony givea 
ta every cafe. 

My readers no doubt will very readily agree, 
ihat we ought to take the utmoft care thus to 
Ppeak truth in a court of juttice. I am afraid, 
bowever, there are few people who confider that 
esa6tly in the fame manner, it is our duty to 
^ak truth of our neighbor in private company. 
This commandment is againft all forts of falfe 
teftimony. It condemns the private flanderer 
and tale-bearer, and the magnifier of ftories 
•gainft his neighbor, as v/ell as the perjured 
perfon. 

Some people are apt from the very levity of 
Aeir cbaraSlcr^ to take up every \\^\. i\3^t«v»t 
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agaiiifl another. " Somebody has told 
(but they cannot exaQly recolleft who) tha 
is fome very bad ftory againft fuch a pe 
tho'they fcarcely know what it is, they proc 
tell it, and they fupply, by their own inv< 
fuch parts as feem neced'ary in order to 
the tale hold together, and then the who! 
abroad on the fame authority. 

Some are apt to grow warm as they are 
a (lory, and are continually led by this war 
theirs to overftate a fa£l, and often, therefi 
charge guilt much too heavily on him 
they cenfure. 

i\gain, vanity is a motive which leads 
into falfeliOods. They find they cannot 
attention unlefs they magnify what they fa 
they are very ambitious of being able to fuj 
to intereft, and to entertain their hearers 
prefer wit to truth, and they cannot re 
plealure of uttering a farcaftic jell, and 
tinguifhing themfelvcs by a lively turn off 
though at the expence of candor and of ju 

But, perhaps, the mod fruitful of all th« 
ccs of falfe teftimony and mifreprefentati 
that fpirit of envy and malice, and of je 
and pride, and felf-preference, which unle 
clofely watched, \s apt to be inceffantly ai 
in every human breaft. Some one is fu} 
cither to have injured us, or to be now aga: 
or in fome refpecl or other to (land in tl: 
of our advancement, or fome one is thou 
clsiim the fuperiority ovci us^ ^ud feems t 
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fefs a greater fhare of the affeftion and counte- 
nance of one with whom we wifh to be the chief 
favorite. We are prepared to believe an evil 
ttory againft fuch a man on very flight evidence, 
And not only to believe it, but to fpread it eager- 
ly, and to exaggerate it exceedingly. On the 
Dihcr hand, we extol him that is on our fide, for 
this is indireSly to praife ourfelves ; but let a 
man be our enemy, or let him only be of a con- 
trary feft to us in religion, or of an oppofite 
party to us in politics, how ftrong then is oiir 
difpofition to become partial in all our judgment, 
and through the prevailing power of this preju- 
dice, to be continually bearing falfe teftimony 
againft him! 

Now, in many of thefe cafes, it may poffibly 
happen, that it is only fome flight exaggeration 
that is made, or fome little fa8: that is added, 
and yet, that thefe little matters will make a 
world of difference, for they may conftitute even 
the whole of the guilt. It is to be recolleSed 
alfo, that flories circulate through many hands ; 
Ind that if a little addition is made by each, an 
anecdote, which was hardly worth notice at firft, 
knay foon grow up into a mofl mifchievous and 
fcandalous falfhood« 

How numberlefs arc the lies which are in this 
toanner fpread abroad in the world, and how 
enormous is the evil of which we are now fpeak- 
ing ! Who then is the perfon on whom the guilt 
ought to be fixed? Undoubtedly^ sAV ^\^ ^xi&v.^ 
who have had a (hare in the cxaggei^UOTi* ^^ 



no Explanation of the Ten Commandmenti 

random talkers, all light, unthinking, and, 
that account, inaccurate people ; all violent j 
paflionate people; all vain people, who f 
only to be admired for what they fay ; and el 
cially all envious and jealous people, which th 
never fail to be, who are afpiring and ambitic 
together with all partial, bigoited, and pre 
diced people — every one of thefe, I fear, is 
to be cvqry day a breaker of this Comma 
Hient ; and fo indeed are all, who have not 
learnt to exercife a tender confcience in w 
they fay, and to fet a guard upon their 1 
even in thdr hours of relaxation ; for let it 
remembered, that there are many who may 
intend unjuftly to prejudice their neighbor's 
putation, but who, neverthelefs, by indulg 
prejudices and fancies, and by being too inac 
rate in general, in refpefl: to truth, are fore 
cafting unfair blame on fome chara6ter or ott 
and are contributing largely to encreafe t 
quantity of falfe tcftimony which is circulal 
in the world. 

There are fome perfons who attempt to av 

the fault of evil fpeaking, by running into 

bppofite extreme; they refufe to tell the fai 

which they really know, and which it is imp 

,tant to reveal ; and they do this on the moft 

jfifh principle, namely, left they Ihould br 

themfelves into trouble; their ciiftom is to pr 

every body ; and they think, that if they alw 

Ipeak handfomely of others, then others ^ 

,^grec to /peak handfotuew o^ vVv^m. ^N ^^ 
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beware, however, of imagining that thefc arc 
the perfons. who pay obedience to this Com- 
mandment, and that their (elfifh pohcy, and 
mifplaced commendations dcfcrve any praife ; 
as well might the witnefs in a court of juftice, 
who gives falfe evidence in favor of the perfoa 
accufed, take credit for his pcrjifry, or the wit- 
nefs who refufes to give evidence at all, take 
credit for his filence, when the public intereft 
requires that he fhould fpeak out. It is truth 
and candor, not flattery and falfe praife, nor 
univerfal filence, refpefting the charaftcrs of 
men, which are required by this Command- 
ment. 

. There are alfo many, who, through their own 
ignorance of the nature of true goodnefs, are apt 
to praife the moft irreligious charafters; and 
who are ready to charge every religious perfon 
with that very prejudice and difpoiition to falfe 
teftimony, which I have been condemning, be- 
caufe he cannot join in the praife. But let flat- 
tercrs of this clafs be told, that all thofe who are 
irreligious, are con fide red as wicked, in the 
Word of God, and that (as Solomon has faid) 
!* He that juitifieth the wicked, and he that 
condemneth the juft, even they both are an 
abomination to the Lord/' 

But to return. The praSice of tale-bearing 
is fo common, and it leads to fo much falfe tef- 
fimony againft our neighbors, that I propofe 
now to warn my readers, particularly on this 
head; and I will do it, by CuVpmvcv^ ^ \^"h 
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queftions, which Tvery one fhould be prepared 
to anfwer, before he ventures to repeat any tak 
to the prejudice of another. 

Firft then, how did you hear the ftory? From 
an a£tual witnefs of the fa8:, or from one that 
heard it of another? If it came to you only 
througl? the fecond or third hand, pray fufper^ 
a little of your belief, till you have heard the 
truth more exaflly, from a more unqueftionablq 
authority. 

Confider next how far, even the eye or eai 
witnefs, wjho may have told it you, is worthy ol 
credit ; whether, for inftance, he is an enemy ol 
the accufed, or can haye an intereft in lowering 
his charafter ; whether he is credulous, or paC 
fionate^ or prejudiced; and whether his me 

rnory, in ibmc particular, at leaft, may not hav< 
failed him. 

Confider, alfo, whether allowing the whol< 
^hich has been told you to be true, there raaj 
not have been fomething omitted, that ougb 
to have been added, the addition of which 
would make a great difference in the genera 
impreffion. ^ 

Confider well, alfo, whether you yourfelf, it 
]iftening to your informer, have been quite fre^ 
frorn prejudice, and have avoided every error 
It is poflible, that you may innocently hav< 
miftaken fome doubtful expreffion; for in evdrj 
language there are ambiguous words, and wha 
is- [aid by the fpeaker, rather loofely or figu 
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ratively, is fometimes underftood by. the hearer 
much too literally and ftriftly. 

It may be well to examine alfo, whether, 
notwithftanding the authority on which it ftands, 
there may not be fome fuch contrarieties in dif- 
ferent parts of the ftory, as to render it quite 
impoffiblc. But even if it (hould be highly 
improbable; if, for inftance, it fhould contain a 
charge which is contraditled by the general cha- 
rafter of the accufed, a candid man will not be 
confident in his belief. Endeavor, therefore, 
in general, to know the character of the accufed 
perfon before you fpread a report to his dif- 
advantage ;. and if he is reputed to be religious, 
be particularly fufpicious of the tales againft him, 
for the world is apt to revile men of this call. 

Enquire alfo, whether the ^perfon charged, 
has ever been charged to his face. Poffibly, 
quite a new light might be thrown on the matter, 
if the aqcufer would but confent to meet the 
perfon accufed, face to face. If you aire pur- 
poflng to repeat the ftory, it i^ a good general 
rule, to tell it firft to the perfon fuppofed to be 
in fault. 

. And laftly, fuppofing the fa£l clear, aflc your- 
felf what is the ufe of telling it. Be fure not to 
tell it from talkativenefs, or from fecret -envy, 
or from party prejudice. Undoubtedly, there 
may be good reafons for fpeaking out, efpecially 
when the crime is very ferious. The public 
fhould be warned againft impofition ; the cha- 

rafler of men alio ought, in a vaikl^ ol ^^^^^^^ 
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to be made known, and if given at all, it ought, 
undoubtedly, to be fairly given. Be as tender, 
however, as you poffibly can of your neighbor's 
reputation, and fpeak againft him with regret, 
not with rcadinefs and fatisfaftion. Say nothing 
in heat, for if you do, you will exaggerate. 
And do not let the ftory (land on your own ere- 
did, but choofe rather to let it Hand on the 
credit of him who told it you, and be always 
willing, therefore, (if permitted) to give up 
your authority. 

And now to clofe this fubjeft, let it ever be 
remembered, that the love of our neighbor ii 
the great thing which is neceflary, in order to pur 
fulfilling this Commandment. *^ Love, as was be- 
fore remarked, is the fulfilling of the law; forthis^ 
thou {halt not bear falfe witnefs." If men did but 
love their neighbors as thcmfelves, they would 
then be jealous of their neighbor's reputation, 
juft in the fame manner as they now are of their 
own; and a thoufand rules and inftruflions on 
this fubjeft might be fpared. We do not com- 
monly fpread falfe reports againft our own wifcj 
or child, or fitter, or brother; and therealon 
is, that we love our ownjcindred. Let us then 
learn to love all men as brethren, and let this 
Commandment fend us to that gofpel which fo 
flrongly inculcates good-will and charity towards 
eur fellow-creatures. 
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TENTH COMMANDMENT. ^ 

*' Thou (halt not covet thy neighbor's houfc, 
hou fhalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor 
lis man fervant, nor his maid, fervant, nor his 
ox, nor bis afs, nor any thing that is thy neigh- 
bar's." 

Moft of the other Commandments fpeak of 
the outward a6lion, and forbid fome fm in the 
life, but this laft lays the axe, as it were, to the 
l^ery root, for it forbids even thofe covetous 
defircs which are feated in the heart. It is faid, 
^ Thou fhalt not covet any thing which is thy 
neighbor's." What is it then that we moft 
iike? The tafte of people differs. One is in 
langer of coveting his neighbor's money, 
mother, his neighbor's confequence and power; 
I third, of coveting thepraife and honor which 
ic fees given to another. How apt, efpecially 
ire many of the poor, to covet all the comforts 
ind fuppofed enjoyments of the rich ! They 
Mve peculiar caufe to beware of breaking^lhis 
Commandment. Both rich and poor, however, 
ire apt to covet the poffeffion of any thing for 
which they happen to have a tafte. They no 
fooner behold it, than they are ready to cry out, 
^ I wifh it was mine." 

It is melancholy to think how few there arc 
in the world, who are thoroughly contented v^ith 
iheirlot. The young and the old, the rich and 
the poor, the married and the unmarried^ the 
profperous and the affliSed^ are a\\ oi >}cv^xjv ^.^v 
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to have fome unfatisfied defire. There is alwajri 
fome one thing at leaft, which is poffeffed bj 
our neighbor, and which providence has dfr 
nied to us, and we are difpofed to fix our whole 
attention on that fingle point. If we are undci 
no tenfiptation to covet our neighbor's houfej 
nor his wife, nor his man fervant, nor his maid 
fervant, yet we covet perhaps fome ox of Wl^ 
or fome afs, fome inferior thing or other 9i 
which we happen to take delight ; and we ma^ 
poflibly be as wretched at the thought of nai 
poffeffing it, as if we had coveted his whols 
fortune and eftate. Thus Ahab, although hi 
was king of all Samaria, being unable to get tlM 
little vineyard of Naboth, which would havi 
made him a convenient cabbage garden, ^^ laid 
him down on his. bed and refufed to eaul 
Ahab was as unhappy as any poor man in Sa« 
maria, who might be at that time envying thfi 
king, and coveting the pollellion of his whole 
kingdom. . .- 

Wow all this complaining and diflatisfied fpirit 
is forbidden in the tenth Commandment ; and 
the things required by it are, thankfulnefs and 
contentednefs of heart, patience under trials^ 
refignation under afflittions, a mind free from 
envy and repining, and a fpirit of fubmiffion.tor 
the whole will of God, How eminently did 
St. Paul pofl'efs the temper which I have been 
defcribing, " I have learned," faid he, " in 
whatfoevcv ftate I am, therewith to be content| 
fori know both ho^ loX^^^^^^^-^ ^xvjW. t^cia^i 
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to abound : every where, and in all things 
1 inftrufted, both to be full and to be hungry, 
I to abound and to fufFer need/' 
his commandment, as was obferved before, 
Ktremely ftrift, becaufe it applies imme^. 
:ly to the heart. It will efFe£lually convift 
y man of being a finner, who will pay at- 
on to it. We can regulate our a6lions, per* 
, tolerably well ; we can maintain our cha- 
ir; we can do every thing with fuch an ap* 
ance of propriety and exaftnefs, that our 
w-creatures can hardly difcern a flaw in us. 
which of us duly regulates his heart ? To 
iway our thoughts from every forbidding 
5, to govern well our various affeftions 
defirc^, ^nd tO fix them always in their due 
ees on their lawful and proper obje6l« ; to 
refs even the wifh for what God kcs not 
) give; to wait his time, to leave all to 
Providence, and to confider all his appoint- 
ts as ever wife and goodj to purify, in 
t, the fecret fprings of aftion, and ** to 
;,'• as the Scriptures exprefs it, " every 
;ination into fubjeSion to the obedience of 
ft," this is the great point. 

the heart then, to the heart, and not 
i\y to the aftions of the life, let our atten- 
be dire6led. Thoufands, it is to be feared, 

1 been finner all their days, and have never- 
j& been quite unfufpicious of their finful 
, becaufe they have looked no further than 
le/r outward aOions, and have iveN« waxftr 
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ined duly into the motives of their conduft, not 
watched the fecret motions of their heartSi^f 
Through this caufe they have continued ignorant 3 
of God, ignorant of themfelves, and ignoraaL 
of that falvation which has been provided by th6 
gofpel. 

Thus have we endeavored to explain thefe 
laws of God. And here let me afk. wheth» 
any one can deny the perfeft excellency of tbeniii 
Are they not fuch as it is fit for God to givc,J: 
and for man to obey ? We have (hewn that lovft- 
to God and love to man form the foundation di 
them all. And yet who can deny that he hai 
difobeyed them every day ? Now it is one grcaC 
obje£l of thefe laws of God to convince men oj^j 
their guilt, and thus to prepare them far the gracft I 
and mercy of the gofpel. " Curfed," fays lift 
fcripture, '^ is every one that continueth not in 
all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them." But " Chrift hath redeemed 
us from the curfe of the law, being made a curfe 
for us.*' " The law therefore is our fchool-' 
matter to bring us to Chrift, that we may be 
juftified by faith." '' By the deeds of the la¥F 
ihall no flefh be juftified in the fight of God, 
for by the law is the knowledge of fin." But 
we are " juftified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Jefus," and thus " we 
obtain peace with God through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift." 

Man, then, is to be confidered as a criminal 
under icntmcQ of coudcmu^UOTi% O^^^u^. 
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ous law has already condemned him. God, 
fverthelefs, hath " fo loved the world as to 
[id his only begotten Son, that whofoever be* 
iveth in^him, might not periflij but have ever- 
fting life." 

£ut this faith in Chrift is fo far from leading 
m to negletl that holy law which we have 
en explaining, that it becomes a new motive 
obedience; for the Chriftian now receives, as 
were, again from the hand of Chrift, thofe 
ne Commandments which were firft given to 
m through the hand of Mofes. He receives 
sm from that Saviour who died for him, " If 
; love me," faid this merciful Redeemer to 
s Difciples, " keep my Commandments." It 
Duld here indeed be obferved, and it is a point 
lich has been partly proved already, that the 
ecepts which are given by Chrift and his 
loflles in the New Tcftament as the rule 
' life for every Chriftian are, for tjie moft 
irt, the very fame in fubftancc, and are forac- 
nes exprelfed in the famewords as the law 
r the ten Commandments, for it is the ob- 
ft equally of the Old Teftment and of the 
few, to bring back the. corrupted heart of 
lan to the love of God and of his neighbor, 
'he Chriftian, therefore, is one who ftudies 
iligently, and obferves carefully, all the Cora- 
landments of God and of his Saviour: day by 
ay he exercifes himfelf in examining his life 
/ them : he brings all his anions, ^zzx, ^wA 
lall, and his very thoughts anddctw^s^ vo^\^ 
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teft. . He prays for grace to walk agreeabl; 
that will of God, which he finds revealed in 
ieveral parts of the holy Scriptures, and 
very knowledge ofhis redemption conftrainj 
heart to obedience. Still, indeed, his beft 
vices are imperfeft, and he underftandi 
well the great extent of his duty, that he 
covers much corruption in himfelf, where ; 
ther man would not at all difcem it. He th 
fore does not truft in his good works, thoug 
is diligent in them, and fees the neceffity of 
forming them. The language ofhis heart 
be well expreffed by a quotation from i 
dicious and eminent divine of the lad cent 
** We can do nothing," faid he, " that is me 
rious and worthy to be rewarded. God, 
deed, doth liberally promife whatever per 
to a bleffed life, to as many as fincerely obi 
his law, though they be not exaflly able to 
it. Wherefore, we acknowledge a dtitifu 
ceffity of doing well^ but the meritorious 
nity of doing well we utterly renounce, 
fee how far we are from the perfeft rightc 
nefs of the law 2 the little fruit which we ba 
holinefs is, God knoweth, corrupt and unfo 
We put no confidence at all in it; we chall 
nothing in the worid for it; our continual 
to God muft be, to bear with our infirm 
an d pardon our offences*" 
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A NEW 

CHRISTMAS TRACT; 

OR THE 

HT WAY OF REJOICING AT CHRISTMAS. 

eioing the Redfons we have for Joy at the Event of our 

Saviour* s Birth, 

HERE are two ways of keeping Chriftmas : 
B feem to keep it much in the fame way in 
:h the unbelieving Jews kept their feaft in 
jr of the calf which they had made. " And 
made a calf in Horeb in thofe days, and the 
3le fat down to eat and drink, and rofe up to 
." But what a fad fort of Chriftianity is 
! I am no enemy to mirth of a proper kind, 
at proper feafons; but the mirth I now 
k of, is the mirth of inconfideration and of 
'^ and it is often mixed with much loofenefs 
^nduft and drunkennefs. Is this, then, the 
of mirth proper for Chriftians? 
fit us luppofe now, that a man was to 
)fe a church as the place in which he was to 
ind fing his jolly fong^ and to drink till he 
intoxicated, furely this would imply that he 
a perfon of extraordinary wickednefs. But 
you will fay is what no body is fo bad as to 
;uilty of; we]\ thcn^ let us fuppofe, v\\^X W 
^ofchooGng a church as the place, Vv^ OciovjX^ 

M 
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choofc Chriftmas as the time for the like a&oC 
riot and drunkennefs; methinks this muft imply 
no fmall degree of the fame kind of wickednefs; 
for, as he that Ihould get drunk in a church 
would infult the church, fo he that gets drunkil ' 
Chriftmas, which is the feafon for commemo-j 
rating the birth of Chrift, infults Chrift and Uf'! 
religion 

I know it may be faid, that thofe who take 
thefe liberties at Chriftmas do not mean to infult 
Chrift', and that they aft from inconfideration; 
to which I anfwcr, that they are then very guilty 
in being fo inconfiderate; for I would juft re- 
mark by the way, that thefe people, who arc 
fo very inconfiderate in feme ihingvS, are apt to 
be very confiderate in others ; for inttance, they 
arc very confiderate about their pleafures, but 
very inconfiderate about their duty; they are of- 
ten, perhaps, very confiderate about this world, 
always very inconfiderate about eternity; very 
confiderate for themfelves, and very little fo 
about other people; extremely confiderate on 
their own fide of a bargain, but as inconfiderate 
about the fide of the other party ; and when they 
have committed a fin they are apt to be very 
confiderate in finding out excufes for it, but very 
inconfiderate in tracing out the guilt and mif- 
chief of their wickednefs. In Ihort, then, let it 
be remembered, that inconfideration is often nei- 
ther more nor lefs than another word for wick- 
ednd'sp and that the iucowVvd^i^xa viay of fpencU 



Right Way of Rejoicing at Chrijlmas. 123 

1 ing Chriftmas, which has been fpoken of, is only 
tfc other words, the wicked way of fpending it. 

But now let us come to the true way of keep- 
. iflf it. Firft, then, in order to know how the 
I time of Chrift's birth ought to be remembered 
by as, I would obferve, that it is ncccffary to 
.underftand well who Chrift was, and for what 
pUrpofe he came on earth. How abfurd would 
it be to celebrate the 5th of November, with- 
out knowing that, on that day, the Houfes of 
Parliament were faved from fire, and our happy 
Conftituiion, as well as our Religion, was 
preferved to us. Again: how abfurd would it 
be for any man to celebrate the King's Birth- 
day, or Coronation Day, who did not feel with- 
in his heart loyalty and afFeQion towards his fo- 
rereign, and who did not think that any bleffings 
i^ere derived from our kingly government. 

Let every one, therefore, who wilhes to fpend 
Chriilmas aright, get acquainted with the bene- 
fits which have followed from Chrift's coming 
into the world. We will endeavor, now, to 
hew, very (hordy, what thefe benefits have been. 
The world, at the time of Chrift's appearing, 
Iras divided into Jews and Gentiles. The word 
Gentiles fignifies nations, that is, all the nations 
except the Jews. Let us fpeak of the Gentiles 
6rft, and of the Jews afterwards. The Gentiles 
n^ere worfliippers of falfe gods, feme of one 
kind, and fome of another. They all, however, 
agreed in this, that they thought one god as good 
as another, and no one amou^ vIkvu \\^d ^w^j 
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. anxiety to bring his neighbor over to his : 
gion, which is a plain proof that they had 
true religion among them; for, whoever is ] 
feffed of true religion, is poffeffed of a g 
comfort and bleflSng, which he will therefor 
glad to donvey to other people alfo. It was 
cuftom of fome of thcfe Gentiles to wor 
ftoxrks and ftones; others bowed down to 11^ 
animals, fuch as bulls or goats, or lizards; 
others paid their ftupid adoration to the fun 
ftead of the author of it. Many of them \ 
fliipped their deceafed fellow-creatures, and 
dead men who were thus turned into gods, 
been, in general, fome of the moft wicked 
abominable of the hman race. 

Now this ignorance of the true God was 
lowed (as all ignorance of him is apt to be) 
great wickednefs in their praftice. They v 
" given over on this account f^i St, Faul, 
infpired apoftle declares) to a reprobate mi 
to work all uncleannefs with greedinefs." T 
learnt to confound good and evil — vices v 
then commonly praftifed, fuch as are not nai 
among Chriftians. Falfe principles, and 1 
maxims of every kind, abounded. Slavery 
vailed even in the moft civilized lands, foi 
moft all fervants were (laves in thofe days. 
earth wa$ filled with violence. He that 
killed the greateftnumber ofhis fdlow-creati 
got ufually the greatcft praife. Wars were 
r/edonwith dreadful ferocity, and multitt 
^ere maflkcrcd at tV\^ ^\Mvc ^umt^^ vcv X^^ 
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fought for the amufement of the people. IIu- 
inanity, kindnefs, and benevolence, were made 
no account of; and fuch a thing as an hofpital 
was not known. Revenge was both praflifed 
and recommended; andthofe excellent Chriftiati 
graces, humility, univerfal charity, andforgivc- 
nefs of injuries, were confidcred as weakneffes 
and faults. I fhudder to think of the dreadful 
flate of mankind in thofe days. God grant that 
the fame evils may never return. They are the 
natural confequences of being without Chriftia- 
nity in the world ; for, when Chriftianity is gone, 
there is no rule to go by. Every man may then 
fet up a falfe goodnefs of his own. Morals, of 
courfe, grow worfe and worfe; a fierce and 
proud fpirit comes in the place of Chriftian 
meeknefs and benevolence, and claims the name 
of virtue; and the Saviour pf the world, with 
all his works of mercy, being forgot, man be- 
comes cruel, and unjuft, and felfifli, and impla* 
cable, and unmerciful, for all the violent paf- 
fions of our nature are let loofe. 

If we enquire alfo into the chara&er of the 
Jews, who lived before the coming of our Savi- 
our, we (hall find them to have been deplorably 
corrupt, though they expeCted his coming, and 
were, in fome mcafure, acquainted with true re- 
ligion. The little knowledge which they had, 
feems to have been perverted, through the wick* 
edncfs of their hearts; and, in fhort, the fcrip- 
tures affure us, that " both Jews and Gentiles 
were all under fin." Such was iK^ ft^ilc \sxto 
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which the world was funk before the time of our 
Saviour's appearance in it. . 

Let us defcribe, next, who Chrift was, and 
"what were the confequences of his coming. He 
is called in fcripture "the Son of God;'*/ and in 
fome places, "God's only Son;" which fliews 
that there is no other being like unto him. We 
know that a fon, by bis very birth, derives pri- 
vileges from his father which belong to no other 
perfon ; that he piartakes in the fame rank and 
inheritance with his father; and that he poffeffes 
alfo, in an efpecial manner, his father's favor, 
and altogether differs from a flranger or a fer- 
vant. Chrift, then, is to be confidercd, in all 
fijch fenfes as thcfe, as the Son of God. It is 
true, he is called alfo the Son of Man, for he 
was born of a woman (namely of the Virgin 
Mary,) and be took upon him our nature, dwel- 
ling on earth for thirty years. We fhould take 
great care, however, tb.at his appearance among 
us, as a man, does not lead us to form any low 
and unworthy notions of him. Suppofe now 
that the fon of a king was to travel in the drefs of 
a private fubjeQ, on fome merciful and condef- 
cending errand, to a diftant and obfcure part of 
his territory, furely it would be very ungenerous 
and ungrateful, if the poor villagers, whom he 
came to ferve, were to deny him the honors of a 
king's fon, merely becaufe they could not be- 
lieye that fo great a perfon could ftoop fo low as 
to come among them, efpecially if he brought 
yroofs of his power and g^Te^iiud^^W^^^vxkhiai^ 
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Juft fo, methinks, are all thofe perfons ungene- 
rous and ungrateful, who refufe to Chrift that 
divine honor which belongs to him, merely be- 
caufe he condefcended to be made flcOi .and 
blood, and to dwell among us. Let us, then, 
receive, with fimplicity and humility, the fcrip- 
ture teftimony concerning him. It fpeaks of 
him in terms that are quite aftonifhing. " His 
name," fays the prophet, foretelling of his birth, 
"Ihall be called Wonderful, Counfeller, the 
Mighty God, the Everlafting Father, the Prince 
of'Peace, and the government fliall be on his 
Ihoulders." The cvangelill John tells us, that 
"the Word (meaning Chrift) was with God, 
and the Word was God."— « By him," it is 
faid, in the Hebrews, '* God made the world;" 
and again, " let all the angels of God worfiiip 
jhira. All power has been given him, both in 
I heaven and earth, and God hath committed all 
'judgment to the Son." — " The hour alfo Com- 
eth when they that are in their graves fhall hear 
the voice of the Son of Man, and fhall come 
forth, they that have done good to the refurrec- 
'tion of life, and they that have done evil to the 
refurrcQion of damnation." 

Such are a few of the expreffions ufcd in fcrip- 

ture concerning Chrift. Let us learn from thefe 

to adore his Divine Majefty, andtruft his power, 

as well as to fear his wrath, and to account him 

^able to fulfil all the purpofes of his coming. 

But let us next defcribe what thefe purpofes 
lifcrc: it may be fiiid in general^ ihail ^^\\.\s^ 
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for us men, and for our falvation, that he 
down from heaven;" or, as the fcriptun 
preffes it, " the Son of man came to fed 
to fave that which was loft, and to give h 
a ranfom for many. 

The world, as hath been already fhewn 
funk in fin, and not in fin only, but in cor 
nation alfo. Ever fince the fall of our fir 
rent Adam, man had become a finful crej 
** But as in Adam all had died, fo now in ( 
were all (that is, all who would receive hii 
be made alive*" Chrift, then, was the f< 
Adam: as Adam was the deftroyer, fo ( 
was the reftorer of our race. The devil, 
is called the Prince of Darknefs, has, vs 
told in fcripture, become the god and the { 
of this world. Chrift, therefore, came in 
world as a conqueror comes to recover ai 
pire that was loft, and to bring back the j 
to their obedience, and to happinefs. He 
to overthrow that kingdom of darknefs v 
through the power of the devil and the 
ruption of man, had been fet up. " Fc 
purpofe the Son of God was manifefted, tl 
might deftroy the works of the devil." 
came " to redeem us from all iniquity, a 
purify unto himfelf a peculiar people, ze 
of good works." 

But how does Chrift fulfil his purpofe c 
livering us? Firft, I would obferve, th 
lived a moft holy life, hereby fetting befc 
an cxamplQ that we ftiould tread in his 
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He went about doing good; never wks any otic 

fo kind and gracious to all. who came to him, 

as Jefus Chrift. I would here obfere alfo, that 

be preached the gofpel to m|nkind ; he told us 

what we muft believe and do, in order to enter 

into the kingdom of heaven. Through him 

alfo, the holy fpirit of God is granted to us. 

And, to crown all, he died for us. He was 

nailed to the crofs, and fufFered a cruel death for 

our fakes, bearing the wrath of God in our 

ftead. *' Herein is love, not that we loved 

God, but that he loved us, and fent his fon to 

be the propitiation for our lins." Chrift is that 

Jamb of God " which has been offered up as a 

facrifice," and " which taketh away the (ins of 

the world/' Now then, let us rejoice, and fay 

triumphantly with the prophet of old, " Unto ' 

us a child is born, unto us a child is given."— ^. 

" Sehoid, (faid the angels) I bring you glad 

tidings of ^reat joy; for unto you is born, this 

day, a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord.V — 

•* Glory be to. God in the higheft, on earth 

peace, good-will towards men." 

Oh ! how many thoufands have had reafon to 
blefs the feafon which we are now commemora- 
ting — the feafon of the birth of Jefus Chrift ! 
The world, it is true, is ftill wicked, for there 
are- many who do not believe in this Saviour; 
and there are not a few who think they believe 
in him, and who do not. Neverthelcfs, even 
the world in general has been the better for his 
tomingy for the thick darknefe U ^^^^ ^w^^^ 



'1 30 A New ChfiJlMas TraH ; dr the 

true light now fliineth. Through Chrift'&com. 
ing, iniquity has been leffened, even among un- 
believers ; for the real Chriftans, though few, 
have held up to view the nature of true good- 
nefs, and even bad men have, in fome meafure, 
been conftrained to imitate them ; they have al- 
fo grown more afhamed than they otherwife 
would have been of their vices. 

But who can calculate thq bleffing which 
Chriftianity hath been to thoufands of true be- 
lievers ? How many lives have been made" holy 
here on earth; how many hearts have been 
cheered and comforted by it ; how many deaths, 
which would otherwife have been moft gloomy, 
have been rendered joyful and triumphant; and 
above all, how many immortal fouls have been 
faved, and made happy to all eternity, through 
faith in this bleffed Redeemer! " My flieep," 
fays Chrift, " hear my voice, and they follow 
me, and I give unto my (heep eternal life ; and 
they Ihall never perifh, neither fhall anypluck 
them out of my hands." — ■" I go to prepare a 
place for them, that where I am tbey may be 
alfo." 

And now, reader, what are your thoughts on 
the fubje6l of our Saviour's appearance on this 
earth of ours ? If you are a true Chriftian, your 
language will be fuch as the following: "It is 
through the coming of Chrift into the world, 
that I have learned to know myfelf, and to 
Jc/jow the God who made me. I am by nature 
blind and ignorant j 1 aia ^Uo &ft!w\ ^\v4 ujv 
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done; I am utterly without hope, except through 
llie mercy of my Saviour; and even though I 
have been born in a Chriftian land, I can trace 
back, in my recolleflion, many proofs of this my 
natural ignorance, and corruption, and hardnefs 
of heart. I was once like a (heep going aftray, 
but I am now returned to the (hepherd of my 
foul. I followed the bent of my. own foolifh 
will, but the grace of God in Jefus Chrift hath 
changed my finful heart; the knowledge of my 
corruption has humbled me ; the thought of my 
Saviour's dying for me has ftirred up divine 
gratitude within me, and that acquaintance with 
bis gofpel which I have gained, hath changed my 
whole views of life. Chrift's charafter delights 
me; I read the hiftory of his humble birth, his 
painful death, and his glorious refurreftion, as 
it is recorded in fcripture, with hope and joy, 
and with holy confidence and truft. How fhall 
I fufficienily :blers God for Jefus Chrift ! What- 
ever change has been wrought in me, I trace to 
Chrift'f coming into the world. If Chrift had 
never come, how corrupt fhould I at this mo- 
ment have been, how blind, how dark, how ig- 
norant, how different from what, through the 
grace of God, I now am ! How miferable, in 
comparifon of my prcfent happinefs! I am en- 
gaged, indeed, in a (harp conflitl: with my fins; 
but through my Saviour's help, I hope to gain 
ground againft them. I have occafionally, 
doubts awd Fears^ but, in generaV, 1 fe^\ c.ovS^- 
itnt that f/rcpromife$of Godaxe^w^^^^^^^' 
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tain in Chrift Jefus ; for I know in whom I ha 
bqjieved, and I am perfuadcd that he is able 
keep that foul which I have committed to hi 
iill the great day." 



A CHRISTMAS HYMN. 

JOY to the world, the Lord is come, 

Let earth receive her king; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heav'n and nature fing. 

Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns^ 

Let men their fongs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plaii 

Repeat the founding joy. 

No more let fins and forrows grow. 
Nor thorns infcft the ground ; 

He comes to make his bleflings flow 
Far as the curfe is found. 

Our father ate forbidden fruit. 

And from his glory fell, 
And we, his children, thus were brought 

To death, and near to hell, 

Blcft be the Lord who fent his Son 

To take our flefli and blood, 
He for our lives gave u^\v\^ qn^w^^ 
To make our peace y«lx\xOo^* 
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He honorM allhis Father's laws, 

Which we have difobey'd ; 
He bore our fins upon the crofs, 

And our full ranfom paid. 

Behold him rifing from the grave; 

Behold him rais'd on high : 
He pleads his merit there, to favc 

Tranrgreffors, doom'd to die. 

Soon fliall the Lord to judgment come. 

And with a fovereign voice 
Shall call, and break up every tomb, 

And bid his faints rejoice. 

O may I then with joy appear 

Before the judge's face 
And with the blefs'd affembly there 

Sing his redeeming grace» 
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THE 

. COxWERSION 

OP 

St. PAUL THE APOSTLE. 

Jl AUL was one of the chief apoftles. The 
greater part of the epifllcs of the New Tefta- 
ment were written by him, and it is therefore 
well worth the while of every Chriftian, to bq- 
flow fome pains in confidcring both his charac- 
ter and his wonderful hiftory. 

In order, properly, to introduce the prefent 
fubje£l of Paul's Conveifion, it isnecefl'ary firft 
to fay fomething of the ancient prophecies con- 
cerning Chrift, by which nieans we fhall fhew 
the good reafon which Paul had for believing 
in him at the tipie when he appeared. 

The Old Teftament prophecies of our Savi- 
our are many ; for his.appeaiance on earth was 
an event of vaft importance ; and it is no won- 
der, therefore, that early notice of it was given 
in the facred wriiings. In the beginning of the 
M'OrlH, when our firft parents had finned, the 
fentence of death immediately pafled upon them, 
but no fooner was this curfe pronounced, than 
the- merciiul promife was alfo given, that " the 
feed o? the woman Ihould bruife the ferpent's 
/jL^3d y a promife which leUled to Chrift, though 
sis.ycc dark and myftexious, ^wdi \^\aOs\\*;x.%\^- 
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tei^ed to excite, even from the firft, man's 
humble faith and truft. As the age of the 
world advanced, the proraife grew brighter and 
brighter. It was faid to Abraham, "In thy 
feed fhall all the nations of the earth be bleffed :'* 
and foon afterwards, it was added, "In Ifaac 
Ihall thy feed he bleffed/' From time to time 
the promife was renewed, " there was to be a 
root of Jeffe that was to reign over the Gentiles, 
and in him fliould the Gentiles truft:" and 
again, it was ftill more deftindly faid, " Behold 
a virgin fhali conceive, and (hall bear a fon, and 
(hall call his name Emanuel," (or God with us.) 
And again, " For unto us a child is boi^n, umo 
us a fon is given, and his name fhall be called 
Wonderful, Counfellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlafting Father, the Prince of Peace." In 
the 53d of Ifaiah, all the particulars of his co- 
ining are mentioned ; " He was to be dcfpifed 
and rcjeded of men ; he was to bear our griefs, 
and carry our infirmities; he was to be brought 
as a lamb'to the flaugiuer, and as a Iheep before 
the fliearers is dumb, To he was not to open his 
mouth; and he was alib to make his grave with 
the wicked, and with the rich in his death." And 
now the long-expc6led Saviour, " the defire of 
all nations," appears. Prophecy is fulfilled, for 
bis birth and ^parentage agree with the declara* 
tions made concerning him by the prophets. 
Mirkcles alfo areperformed by him, and in the 
very manner which had been foretold — ^^^\.\Nfc 
hUnd receive their /ight, the lame NS^Yfi.^ vicv^X^- 
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pers arc cleanfed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raifed up, and the poor have the gofpel preached 
unto theni." Every divine virtue appears alfo 
in his charader, and divine truth drops from his 
lips. He now calls together his apollles, to 
whom feventy difciples are added. An infant 
church is formed, the feed of that great Chrif- 
tian Church which was to follow. The proofs 
that Jefus Chrift was fent down from God are 
encreafed, and every day affords fome frefh evi- 
dence in favor of chriftianity. It is the caufe of 
God, and it prevails. " The world," fay the 
Pharifees, "are gone after him." " Hofannah 
to the fon of David ; Hofannah in the higheft.** 
And now the twelve are fent forth exprdily to 
preach the gofpel, and to declare the coming of 
Chrift. 

3ut where is Paul the Apoftle ? Is not he alfo 
among the twelve ? No, it is remarkable, that 
in reading through the four evangelifts, we do 
not fo much as find any mention of his name. 
Surely, then, he muft have been ignorant that 
Jefus was born, and that the promifed Saviour 
was come. He muft have dwelt in fome diftant 
corner of the land, in fome village, to which the 
fame of Chrift had happened not yet to reach. 
—No, he was of Turfus, a neighboring city^f 
Galicia, and he dwelt even in Jerufalem. But 
furely, then Paul muft have been fome heathen, 
who was unacquainted with the Old Teftament 
prophecies ; fome creature of Cdifar^ engaged 
Jn mere affairs of ftate^ \^\vo co>A^ Vxvwi \>a^ 
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thing of the Jcwifh Meffiah. No, he was a 
Jew, and even or^e of the Pharifees, who. were 
the ftrifteft fcQ of the Jews ; he was " bred 
alfo at the feet of Gamahcl." — Perhaps, then, 
he was examining the Old Teftament evidence, 
or he was obferving the charafler and the a£lions 
of the Meffiah, that he might know, whether 
this was truly the Son of God. But at length 
Chrift is crucified, and now many additional 
prophecies are fulfilled; for it was written, 
" That Chrift (hould fufFer." " The foldiers aU 
fo part his garments among them, and for his 
Vefture they caft lots," He rifes alfo from the 
grave, that the Scriptures might be fulfilled. — 
" He breaks the bonds of death 'afunder, bc- 
caiife it was not poffiblc for him to be holden 
of them." And now alfo we read thsit he fhews 
himfelf to a variety of perfons ; at one time 
" to Cephas, then to the tv/elve;" and then his 
refurreftion is made manifeft, for he appears 
^* to five hundred brethren at once." Does 
Paul come forward now, and own he is con-, 
fc^inced ? Oh, no ; the Apoftles go forth, Paul 
ilone excepted, and the difciples ". go forth," 
on e;ve^vj ftdc, and " with great power give they 
witnafe-g^.^tiie rcfurrcftion of Chrift from the 
dead.'T'-rjB^lwld the Saviour, having finifhed 
his we^^iaifcending triumphantly into heaven, 
while -fi^iclidt^i receives him out cf their Jight. 
Aftetiljfe event, furely, every one muft believe. 
After 'this event j Peter, ever\ Pelet \i\vo \ya.^ 
lenJcd his Lord, waxes bold lu l\^^ vw^ ^^^^ 

N 2 
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fence of his murderers; unbelieving The 
having long before been conilrained to cry 
" My Lord and my God." Now too. the f 
of Chriftians begins to gather itfclf together, 
at length " the day of Penticoft is fully coi 
*' three' thou fand are added to the church ofl 
day, of fuch as fiiall be faved." The gii 
tongues is bellowed^ and the apoftlcs,^' ha 
tarried at Jerufalem for the promife of the f] 
go forth on every fide, having received p< 
from on high, the Lord alfo confirming the ^ 
with figns. following." 

But where, I fay again, is Paul of Tar 

■' Is he not now joined to the apoftles? Is he 
now a convert to the caufe of Chrift.?- — N< 
is remarkable, on the contrary, that the 
lime when we read of him, is on Che evei 
Stephen's being ftoned to death; for it is fa; 
Paul on that occafion, " that he kept the 
ment of them that flew him." Are you not 
aflonifhed at this wicked Paul, at this Jew. 
Pharifse, this Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
Do£lor and Teacher in Ifrael, that he fhoul 
feen holding the clothes of thofe who were j 
ing Stephen, for Stephen was a preache 
Chrift, a preacher of Paul's own Mefliah. — 
let us next obferve Paul beginning to " bre 
outflaughteragainft the Chriuians,"and appl 
to the chief prietts for " authority to bind 
ChriPiians and put them to death." It uft 
f^^^ppcns, whenever the ^o.?^e\\% m^^^ Vw< 

that a certain time is aftoxAcd^ ^o\ X^x^v^^ 
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the great evidences and doSrines of it ; and if 
ihefe are neglefted, and the ordinary time is 
paffed, I believe it often comc3 k pcifs, that 
great hardnefs of heart follows, and ilicit th* 
unbeliever then is not an unbeliever only, but 
perhaps alfo a hinderer of the gofpi.*!, nay, a 
perfecutor even, and injurious. Paul h<iJ no-y 
had the full opportunity of thus examining the 
truth of Chriftianity ; he had been in the way of 
hearing muchofChrift, and he might, if he 
pleafed, have fatisfied himfelf of the reality of 
I his refurreftion ; nay, he had fecn the martyr 
\ Stephen die in this very faith, and had himfelf 
" beheld his face (hine like that of an angel ;" but 
Paul had fmothered his conviflions ; pride and 
prejudice, and many angry paflions, conceit of 
his own wifdom, trull in his own rightcoufnef?, 
and confidence in his own religious opinions, 
together with bigotry to his feci ; thefe caufef, 
or caufes like thefe, difguifing themfclvcs under 
the facred name of religion, hurried him even 
into the hotted periecutions, •• for he verily 
thought that he ought to do many things con- 
trary to the name pf Jefus of Nazareth, and he 
perfccuted the believers in Chrift, even unto 
death, binding.and delivering into prifon, both 
men and women, punifhing them alfo in every 
city, and giving his voice againft them, and 
being exceedingly mad againll them, he com- 
pelled them to blafphenae." And liviv? \sVv<cl 
ibaJJ we fay? Can your patience 7i\:^ \o*c\'^^'t 
^ar with this unworthy jew ? A\e ^o'^ vl-O. 
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ready to grow mad yourfelvcs at the madnefs of 
this horrible perfecutor ? — " But God's waysare 
not as our ways, neither are his thoughts as our 
thoughts." Paul is ftruck to the ground as he 
is going on one of tliefe bloody errands to Da- 
maicus. But in what way is he ftruck? Is it 
then in vengeance? Is it with a thunderbolt, fo 
as never to rife again? Is he doomed never tp 
lift up his eyes any more, except '^ in hell, being 
in torments?" No; the time v;hich I am now 
to fpeak of, is the time when, as he thankfully 
expreffes it in one of his epiftles, he is permitted 
to fee Jefus. *' Suddenly there appeared a light 
in the firmament, above the brightnefs of the 
Sun, and a voice from heaven faying, Saul, 
Saul, why perfecutcft thou me! And he faidj 
who art thou. Lord? and he faid, lam Jefusj 
whom thou perfecuteft. It is hard, for thee to 
kick again ft the pricks. And he faid, Lord, 
what fhall I do ? And the voice faid, arife, aoci 
ftand upon thy feet, for I have appointed thee 
to be a chofen veffel to go unto the people and 
to the Gentiles, to whom I now fend thee, to 
open their eyes, and to bring them from dark- 
nefs to light, and from .the power of Satan unto 
God, and to give them an inheritance 'among 
them that arc fanftified through faith that i% in 
me.'* 

We know from the fcripturcs what were the 
con/equences of this TNonderful Converfion ol 

Sl Paul. He was wv\m\>CT«A ^toxa x^'&NasBi! 

among the apoilks of Clmft., ^vvdi ^^^o\^^ \\w q 
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fenfe he confidered himfelf as " the leaft" of 
them all, and as not even ^^ meet to be called 
ahapoftle, becaufe he had perfecuted the church 
of God;'* yet he tells us, neverthelefs, that in 
point of apoftolic rank and authority, he was • 
*^ not a whit behind the chiefcft of them ;'* and 
he alfo " labored more abundantly than they 
aH," every where fufFering tlie moll cruel per- 
fecution from his old friends ihe Jews, and every 
where " preaching that faith which once he dc^ 
ftroyed." 

And now, what are we to learn from this ex- 
traordinary ftory ? — In the firft place it appears 
to me, that we may gain from it a very (trong 
argument in favor of the general truth of 
Chriftianity. 

It is fair, I think, when any one quits his party, 
and goes over to the contrary fide, to allow that 
he does it honeftly, and on conviftion, provided 
it is plain, he has no reafon to expe6l to gain 
any thing by the change. Now Paul had no- 
thing to gain; on the contrary he had much to 
lofe by becoming a Chriftian; and it is there- 
fore reafonable to fuppofe, that he was very 
fincere as to his converfion. In general, it mull 
be a large bribe that muft tempt a man to bear 
the reproach and mortification which follow him 
when he goes over from his party. But what 
was the bribe offered to Paul ? What in the 
world could he gain by his converfion? Could 
he get by it, either wealth or honor, or eafe^ 
or earthly fatisfdtlion ? No, he weW Vlw^\5 >\\^\\«, 
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was now likely rather to facrifice his weahh and 
all his worldly honor, that he was now about to 
bid adieu to eafe and every earthly comfort aod 
enjoyment; he well knew that all his beft and 
deareft friends were now about to turn againft 
him, and that as he had once perfecuted others 
fo now he wa5 about to fufFcr the mod bitter 
perfecution in his turn. " For this caufe," fay« 
he^, in one place, " the Jews fought to (lone 
me!" and no wonder, for who is there whom, 
in general, people are more ready to ftone than 
a deferter from their own party? Were not all 
the other apoftles alfo at this time expofed to 
a variety of fuflFerings? Had not Chrift himfelf 
been crucified? And had pot Paul, therefore, 
every reafon to expe£l the fame *• great fight of 
affiifclioHs," whenever he fiiould profefs himfelf 
converted into an apofilc. Accordingly we find 
him afterwards giving the following defcription 
of himfelf: — He was ftoned, he was beatca 
with rods, twice he fuffered fliipwreck; he was 
perfecuted from city to city; he v/as in journey- 
ings often, in perils of waters, in perils of rob- 
bers, in perils of his ov/n countrymen, in perils 
by falfe brethren, in penis of the fea, ia perils in 
the city, in perils in the wildernefs, in wearineft 
and painfulnefs, in watching often, in cold and 
nakednefs." Such was his treatment now be 
was become a Chriftian; and let us juft afk alfo, 
how did he bear it ? " Being defamed," fays he, 
w$ ciitrcat; being perlecuted, weTutTer it**^ 
We are accounted vVieNCfj t\^cifl >Jw:: ^^\vVi^ 
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e offscouring of all things to this day."— 
: none of thefe things move me, neither 
I my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I may 
ny courfe with joy, and the miniftry which 
: received of the Lord Jefus, to tellify the 
of the grace of God." When we con- 
Lirihcr how every temper of Paul's mind 
fo changed, how the lion was turned into 
b, and how he, who had been once a ^' 

utor, became " gentle and afFeflionate 5 

; his people, even as a nurfc cherilheth her ,, 

2n;*' furcly, it muH: be owned, that we 
iu Paul a ftriking evidence, both of the ■' 

and alfo of the excellence of Chriftianityl i" 

I think we may gain from the fame ftory [' 

Paul's converlion, a confiderable degree 
ght into feme of the chriflian doftrines; I 
for inftancc, that v;e may learn fomething 
; Ibvereignty and power of God, and of 
ig forbearance and forgivenefs, and of the « 

iing riches of his grace in Jefus Chrift. 
e opinion of fomc; who have never attend- 
thc peculiar doctrines of the gofpel, that j 

man is faved by the merit of his own 
, and by ufing merely his own natural 
and {{rcngth, and not by any aQ: of par- 
3r by any fpecial help or grace of the Al- 
1^. Now hgw remarkable does t!:c ftory 
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done, in order to induce God to ftop him on 
his way to Damafcus ? The cafe is a very ftrik- 
ing one in this view. Paul was breathing 
flaughter at the very time when the voice from 
heaven fpoketohim; ''Saul, Saul, whyperie- 
cuteft thou me !" Thefe words imply thaf-he 
was at that moment perfecuting Chrift. God 
in this cafe, very evidently exerted his own 6>- 
vereign power, and beftowed freely on Paul, the 
mod unmerited grace, in agreement indeed with 
thofe other paffages of fcripture. " For I will 
have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 
will have compaiCon on whom I will have 
Compaffion; fo then it is not of him that wilU 
eth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
iheweth mercy r" In like manner, God is (aid 
to have " faved us, and called us with an lioly 
calling, not according to our works, but accord- 
ing to his own purpofe and grace." But weob- 
ferved alfo, that the long forbearance and for- 
givenefs of God, are here remarkably roanifei : 
Paul was intended to ferve as an eminent and 
moft encouraging example to the believers of 
all ages in this refpefl. " For this caufe," fays 
be, " I obtained mercy, that in me firft, Jelus 
Chrift might fhew forth all long-fuffering, for a 
pattern to them which Ihould hereafter believe 
on him to life everlafting." It was by this deep 
fenfe of his guilt, and by the remembrance of 
his own infinite obligationa, that Paul was now 
qualified for his work. When be went about 
preaching to the Geuuks^ \^ Yvii V^^vo ^'w:5s^'< 
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rany poordefpairing finner among them to 
rnt, " Unto mc," he could now fay, ** who 
once a perfecutorand injurious— Unto me, 
• am lefs than the leaft of all faints, is this 
:e given, that I (hould preach among the 
ttiles, the unfearchable riches of Chrift." 
'or this is a faithful laying, and worthy of all 
^pcation, that Jefus Chrifl came into the 
Id to fave Cnners, of whom I am chief." 
iut there is alfo a bad ufe which may poffibly 
lade of this ftory of Paul's converfion. Weak 
I, I believe, have fometimes taken occaiion 
n it to confirm themfelves intheir errors, and 
ced men in their (ins. Some enthufiafts, for 
mce, have been difpofed to fancy that they 

may be converted like Paul by a voice from 
i^en, or at leaft by fome impreflion that would 
rly amount to the fame thing. To fuch per- 
5 1 reply, what then, do you imagine the cafe 
i*aul to be quite a common one ? Paul him- 

did not fo confider it. He often flood 
>ni(hed at the ftrangenefs of it. " I am as 
," faid he, " born out of due time." He 
s compares himfelf to a perfon, whofe birth 

been quite out of the common courfe, and 
[oubtedly, both in the latenefs and in the 
iner of his converfion, his cafe is a direct 
eption to that of moft Chriflians, who were . 
icr to come after kim or had gone before 
I. In fatt, the converfion of Paul was neither 
re nor lefs than a miracle, and we might as 

J expe6t all the other kind of mu^dt^ \N\i\0«v 
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were wrought on the bodies of men in the timi! 
of Chrift to be repeated in our days, as expefi 
to fee miracles again wrought in order to the 
converlion of mens' fouls. 

But wicked men, I alfo remarked, may per- 
haps take occafion from this ftory, to encourage 
themfelves in their fins. '* True, fay they, we 
cannot convert ourfelves, it belongs to God 
alone to convert us; and we will therefore fit 
liril and wait, or in other words, we will con- 
tinue in fin (for waiting is finning in the cafe 
pf thefe people) until God fhall ftop us in 
our mad career, as he did Paul in his way to 
Damafcus. Where, fay they, is the ufe of di- 
ligence and labor, or of reading the fcriptures^ 
or of any of the means of grace ? God can favc 
uswithout thefe. We live in hopes, that he will 
convert us fome day or other, as he did Pual 
while we are not thinking of it ; and though tc 
be fare we remain in the mean time in our fins, 
and in the grofs negleft of the proper means oi 
our falvation, yet we plead the great apoilk 
Paul for our example." You plead the apoQk 
Paul's example, do you ? or rather you plead 
the example of Paul before he was an apofllc 
and when he was yet unconverted. Well then, 
if you plead his example at all, you may as well 
plead it to the full extent to which this plea can 
be carried. Now Paul not only finned in the 
common way, and neglefled the proper meam 
of his /alvation as you do^ but he did what wai 
//.'// vi^orfe; he was even ^\)\^K^\x^Taet ^S.Qki\& 
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and a perfecutor and injurious." Go then, I 
lay, fince you plead the example of Paul, and 
follow the example throughout. Go then, and 
blafpheme Chrift as he did. Go, perfecute the 
prefent followers of Jefus. Go and hunt them 
jout as he did in every city, and bind them, both 
men and women, and then put them to death. 
Oh, no; you are afraid of venturing any fuch 
length in wickednefs as this. — ^But Remember, 
my deluded reader, that your plea, if it will war- 
rant you in any one (refpafs againft God, will 
warrant you even in this. Remember, that who- 
foever at any time encourages himfelf, even in 
the fmalled lin, either of omiflion or commillion, 
by unconverted Paul's example, may, on the 
very fame principle, encourage himfelf even in 
the greateft. lie afraid, therefore, to tread on 
this dangerous ground. Let not fuch kind of 
arguments, as I have fuppofcd you to ufe, be 
endured even for a moment, but confider them 
as the fiiofl complete perveiilons cf the gofpel, 
and as fome of the worfl teinptr.tions of the devil. 
This leads me to addrefs to you another ob- 
fcrvation on the funic lubjcct. God v^ras pleafed 
to convert Paul, as I apprehend, not as your 
argument has fuppofcJ, bccaufe he was a finner, 
. but although he was a finner, Paul's fin did not 
invite God's grace, it only did not hinder it : 
nay, if his iin, which was great, already, had 
rifen to be fomewhat greater, wc are not with- 
out reafon for fuppoii'.ig that the fame mercy 
would not have been extended lo \\\w\, ^^ '2^>x^. 
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I obtained mei-cy j" ifays Paul, " becaufc I d 
ignorantly and in unbelief/' This obfei*va 
of Paul Teems to imply that if the crime 
committed had alfo been committed knowi 
and wilfully, fuch would then have been th< 
gravation of them, that poQibly they woulc 
.have been pardoned. 

And now, reader, you may trace in thii 
fpeft, perhaps, an important dillin6lion bet^ 
his cafe and yours. Paul finned ignorantly. 
you are for finning wilfully, for fo your 
argument fuppofes. Paul '^ obtained mere) 
caufe he did it in mere ignorance and unbel 
you, perhaps, may not obtain mercy, becau 
to the evil you do, you do it not ignorantly 
with your eyes open; nay let me add, that 
very plea which you ufe of being encourage 
your floth or fin, by the free grace and men 
the gofpel, is itfelf the greateft aggravatic 
your guilt : the very excufe you ufe rer 
your cafe dreadful, and who knows, wheth 
the fame excufe is perfifted in, your cafe 
not thereby be rendered defperate ! 

To fum up all in a few words, the fail 
count of the whole matter feems to be this. 
was a great oppofer of the gofpel, and tl 
fore a great finner. His ignorance and u 
lief, which led him into this oppofition, wen 
doubtedly criminal, for he might have kn 
better if he would, neverthelefs, they aftb 
fomc /mall palliation of his guilt. God, o: 
wholcj for the fake o5\\U o\sw^vl\\jo^^^^^w 
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0n account of any merit in Paul, for there isnc^ 
.ver any merit in man, was pleafed to convert this 
perfecutor by the power of his grace, and to 
convert him even by a miracle, for God, as it 
evidently appears by the fucceeding part of 
Paul's hiftory, had great ends to fulfil by means< 
of this extraordinary convert. One of thefe ends 
was, that a ftriking proof might thus be given of 
the truth of that new religion which the world 
in general, and which the Jews efpecially, were 
fo ill prepared to believe ; and another end was, 
in order that a clear manifeftation might be made 
of the fovefeignty and power of God, and of the 
exceeding riches of his grace, which nothing, 
perhaps, would fhew forth more efFeftually than 
the converfion of this unworthy Jew into an 
apoftle. Thefe, as has been already obfcrved, 
feem to be fome of the great points which the 
ftory of Paul's Converfion is calculated to 
prove. It is calculated to prove (let it be care- 
fully remembered) that God fometimes may^ 
and that he always can, convert even the moft 
notorious finners, and even in the very midft of 
their wickedncfs, but not that he always^ no, 
nor even that he often will; ftill lefs does it 
prove, that God will convert any one again by a 
miracle. God works ordinarily by means, and 
•he himfelf has ^xprefsly appointed, in the cafe of 
Chriftianity, what (hall be his means. Thefe are 
the preaching of the gofpel, (for which end this 
very Paul was fent forth) the reading of the 

fcripturc5^ and the various other Vvc\^^\o^^N^- 
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tion with which men, according to their fevcral 
circumftances, are favored. If we negleft thfifc, 
I grant it is Itill not impoffible (as Paul's ftory 
fhews) that God may, in fome extraordinary 
way, convert us; I infill, however, that it is 
highly improbable that he will do fo, and the 
more fm we commit, the lefs likely fliould we 
confiderour converlion to be juft as we fee that 
in the cafe of Paul, the addition of the fin of 
wilfulnefs to his other crimes might have prov* 
ed an aggravation that would have put him be- 
yond the hope of mercy. We read of one dy- 
ing thief who repented on the crofs, and was cer^- 
tainly faved ; but the fcriptures name no other 
inftance of any thing like a real and availing 
death- bed repentance. We are thus taught^ 
that no dying finner fhould harden his heart 
through defpair, and yet that no living fmner 
fhould prefume on God's giving him grace to 
repent m his laft hours. We read, in like man- 
ner, of only one Paul who was converted by 
means of a voice from heaven, or while he was 
breathing flaughter againft the Chriftians; but, 
on the other hand, when the apoftles and difci- 
ples were regularly met together, and "were all 
>vith one accord in one place," at the time of 
Penlicoft, we are told that the numbers con- 
verted even in one day were three ihoufandj for 
God was pleafcd to give his peculiar bleffing on 
this (:rrt inftance of the public preaching of the 
apoftles by an extraordinary effulion of his Holy 
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Whenever we apply ourfelves, therefore, to 
he (lory of PauPs Converfion, let us bring with 
AS an honeft mind. We may, if we pleafe^ 
^'•wreft this," as well as other parts of fcripture, 
^ to our own deftruftion;" but we may alfo 
draw from it, if we are fo difpofed, the ftrongeft 
confirmation of our faith, and the grcateft en- 
couragement to repent of our fins, and to put 
conBdence in our Saviour's mercy. 



THE 

JUDGMENT DAY. 

vJ'F all the fubjecls in religion there is none 
more deeply interefting than that of the general 
judgment. That fome fort of day of reckoning 
will come upon the world, is what few men, 
I believe, have ever doubted, for it is a very 
natural perfuafion. Some new philofophers, in- 
deed, have attempted to teach people to the 
contrary, but furely it is hard to believe that 
there will he one event to the righteous and to 
the wicked, and that the grolFcft finner and the 
pureft faint, the man who has indulged himfelf 
without caring how much he hurt his fellow- 
creatures, and he who has both done and I'uf- 
fered much in order to do them good, fhall 
each, when they die, be placed in the very fame 
circumftances by God. No ; we all are a^n to 
ugrcc in the general belief; that ihti^ m\\ Q.<y«v^ 
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a day of judgment ; the point in which we diflf 
isj the particular mode in which the Almigh 
will deal with us when we are brought to tris 
and the fort of preparation for it which is ti 
ceffary. Even thofe who profefs themfelv 
Chriftians, vary much from one another in tl 
particular, for we have all our own opinions ai 
prepofleffions ; and though we think that we I: 
lieve the Bible, yet in fa6l, we all, more 
lefs, invent a day of judgment of our own, i 
ftead of feeking light from the revealed word 
God. 

It is the defign, therefore, of the prefent tra 
not to attempt either to intcreft the feelings, 
to alarm the fears of the reader, by reprefenti 
to him fuch a day of judgment as the write 
own imagination might paint, but rather to o 
left together what fcripture hath faid on tl 
fubjeft. All human fpeculations will be avoide 
and nothing will be introduced which may te 
to lead the mind into uncertainties, for the grc 
point is to know what we really have to expc 

^^ It is appointed unto all men," fays the fcri 
lure, " once to die, and after death the juc 
ment." What then is thedature of this judgmen 
There is no doubt, I think, that fome trial 
undergone immediately after death, and tl 
a fuitable ftate of happinefs or of mifery is a 
pointed for every one as foon as he leaves tl 
earth. " This day,'' faid our -Saviour to t 
penitent thief, " thou flialt be with me in Pai 
ciu'h. " But what is \\eTt mc^vA vo\i^ ^'^o'^aw 



The Judgment Day., ^51 

rather that public and univerfal judgment 
lich we are taught to exped at the (inal con- 
nmation of all things, in which God will ma^ 
eft his mode of dealing with his creatures 
ibre his holy angels, and before all the af- 
ibled world. 

The fcriptures have given us many very 
in notices of what is to take place on this 
;at day, and of the rules by v/hich God will 
Ige us ; and it is worthy of remark, that what 
fcriptures teach is very agreeable to what, if 
r minds were free from all corrupt bias, we 
jht naturally fuppofc to be the dealini^s of a 
y wife and merciful, and at the fams time, 
a very righteous and holy God. 
[n the firll place, then, I wopld obfcrve, that 
fcriptures declare it to be an univerfal truth, 
t *• God shall judge every man ac- 
RDiNG to his works" Jcws and Gentiles, 
n of every age of the world, and of every 
t ; men of every language and nation fliall 
" judged, every man according to his works, 
there is no refpeft to perfons before God," 
lofe, indeed, *' who have been withoui law," 
t is, thofc who have not had the fcriptures 
en them, '^ and who have finned without 
V' it is faid in the Romans, " fliall alfo pcrifli 
hout law," while thofe it is addcd> " who 
vc finned in the law (hall be Judged by the 
^." Chrift, we may take occafion here to 
nark, is ordained by God to judge us in this 
nncr, '^for he hdth appointed a dviY vv\ wVvviNx 
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he will judge the world in righteoufnefs by thtl 
man whom he hath ordained ;" and again it ii 
faid, " for we all muft appear before the judj^ 
ment feat of Chrift, that every one may receivf 
the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether they be good or whether they 
be evil," 

That we are all to be judged according 4i 
bur works, is a plain and obvious firfl: principle 
of religion; the fcriptures, neverthelefs, again 
and again, repeat this truth in our ears : they \ 
do fo, in order, no doubt, to ground us in it 
thoroughly, and to prevent our fo mifunder> 
Handing any of the Chrillian do£lrines, as to 
think they juflify us in departing from this fun- 
damental truth. , Thus, for inftance, it is faid 
again, " To them, who by patient continuance 
in well-doing feek for glory, honor, and im- 
mortality, he fhall render eternal life ; but unto 
them that are contentious (that is, as I fuppofei 
contentious againll God) and obey not the truth, 
but obey unrighteoufnefs, indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguifli on every foul of man 
that doeth evil, to the Jew firft, andalfo to the 
Gentile." " And I faw the dead," fays St. John, 
" fmall and great ftand before God, and thcj 
books were opened, and the feagave .up the 
dead that were in it, and Death and Hell (that ij 
the place of departed fpirits) gave up the dead 
tliat were in them, and they were judged, every 
man according to his works." 

When our Saviour f^ea^L^ ol l^fe Tj^^vavvkri 
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gion, he recominends it to us to foUov 
ame rule of judging, by which his own 
a will be guided on the great day. ** Yc 
know them," fays he, " by their fruits ; 
:n gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
5?" While of his true difciples he fays^ 
Lve ordained you that ye fliould go forth - 
tSLT much fruit." We will only quote one 
p more with a view to this point, " Mar- 
ot," fays the Saviour of the world in 
sr place, " for the hour cometh in which 
It are in their graves will come forth, they 
ive done good to the refurredion of life, 
ley that have done evil, to the refurreClion 
onation." 

? (hall have now to requeft the reader's 
:areful attention while we proceed to Jhcw 
is meant in fcripturc " by doing good and 

evil, and by being thus judged, every 
ccording to his works," for there is much 

for error on this point if we do not feek 
I explanation of the matter in the word of 

TC then, firft I would obferve that there 
lany fins {poken of in fcripture (fome of 
fins made very light of by men) which, if a 
ives in them habitually, are confidered by 
)o[lle as at once deciding the man's charac- 
nd they are called works of the flefli, "Now 
orksof the flefli are manifeft; which arc 
, adultry, fornication, uncleannefs, lafci- 
i)e/i> emulations^ wrath, fttife, cu\-^\v\^ 
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murders^ drunkennefs, revellings, and fuch 
and they that do luch things ihall not in 
the kingdom of God." And again, " b 
deceived, neither fornicators; nor adultc 
nor thieves,, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
revilers, nor extortioners (hall inherit the 1 

. dom of God." Sinners of this clafs may 
read their doom as plainly as if their very n; 
were written in the word of God. O that 
.would therefore repent, and flee from the \ 
to come, *' for hath the Lord faid and will b 
do it?" The mergies of God indeed are | 
to the penitent and contrite in heart; the; 
tend even to thechief of finners, and bleffc 
his name, they are alfo fure mercies; bi 
alfo are his judgments fure to them that liv< 
die in their iniquity. 

But there are various other marks givi 
fcripture whereby a man may know wheth 
fliall come under condemnation. " If ye 
after the flefli ye fhall die, but if yc, thr 
the fpirit, do mortify the deeds of the fleft 
fhall live." And again, " to be carnally n 
ed is death, but to be fpiritually minded i 
and peace." What is it then to be car 
minded and to live after the flefli? It is, 
doubiedly, to follow our natural inclinal 
inftead of following the good motions of ih( 
!y fpirit of t>od; it is to live as we like, i 
where we like, to fay and do what we 
to fpend our time and our money juft a 

Jjkcp find to let our coixu5\.\m\i\i^^xv^v\vi^Ns» 
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ever they like; it is to ]ive to pleafe our- 
s, inftead of living to pleafe God. I inajr 
alfo remark, that the/e are fins of the mind 
h will juft as much condemn a man on the 
mentday, if tbey have ruled over him, as 
Gni of the body, and it may be obfervcd \ 

Simulations, wrath, ftrife and envyings have 
already named, together with murders and 
Lery ; I may add, that pride is often treat- I 

Fin the fcripture as highly ofFenfive to God, 
lumility as one of the bed Cgns of accept- 
, for" God refifteth the proud, but giveth 
I (ox favor) to the humble/* A readinefs 
dge others is alfo a very bad Cgn. " Judge 
hat ye be not judged ; for with whaf judg- ' : 

t ye judge, ye (liall be judged ;" fo likewife 
unforgiving fpirit ; " for if ye forgive not 
their trefpaifes," fays our Saviour, " nei- 
will your heavenly Father forgive you." 
in the Old Tcftament it is moft awfully 
ired, that " he fhall have judgment without 
:y that hath fhewed no mercy," O what 
fliall we all have of mercy on that day, 
low dreadful a crime will it then feem, to 
: been in our life time hard and unrelenting 
irds our fellow-creaturcs, in comparifon of 
; it does now. The fins even of the tongue 
alio be enquired into^ for " the tongue, ; 

gh a little member, is a fire, a world of ini- 
y.^' It is inconceivable how much good or 
done by it. The tongue, indeed, is ^xvVcvd^YL 
ie heart; and therefore it is fvxid, ^^ \i^ >J^^ 
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words thou (halt be juftified, and by thy words 
thou flialt be condemned." 

We have fpoken hitherto only of aftual finSf 
and of thefe but fhortly, but I mud haften to 
remark that there are virtues which muft be 
praftifed if we would hope to enter Heaven, as 
well as crimes which muft be avoided. Some 
people are apt to think that nine-tenths of the 
adions of their lives are of a oXah which may 
be called indifferent. There is no good, they 
own, in them, but they truftj neither is there 
any harm. But the fcriptures are far fronj fa- 
voring notions of this fort; and I think there is 
rcafon to fuppofe, that when the day of judg- 
mcfU comes, it will not be fo much a few great 
crimes on the one hand, or a few fliining virtues 
on the other, that will decide a man's charafter, 
as the ordinary tenor of his life, and the general 
difpofition of his heart, as to what fome may 
call the more indifferent, and the lefler matters. 
Our Saviour, in order to imprefs his difciples 
with a juft notion of the complete accountable- 
ncfs of man, and of the puniihment due to un- 
proiitablenefs, fpake to them the following pa- 
rable : " A certain man went into a far country, 
and he called his fervants and delivered to each 
of ihem his goods; and to one he gave five-ta- 
lcnt5, and to another two, and to another one ; 
and af:cra long time, he crrinethand reckoneth 
with them." Now this is lo reprefent Godl's 
wanner of dealing with us his creatures; he has 
/7/vcii us endowments o5 m^xv^ VatAs •> ^ ^^Tvwsi 
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m of wealth, for inflance, and of other 
, (to fome of us more, and to others lefs) 
ich we are required to ufe in the fervice 

giver, and the day of judgment is that 
>f reckoning, when he will call upon us to 
ccount how far we have done fo. Every 
we had in this world will then be con(ider> 
A as having been our own, to do what we 
d with it, but as having been our Lord's 

; and the queftion to be tried at the judg- 
day will be, whether we have been faithful 
• ftewardfhip. In the parable, we have, 
: defcription of fome fervants who improv- 
er talents for their Lord's ufe ; and to each 
fe it is faid, " Well done, thou good and 
\\ fervant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
;" but one fervant is fpoken of who had 
led his talent in the earth," that is, who had 
Jit to no profit, for it is not faid that he 
lone any particular harm with it, and on 
; pafled a folemn fentence of condemna- 

Woe be to that perfon, therefore, who 
)e obliged to confefs on the. judgment 
hat while he was in this world, he idled 
his time, th§^t precious talent entrufted to 
y his maker, in fuch a manner as to bring 
)nor to God, and no good to his fellow- 
ires ; as for inftancc, in empty talk, in un- 
iftive work, and in needlefs amufements ; 
hall be forced to own alfo, that he confi- 

his health and llrcngth as given him only 
s own enjoyment^ that he exexVcdi Vvx'b ^v 
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lities for no other end than to get for himfelf 1 
nor or profit, that he employed his influei 
all for the fame purpofe ; and that he fpent 
wealth which God gave him in order to do gc 
with it, in nothing elfe than in procuring e 
and picafure, and a multitude of fuperfluii 
for himfelf and his family. A man of this k 
poffibly may be brought in guilty of no V( 
iignal crime, but he, undoubtedly, is the per; 
who is pointed at in the parable, and who is C( 
demned by that fentence denounced at the i 
of it. *' Caft ye the unprofitable fcrvant ii 

^ . #uter darknefs, there fhall be wailing and gna 
^g of teeth." 

This may not be an improper place to a< 
that a man's faiih will unqucflionably be enq 
red into on the day of judgment. ^* M^ith< 
faith," fay^ the fcripture, " it is impoffible 
plcaie God/* Faith alfo in our Saviour, as v 
as in the great doQrines of his gofpel, is ev< 
where required, as neceflary to Talvation. *^ i 
Preach the gofpel to all nations, he that beli< 
cth {hall be faved, and he that bclievcth i 
fhall be damned." " He that believeth not, 
condemned alreadv, becaufe he hath not belii 
cd in the only begotten Son of God." A 
the reafonablenefs of thus condemning mcp 
their unbelief, is alfo explained ; " for thi 

. fays our Saviour, " is the condemnation, t 
light is come into the world, and men love da: 
ncfs rather than light, becaufe their deeds \ 

evil I '' When meu do uol \)c\\^N^^\3wt fctv^jtu 
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defcribe the reafon to be, that there is in them, 
** an evil heart of unbelief to depart from the 
living God," They never talk oithe good heart 
of an unbeliever. All, all are called upon to 
repent and believe at their peril, and to obey 
God's blcffed gofpel, and are taught to expect 
that they (hall be rewarded or puniihed in the 
next life, as they have or have not done fo. 

What an aftonifliing proof was it of the con* 
defcendon and goodnefs of God, that he fhould 
fend his only begotten Son down into the world 
to die for us, as well as to teach us the way in 
which we ought to walk, and to bring life and 
immortality to light by the gofpel ; what mer- 
cy is it that GodThould provide for us manfions 
in the heavenly world; and that he fhould offer 
us his Holy Spirit to produce all the necefTary 
preparations of heart within us 1 This rich offer 
of God in the gofpel, is compared in the fcrip. 
ture to the invitation of a man who prepares a 
great feaft or fupper, and fends to call many 
guefts, faying, " my oxen and my fatlings are 
killed, come, for all things are ready." The 
world, in general, flight the offer of the gofpel ; 
they plead bufinefs, or amufement, or engage- 
ment with their connexions ; and they are there- 
fore compared in the fame parable to perfons 
who, when the invitation to the fupper comes, 
•' go one to his farm, and another to his mer- 
chandize, and a third to his wife," each of them 
faying, " I pray the have me excufed." 

It is obfervable; that the inviUUou o^ \3cv^^^- 

P 2 
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rable appears here to be fomewhat civilly de- 
clined, and that certainly, no violent infult to the' 
mafter of the feaft Teems intended ; and yet he 19 
reprefented as confidering it to be a fufiicient a£< 
front that they merely will not conqie to partake 
of the feaft which he had been at the expence of 
preparing for them, " Noneof thofe men," fay? 
he '^ which were bidden, flialltaft of ray fupper." 
In this manner are we taught, that if we attend 
not to the gofpel, even though we Ibould be 
guilty of no intentional difrefpeQ to God, or 
to Jefus Chrift, we fhall not be permited bere-r 
after to tafte of the heavenly happinefs; "for 
how fhall V7e efcape if we negleft fo great falva- 
tion !" 

The fame point may be very decifively prov-i 
ed from fome expreffions at the end of the foU 
lowing awful paffage ; '* For tiie Lord Jefus 
Ihall be revealed from Heaven, with his mighty 
angels in flaming fire, to take vengeance on tbem 
that know not God, and that obey not the got 
pel of our Lord jefus Chrift, who fhall be pu- 
nifhed with everlafting deftru6lion from the 
prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of bis 
power, when he fhall come to be glorified ia 
his faints, and admired in all them that believe^ 
becaufe our teftimony was believed in that day." 

And here, if it fhould be afked, But hov 

comes it that we are to be tried for our faith, 

when it has been already faid, that it is by our 

works that we fhall be judged ? I anfwer, moft 

evidently the word ^* '^oxVls" U \wC\xch ij^laccs a* 
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thefe to be underftood in the very largefl; and 
Kioft general fenfe ; a point which muit have 
partly appeared already. Tlje word is to be 
underftood, ais it feems tome, in a fenfe fo large, 
that even our faith is to be included in it. The 
juftice of this obfervation will, perhaps be 
more fully admitted, after conlidering the fol- 
lowing patfages. When the pharifees come to 
Chrift, and faid, " What fliall we do that we 
may work the works of God ?'* he anfwered^ 
" this is the work of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath fent ;" that is to fay, this 
is the firft and great work that you have to at- 
tend to, namely, to believe in me, and then the 
other good works which God would have you 
to do,^ will follow in their due order. Believing 
then, is exprefsly termed, a work that is to be 
dene in this paflage of fcripture. It is faid in 
another place, " This is the commandment of 
God, that ye believe on the name of his Son 
Jefus Chritt." Here then, 'to believe in Chrift 
is fpoken of as one of God's commandments ; 
and to difbelieve in Chrift, is,of courfe, to break 
God's commandment. Now it is plain, that to 
break God's commandment in this, in the fame 
manner as in any other point, muft be an evil 
work, and that it muft be a work for which we 
(hall have to be judged when we come to the 
day of judgment. 

But here let it alfo be ftrongly infifted on, 
that it is not a barren and unfruitful faith that 
will ftand ttie teft of that awful um^ ot v\'\^^ 
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It is not a man's having been right in his doc^ 
trines, and found and o;rthodax in his creed, that 
will be the means of faving his foul. No: we 
are well warned in Scripture, that all that faith 
which did not teach a man to depart from ini- 
quity, will be pronounced to have been a dead 
faith, and utterly unavailing; '^ for as the body 
without the fpirit is dead, even fo faith without 
works is dead alfo ;" and " without holincfi 
no man fhall fee the Lord." 

The Scriptures give us much reafon to fup- 
pofe, that the number of perfons who will have 
had this falfe faith, and will have fondly truft^ 
to it, and who will therefore, quite unexpe6ledly 
to themfelves, be condemned as evil doers on 
the judgment-day, will prove not inconfidera-^ 
ble ; and it feems, from feveral paflages, that 
among thefe perfons will be fome who had 
. known Chrift familiarly in the days of his flefh ; 
others who had poffeffed great gifts in his church; 
and not a few in all ages who had made a for- 
ward profeffion of his religion, who had had a 
ftrong conceit of their being fome of the people 
of God, and a high confidence of their falvation. 
The following paflage, which defcribcs the 
future difappointment of the Pharifees, and it is 
to be feared alfo of many others, who will, in 
like maner, be fliut out of heaven, is very re- 
markable. " Strive to enter in," fays our Sa- I 
viour, "at the ft rait gate; for many fliall feek 
' to enter in^ and (hall not be able. When once 
the matter of thehou^e'uufcw\^^^^u4.\^aA (hut 
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to the door, and ye begin to (land without, and 
Jmock at the door, .faying Lord, Lord, open 
unto us, and he ihali anfwer and fay, I knov 
you not whence ye are ; then fhall ye begin to 
fay, we have eaten and drunk in thy prefence, 
and thou haft taught in our ftrcets. But lie 
(hall fay, I tell you, I know you not whence ye 
are : depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. 
Then fhall be weeping and gnaftiing of leeih, 
when ye fhall fee Abraham, and Ifaac, and' 
Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of 
God, and you yourfeWes thruft out. For they 
Ihall come from the eaft, and from tfaie weft, 
and from the north, and from the fouth, and 
(hall fit down in the kingdom of God, and be* 
hold there are lail which fhall be firfl, and the 
fira lafl." 

Thus it feems that there will be numbers 
ivhom Chrift will acknowledge as his faints, and 
will gather in to his church in heaven, who 
were not acknowledged as true Chriliians by 
many of their brethren here below; and the 
rcafon of this error is. that here we judge fome- 
times too haftily and by outv/ard appearance, 
and, at other times, by falfe marks of grace; for 
it is not eafy to bring men to try ciiher themfelves 
or others by the true fcriptural teft. " Depart 
from me," (fays our Saviour in like manner, in 
another place, to fome who boafted much of 
their attachment to him) " I know ye not, ye 
workers of iniquity." O, how much eafier is 
it to Mend the preaching o£ iVve %o^^A^ mi^ vk^ 
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be prefent alfo at the Lord's table, to talk w- 
ligioufly, and to get credit with a religious 
circle, and even to perfuade ourfelves that we 
are religious, than it is to leave off iniquity. 
"Not every one that faith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, fhall enter into the kingdom ofheaveni 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven." Indeed, it is not poflible at prefeat 
to feparate exaftly the truly pious Chriftiaa^ 
from the hypocrite and felf-deceiver ; *^the tarc« 
and the wheat therefore muft grow up together 
until the time of harveft ; but then fliall the 
hufbandman fay unto the reapers, Bind ye to- 
gether the tares in bundles to burn them,, but 
gather ye the wheat into my garner." 

There are various figns to which on the 
jtidgment-day, our Saviour will appeal for the 
reality of the religion of his foUov/ers, and one 
of thefe I will now dwell upon, becaufe it is in 
the evangelift Matthew very fpecially mention-' 
ed; I mean that kindnefs and condefcenfion. 
which Chriftians will have been in the habit of 
exercifing to the poor, and to all their fuffering 
brethren. Their alms, indeed, not like the alms 
of the worldly man, will have been beftowed 
for the Lord's fake, and with a fimple and hum- 
ble mind, according to that precept of their 
Saviour, " Let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand doeth." Let every man, there- 
fore, and efpecially every rich man, who calls' 
himfelfa Chriftian^ try himfelf by this teli, as 
ever he would hope lo ft.3iiv^ xxwcowkmvi^d at 
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I great day of our Lord's appearance. That 
lat and folemn fcene is thus defcribed by our 
nour : *« When the Son of man fhall come 
his glory, and all his holy angels with hiray 
n (hall he fit on the throne of his glory ; 
1 before him fhall be gathered all nations ; 
1 he fhall feparate them one from another, as 
bepherd devideth the fheep from the goats ; 
1 he fhall fet the fheep on his right hand, and 
I goats on his left. Then fhall the King fay 
to them on his right hand, Come, ye blef- 
1 of my Father, Ninherit the kingdom prepared 
you from the foundation of the world, 
r I was an hungry, and ye . gave me meat ; 
rfty, and ye gave me drink ; a ftranger, and 
took me in; naked, and yts clothed me; 
t, and ye vifited me ; in prifon, and ye came 
to me." But they, being little difpofed to 
e credit for any good works which they had 
ne, are reprefented as replying, " Lord, 
en faw we thee a hungry, or thirfty, or na- 
ir Then fhall he fay unto them, " Foraf- 
ich as ye did it to the leaft of thefe my breth« 
I, ye did it unto me." " Then fhall he fay 
them on his left hand, Depart from me, ye 
rfed, into cverlatting fire, prepared for the 
vil and his angels ; for I was an hungry, and 
gave me no meat ; thirfty, and ye gave me 
drink; naked, and ye clothed me not 
k and in prilon, and ye vifited me not;' 
icn fhall they fay, (being aftonilhed at vKe. ^c.- 
Nation brought againft them, and, c\yx\\£^\^^^'^•. 






l68 Th& Judgment Day. 

Kng to allow it) ** Lord, when faw we thee hun- 
gry orthirfty,of aftranger, or naked,orfick,orin 
jfyrifon, and did not minifter unto thee ?" Then 
fliall he anfwer them, " Verily I fay unto tbcc, 
forafmuch as ye did it not to one of the leaft of 
tbefe, ye did it not to me. And thefc (hall go 
away imo everlafting puniihment, but the righ- 
ceous into life eternal." 

O, let us beware of that fort of religion 
which does not expand the heart in love to God, 
as well as in fervent kindnefs and chari^ to our 
fellow-ereatures ; and let us, I will add, beware 
of' that fort of kindnefs which confifts much in 
foft and civil words, but very little in beneficent 
and felf-dcnying anions. " For if a brother or 
lifter be naked, and deftitute of daily food, and 
one of you fay unto them, depart in peace, be 
ye wsu-med and filled, notwithftanding ye give 
them not thofe things which are needful for the 
body, what doth it profit?" 

The fum which profeffing Chriftians will have 
gi^vcn in charity, will, no doubt, be enquired 
into on the day of judgment, as well as the 
walks which they have taken to fee the poor, 
the attentions which they have paid to the father-? 
lefs and the widow, the hofpitality which they 
have exercifed towards the foreigners and the 
ft ranger, the condefcenfionstov/ardstheprifoner^ 
and the various comforts which I hey have admi* 
niJiered to the afllifled. It is not, indeed, the 
fum given that wiW, in l\\dt Lord's fight, de- 
tcrmine the chara6tcr ; fox l\vt md.o^'%\£i\\fcN8;^ 



The Judgment Day. ' 169 

hereafter count fof a larger fum than many an 
admired donation of the affluent; and " whofo 
Ihallhave given even a cup of cold water to one 
of the little one's of Chrift's flock, in the name 
of a difciple, fhall in no wifelofe his reward.'* 

Alas ! how little is true chrillanity fts yet 
underftood in the world. There is a flight and 
fuperficial religion, which, in its fruits, is hardly 
to be dillinguilhed from infidelity, and by which, 
neverthclefs,' men contrive to quiet their con- 
fciences while they are in this world. To expofe 
all this falfe chiiftanity to fhame and contempt, 
will be oneeffeQ: of the day of judgment; for 
that is the day in which the hearts of men arc 
to be fearched, their feveral aftions weighed, the 
motives to them examined, their good works 
afcertained, and all their fecret fins brought to 
light. What facrifices did we here make to 
God and a good confcience ? That ^yill be one 
part of the queftion. How far did we refift the 
world? " The world," we were told in Scrip- 
ture, " lieth in wickcdnefs." We were warned 
to take heed, " left we be condemned with the 
world." We were commanded " not to be 
conformed to it." It is in thfs qianner the reality 
of the faith and grace that were in us will be 
enquired into on the Judgment Day. It is the 
reality of our jepentance that will thcK, be tried, 
the reality of our love to God, and our fimpli- 
city and fincerily in his fight. Vain excul^ will 
no longer ferve. The various pleas wKvcK' >8a^ 
here have made for indulging ouife\N^%Viv ^.ci»ic 
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or fin, for giving way to our evil lenapers, for 
conforming to the evil cuftoms around us, for 
omitting unwelcome duties, for profaning the 
fabbath, or for negleQing prayer and the worftiip 
of God, will not bear to be urged on the day 
of judgment. No; our mouth will be flopped 
Julias the mouth of fome poor criminal fome« 
time& is in this world, who, before he was 
brought to the bar, infifted on his innocence^ 
but when forced to give in his evidence, finds it 
no longer pofTible to make, before his judge, 
the fame fhuffling excufes by which he had juf- 
tified himfelf among his fellow criminals. 
' "Verily, it is a Tmall thing to be judged by 
one another, or of man's judgment, for he that 
jUdgeth us is the Lord." What will it matter 
whether we had more or lefs charafter while on 
earth ? The day of judgment will declare-to the 
aifembled world what we really were. The day 
of judgment will re£tify all errors: the day of 
judgment will find us out. 

There is no circumftance, perhaps, in our 
defcription of this day, more calculated to flrike 
terror into many a heart than this : I mean that 
the mod fecret things Ihall then be laid open. 
Oh what difcoveries will then be made ! What 
fecret robberies and adulteries, and deeds of 
darknefs, will be revealed ! All the crimes per- 
petrated in the world from generation to gene- 
ration : all the cruelties and oppreffions which 
liaise been ever committed under the fun, and 
ivAic/i there was here no otveio i^vi^\cl?»^ T^d^\l 
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the violences and murders under which the 
world has groaned, but which, by fome means 
or other, have gone unpunifhed, and many of 
which have been here entirely concealed, fhall 
be brought to light. ^^ For the earth (hall dif- 
clofe her blood, and fhall no more cover her 
flain." For now " that great and terrible day of 
the Lord is come," on which alfo " the fecrets 
of all hearts Ihall be laid open." It is the " day 
of the revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God," when the fentence againft evil workers, 
which has been fo long delayed, fhall be exe- 
cuted ; when the triumph of the kicked (liall be 
over, when "the Lord fhall repay fury to his 
adverfaries," and when he fhall " reward the 
faith and patience of his faints'' 

I ought, here, laftly, to add, that we fliall al,l^ 
be judged, undoubtedly, according to our op- 
portunities of improvement, and our means of 
grace. " The fervant that knew not his matter's 
will (liall be beaten with few ftripcs; but the 
fervant who knew it, and yet did it not, fhall 
bte beaten with many ftiipes. What av/Tul threat- 
eriings did our Saviour denounce on the cities 
that heard his gofpel, and yet would not attend 
to it. — " Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto 
thee Bethfaida ! for if the mighty works which 
bave been done in the, had been done in So- 
iom and Gomorrah, they would have repented; 
ivherefore it fhall be more tolerable for Sodom 
md Gomorrah in iheday of judgment llwj\ Ccyt 
tbee." Thofe^ therefore, who \w ^v% ^aoA^ 

-I 
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were long hearers of the gofpel, and yet profited 
not by it ; thofc " who had line upon line, * and 
precept upon precept ;" thofe who had Chrif- 
tian parents to direft them,, and Chriftian friends 
to reprove them, and Chriftian paftors to in- 
ftruQ them, and Chriftian examples fet before 
them ! thofe who had feafons for refleftion af- 
forded them by their parents on the fabbath, and 
had religious books put into their hands, and 
had abundant opportunities of becoming ac- 
quainted with true religion ; thofe who, more- 
over, had alarming providences fent to awaken 
them ; who were often warned by God's own 
afflifting hand of the approach ot^ death, and 
heard addreffed to them many an awful repre- 
fentation of their own future judgment, -and 
who, in fpite of all thefe advantages, flill con- 
tinued to be hardened — thefe are they that fhall 
receive the chief condemnation. 

But who are the perfons that will be juftified, 
and that will have reafcr. to rejpice at this great 
day of their Lord's appearance ? I anfwer, in 
the words of our Saviour, "Blefledare the poor 
in fpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Bleffed kre the merciful, for they (hall obtain 
mercy. Bleffed are the pure in heart, for they 
fhall fee God. Bleffed are they who hunger and 
thirft after righteoufnefs, for they ftiall be filled. 
Bleffed are the peace-makers, for' they fhall be 
called the children of God. Bleffed arc they 
yvho {hall have been reviled, and perfecuted, for 
rJgbteoaCnck fake, for ivo\^ v\\^^ ^^ t^Y^^^ 
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and be exceeding glad, for great is their reward 
in heaven." — ^** The fruit of the fpirit is love^ 
joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, 
faith, meeknefs, temperance, againft fuch, there 
is no law." 

And now, before I clofe this traS, I wifti to 
add a few words in the way of comfort and en. 
couragement, as well as with a view to fome 
further explanation of the fubjc£l ; for, I am 
afraid, it may be faid, that the qualities which 
have been fpoken of as neceffary for heaven, 
are high and difficult to be attained, infomuch, 
that fome fearful reader may cry out, " who 
then fliall be faved ?" Let it here, therefore, be 
obferved in anfwer, that the fcriptures no where 
fay, that the(e qualities mud have been pofTefled 
from the very beginning of life, nor even during 
any part of life in complete perfeftion. 

It may tend much to our purpofe of encou- 
raging the well-difpofed reader, if we here di- 
grefs a little, in order to confider the cafe of 
Chrift's own apoftles. 

In the hiftory of them, which is given us by 
the evangelifts, they appear to have been at one 
time very weak in faith, to have labored under 
much prejudice and ignorance, and to have 
been often led through the worldlinefs of their 
minds- exceedingly to mifunderftand their divine 
mafter. They fometimes difcouraged thofe 
whom Chrift was willing to heal; they were apt 
continually to wonder at bis \yords, and the^ 
were balfdifpoCcd io blame foui^ o^ \vv% ^QitfXM*^ 
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they could not believe that he was about to die 
for them, and they flept when he was agoniz- 
ing in the Garden. Were not thefe proofs of 
weaknefs in them ? And yet, even at the time 
of their having thefe infirmities, they had that 
degree of fimplicity and integrity, and of un- 
feigned attachment to their mafter, which alrea- 
dy entitled them to the name of true difciples. 
For when fome of the followers of Chrift cried 
out, " This is a hard faying, who can bear it ?" 
And when others are faid to have walked no 
more with him, they feem all, with the excep- 
tion only of Judas, to have joined in that faying 
of Peter, " Lord to whom Ihall we go but unto 
thee, for thou haft the words of eternal life." 
They continued, therefore, to hear his words, 
and thus they had their minds gradually opened 
by his inftruQions, and, except only when he 
was led away to be crucified, they lided with 
him in his feveral trials and tempations. On the ' 
whole, therefore, they, even in this feafon of 
their infirmity, were in favor with God ; and, 
us a teftimony of it, they had that glorious prp- 
mife made to them by Chrift himfelf, juft before 
his death, " Ye are they which have continued. 
with me in my temptations, and I appoint unto 
you a kingdom, and ye (hall fit on thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Ifrael." Which 
means, as I prefumc, that they fliould be exalt- 
ed on the day of judgment, as the twelve heads 
vfthe church, and l\iai lV\tv ftvovild j^oin thciir 
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)ices to that of Chrift when he /hould judge 
s people. 

We fee then, that a man wi^ be accepted by 
od on the judgment day, even though he has 
d much imperfeftion ; but I would alfo add 
u, imperfeft- as thofe apoftles for a long time 
^re, both in their faith, their knowledge, and 
sir goodnefs, they were in due time led on and 
engthened, as well as comforted, by the good 
«rit of God, to whofe guidence they commit- 
1 themfelves; and almoft every one gf thofe, 
10, once through their worldly fear, forfook 
*ir matter, are believed to have died martyrs. 
I fay, therefore, let us encourage ourfelves by 
•fe examples, and let us not be deterred by 
J difficulties of the way, but '* let us prefs for- 
ird in our courfc, and let us be followers of 
im, who by faith and patience inherit the pro- 
ks.^* And let me now alfo bring another 
int to my reader's comfortable remembrance, 
dch is, that a man's paft fins, even if ever {o 
sat, will, when they are repented of, be no ob- 
cle to his falvation ; for fuch is the merciful 
pointment of God in the gofpel. " Who are ' 
>fe," it is faid in the Revelations, " who are 
rthed with white robes, and have palms in 
*ir hands ;" the anfwer is, " thefe are they that 
ve walhed their garments, and made them 
lite in the blood of the Lamb." — " Chrift is 
U Lamb of God, which taketh away the fins 
the world ; and by him all who be.\kv^^^ 
/u/ij/jcd from all things," He^\ev\^ ^.^ "^^ 
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have reafon to fuppofe, will not be peopled 
thofe who wer^ innocent from their youtli, ; 
whofe fpotlefs lives will form their title to adi 
fion ; for an adulterous, though penitent Da^ 
will be found there ; a once perfecuting Sai: 
converted Mary Magdalene, a thief, who 
pented even on the crofs, and a Peter, who o 
denied his Matter. Thefe, and many more, 
point of finfulnefs not unlike to thefe, ft 
through the all-powerful grace of Chrift, obi 
a glorious refurreSion ; for thefe all reper 
oftheir{ins,they all, as they had time and 
portunity, " brought forth fruits meet for rej 
tahce," and thefe fruits which are called 
Scripture, the fruits of the Spirit, being pro 
ced by the Holy Spirit's influence on the he 
are thofe very works which we have been 
largely defcribing. 

Let us then lay our foundation for g( 

works in repentance and deep humility. " 

. tempers which have been fpoken of, fuch, 

inftance, as forgivenefs of injuries, and a dr 

of judging others, as well as an overflowing I 

and pity to our fellow-creatures, arife natun 

and cahly from a heart broken with a fenfc 

our own iniquities ; for the qualifications 

Heaven which God requires in us, are not th 

of a finlefs being, but of a penitent and humb 

finner that has been taught in the fchool of 

pentance, and has thus learnt to walk in n( 

pefs of life ; and even \\\3.v. \ove of God,^ wh 

x$ fo leading a part oJ Umc xtYv^v^^^^ \^ wox^ 
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tie excited and cncreafed by the fenfe of God's 
forgivenefs of us, according to that remark of 
our Saviour : " Her fins which are many, are 
forgiven, therefore hath (he loved much." 

Let it be our great fear, however, left pro- 
feffing to admire the grace of the Gofpel, and to 
believe its truths, we fhould not be found on the 
day of judgment to have been walking in a man- 
ner worthy of it; and let us treafurc up in our 
minds the many warnings given us in Scrip- 
ture, that it is by bur works that we fhall be 
called upon to prove that we have been frue dif- 
ciples. ** Behold," fays the blefled Saviour of 
the world, " I come quickly, and my reward is 
with me, to give to every man according as h u 
WORK fhall be." 
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THE ' 

TWO WEALTHY FARMERS^ 

OR, 

THE HISTORY OF 

Mr. BR AG WELL and Mr. WORTHY. 



PART VI.* 

Mr. BRAG well was fo much affliaed 
the difgraceful marriage of his daughter, w 
ran off with Timothy Incle, the ftroUing play< 
that he never fully recovered his fpirits. i 
chearfulnefs which had arifen from an high o] 
nion of himfelf, had been confirmed by a co 
ftant flow of uninterrupted fuccels; and that 
a fort of chearfulnefs which is very liable to 1 
impaired, becaufe it lies at the mercy of eve 
accident and crofs event in life. But though 1: 
pride was now difappointed, his misfortunes hi 
not taught him any humility, becaufe he hadm 
difcovered that they were caufed by his oyi 
fault; nor had he acquired any patience or ful 
miflion, becaufe he had not learnt that all afflii 
tions come from the hand of God to awaken 'i 
to a deep fenfe of our fin, and to draw off oc 

♦ For ibe five &A ^wVilt^ VqU I* 
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rs from the perifliing vanities of thisf life, 
des, Mr. Bragwell was one of thofe people, 
, even if they would be thought to bear 
tolerable fubmifliou fuch trials as appear to 
:nt more immediately from Providence, yet 
< they have a fort of right to rebel at every 
ortune which befalls them through the fault 
fellow-creature; as if our fellow- creatures 
\ not the agents and inftruments by which 
i^idence often fees fit to try or]to punni/h us. 
5 imprudent daughter, Bragwell would not 
•rought to fee or forgive, nor was the de- 
ling name of Mrs. Incle ever allowed to be 
lounced in his hearing. He had loved her 
an exceffive and undue affeQion ; and while 
jratified his vanity by her beauty and finery, 
leemed her faults of littje confequence; but 
n (he difappointed his ambition by a dif* 
:eful marriage, all his natural affeftion only 
ed to increafe his refentment. Yet, though 
tgretted her crime lefs than his own morti- 
lion, he never ceafed in fecret to lament her 
. She foon found out jfhe was undone, and 
te in a (train of bitter repentance to afk his 
;ivenefs. She owned that her hufl3and, whom 
had fuppofed to be a man of fa(hion in dif- 
e, was a low perfon in diftrefled circum- 
ccs. She implored that her father, though 
fefufed to give her hufband th.^.t fortune for 
^h alone it was now too plain he had married 
would at lead allow her fome fubfiftevvee^ 
thai Mr. Inkle was much in debl^ ?iw^ ^\^ 
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. *■ 
feared in danger of a gaol. The fathir*s teart 

was half melted at this account, and his affec- 
tion was for a lime awakened. But Mrs. Brag- 
well oppofed his fending her any affiftance. She 
always made it a point of duty never to forgive^ 
" for fhc faid it only encouraged thofe who had 
done wrong once to do worfe next timfe. For 
her part fhe had never yet been guilty of fo mean 
and pitiful a weaknefs as to forgive any one; 
for to pardon an injury always fhe wed either 
want of fpirit to feel it, or want of power to 
refcnt it. She was rcfolved fhe would nevei 
fquander the money for which fhc had work< 
early and late, on a baggage who had throi 
herfelf away on a beggar, while flie had a daugl 
ter fingle who might raife her family by a gn 
match." I am forry to hy, that Mrs. BragwcUV 
anger was not owing to the undutifulnefs of thi 
daughter, or the worthleflhefs of the hufbandj 
poverty was in her eyes the grand crime. Thi 
doQrine of forgivencfs, as a religious principle^ 
made no more a part of Mr. BragwelFs fyfieujl 
than of his v/ife's, but in natural feeling, partis 
cularly for this oflcnding daughter, he muchexj 
ceeded her. 'i 

In a few months, the youngeft Mifs Bragwedc 
defired leave to return home from Mr. \Vom 
thy's. She had, indeed, only confented logcl 
thidicr as a kfs evil of the two, than flaying ijfi 
her fatherb^ houfc after her filler's elopemcnflu 
But the ibbricty ei^.d tvtt\^\\dtY of Mr. Wortbyllt: 
family v/crc irkloixv^ vo \\a, \V?^\vs» ^\\7ssSi^ 
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md idlenefs were become fo rooted in her mind, 
that any degree of reftraint was a burthen; and 
though (he was outwardly civil, it was eafy to 
fee that fhe longed to get away. She refolved, 
however, to profit by her fitter's faults ; and 
made her parents eafy by afluring them (he ne* 
ver would throw herfelf away on a man who 
was worth nothing. Encouraged by thefe pro- 
mifes, which were all that her parents thought 
ihey could in reafon expeft, her father allowed 
her to come home. 

Mr. Worthy, who accompanied her found 
Mr. Bragwell gloomy and dejefted. As his 
boufe was no longer a fcene of vanity and fefti- 
vity, Mr. Bragwell tried to make himfelf and 
his friend believe that he was grown religious ; 
whereas he was only become difcontented. As 
he had alwayvS fancied that piety was a melan- 
choly gloomy thing, and as he felt his own mind 
Teally gloomy, he was willing to think that he 
was growing pious, he had indeed, gone more 
conftantly to church, and had taken lefs plea- 
fure in feafting, and cards, and now and then 
read a chapter in the bible ; but all this was be- 
caufe his fpirits were low, and not becaufe his 
heart was changed. The outward anions were 
more regular, but the inward man was the fame. 
The forms of religion were refoited to as a pain- 
ful duty ; but this only added to his mifery, 
while he was utterly ignorant of its fpirit and its 
power. He ftill, however, refervedreU^vow^.^^ 
loathTome medicine^ to which he feaitdVv^xwoJ^ 

R 
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have recourfe at laft, and of which he even now 
confidered every abftinence from pleafure, oreve* 
ry exercife of piety as a bitter dofe. His health 
alfo was impaired, fo that his friend found him 
in a pitiable ftate, neither able to receive plea- 
fure from the world, which he fo dearly loved, 
nor from religion which he fo greatly feared. 
He expelled to have been much commended by 
Worthy for the change in his way of life ; but 
Worthy, who lav/ that the aheration was only 
owing to the lofs of animal fpirits, and to the 
cafual abfence of temptation, was cautious of 
flattering him too much. " I thought, Mr. 
Worthy," faid he, " to have received more 
comfort from you. I was told too, that religi- 
on was full of comfort, but I do not much find 
it." You were told the truth, replied Worthy, 
Religion is full of comfort, but you muft firll 
be brought into a Hate fit to receive it before it 
can become fo; you mud be brought toa deep 
;^ud humbling {er.fe of fin. To give you com- 
fort while you are puffed up with high thoughts 
of youtfclf, woiild be to give you a ftrong cor- 
dial in a high lever. Religion keeps back her 
cordials till the patient is lowered and emptied; 
emptied of felf, Mr. Bragwell. If you had a 
v»ound, it muft be examn^ed and cleanfed, aye, 
and probed too, before it would be fafe to pu| 
on a healing plaiflcr. Curing it to the outward 
eje, while it was corrupt at bottom, would only " 
bring on a mortificauou, dud you would be a ■ 
dead mail w hile y ou ixu(\cOl v\\^\. nJcv^ >;\5S!\'t\ h^^ 
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Ing you. You muft be, indeed, a Chriftian, 
bre yoji can be entitled to the comforts of 
riflanity. — I am a Chriftian, faid Bragwell, 
ny of my friends are Chriftians, but I do not 
it has done us much good. — Chriftianity it- 
' anfwered Worthy, cannot make us good 
efs it be applied to our hearts. Chriftian 
vileges will not make us Chriftians unlefs we 
ke ufe of them. On that (helf I fee ftands 
IX medicine. The do£lor orders you to 
e it. " Have you taken it ?" Yes, replied 
igwell. Are you the better for it ? faid Wor-. 
.' — I think I am, he replied. — But, added 
orthy, are you the better becaufe the dottor 
, ordered it merely, or becaufe you havealfo 
en it ? — What a foqlifli qweftion, cried 
Igwell. Why, to be fure, the doftor might 
the beft doftor, and his phyfic the beft phy- 
in the world ; but if it ftood forever on the 
If, I could not expetl to be cured by it. • 
I doQ.or is not a mountebank. He does not 
jtend to cure by a charm. The pliyfic is 
3d, and as it fuits my cafe, though it is bitter, 
ake it.-^You have now, faid Worthy, ex* 
ined undefignedly the reafon why Religion 
ss fo little good in the world. It is not a 
^untebank ; it does not work by .if , charm ; 
t offers to cure your worft corruptions by 
olefome, though fometimes bitter prefcrip- 
^$. But you will not take them ; yod will 
t apply to God with the fame c«irnefi^|^e to 
heaJed with which you app\y 10 ^o> 
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yoa will not confefs your fins to the one as he 
jicftly as you tell your fymptoms to the othej 
nor read your Bible with the fame faith an 
fubmiflfion with which you take your medicini 
In reading it, however, you mud take care m 
to apply to yourfelf the comforts which are ik 
fuited to your cafe. You muft, by the grac 
of God, be brought into a condition to be ei 
titled to the promifes, before you can expeft tl: 
comfort of them. ConviQion is not conve 
fion ; that wordly difcontent which is the effei 
of worldly difappointment, is not i\idXgodlyfo\ 
row which worketh ^epcntence. Befides, whi 
you have been purfaing all the gratifications < 
the world, do not complain that you have n< 
all the comforts of Religion too. Cpuldyc 
live , in the fujl enjoyment of both, the bib 
would not be true. 

Bragwcll now feemcd refolved to fet aboi 
the matter in earneft, but he refolved in his o\i 
ftrength; and, unluckilvj the very day M 
Worthy took leave, there happened to be 
grand ball at the next town, on account of tl 
affizes. An affize-ball is a fcene to which gei 
tlemen and ladies periodically refort to eel 
brate the crimes and calamities of their fello\ 
creatures by dancing and mufic, and to dive 
ihemfolves with feafUfig and drinking, while ui 
happy wretches are receiving fentence of deatl 

To this Ball Mifs Bragwell went, drefled oi 

M'ith a double portion of hnery, pouring out o 

her own head the whole \)atvi.\>ox o\ K^^vVsr.^ 
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and flowers her (ifter had left behind her. 
While (he was at the ball her father formed ma- 
ny plans of religious reformation ; he talked of 
leflening his bulinefs, that he might have more 
leifure for devotion ; though not jz^ noxo^ while 
the markets were fo high ; iand then he began 
to think of fending a handfome fubfcription to 
the infirmary ; though, on fecond thoughts, he 
concluded he need not be in a hurry^ but leave 
it \x% his will ; but to give, and repent, and re- 
form, were three things he was bent upon. But 
when his daughter came home at night, fo happy 
and fo fine, and telling how fhe had danced with 
Squire Squeeze the great corn contraftor, and 
how many fine things he had faid to her, Mr* 
Bragwell felt the old fpirit of the world return 
in its full force. A marriage with Mr. Daftiall 
Squeeze, the contraftor, was beyond his hopes, 
for Mr. Squeeze was fuppofed from a very low 
beginning to have got rich during the war. As 
for Mr. Squeeze he had picked up as much of 
the hiftory of his partner between the dances as 
he defired, he was convinced there would be no 
money wanting, for Mifs Bragwell, who was 
now looked on as an only child, mud needs be a 
great fortune, and he was too much ufed to ad- 
vantageous contracts to let this flip. As he was 
gaudily dreffed, and potfefled all the arts of vul- 
gar flattery, Mifs Bragwell eagerly caught at 
his propofal to wait on tier father next day. 
Squeeze was quite a man after Bragwell's own 
heari> 2 genius at getting moncv^ ^ ^^\^ ^^^\^^ 
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fellow at fpending it. He told his wife that this 
was the very fort of a man for his daughter, for 
he got money like a Jew and fpent it like a 
Prince ; but whether it was fairly got, or wife* 
ly, fpent he was too much a man of the world to 
enquire. Mrs. Bragwell was not fo run away 
with by appearances, but flie defired her hut 
hand to be careful and quite fure that it was the 
right Mr. Squeeze, and no impoftor. But be- 
ing affured that Betfey would certainly keep her 
carriage, (he never gave herfelf one thought 
with what fort of a man (he was to ride in it. To 
have one of her daughters driv£ in her coach) 
filled up all her ideas of human happinefs. The 
marriage was celebrated with great fplendor, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Squee/^e fet out for London, 
where they had a houfe. 

Mr. Bragwell now tried to forget that he had 
any other daughter, and if fome thoughts of the 
refolutions he had made of entering on a more 
religious courfe would fometimes force tbem- 
felves upon him, they were put off, like the re- 
pentance of Felix, /(? a more convenient feajon^ 
and finding he was likely to have a grand child, 
he became more worldly and ambitious than 
cverjthinkingthisa juft pretence for adding houfe 
to houfe, and field to field ; and there is no ftra* 
tagem by which men more deceive themfelvcs 
than when they make even unborn children a 
pretence for that rapine, or that hoarding, of 
which their own covetoufnefs is the true motive. 
. WhcntvcT he ventured lo \su\.^ \.o^\%^ wvVc^ 
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ibout the wealth, the gaiety and the grandeur of 
VIr. and Mrs. Squeeze, that faithful friend ho- 
leftly reminded him of the vanity and uncertain* 
:y of worldly greatnefs, and the error he had been 
juilty of in marrying his daughter before he had 
:akentime to enquire into the real charaQerofthe 
man, faying, that he could not help foreboding, 
:hat the happinefs of a match made at a ball 
ifiight have an end. Notwithftanding, Mr, 
Bragwell had paid down a larger fortune than 
vas prudent, for fear Mr. Squeeze (hould fly 
)fF, yet he was furprifed to receive very foon a 
>reffing letter from him, defiringhim to advance 
. conliderable fum, as he had the offer of an 
dvantageous purchafe, which he muft lofe for 
i^ant of money. Bragwell was daggered, and 
cfufed to comply ; but his wife told him he 
nuft not be ftiabby to fuch a gentleman as 
Squire Squeeze, for that Ihe heard on all fides 
ucb accounts of their grandeur, their feafts, their 
arriages, and their liveries, that flie and her 
lufband ought even to deny them felves comforts 
oblige fuch a generous fon, who did all this in 
lonor of their daughter ; befides, if he did not 
end the money foon, they might be obliged to 
ay down their coach, and then fhe fhould never 
)e able to (hew her face again. At length Mr. 
Iragwell lent him the money on his bond : he knew 
Jqueeze's income was large, for he had carefully 
Inquired into this particular, and for the reft he 
00k his word. Mrs. Squeeze alfo got q^reat 
^Ttfcnts from her mother^ by Te^T<ifex\V\\\'^v.^\NRX. 
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how expenfively they were forced to live lo keep 
up their credit, and what honor fhe was con- 
ferring on the family of the Bragwell's by fpend- 
ing their money in fuch grand company. 
Among many other letters (he wrote her the 
following : — 

" To Mrs. Bragwdl. 

" You can'timagine, dear mother, how charm- j 
ingly we Hvc — I lye a-bed almoft all day, and am 
up all night ; but it«is never dark for all that, for j 
we burn fuch numbers of candles all at once, 
that the fun would be of no ufe at all in London. 
— Then I am fo happy ! for we are never quiet 
a moment, Sundays or working-days, nay, I 
fhould not know which was which, on^ly that 
we have moft pleafurc on a Sunday, becaufeit 
is the only day in which people have nothing 
to do but divert thcmfelves. — Then the great 
folks arc all fo kind, and fo good, they have not 
a.bit of pride, for they will come and eat and 
drink, and win my money jull as if I was their 
equals ; and if I have got but a cold, they are fo 
. very unhappy that they fend to know how I do ; 
and though I fuppofe they can't reft till the foot- 
man has told them, yet. they arc fo polite, that if 
I have been dying they fcem to have forgot it 
next time we meet, and not to know but they 
have feen me the day before. Oh ! they are true 
friends ; and forever fmiling, and fo fond of one 
another^ that ihey Vikc lo mc^v ^ti^ ^^^^"^ ^^ 
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2»j another's com^ny by hundreds, and always 
think the more the merrier. 

Your dutiful daughter, 

Betsey Squeeze." 

The ftyle of her letters, however, altered in a 

few months. She owned that though things 

went on gayer and grander then ever, yet fiie 

hardly ever faw her hufband, except her houfe 

Was full of company, and cards, or dancing was 

going on ; that he was often fo bufy he could not 

Tome all night, that he always borrowed the 

money her mother fent her when he was going 

out on this nightly bufinefs ; and that the lalt 

time fhe had alked him for money, he'^curfed, 

and fwore, and bid her apply to the old farmer 

and his rib, who were made of money. This 

letter Mrs. Bragwell concealed from her hufband. 

At length on fome change in public affairs, 
Mr. Squeeze, who had made an overcharge of 
fome thoufand pounds in one article, lo(l his con- 
traft ; he was found to owe a large debt to go- 
vernment, and his accounts mull be made up 
immediately. This was impodible, he had not 
only fpent his large income without making any 
provifion for his family, but had contratled 
heavy debts by gaming and other vices. His 
creditors poured in upon him. }fc wrote to 
Bragwell to borrow* another fum; but without 
hinting at the lofs of his conJraf;. Thcfc repeat- 
ed demands made Bragwel! fo uueafy, that in- 
head of fending him the money, Vve xc^oVn^^ \.^ 
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go himfelf fecretly to London, and judge by 
own eyes how things were going on, as his mi 
ftrangly mifgave him. He. got to Mr. Squee2 
houfe about eleven at night, and knocked geni 
concluding that they muft needs be gone to b 
But what was hisaftonifliment, to find the \ 
was full of men ; he pufhed through in fpite 

• them, though to his great furprife they infill 
on knowing his name. This aflfronted him : 
refufed, faying, lam not afliamedof my nac 
it will pafs for thoufands in any market in 
Weft of England. Is this your London m; 
ners, not to let a man of my credit in with< 
knowing his name indeed ! What was 
amazement to fee every room as full of ca 
tables, and of fine gentlemen and ladies as 
would hold ; all was fo light, and fo gay, and 
feftive, and fo grand, that he reproached him 
for his fufpicions, thought nothing too good 
them, and refolved fecretly to give Sque( 
another five hundred pounds to help to keep 
fo much grandeur and happinefs. At len; 
feeing a footman he knew, he afked him wh 
were his mafter and millrefs for he could i 
pick them out among the company ; or rati 
his ideas were fo con fu fed with the fplenc 
of the fcene, that he did not know whether th 
were there or not. The man faid that his maf 
hadjuftfentfor hislady upftairs, and he believ 
that he was not well. Mr. Bragwell faid 
H'ould go up himfelf aud look for his daughti 

Sis he could not fpeak fo ^ttd^ voV^\\i^\Q\^ 
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ompany. He went up and knocked at 
lamber door, and its not being opened 

iiim pufh it with fome violence. He 

a buftling noife within, and again made a 
ifs attempt to open the door. At this the 
increafed, and Mr. Bragwell was ftruck to 
lart at the found of a piftol from within. 
3W kicked fo violently againftthe door that 
ft open, when the firft fight he faw was his 
Iter falling to the ground in a fit, and Mr. 
*ze dying by a fhot from a piftol which was 
)ing out of his hand. Mr. Bragwell was 
le only perfon whom the found of the piftol 
larmcd. The fervants, the company, all 

it, and all ran up to this fcene of horror. 
z who had the beft of the game took care 
ng up their tricks in their hands, having 
le prudence to leave the very few who 

be trufted, to watch the ftakes, while thofc 
had a prolpett of lofing, profited by the 
iion and threw up their cards. All was 
ly and terror. Some ran for a furgeon, 
s examined the dying man, while fome re- 
d Mrs. Squeeze to -her bed, while poor 
kvell could neither fee nor hear, nor do any 
. One of the company took up a letter 
1 lay open upon the table, addrefl'ed to him, 
read it, hoping it might explain the horrid 
?rv. It was as follows : 
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«^ To Mr. Bragicdl. 

"Sir, 
" Fetch home your daughter, I have ruined 
her, myfelf, and the child, to which fhe every 
hour e«:pe£ls to be a mother. I have loft ipy 
contraQ. My debts are immenfe. You refufc 
me money : I mud die then ; but 1 will die like 
a man of fpirit. They wait to take me to pri. 
fon, I have two executions in my houfe; but 1 
have ten card tables in it. I would die as I havi 
lived. I invited all this company, and hav< 
drank hard fmce dinner to get primed for^i 
dreadful deed. . My wife refufes to write to yo\ 
for another thoufand, and Ihe muft take the con 
fequences. Vanity has been my ruin. It ha 
caufed all my crimes. Whoever is refolved t 
live beyond his income is liable to every fii 
He can never fay to himfelf, thus far flialt the 
go and no farther. Vanity led me to comm 
acls of rapine, that I might live in fplendoi 
vanity makes me commit felf-murder, becaufe 
will not live in poverty. The new philofoph 
fays, that death is an eternal fleep; but the ne 
phiiofophy lies. Do you take heed ; it is to 
late for me. The dreadful gulph yawns to fwa 
low me— I plunge into perdition. There is n 
repentance in the grave; no hope in hell. 

Your's 

Dashall Squeez: 

The dead body vias i<iycvon^^^^wWi\\. ^\^ 



f 
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Well remaining almoft without fpeech, or mo. 
tion, the company began to think of retiring, 
iDuch out of humor at having their party fo difa- 
greeably broken up; they comforted themfelves, 
however, that as it wcrcfo early ^ for it was now 
fcarcely twelve, they could finilh their evening 
at another party or two; fo completely do habits 
ofpleafure^ as it is called, harden the heart, and 
(leel it not only againft virtuous imprefCons, but 
again ft natural feelings. Now it was, that thofe 
who had nightly rioted at the expence of thofe 
wretched people were the firft to abufe them. 
Not an offer of afliftance was made to this 
poor forlorn woman ; not a word of kindnefs, or 
of pity, nothing but cenfure was now heard. 
Why muft thofe upftarts ape people of quality ? 
though as long as thefe upftarts could* feaft 
them, their vulgarity, and their bad charafter 
had never been produced againft them. " As 
long as thou doft well unto thyfelf, men Ihall 
fpeakgood of thee." One gueft who, unluckily, 
had no other houfe to go to, coolly faid, as he 
walked off, — Squeeze might as well have put 
off Ihooting himfclf till the morning. It was 
monftrous provoking that he could not wait au 
hour or two. 

As every thing in the houfe was feized Mi . 
Bragwell prevailed on his miferablc daughter 
weak as fhe was, next morning 10 fct out wit'i 
him for the country. His acquaintance with 
polite life was fhort, but he had fceu a ?jq.a.^ 
deal in a little time. They had a Wons ^w\ -^ 
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fad journey. In about a week, Mrs. Squec: 
lay-in of a dead child, (he herfelf languifhed 
few days and then died ; and the afflitled parcr 
faw the two darling objeQs of their ambitic 
for whofe fakes they had made too much hajl to 
rich^ carried to the land where all things are fc 
gotten. Mrs. Bragwell's grief, like her otl 
paffions, was extravagant ; and poor Bragwe! 
forrow was rendered fo bitter by felfreproat 
that he would quite have funk under it, had 
not thought of his old expedient in diftrefs, tl 
offending for Mr. Worthy to comfort him. 
was Mr. Worthy's 'way, to warn people of th( 
misfortunes which he faw their faults muft nc( 
bring on' them, but not to reproach, or del 
them when the misfortunes came. He \ 
never been near Bragwell, during the fliort, I 
Ilourifhing, reign of the Squeezes ; for he kn 
that profperity made the cars deaf, and the he 
hard to good counfel; but as foon as he he; 
his friend was in trouble he fet out to go to hi 
Bragwell burft into a violent fit of tears when 
law him, and when he could fpcak, faid, T 
trial is more than I can bear. Mr. Wor 
kindly took him by the hand, and when he \ 
a little compofed, faid, I will tell you a fh 
ftory. There was in ancient times a famous n 
who was a Have. His maltor, who was v 
good to him, one day gave him a bitter mcl 
and bade him eat it; he eat it up without < 
word of complaint, Hovj vj^-s^yv. ^joUible^ 1 
the riiarter, for you lo. t^x. ^o nc\^ Yi^\\\jioa% 
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eeablea fruit? The flave replyed, My good 
^f I have received fo many favors from 
county, that it is no wonder if I fhould 
n my life eat one bitter melon from your 
» This generous anfwer fo ftruck the 
r, that the hiftory fays, he gave him his 
/. With fuch fubmiflive fentiments', my 
, fhould man receive his portion of fuffer- 
:om God, from whom he receives fo manv 
gs. You in particular have received much 
It the hand of God, Ihall you not receive 
fo ? 

VIr. Worthy, faid Bragwell, this blow is 
avy for mej I cannot furvive this fliock, 
ot deiire it, I only defirc to die. We 
ry apt to talk mod of dying when we are 
t for it, faid Worthy. This is not the 
ige of that fubmiffion which makes us pre- 
ov death, but of that defpair which makes 
: of humor with life. O, Mr. Bragwell, 
e indeed difap pointed of the grand ends 
made life fo delightful to you ; but till 
leart is humbled, till you are brought to 
>us conviction of fin, till you are brought 
what is the true end of life, you caa 
10 hope in death. You think you have 
Sn^fs on earth, becaufe thofe for whofe 
du too eagerly heaped up* riches are no 
Cut is there not under the canopy of 
1 fome afiliSed being whom you . may 
ieve, fome modeft merit which you ma^ 
forward^ foinc ht\^\th crealvM^ ^ owvcivj 
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fave by your advice, fome perifliing chrif 
you may fuftain by your wealth ? When ; 
have no finsof your own to repent of, no mer 
of God to be thankful for, no miferies of otl 
to relieve, then, and not till then, I-Gonfent 
fliould fink down in dcfpair, and call on d( 
to relieve you. 

Mr. Worthy attended his afflifted friend to 
funeral of his unhappy daughter and her b; 
The folemn fervice, the comnaitting his late 
and beautiful daughter to darknefs, to woi 
and to corruption, the fight of the dead infant, 
whofe fake he had refumed all his fchemes 
vanity and covetoufncfs, when he thought he 
got the better of them, the melancholy con 
tion that all human profperity ends in q 
to ajhes and dujlto dujl^ had brought down 
BragwelTs felf-fufficient and haughty foul 
fomething of that humble frame in which 
Worthy had wifhed to fee it." As foon as i 
returne4 home he was beginning to feize th( 
vorable moment for fixing thefe ferious 
preffions, when they were unfeafonably ir 
rupted by the parifli officer, who came to 
Mr. Bragwell what he was to do with a p 
dying woman who was travelling the coui 
with her child, and was taken in a fit under 
church.yard wall ? At firft they thought fhe 
dead, faid the man, but finding (lie (lilt breatl 
they have carried her into the workhoufe till 
couJd give fomc account of herfelf. Mr. B 
weJ] was impaucal al v\ia Vu\fc\xvv^u^^ 
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IS indeed unfeafonablc, and told the man^he 
IS at that time too much overcome by forrow^ 
attend to bulinefs, but he would give him an 
fwer to-morrow. But my friend, faid Mr* 
''orthy, the poor women may die to night ; 
>ur mind is indeed not in a frame for worldly 
tlinefs, but there is no ibrrow too great to for- 
i bur attending the calls of duty. • An aO: 
chriftian charity will not difturb but improve 
J ferioufnefs of your fpirit, and though you 
nnot dry your own tears, God may, in great 
srcy, permit you to dry thofe of another, 
lis may be one of ihofe occalidns for which I 
Id you life was worth keeping. Do let us fee 
!s woman. Bragwell was not in a ftate either 
confent or rcfufe, and his friend drew him to 
I workhoufc, about the door of which ftood a 
Dwd of people. She is not dead, faid one, fhe 
Dvcs her head. But flie v/ants air, faid they 
, while they all, according to cuftom, pufhed 
clofe upon her that it was impoffible Ihe 
)uld get any. A fine boy of two or three years 
1 flood by her, crying, Mammy is dead, 
immy is ftarved. Mr. Worthy made up to 
I poor woman, holding hi* friend by the Arm : 
order to give her air he untied a large black 
nnet which hid her face, when Mr. Bragwell, 
that moment calling his eyes on her, faw in 
s poor ftranger the face of his own run-away 
ughter, Mrs. I ncle. He groaned but could not 
;ak, and as he was turning away to conceal 

f anguilb^ theliltlc boy fondVy v;^\x^\.\w^^ ^ 
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his hand, lifping out — O ftay, and give mammy 
fome bread. His heart yearne^j towards the child, 
he grafped his little hand in his, while he for* 
^rowfully faid to Mr. Worthy, It is too much, 
fend away the people. It is my dear naughty 
child, viy^ punijhment is greater than I con bear, 
Mr. Worthy defired the people to go and leave 
the ftranger to them; but by this time fhe was 
no ftranger to any of them. Pale and meagre 
as was her face, and poor and fhabby as was her 
drefs, the proud and flaunting Mifs Polly Brag- 
well was eafily known by every one preient. 
They went away, but with the mean revenge of 
little minds, they paid themfelves by abufe, for 
all the airs and infolence they had once endured 
from her. Pride muft have a fall, faid one. I 
remember when Ihe was too good to fpeak to a 
poor body, faid another ; where are her flounces 
and her furbelows now ? It is come home to her 
at laft. Her child looks as if he would be glad 
of the worfl; bit flie formerly denied us. 

In the mean time Mr. firagwell had funk in 
an old wicker chair which ftood behind, and 
groaned out. Lord forgive my hard heart I Lord 
fubdue my proud heart, " create a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right fpirit within me." 
This was perhaps the firft word of genuine pray- 
er he had ever offered up in his whole life. 
Worthy overheard it, and his heart rejoiced, 
but this was not a time for talking, but doing. 
He a/ked Brag(^eU what was to be done with the 
unfonuudLi^ woman* vi\vo wo\i ^^^t(x^v^\^^h^^ 
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but fhe did not fee them, for they were be- 
. She embraced her boy, and faintly faid, 
:hild what fliall we do ? " I will arife and go 
ly father, and fay unto him, father I have 
d againft heaven and before thee." This 
I joyful found to Mr. Worthy, who began 
^e that her heart might be as much chang- 
»r the better as her circumftaiices were al- 
. for the worfe, and he valued the goods of 
ne fo little, and contrition of foul fo much, 
le began to think the change on the whole 
t be a happy one. The boy then fprung 

his mother and ran to Bragwell, faying, 
le good to mammy. Mrs. Incle looking 
i, now perceived her father ; (he fell at his 
faying, O forgive your guilty child, and 
your innocent one from ftarving. Brag- 
Tunk down by her, and prayed God to for- 
both her and himfelf in terms of genuine 
w. To hear words of real penitence and 
-felt prayer from this once high-minded fa- 
md vain daughter, was mufic to Worthy's 
who thought this moment of outward mi« 
vas the only joyful one he had everfpent 
: Bragwell family. He was refolved not to 
fere, but to let the father's own feelings 

out the way in which he was to aft. Brag- 
faid nothing, but flowly led to his own 
;, holding the little boy by the hand, and 
ing to worthy to aflift the feeble fteps of 
laughter, who once more entered her 

'"s doors } but the dread oi fcm^VifcwaRr 
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ther quite overpowered her. Mrs. Bragwc 
heart was not changed, but forrow had weak 
ed her powers of reliftance, and fhe rather 
fered her daughter to come in, than gave hi 
kind reception. She was more aftonifhed t: 
pleafed ; and, even in this trying moment, 
more difgufted with the little boys mean clo< 
than delighted with his rofy face. As foor 
fhe was a little recovered, Mr. Bragwell defi 
his daughter to tell him how fhe happened to 
at that place ju ft at that time. 

In a weak voice fhe began. My tale, Sir 
fhort, but mournful. — Now I am very fc 
that my readers muft wait for this fliort 
mournful tale, till next month. 



PART VII. 

1 LEFT your houfe, my dear father, faid N 
Incle, with a heart full of vain triumph. 1 1 
no doubt but my hufband was a great man Mi 
had put on that difguife to obtain my hai 
Judge then what I felt to find that he wa; 
needy impoftor, who wanted my money but < 
not care for me. This difcovery, though 
mortified, did not humble me. I had neitl 
afFeftion to bear with the man who had deceit 
me, nor religion to improve by the difappoi 
ment. I have found that change of circu 
fiances does not change the heart, till Goc 
pieafed to do it, My m^lowww^^ ovJ^^ \a» 
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3 rebel more againd him. I thought God 
ft ; I accufed my father, I was envious of 
ifter, I hated my hufband ; but never once 
blame myfelf. My hufband picked up a 
:hed fubfiftence by joining himfelf to any 
cheme of idle pleafure that was going on. 
^ould follow a mountebank, carry a dicc- 
or fiddle at a fair. He was always taunting 
ir that gentility on which I fo much valued 
If. If I had married a poor working girl, 
le, fhe could now have got her bread ; but 
:lady without money, is a burthen to her 
nd, and a plague to fociety. Every trial 
\ afFed;ion might have made lighter, we 
led by animoSty; at length my hufband 
etefted in ufmg falfe dice ; he fought with 
cufer, both were feized by a prefs.gang, 
ent to fea. I was now left to the wide 
I, and miferable as I had thought myfelf 
2, 1 foon found there were higher degrees 
fery. J was near my time, without b read 
yfelf, or hope for my child. I fet*out on 
n fearch of the village where I had heard 
afband fay his friends lived. It was a fe- 
rial to my proud heart to floop to thofe 
)eople, but hunger is not delicate, and I 
ear perifhing. My hufband*s parents receiv- 
: kindly, faying, that though they had no- 
but what they earned by their labor, yet 
5 welcome to (hare their hard fare, for they 
d that God who fent mouths would fend 
«Jfa Tiie/ gave me a fmaW loom \vv^€vt 
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cottage, and many neceffaries, which they 
ed themfelves, 

O, my chiro, interrupted Bragwell, i 
word cuts me to the heart. Thefe poor pc 
gladly gave thee, of their little, while thy 
parents left thee to ftarve. 

How fhall I own, continued Mrs. Incle 
all this goodnefs could not (often my heart 
God had not yet touched it. I received all 
kindnefs as a favor done to them. Whei 
P father brought me home any little dainty m 

J he could pick up, and my mother kindly dr 

■ it for me, I would nob condefcend to eat it 

%? them, but devoured it fullenly in my little 

:^/ ret alone, fufFering them to fetch and carry e 

thing I wanted. As my haughty behavioi 
not likely to gain their aft'eftion, it was 
f they did not love me : and as I had no n( 
\ that there were any other motives to gooc 

tions but fondnefs or felf-intereft, I was 
zled to know what could make them fo ki 
me, for of the powerful and conltraining la 
chriftian charity I was quite ignorant. To ( 
the weary hours, I looked about for fome be 
and found, among a few others of the fame 
Doddridge's Rife and Progrefs of Religii 
the Soul. But all thofe books were addrefl't 
Jinners ; now as I knew 1 was not a finn 
threw them away in difguft. Indeed they 
ill fuited to a tafte formed by novels, to m 
reading I chiefly trace my ruin, for, vain 
^yas^ 1 Uiould ueverbaNc\)<itu^vviN\.>j ^IS;^ 
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flep as to run away, had not my heart been 
inted, and my imagination inflamed, by thofe 
srnicious books. 

At length my litde George was bom. This 
ided to the burthen I had brought on this poor 
imily, but it did not diminilh their kindnefs, 
nd we continued to fhare their fcanty fare with- 
ut any upbraiding on their, part, or any grati- 
ide on mine. Even this poor baby did not 
iften my heart ; I wept over him indeed day 
nd night, but they were tears of defpair ; I was 
Iways idle, and walled thofe hours in finfu! 
lurmurs at his fate, which I fliould have em- 
loyed in trying to maintain him. Hardfhip, 
rief, and impatience, at length brought on a 
iver. Death feemed now at hand, and I felt 

gloomy fatisfaftion in the thought of being rid 
if my miferies, to which I fear was added, a 
ullen joy to think that you. Sir, and my mother 
vould be plagued to hear of my death when it 
/ould be too late, and in this your grief, I an- 
icipated.a gloomy fort of revenge. But it 
>leafed my merciful God not to let me thus 
^erifh in my fins. My poor mother-in-law fent 
or a good clergyman, who pointed out to me 
he danger of dying in that hard and unconverted 
late fo forcibly, that I fhuddered to find on what 
L dreadful precipice I Hood. He prayed with 
ne, and for me, foearneflly, that at length God, 
^ho is fometimes pleafed to magnify his owa 
>lory in awakening thofe who axe dea^'vcv \.\^V 
^affcs and fms^ was pleafed, oS. \mUc^^'^^^> 
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to open my blind eyes, and foften my ftony he 
I faw myfelf a finner, and prayed to be deli ve 
from the wrath of God, in comparifon of wh 
the poverty and difgrace I now fuflPered, app( 
ed as nothing. To a foul convinced of fin, 
news of a Redeemer was a joyful found. Infti 
of reproaching Providence, or blaming my 
rents, or abuling my hufband, I now learnl 
condemn myfelf, to adore that God who 1 
not cut me off in my ignorance, to pray for ( 
don for][the paft, and grace for the time to coi 
I now defired to fubmit to penury and hun 
in this world, fo that I might but live in 
fear of God here, and enjoy his favor in 
world to come. I now learnt to compare i 
prefent light fufferings, the confequence 
my own fin, with thofe bitter fufferings of i 
Saviour which he endured for my fake, am 
was afhamed of murmuring. But felf-igi 
ranee, conceit, and vanity, were fo rooted 
me, that my progrefs was very gradual, and 
had the forrow to feel, how much the power 
long bad habits keeps down the growth of n 
gion in the heart, even after it has begun to ta 
root. I was fo ignorant of divine things, tha 
hardly knew words to frame a prayer ; but wl 
I got acquainted with the Pfalms, I there lea: 
how to pour out the fulnefs of my heart wii 
in the Gofpel I rejoiced to fee what great thir 
God had done for my foul. • 

I now took dowu owee moxt. ^xc^m the fh 
jDod drive's Rift and Progrejs^ ^w^^^\ ^ 
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wbatnev eyes did I read it ! I now faw clear- 
ly, that not only the thief, and the drunkard, the 
DQurderer, and the adulterer, are fmhers, for that 

- 1 knew before ; but I found that the unbeliev- 
er, the felfith, the proud, the worldly-minded, 
all, in fliort^ who live without God in the world, 
are finners. I did not now apply the reproofs I 
met with, to my hufband, or my father, or other 
people, as I ufed to do, but brought them home 
to myfelf. In this book I traced, with ftrong 
emotions, and clofe felf application, the (inner 
through^ all his courfe; his firft awakening, his 

; conviftions, repentance, joys, forrows, back- 
fJiding, and recovery, defpondcncy, and delight, 
to a triumphant death bed ; and God was pleaf- 
edtomakc ita chief inftrument in bringing me 
to himfelf. Here it is, continued Mrs. Incle, 
untying her little bundle, and taking out a book, 
accept it, my dear father, and I will pray that 
God may blefs it to you as he has done to me. 

When I was able to come down, I paffed my 
time with thefe good old people, and loon won 
their afFeftion. I was furprized to find they 
had very good fenfe, which I never had thought 
poor people could have; but, indeed, worldly 
perfons do not know how much religion, while 
it mends the heart, enlightens the underftanding 
alfo. I new regretted the evenings I had wafted 
in my folitary garret, when I might have paffed 
them in reading the Bible with thefe good folks. 
This was their refrefhing cordial after a weary 
da/, which Aveetened the ^pams o^\^^xvV;ixA^^' 

T 
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I one day exprefled my furprize that my unfor« 
tunate hufband, the fon of fuch pious parents, 
fhould have turned out fo ill : the poor old man 
faid with tears, I fear we have been guilty of 
the fin of Eli ; our love was of the wrong fort. 
Alas ! like him, we honored our fon more than 
God^ and God has fmitten us for it. We fhewed 
him what was right, but through a falfe indul- 
gence, we did not corred him for what was 
wrong. We were blind to his faults. He.was 
a handfomeboy, with fprightly parts; we took 
too much delight in thefe outward things. He 
foon got above our management, and became 
vain, idle, and evtravagant, and when we fought 
to reftrain him, it was then too late. We hum- 
bled ourfelves before God ; but he was pleafed 
to make our fin become its own punifliment. 
Timothy grew worfe and worfe ; till he was 
forced to abfcond for a mifdemeanor; after 
which we never faw him, but have heard of him 
changing from one idle way of life to another, 
unjiable as water : he has been a footman, a 
foldier, a fhopman, and a ftroUing aftor. With 
deep forrow we trace back his vices to our un- 
governed fondnefs ; that lively and (harp wit, 
by which he has been able to carry on fuch a 
variety of wild fchemes, might, if we, had ufed 
him to reproof in his youth, have enabled him 
to have done great fervice for God and his coun- 
try. But our flattery made him wife in his own 
conceit; and there is more hope of a fool than 
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of him. We indulged our own vanity, and 
have deftroyed his foul. 

Here Mr. Worthy flopped Mrs. Incle, fay^ 
ing, that whenever he heard it lamented that the 
children of pious parents often turned out fo ill, 
he could not help thinking that there muft be 
frequently fomething of this fort of error in the 
bringing them up : he knew, indeed, fome in- 
ftances to the contrary, in which the bcft means 
had failed; but he believed, that from Eli the 
prieft, to Incle the laborer, more than half the 
failures of this fort might be traced to fome mif- 
takc, or vanity, or bad judgment, or Cnful in- 
dulgence in the parents. 

I now looked about, continued Mrs. Incle, 
in order to fee in what way I could affift my 
poor mother, regretting more heartily than (he 
did, that I knew no one thing that was of any 
ufe. I was fo defirous of humbling my felf be- 
fore God and her, that I offered even to try to 
wafh. — You wafh ! exclaimed Bragwell, flart- 
ing up with great emotion. Heaven forbid that 
with'fuch a fortune and education, Mifs Brag- 
well fhould be feen at a wafhing-tub. This vain 
father, who could bear to hear of her diflreffefs 
and her fins, could not bear to hear of her wafh* 
ing. Mr. Worthy flopped him, faying. As to 
her fortune, you know you refufed to give her 
any ; and, as to her education, you fee it had 
not taught her how to do any thing better. I am 
forry you do not fee in this inflance^j tbg. b^^\\vv^ 
ofcbriAian humility. For iny on^yv^^w^ V^^^. 
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a greater value on fuch an aflivfc proof of it, 
than on a whole volume of profeflions. Mr. 
Bragwell did not quite underftand this, and Mrs. 
Incle went on. Whac to do to get a penny i 
knew not. Making of fillagree, or fringe, or 
card-purfes, or cutting out paper, or dancing 
and finging, was of no ufe in our village. The 
fliopkeeper, indeed, would have taken me, if I 
had known any thing of accounts : and the cler- 
gyman could have got me a nurfery-maid's place 
if I could have done good plain-work. I made 
fome awkward attempts to learn to fpin and 
knit, when my mother's wheel or knitting lay 
by, but I fpoilt both through my ignorance. At 
lad I luckily thought upon the fine netting I 
ufed to make for my trimmings, and it ftruck 
me that I might turn this to fome little account. 
I procured fome twine, and worked early and 
late to make nets for fifhermen, and cabbage 
nets. I was fo pleafed that I had at laft found 
an opportunity to (hew my good-will by this 
mean work, that I regretted my little George 
was not big enough to contribute his fhare to 
our fupport by travelling about to fell my neu. 
Cabbage-nets ! exclaimed Bragwell ; there is 
no bearing this. — Cabbage-nets ! my grandfon 
hawk cabbage-nets ! How could you tliink of 
fuch afcandalous thing ? — Sir, faid Mrs. Incle 
mildly, I am now convinced that nothing is fcan- 
daJous which is not wicked. Befides, we were in 
want) and ncceftiy^ ais \;dl as !jiety, would 
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have reconciled me to this mean trade. Mr. 
Bragwell groaned, and bade her go on. 

In the mean time, my little George grew a 
fine boy ; and I adored the goodncfs of God, 
vho in the fweetnefs of maternal love, had given 
me a reward for many fufFerings. Inftead of in- 
dulging a gloomy diitruft about the fate of this 
child, I now refigned him to the will of God. 
Inftead of lamenting becaufe he was not likely 
to be rich, I was refolved to bring him up with 
fuch notions as might make him contented to 
be poor. I thought, if I could fubdue "all va- 
nity and felfifhnefs in him, I ihould make him 
a happier man than if I had thoufands to be- 
ftow on him ; and I trufted, that I fhould be re- 
warded for every painful a6l of prefent felf-de- 
nial, by the future virtue and happinefs of my 
child. Can you believe it, my dear father, my 
days now paft not unhappily ? I worked hard 
all day, and that alone is a fource of happinefs 
beyond what the idle can guefs. After my child 
was adeep at night, I read a chapter in the bible 
to my parents, whofe eyes now began to fail 
them. We then thanked God over our frugal 
Tapper of potatoes, and talked over the holy men 
of old, the faints and the martyrs, who would 
have thought our homely fair a luxury. We 
compared our peace, and liberty and fafety, 
with their bonds, and imprifonment, and tor- 
tures ; and ihould have been afhamed of a 
murmur. We then joined in prayer, in which 
Hay abfent parents and my hulbaud^tx^ tv^n^x 

T z 
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forgotten, and went to reft in charity with the 
whole world, and at peace in our own fouls. 

Oh ! ray forgiving child ! interrupted Mr, 
Bragwell, fobbing, and didft thou really pray for 
ihy unnatural father, and lie down in reft and 
peace ? Then, let me tell thee, thou waft better 
off than thy mother and I were. — But no more 
of this ; go on. 

Whether my father-in-law had worked be- 
yond his ftrcngth, in order to fupport me and 
my child, I know not, but he was taken daiv 
geroufly ill. While he lay in this ftate, we re- 
ceived an account that my hufband was dead in 
the Weft-Indies of the yellow-fever, which has 
carried off fuch numbers of our country-men ; 
we all wept together, and prayed that his awful 
death might quicken us in preparing for our own* 
This fhock, joined to the fatigue of nurfing her 
fick hufband, foon brought my poor mother to 
death's door. I nurfed them both, and felt a 
fatisfaftion in giving them all I had to beftow, 
my attendance, my tears, and my prayers. I, 
who was once lo nice and fo proud, fo difdain- 
ful in the midft of plenty, and fo impatient un- 
der the fmalleft inconvenience, was now ena- 
bled to glorify God by my aflivity and my fub- 
miffion. Though the forrows of my heart were 
enlarged, I caft my burthen on him who cares 
for the weary and heavy laden. After having 
watched by thefe poor people the whole nighty 
I fat down to bieakfaft. on my dry cruft and 
coarfe dilh of lea^ Vixltvov^x ^ \sv\xTttw\x\f;, xasj 
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^reatcft grief was, left I fliould bring away the 
nfeftion to my dear boy. I prayed to ktiovr 
fcvhat it was my duty to do between my dying 
parents, and my helplefs child. To take care 
dF the fick and aged, feemed to be my duty. So 
[ offered up my child to him who is the father 
3f the fatherlefs, and he fpared him to me. 

The chearful piety with which thefe good 
people breathed their laft, proved to me, that 
the temper of mind with which the pious poor 
:ommonly meet death, is the grand compenfa* * 
:ion made them by Providence for all the hard- 
[hips of their inferior condition. If they have 
lad few joys and comforts in life already, and 
lave ftill fewer hopes in ftore, is not all fully 
made up to them by their being enabled to leave 
:his world with ftronger defires of heaven, and 
without thofe bitter regrets after the good things 
^f this life, which add to the dying tortures of 
ihe worldly rich ? To the forlorn and deftitute 
death is not terrible, as it is to him who Jits at 
zafc in his pojftjfions^ and who fears that this 
night his foul (hall be required of him. 

Mr. Bragwell felt this remark more deeply 
than his daughter meant he fhould. He wept 
and bade her proceed. 

I followed my departed parents to the fame 
grave, and wept ove? them, but not as one who 
had no hope. They had neither houfes norlands 
to leave me, but they left me their bible, their 
blefling, and their example, of which I hutuHy 
trAift J ibaJJ ieeJ the benefiu >N\\et\ ^\\ ^^ \\0^^ 
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of this world fhall have an end. Their few ef- 
fefts, qonfifling of fome poor houfehold goods, 
and fome working-tools, hardly fufficed to pay 
their funeral expences. I was foon attacked with 
the fame fever, and faw myfelf, as I thought, 
dying the fecond time; my danger was the fame, 
but my views were changed. I now faw eter- 
nity in a more awful light than I had done be- 
fore, when I wickedly thought death might be 
gloomily called upon as a refuge from every 
cbinmon trouble. Though I had ftill reafon to 
bje'humbled on account of my fin, yet, through 
the grace of God, I faw Death ftripped of his 
fting, and robbed of his terrors Ihrough him^ who 
loved me, and had given himfelffor me ; and in 
the extremity of- pain, my foul rejoiced in God 
my Saviour. 

I recovered, however, and was chiefly fup- 
ported by the kind clergyman's charity. When 
I felt myfelf nouriftied and cheered by a little 
tea or broth, which he daily fent me from his 
own flender provifion, my heart fmote me, to 
think how I had daily fat down at home to a 
plentiful dinner, without any fenfe of thankful- 
nefs for my own abundance, or without enquir- 
ing whether my poor fick neighbours were ftarv- 
ing; and I forrowfully remembered, that what 
ray poor fitter and I ufed to watte through dain- 
tiqefs, would now have comfortably fed myfelf 
a>id child. Believe me, my dear mother, a la- 
bo/ring man who has been brought low by a 
>&p 'er^ might often be tc&o\c3i vo\m ^Q>\W.fi^e 
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Vr'ceks fooner, if on his recovery he was nourifli- 
cd and ftrengthened by a good bit from a far- 
mer's table. Lefs than is often thrown to a fa- 
vorite fpaniel would fuflice, fo that the expencc 
would be almoft nothing to the giver, while to 
the receiver it would bring health, and ftrength, 
and comfort. 

By the time I was tolerably recovered, I was 

forced to leave the houfe. 1 had no human 

profpeft of fubfiftence, I humbly afkcd of 

God to dire£l my fteps, and to give me entire 

obedience to his wilL I then caft my eyes 

mournfully on my child, and though prayer had 

relieved my heart of a load which without it 

Vould have been intolerable ; my tears (lowed 

faft, while I cried out in the bittcrnefs of my 

foul, Hozv many hired fcrvants of my father have 

bread enough and tofpare^ and I perijh zvith hun- 

ger. This text appeared a kind of anfwer to my 

prayer, and gave me courage to make one more 

attempt to foften you in my favor. I refolv- 

ed to fet out direflly to find you, to confefs my 

difobedience, and to beg a fcanty pittance, with 

which I and my child might be meanly fupported 

in fome diftant country, where we ftiouldnot dif* 

grace our more happy relations. We fet out and 

[ravelled- as fad as my weak health and^ poor 

Beorge's little feet and ragged {hoes would per- 

nit, I brought a little bundle of fuch work and 

leceflaries as I had left, by felling which we 

ubGfted on the road. I hope, intcird^i^d li\-2v.^^ 

veil, there were no cabbage- neis *\w w'i — M. 
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leaft faid her mother, I hope you did not fell 
them near home. No ; I had none left, faid 
Mrs, Incle or I fhould have done it. I got ma- 
ny a lift in a waggon for my child and my bun- 
dle, which was a great relief to me. And here 
I»cannot help faying, I wifli drivers would not 
be too hard in their demands, if they help a 
poor fick traveller on a mile or two ; it proves 
a great relief to weary bodies and naked feet ; 
and fuch little cheap charities may be confider- 
edas " the cup of cold water," which, if given 
on right grounds, "fliallnot lofe its reward." 
Here Bragwell fighed, to think that when mount- 
ed on his fine bay mare, or driving his neat 
chaife, it had never once crofl'ed his mind that 
the poor way-worn foot traveller was not equal- 
ly at his eafe, or that (lioes were a neceffary ac 
commodation. Thofe who want nothing are 
apt to forget how many there are who want eve- 
ry thing, — Mrs. Incle went on : I got to this vil- 
lage about feven this evening, and while I fat 
on the church-yard wall to reft and meditate 
how I fliould make my felf known at home, I 
faw a funeral ; I enquired whofe it was, and 
learnt it was my fifter's. This was too much for 
me. I funk down in a fit, and knew nothing 
that happened to me from that moment, till 1 
found myfelf in the workhoufe with my father 
and Mr. Worthy. 

Here Mrs. Incle ftopped. Grief, (haitie, 
pride and remorfe^had c\wke overcome Mr. Brag- 
weli He weptUkeac\i\\d-,^^\^^i\^^^^vQ»^^^^ 
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daughter would pray for him, for that he was not 
in a condition to pray for himfelf, though he 
found nothing elfe could give him any comfort. 
His deep deje6lion brought on a fit of licknefs : 
! faid he, I now begin to feel an expreflion 
' in the facrament whicli I ufed to repeat without 
thinking, it had any meaning, the " remembrance 
of my fins is grievous, the burthen of them 
is intolerable." O, it is awful to think what a 
finner a man may be, and yet retain a decent 
charafter ! How many thoufands are in my 
condition, taking to themfelves all the credit of 
their profperity, inftead of giving God the glory I 
Heaping up riches to their hurt, inftead of deal- 
ing their bread to the hungry. O, let thofe who 
hear of the Bragwell family, never fay that vanity 
is a little Jin. In me it has been the fruitful pa- 
rent of a thoufand fins, felfifhnefs, hardnefs of 
' heart, forgetfulnefs of God. In one of my fons, 
vanity was the caufeof rapine, injuftice, extra- 
vagance, ruin, felf-murder. Both my daugh- 
ters were undone by vanity, though it only wore 
the more harmlefs fliape of drefs, idlenefs, and 
diffipation. The hufband of my daughter Incle 
j it deftroyed, by leading him to live above hxs 
kftation, and to defpife labor. Vanity enfnared 
*the fouls even of his pious parents; for while it 
L led them to wifh to fee their fon in a better con- 
' dition, it led them to allow him fuch indulgence* 
as were unfit for his own. O, you who hear of 
us, humble yourfclves under the mighty hand 
of God; rehil high thoughts-, kl ^n^\^ vvsx'^.^- 
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nation be brought into obedience to the Son of 
GocL If you fet a value on finery, look into 
that grave; behold the mouldering body of my 
Betfey, ,who now fays to *' Corruption, thou 
art my father, and to the worm thou art my 
mother and my fifter.** Look at the bloody and 
brainlefs head of her hu (band. O, Mr. Wor- 
thy^ how does Providence mock at human fore- 
fight ! I have been greedy of gain, that the fon of 
Mr. Squeeze might be a great man; he is dead; 
while the child of Timothy Incle, whom 1 had 
doomed to beggary, will be my heir. Mr, 
Worthy, to you I commit this boy's education ; 
teach him to value his immortal fourmore,and 
the good things of this life lefs, than I have done. 
Bring him up in the fear of God, and in the go- 
vernment of his paflions. Teach him that un- 
belief and pride are at the root of all fin„ I have 
found this to my coft. I irufted in my riches; 
I faid, to-morrow fliall be as this day and more 
abundant. I did not remember that "for all 
thefe things God would bring me to judgment" 
I am not fure that I believed in a judgment 

Bragwell at length grew better, but be never 
recovered his fpirits. The conduQ; of Mrs. In- 
cle through life was that of an humble Chrif- 
tian. She fold all her filler's finery which ter 
father had given her, and gave the money to the . 
poor, faying, it did not become one. who pro- 
feffed penitence, to return to the gaieties of life* 
Mr. Bragwell did not oppofe this ; not that he 
hsid fully acquired a juft. vv^vvoxv ^^xL^Cclf-de- 
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nying fpirit of religion, but having a head not 
very clear at making diftinftions, he was never 
able, after the fight of Squeeze's mangled body, 
to think of gaiety and grandeur, without think- 
ing at the iame time^ of a piftol and bloody 
brains ; for, as his firft introdu6lion into gay life 
had prefented him with all thefe objeQs at one 
view, he never afterwards could feparate them 
in his mind. He even kept his fine beaufet of 
plate always (hut, becaufe it brought to his 
mind the grand unpaid-for fideboard that he had 
feen laid out for Mr. Squeeze's fupper, to the 
remembrance of which he could not help tack- 
ing debts, prifons, executions, and felf-murdcr. 
Mr. Brag well's heart had been fo buried in 
the love of the world, and evil habits were be- 
come fo rooted in him, that the progrefs he made 
in religion was very flow ; yet he eameftly 
prayed and ftruggled againft vanity ; and when 
his unfeeling wife declared flie could not love 
the boy unlefs he was called by their name in- 
ftead of Incle, Mr. Bragwell would never con- 
fent, faying he flood in need of every help 
againft pride. He alfo got the letter which 
Squeeze wrote juft before he fliot himfelf fram- 
ed and glazed ; this he hung up in his chamber, 
and made it a rule to go and read it as often as 
he found his heart difpofed to vanity. 

Z. 
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THE 

PILGRIMS. 

AN ALLEGORY. 

MeTHOUGHT I was once upon a time 
travelling through a certain land which was very 
full of people, but what was rather odd, not one 
of all this multitude was at home ; they were all 
bound to a far diftant country. Though it was 
permitted by the Lord of the land that thefe 
Pilgrims might a ffociate together for their pre- 
fent mutual comfort and convenience ; and each 
was not only allowed, but commanded to do 
the others all the fervices he could upon their 
journey, yet it was decreed, that every indivi- 
dual traveller muft enter the far country fingly. 
There was a great gulf at the end of the journey 
which every one muft pafs alone, and at his own 
lifk, and the friendlhip of the whole united world 
could be of no ufe in Ihooting that gulf. The 
exafl: time when each was to pafs was not known 
to any ; this the Lord always kept a clofe fc- 
cret out of kindnefs, yet ftill they were as fure 
that the time muft come, and that at no very 
great diftance, as if they had been informed of 
the very moment. Now, as they knew jthey 
were always liable to be called away at an hour's 
notice, one would have thought they would have 
been chiefly employed iu packing up, and pre- 
paring, and getung evex^ vYvvw^ m o\^^x. ^<^v 
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they indeed. It was almoft the only thing which 
they did not think about. 

Now I >only appeal to you, my readers, if* 
any of you are fetting out upon a little com- 
mon journey, if it is only to London or York, 
is not all your leifure time employed in fettling 
your bufinefs at home, and packing up every little 
neceffary for your expedition ? And does not 
the fear of neglefting any thing you ought to re- 
member, or may have occafion for, haunt your 
mind; and fometimes even intrude upon you un- 
feafonably ? And when you are aftually on 
your journey, efpecially if you have never been 
to that place before, or are likely to remain 
there, don't you begin to think a little about 
the pleafurcs and the employments of the place, 
and to wi(h to know a little what fort of a city 
London or York is ? Don't you wonder what 
is doing there, and whether you are properly 
qualified for the bufinefs or the company you 
expcd to be engaged in ? Do you never look 
at the map, or confult BrookePs Gazetteer? 
and don't you try to pick up from your fellow- 
paffengers in the (tage coach any litde- informa- 
tion you can get? And though you maybe oblig- 
ed out of civility, to converfc with them. on 
common fubjeSisjyet do not your fccret thoughts 
ftill run upon London or York, its bufinefs, or 
its pleafures ? And above all, if you are likely 
to fefe out early, are you not afraid of over- 
fleeping, and does not that fear keep you upon 
the watch, fo that you are coYcvmc^wVj \i.^ "^^^ 
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' ready before the porter comes to fummon you? 
Reader! if this be your cafe, how furprifed 
will you be to hear that the travellers to the 
far country have not half your prudence, though 
bound on a journey of infinitely more impor* 
tance, to a land where nothing can be fent after 
them, and which when they are once fettled, all 
errors are irretrievable. 

I obferved that thefe pilgrims, inftead of be- 
ing upon the watch, left they (hould be ordered 
oflF. unprepared; inftead of laying up any pro- 
vifion, or even making memorandums of what 
they would be likely to want, fpent moft of their 
time in crowds, either in the way of traffic or 
diverfion. At firft, when I faw them fo much 
engaged in converfing with each other, I thought 
it a good fign, and liftened attentively to their 
talk, not doubting but the chief turn of it would 
be about the climate, or treafures, or fociety 
they fhould probably meet with in the far coun* 
try. I fuppofed they might be alfo difcuffing 
about the beft and fafeft road to it, and that each 
was availing himfelf of the knowledge of his 
neighbor, on a fubjecl of equal importance to 
all, I liftened to every party, but in fcarcely 
any did I hear one word about the land to \yhich 
they were bound, though it was their home, 
the place where their whole intereft, expeQation, 
and inheritance lay; to which alfo great part of 
their friends were gone before, and whither they 
fvere fare all the reft would follow. Inftead 

of this^ their whole u\VLVjas^\>o>3L\.>Jvv^\>>\^\\!iRS&^ 
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or the pleafures, or the fafhions, ortheftrange 
country which they were merely pafling through, 
and in which they .had not one foot of land 
which they were fure of calling their own for 
the next quarter of an hour. What little eftate 
they had was perfonal and not real, and that 
was a mortgaged, life-hold tenement of clay^ 
not properly their own, but only lent to them on a 
(hort uncertain leafe, of which threefcore years 
and ten was confidered as the longeft period, and, 
very few indeed lived in it to the end of the 
term; for this was always at the zvill of the 
Lord^ part of whofe prerogative it was, that 
he could take away the Icafe at pleafure, knock 
down the ftouteft tenant at a fingle blow, and 
turn out the poor (hivering, helplefs tenant na- 
ked to that far country for which he had made . 
no provifion. Sometimes, in order to quicken 
the Pilgrim in his preparation, the Lord would 
break down the tenement by flow degrees, fome- 
times he would let it tumble by its own natural 
decay, for as it was only built to laft a certain 
term, it would fometimes grow fo uncomfort- 
able by increafmg dilapidations even before the 
ordinary leafe was out, that the lodging was 
hardly worth keeping, though the tenant could 
feldom be perfuaded to think fo, but fondly 
clung to it to the laft. Firft the thatch on the top 
of the tenament changed colour, then it fell off 
and left the roof bare ; then the " grinders ceafed 
becaule they were few ;" then the windovr^ be- 
came h darkened that the ov^UQi ^on3\^V:.^\^€v^ , 

U a ■ 
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fee through them ; then one prop fell away, then 
another, then the uprights became bent, and the 
whole fabric trembled and tottered, with every 
other fymptom of a falhng houfe. On fomeoc- 
cafions the Lord ordered his mefl'cngers, of 
which he had a great variety, to batter, injure, 
•deface, and almofl: demolifh the frail building 
even while it feemed new and ftrong ; this was 
what the landlord called giving warning ; but 
many a tenant would not take warning, and was 
fo fond of flaying where he was, even under all 
thefe inconveniences, that at laft he was caft out 
by ejectment, not being prevailed on to leave 
his dwelling in a proper manner, though on« 
would have thought the fear of being turned out 
would have whetted his diligence in preparing 
for " a better and more enduring inheritance," 
For though the people were only tenants at will 
in thefe crazy tenements, yet through the good- 
nefs of the fame Lord, they were affured that 
he never turned them out of thefe habitations 
before he had on his part provided for them a 
better, fo that there was not fuch another land- 
lord in the world; and though their prefent 
dwelling was but frail, being only flightly run 
up to ferve the occafion, yet they might hold 
their future poffeiTion by a moft certain tenure, 
the word of the Lordhimfelf, which was enter- 
ed in a covenant, or title-deed, confiding of 
many (heets, and becaufe a great many good 
things were given avja.^ \tv v\a\s deed, a book was 
jrnade of which everj fo>A xivvi^x. %^v ^ <:ss^^ 
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This indeed had not always been the cafe, be- ' 
caufe, till a few ages back, there had been a fort 
of monopoly in the cafe, and " the wife and 
prudent," that is, the cunning and fraudful, had 
hid thefe things from the " babes and fucklings." 
that is, from the low and ignorant, and many 
frauds had been praQifcd, and the poor had 
been cheated of their right; fo that not being al- 
lowed to read and judge for themfelves, they had 
been fadly impofed upon : but all thefe tricks 
had been put an end to more than two hundred 
years when I paffed through the country, and 
the meaneft man who could read might then 
have a copy, fo that he might fee hiifflelf what 
he had to truft to, and even thofe who could 
not read, might hear it read once or twice every 
week, ' at leaft, without pay, by learned men . 
Jwhofe bufinefs it was. But it furprifed me to 
fee how few -comparatively made ufe of thefe 
Jvaft advantages. Of thofe who had a copy, ma- 
ny laid it carelefsly by, expreffed a general be- 
lief in the truth of the title-deed, ai general {sais^ 
faSion that they (hould come in for a fliare of 
the inheritance, a general good opinion of the 
I^rd whofe word it was, and sl general difpofi- 
tion to take his promife upon truft ; always, 
however intending, at a convenient feafon, to 
enquire farther into the matter, but this conve- 
-tiient feafon feldom came, and this negleQ; of 
theirs was conftrued into a forfeiture of the in- 
heritapce. 
Jit tbc end of this country \a^ \Jcv^n^^ ^^ji^ 
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mentioned before, it was fliadowed over by a 
broad and thick cloud, which prevented the piU 
grims from feeing in a diftinft manner what wai I, 
doing behind it, yet fuch beams of brightnefi 
now and then darted through the cloud as ena: 
bled thofe who ufed a telefcope provided for 
thatpurpofe, to kcthcfubjlance of things hoped 

for ; but it was not every one who could make 
ufe of this telefcope ; \\6 eye indeed was natu- 
rally difpofed to it; but an earned defire of 
getting a glimpfe of the invifible realities, gave 
fuch a ftrength and fteadinefs to the eye, as ena- 
bled it to difcern many things which could not 
be feen 5y thq natural fight. Above the cloud 
was this infcription, " The things which are feea 
are temporal, but the things which are not feen 
are eternal. Of thefelaft many glorious defcrip* 
tions had been given, but as thoCc fplendors 
were at a diftance, and as the pilgrims in general 
did not care to ufe the telefcope, thefe diftant 
glances made little imprefTion. The glorious in- 
heritance which lay beyond the cloud, was called 
The things ahove^ while a multitude of triQng 
objefts, which appeared contemptibly fmall 
when looked at through the telefcope, were called 
The things below. Now as we know it is near- 
nefs v/hich gives fize and bulk to any objeft, it 
was not wonderful that thefe ill judging pilgrims 
were more ftruck with thefe baubles and tri* 
fles, which, by lying clofe at hand, were vifible 
and tempting to the naked eye, and which made 

up the fum of The things bc\oio^ ^^sv\\\\Ja.Oic 
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te glories of The things above : but this was 

Y owing to their not making ufe of the 

ope, through which, if you examined 

ughly The things belom^ they feemed to 

lalmoft down to nothing, while The things 

appeared the more beautiful and vaft, the 

the telefcope was ufed. But the furprif- 

art of the ftory was this, not that the piU 

were captivated at firlt fight with The 

belaw^ for that was natural enough, but 

k^hen they had tried them over and over, 

►und themfelves deceived and difappointed 

loft every one of them, it did not at all 

their fondnefs, and they grafped at them 

with the fame eagernefs as before. There 

bme gay fruits which looked alluring, but 

ing opened, in (lead of a kernel they were 

to contain rottennefs, and thofe vhich 

d the fuUeft, often proved on trial to be 

hollow and empty. Thofe which were 

empting to the eye were often found to be 

wood to the tafte, or poifon to the (lomach, 

any flowers that feemed moft bright and 

id a worm gnawing at the root. 

long the chief aitraftions of The things 

ivere certain little lumps of yellow clay, on 

almoft cvsry eye and every heart was 

When I faw the variety of ufes to which 

lay could be converted, and the refpeft 

was Ihewn to thofe who could fcrape to- 

the greateft number of pieces^ Idvd^oiV 

wonder at the general def\ie \.o ^\0^ >\^ 
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fome of them. But when I beheld the anxic 
the wakefulnefs, the competitions, the contrivi 
ces, the tricks, the frauds, the fcuffling, thepu 
ing, the turmoiling, the kicking, the &oving,i 
cheating, the circumvention, the envy, theinal 
nity, which was excited by a defire to poffefs t 
article; when I faw the general fcramble amc 
thofe who had little to get much, and of thofe w 
had much to get more, then I could not h< 
applying to thefe people a Proverb in ufe^mo 
us, that gold may be bought too dear. Thoug! 
faw that there were various forts of baub 
which engaged the hearts of different travelle 
fuch as an ell of red or blue ribbon, for wh 
fome were content to forfeit their future in 
ritance, committing the fin of Efau without 
temptation of hunger; yet the yellow claj 
fou.^l was the grand objecl for which m 
hands fcrambled and moll fouls were rifk 
One thing was extraordinary, that the nea 
thefe people were to being turned out of th 
tenement, the fonder they grew of thefe pieces 
clay, fo that I naturally concluded they meani 
take the clay with them to the far country; I 
I foon learnt this clay was not current there^ i 
Lord having declared to thefe pilgrims, that 
they had brought nothing into- this worlds tt 
could carry nothing out, 

I enquired of the different people who W( 

raifing the various heaps of clay, fome ol 

larger, fome of a fm^\V^t fize^ why they c 

covered fuchuniem\iutv^aYi^\^v>j ^^\A\q»\nj(W 
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le whofe piles were immenfe, told me they 
: heaping up for their children; this I 
ghtvery right, till on calling my eyes round, 
ferved many of the children of thefe very 
>le had large heaps of their own. Others 
me it was for their grand- children; but on 
jiry, I found thefe were not yet bom, and in 
y cafes there was little chance that they 
• would. The truth, on a clofe examination, 
/ed to be, that the true genuine heapers 
ly heaped for themfelves; that it was in faft 
her for friend or child, but to gratify an in- 
inate appetite of their own. Nor was I much 
srifed after this to fee thefe yellow hoards at 
»th canker^ and the ruji of them become a 
ncfs againjl the hoarders^ and eat their Jlejh 
It werejire. 

Stany, however, who had fet out with a high 
p of their father's railing, before they had got 
t third of their journey had fcarccly a fmgle 
ce left. As I was wondering what had cau(ed 
fe enormous piles to vanifh in fo (hort a time, 
»ied'fcatteredupanddownthe country all forts 
add inventions, for fome or other of which 
vain poifeflbrs of the great heaps of clay 
1 trucked and battered them away in fewer 
Jfs than their anceftors had. fpent. years in gct- 
g them together. O what a ftrange unac- 
jntable medley it was ! and what was ridicu- 
13 enough, I obferved that the greateil quan- 
^ of the clay was always exchanged foY \.\\vc\%^ 
It were of no ufe that I could dilcovciT^ om\\^ 
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I fuppofe to my ignorance of the mannc 
that country. 

In one place I faw large heaps exhaufl 
order to fet two idle pampered horfes a run 
but the worft part of the joke was, the 1 
did not run to fetch or carry any thing 
merely to let the gazers fee which coul< 
fafteft. Now this gift of fwiftnefs, exerci; 
no one ufeful purpofe, was only one out of 
inftances, I obferved, of talents ufed to nc 
In another place I faw whole piles of the 
fpent to maintain long ranges of building 
of dogs, on provifions which would have r 
fattened fome thoufands of pilgrims who 
' V^^ted fattening, and whofe ragged tenei 
were out at elbows, for want of a little 
to repair them. Some of the piles were 
larly pulled down once in feven years in 
to corrupt certain needy pilgrims to 
theiiKTonfciences.*: Others were fpent in pi 
with white ftiflF bits of paper painted ovei 
red and black fpots, in which I thought 
muft be fome conjuring, becaufe the very i 
of thefe painted paReboards made the hea 
from one to another, and back again t< 
fame, in a way that natural caufes coul 
account for. There was another prool 
there muft be fome magic in this bufinefs, ^ 
was that if a pafteboard with red fpots fel 
a hand which wanted a black one, the p 
changed color, h\sc^e?.^a.VV\^d(vre^ and h 
covered other fymiptoTu^ ol xsv^^wRfc.^ 
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fiicwed that tbere ii^s fome witchcraft in the 
cafe. Thefe clean little pafteboards, as harm- 
Icfs as they looked, had the wonderful power 
of pulling down the higheft piles in lefs time 
than all the other caufes put together, I ob- 
ferved that many fmall piles were given in ex- 
change for an enchanted liquon, which when the 
purchafer had drank to a little excefs, he lofl 
all power of managing the reft of his heap 
without lofing the love of it. 

Now I found it was the opinion of fober pil- 
grims, that either hoarding the clay, or trucking 
n for any fuch purpofes as the above, \yas\ 
thought exaflly the fame oiFence in the eyes of \ 
the Lord, and it was expetled that when they 
Ihould come under his more immediate jurif- 
diclion in the far country, the penalty annexed 
to hoarding and fquandering would be nearly 
the fame. While I examined the countenances 
of the owners of the heaps, 1 obferved that thofe 
who I well knew never intended to mate anv 
ule at all of their heap, v^^ere far more terrified 
at the thought of loling it, or of being torn 
from it, than thofe were who^vere employing it 
in the moft ufeful manner. Thofe who be(t 
*knew what to do with it, fet their hearts lead 
upon it, and were always moft willing to leave 
it. But fuch riddles were common in this odd 
country. 

Now I wondered why ihcfe Pilgrims, who 
were naturallv made erecl v/ith an eve formed to 
look up to The things abovc^ ^xl Vx^.^ \^'c^v: ^:^^ 

X 
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almoft conftantly bent in the other dire6lion i 
rivited to the earth, and fattened on things below* J 
juft like thofe animals who walk on all four. I 
was told they had not always been fubjed to 
this weaknefs of fight and pronenefs to earth : 
That they had originally been upright and beau- 
tiful, having been created after the image of the 
Lord, who was himfelf the perfe£\ion of beauty ; 
that he had, at firft placed them in a far fupe- 
rior fituation, which he had given them in per- 
petuity ; but that their firft anceftors, fell from 
it through pride and careleffnefs ; that upon this 
the freehold was taken away, they loft their ori- 
ginal ftrengih, brightnefs, and beauty, and were 
driven out into this ftrange country; where 
however they had every opportunity given them 
of recovering their health, and the Lord's favor 
and likenefs ; for they were become lo disfi- 
gured, and were grown fo unlike him, that you 
v;ould harldly believe they were his own chil- 
dren, though, in fome, the refemblance was be- * 
come again vifible. The Lord, however, was 
lb merciful, that inftead of giving them up to 
the dreadful confequences of their own folly, as 
he might have done without any impeachment 
of his juftice, that he gave them immediate 
comfort and promifed them, that in due time, 
his own Son fhould come down and reftore them 
to the future inheritance which he fhould pur- 
chafe for them. And now it was that in order 
lo kec^ up their fpiiks, after they had loft their 
ciluic \hxo\^^:^^ the foWv ot v\\<i\\ ^\\q.^^o\^^ ^Iss^ 
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he began to give them a part of their former ti- 
lie-deed. He continued to fend them portions 
ri^ofit from time to time by different faithful fer- 
irants, whom, however, thefe ungrateful people 
generally ufed ill, and f6mc of whom they mur- 
dered. But for all this the Lord was lb very 
forgiving, that he at length fent thefe mutineers 
a proclamation of full and free pardon by his 
Son, who, though they ufed him in a more cruel 
manner than they had done any of his fervants, 
yet after having '* finifiied the work his Father 
had given him to do," went back into the far 
country to prepare a place for all them who be- 
lieve in him; and there he ftill lives, begging 
and pleading for thofe unkind people whom he 
ftill loves and forgives, and will rcftore to the 
purchafed inheritance on the ea-fy terms of their 
being heartily forry for what they have done, 
thoroughly defirous of pardon, and convinced 
that, " He is able and willing to fave to the ut- 
ffioft all them that come unto him." 

I faw, indeed, that many old offenders ap- 
peared to be forry for what ihey had done ; that 
is, they did not like to be punidicd for it. They 
were willing enough to be delivered from the 
penalty of their fin, but they did not heartily 
wilh to be delivered from the power of it. Ma- 
ny declared, in the mod public manner, once 
every week, tl-at tlicy were very forry they had 
doneamifs, that ihey had erred ar^d jlrayed like 
lojljhetp; but it was i;o. enough to dec/are 
their forrow ever fo oticn it \\\e^ ga^N^ yvc^ qj^^n^ 
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fign of their penitence. For there was fotitife 
truth in them,, that the Lord required other 
proofs of their fincerity befide their own won^ 
for they often lied with their lips and diflembled 
with their tongue. But thofe who profeffed to 
be penitents were neither allowed to raife heaps 
of clay, by circurfiventing their neighbors, or to 
keep great piles lying by them ufelefs; nor muft 
they barter them for any of thofe idle vanities 
which reduced the heaps on a fudden : for I 
found that among the grand articles of future 
reckoning, the ufe they had made of the heaps 
would be a principal one. 

I was forry to obferve many of the fairer 
part of thefe Pilgrims fpend too much of their 
heaps in adorning and beautifying their tene- 
ments of clay, in painting, white-wafliing, and 
enameling them. All thofe tricks, however, 
did not prefcrve them from decay, and when 
ihcy grew old, they even looked wovfe for all 
this coft and varnifli. Some, however, afted a 
more fenfiblc part, and fpent no more upon 
their mouldering tenements than juft toi keep 
ihcm whole and clean, and in good repair, which 
is what every tenant ought to do ; and I obferv- 
ed that thofe who were moderate in the care of 
their own tenements, were molt attentive to re- 
pair and warm the ragged tenements of others. 
But none did this with much zeal or acceptance, 
but thofe who had acquired a habit of over- 
loohing the things bdow^ and who alfo by the 
con ii an t ufe of the ie\eVc.o^^^W^ ^ov^J^^w w^\«ak 



The Pilgrims. 833 

weak and dim fight fo ftrengthened, as to be 
able to difcem pretty diftinftly the nature of 
the things above. The habit of fixing their eyes 
on thefe glories, made all the (hining trifles which 
compofe the mafs of things beloxo ai lad appear 
m their own diminutive littietiefs. For it was 
in this cafe particularly true, that things are on- 
ly big or little by comparifon ; and there was no 
other way of making the things below appear as 
fmall as they really were, but by comparing 
them by means of the Telefcope with the things 
above. But I obferved that the falfe judgment 
of the Pilgrims ever kept pace with their wrong 
pradices, for thofe who kept their eyes faftened 
on the things belowj were reckoned wife in their 
generation, while the few who looked forward 
to the future glories, were accounted by the 
buftlers, or heapers, to be either fools or mad. 

Well — mod of thefc Pilgrims went on in 
adorning their tenements, adding to their heaps, 
grafping thg things below, as if they would ne- 
ver let them go, (hutting their eyes inftead of 
ufing their Telefcope, and neglecting their title- 
deed, as if it was the parchment of another man*s 
ellate and not their own ; till one after another 
each felt his tenement tumbling about his ears. 
Oh ! then what a bufy, buftling, anxious, terri- 
fying, diftrafting moment was that ! What a deal 
of bufinefs v/as to be done, and what a ftrange 
time was this to do it in! Now to fee the con- 
fufion and difmay, occafioned by having left 

ever/ thing to the Jaft minute, Y'u^ towsa. Oi^'^; 

X a 
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was fent for to make over the yellow heaps to 
another, .which the heaper now found would be 
of no ufe to himfelf in fhooting the gulf; a trans- 
fer which*ought to have been made while the te- 
nement was found. Then there was a confulta- 
tion belwecH two or three mafons at once, per- 
haps to try to patch up the walls, and ftrengthcn 
the props, and flop the^decays of the tumbling 
tenement ; but not till the mafons were forced 
to declare it was pad repairing, (a truth they 
were rather too apt to keep back) did the tenant 
ferioufly think it was time to pack up, prepare, 
and be gone. Then what fending for the wife 
men who profeffed to explain the title-deed I 
And oh, what remorfe, that they had neglefted 
to examine it till their fenfes were too confuted 
for fo .weighty a bufinefs I What reproaches, 
or what exhoratations to others to look better 
after their own affairs ! Even to the wifeft of 
the inhabitants the falling of their tenements was 
a folemn thing ; folemn, but not furprifing ; they 
had long been packing up and preparing; they 
praifed their Lord's goodnefs that they had 
been fuffercd to ftay fo long ; many acknow- 
ledged the mercy of their frequent warnings, 
and confefl'ed that thofe very dilapidations which 
had made the houfe uncomfortable had been a 
bleffing, as ii had fet them on diligent prepara- 
tion far their future inheritance ; had made them 
more earned in examining their title to it, and 
had fet them on fuch a frequent application ta 
//ie Telcfcope^ that The tldugj a^o'ut\a\^<^^'o\- 



The Black Prince. 235 

ed every day to approach nearer and nearer. 
Thefe defired not to be " uncloathed but to be 
cloathed upon, for they knew that if their frail 
Tabernacle was diffolved, they had an houfe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

Z. 



THE 

BLACK PRINCE: 



Being an account of the Life and Death of Ndi^ 
imbanna, an African King's fon^ xcho arriv^ 
ed in England^ in theyear ijgt^ and fet fail 
on his return in June, i793' 



An Africa, the country where the negroes live, 
and from which flavcs are taken, there v/as a 
king who was not a Chriftian, but who was a 
better man (to their fliame be it fpoken) than 
many who call themfelvcs Chriftians. Though 
he could neither read nor write, he had good 
fenfe enough to grieve for the mifery and igno- 
rance of his poor countrymen, and he was de- 
firous of doing them good if he but knew how. 
At length a number of Englifh gentlemen, 
who had-at heart the fame thing, formed them- 
fclves into a company for the purpofe of putting 
a flop to the trade in flaves, and fpread- 
ing in Africa the ble flings of the gofpcL 
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Their plan was to form a fettlement in the ri- 
ver Sierra Leone, where the above mentioned 
king lived, and they accordingly fentoveran 
agent to talk with the king, and to procure his 
confent. 

The good' old king was very glad when he 
heard of their intentions; he eafily faw that fuch 
a fettlement would produce great benefit to his 
country; he therefore became the (launch friend 
of the company; and alfo of the fettlement, 
which was foon after formed, and he continued 
fo to the day of his death. 

The king had thought, before this time, that 
there were none but bad people in England; 
for, to ufe his own words, he had never before 
Jeen any Englijhmen who zvere not had people ; 
but he now found, that though there were ma- 
ny wicked people in England, there were many 
good-people alfo. Being informed that what 
made the people in England good was the chrif- 
tian religion, he refolved to fend thither his fon, 
about 23 years of age, who was put under the 
care of the Sierra Leone Company's agent, and 
by him brought to England, the Company rea- 
dily undertaking the charge of his education, 

Naimbanna (for fo he was called) arrived ia 
England, in a veffel called the Lapwing, in the 
year 1791, and proper pcrfons were chofen to 
indruQ: him in reading, writing, and other parts 
of education; but before we proceed to give 
an account of l\ie \>Tog:cfs he made during his 
il2Ly in this country, Vi ta^^ \>^ ^\^^^\ \.^ \aaka 
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the reader acquainted with his charafter at the 
time of his landing. His perfon was not hand- 
fome, but his manners were extremely pleafmgj 
and his difpofition kind and affe6lionate: at the 
fame time, his feehngs were quick and jealous, 
and he was very violent m his temper, as well 
as proud and difdainful. Though he labored 
under great difadvantagcs from the want of 
early education, yet he fhewed figns of a good 
undcrftanding, and he appeared to be very 
fliarp-fighted in finding out people's real charac- 
ter. 

He had not been long in England before a 
thirll of knowledge was found to be a leading 
feature in his charafter. His teachers have faid 
that he would often urge them to prolong th'; 
time employed in reading, and that he was aU 
ways thankful to any one who wouid aflift him 
; in learning any thing that was ufeful. He was 
' never led into company where the time was 
, wafted in idle talk withc.u being forry, and 
[ when left to himfelf, he would employ not lefs 
\ than eight or ten hours of the day in reading, 
L As it was the main object of tlic gentlemen 
' to whofe care he had been entruited, to give 
him right views of Chriftianity, pains were ta- 
ken to convince him, that the bible was the word 
of God, and he received it as fuch wirh gr^at . 
^^ reverence and fimplicity: '^ When I found,'" 
faid he, " all good men minding the Bible, and 
calling it the word of God, and all b^cd \s\^vw 
difregarding jf, I was then fure v\\2wV v\\^ "Gi^^ 



y^.; alked to read a little in the icriptures, he 2 

exprefied his readinefs by fome emotion o 
He ufed to fay, that he was fure of m< 
with foiDething in the Bible which fuited 
cafe, and (hewed him what was right an( 
was wrong; and that he likewife found 
good examples to encourage him to do 
was right, and bad examples, to deter hinr 
doing what was wrong. In fliort, he wa 
one of thofe who read the Bible, and thi 
tic or nothing about what they read, but h 
fidered it as the rule of his life; and if a 
time his behavior was amifs, and a tc 
\- \ fcripture was mentioned, which proved it 

fo, he would immediately fubmit to its au 
ty. Nor was his regard for the Bible mer 
an outward kind; it plainly atfccled his 
He had tried, when in Africa, (to ufe hi 
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and, not only his pride, but alfo his revengeful 
pirlt had become hateful to him. The progrefs 
K had made in fubduing his paflions, during 
IU8 fliort ftay in this country, confidering the 
natural violence of his temper, was conddera- 
blc. He always expreffed Ibrrow when he had 
been hafty or pafConatc in his condu6i ; as he 
became more acquainted with Chriflian princi- 
pies, he acquired more courtefy and delicacy 
of manners, fome degree of which was indeed 
natural to him, and the fuperftitious belief in 
witchcraft, to which Africans arc fo prone, 
gradually left him. 

- He paid great refpeS to the teachers of Chrif- 
lianity, whom he wifhed much to hivite over to 
bis country; took great delight in the cxcrcife of 
devotion, and would talk on religious fubje6ls 
irith much opennefs and fimplicity, and without 
any mixture of enthufiafm. Love and gratitude 
to God, who had delivered him from the ftatc of 
darknefsin which, in common with millions of 
bis countrymen, he had been till lately plunged, 
ircre ftrongly imprclfed on his mind, and had a 
firong and abiding eli'cd on the whole of his 
€ondu£t. 

V His tendernefs of confcience was very ftrik- 
wg, and it fecmcd to have become his defire, 
^cmall occafions, to know what lino of condu6t 
i»as mod agreeable to the word of God; when 
be could determine that point, he would not 
btfitate about refolving to purfae il. 
^ The reader mil have a beUet nVcns oS. ^^ 
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character of this black Prince from the follow- 
ing ftories of him, the truth .of which is well 
cllablifhed. 

His father had feen fo much drunkennefs 
among the Englifli flave-traders on the coaft of 
Africa, that he concluded drunkennefs was very 
common in England, and in order to prevent 
his fon's falling into that abominable praftice, 
he laid a command on bim, (Rating at the fame 
time the ground of his fears) that when he came 
to England, he fhould not be prevailed upon to 
drink fpirits of any kind, nor to drink more 
than a glafs or two of wine at a meal. 

When young Naimbanna found how ftrong- 
ly obedience to parents is enjoined in the Bible, 
he regarded this command of his father as facred, 
nor was he ever known to violate it. 

Soon after he came to London, he was taken 
to fee St. Paul's, the grandeur of which it was 
thought would aftonifh him ; but to the furprize 
of the gentlemen who went with him, in getting 
to the upper part of the building, terror feemed 
to fwallow up every other feeling; he made the 
utmoft hafte to defcend, nor did he flop till he 
found himfclf fafcly landed in the church-yard, 
when, in a very earned manner, he thanked 
God for having fpared him. When alked the 
reafon of his lirange condutl, he faid, that on 
looking down from the top of St; Paul's, he 
r/as fo ftruck with the nearnefs of death and \ 
judgment, that he \oft. ii'^Vvi of every other ob- j 
jet^; that he never k\\. \idox^\^D^ '«vNi'<&vV^l 
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deferved panifliment at die hands of God, and 
xhat he only thought of efcaping, left fuch a fig- 
fidX punifhraent as tliat of falling from the top of 
iSt. Paul's (hould overtake him. 

He was .pre fen t once in the Houfe of Com- 
juons during a debate on the flave trade. He 
there beard a gentlemany who fpoke in favor of 
the trade, fay fome things very degrading to the 
/charaQer of his countrymen. He was fo enra- 
ged at this, that on coming out of the houfe, 
.he cried out with great vehemence, " I will 
kill that fellow wherever I meet him, for he has 
told lies of my country ;'* he was put in mind 
rof the Chriftian duty of forgiving his enemies ; 
.on which. he anfwered nearly in the following 
words : — " If a man fhould rob me of my mo- 
ney, I can forgive him ; if a man Ihould (hoot 
at me, I can forgive him ; ifa man fhould fell 
me and all my family to a flave fhip, fo that we 
fhould pafs all the refl of ourMives in flavery in 
the Weft Indies, I can forgive him ; bur, (added 
,he with much emotion) ifa man takes away the 
iCharafter of the people of my country, I never 
.can forgive him." Being alked why he would 
not extend his forgivenefs to one who took away 
the charaQer of the people of his country, he 
anfwered, — " Ifa man fhould try to kill me, or 
Ihould fell my family for flaves, he would do an 
injury to as many as he might kill or fell, but if 
.any one takes away the charaQer of black peo- 
. pie, that man injures black people all over 
the world ; and when he hasi otvc^ \aJw^>cv ^.n!\V^ 

Y 
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their charafter, there is nothing which he may i 
not do to black people ever after. That man, 
for inftance, will beat black men, and fay, ' O, 
it is only a black man, why Qiould I not beat 
him ?' That man will make (laves of black peo- 
ple ; for when he has taken away their charac- 
ter, he will fay, * O they are only black peo- 
ple, why fhould not I make them flaves/ That 
man will take away all the people of Africa, if 
he can catch them, and if you afk him, but why 
do you take away all thefe people, he will fay, 
' O, they are only black people, they are not 
like white people, why fliould I not take them?* 
That is the reafon why I cannot forgive the 
man who takes away the charafter of the peb- 
ple-of my country." 

He was then told that it would be very wick- 

^ed to kill this gentleman, or even not to forgive 
him, feeing the fcriptures faid, " Forgive your 
enemies," — ^^ Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
faith the Lord." This immediately quieted his 
rage, and he became as calm as a lamb, nor was 
ufed afterwards to exprefs the leaft anger 
againft the gentleman who had fo much ofiend- 
ed him. 

At another time, when he faw a man beat his 
horfe about the head, and otherwife ufe it ill, he 
became very angry, and talked of getting a gun 
to fhoot the man, for he was fure he deferved 
it, and alio of carrying a gun always about him 
to {Ijoot fuch bad people. Asfoon, however, 

as a poffage of fcripVUT^ \\V\\Ocv cvitv^OT!Ccv^\^>Cix}\ 
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/iolenee was raentioned to him, his anger ceaf- 
*d, and he became forry for it. 

The delicacy of his mind appears from the 
Following circumftance : while reading a book 
to a lady, which had been recommended to hiiQ 
SLs a good book, he met with a word, fupppfcd-- 
by him to convey an impure idea, iMv^ivlTfch he 
inftantly ftopt, and {hut the book without aflign- 
ing any caufe. The lady foon after quitted the 
room, when his difpleafure, which her pre fence 
had kept him from expreffing, broke forth ; he 
iaftied the book, with a degree of fury which 
jtftoniOied the gendeman yiho was prefent, 
againft the wall of the room, declaring that the 
man who wrote the book, ought to be puniQied 
for deceiving people, and putting bad thoughts 
into their heads ; and as for the book itfelf, that 
he fhould burn it wherever he might happen to 
meet with it. He was foon convinced of the 
impropriety of his warmth, but he continued to 
regard the book, and its author, as highly blame- 
able. 

He was fo concerned for the credit of his 
:ountry, and fo fearful of the confcquence of 
irawing contempt upon it, that, except with par- 
Igular perfons, he was averfe from giving very 
ninute accounts of the (late of Africdn manners, 
irts, cultivation, or fociety. Oii the fame ac- 
:ount, he ftudioufly avoided ftrong marks of 
ironder at any thing he faw in England, left an 
Inferrence fhould be drawn from it to the dv(a.d- 
vantage of Africa. W heu \\e e\vofe^ V^^i*^^«^ 
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to be unreferved in talking about his counti 
he was never known to violate truth in the i 
counts he gave. ^ 

Among the difficulties which his new view 
*Miigs laid upon him, one refpeQed his wiv 
He had two while in Africa, but he clearly fj 
the New Tellament allowed only one ; his c 
ficulty was, to know which of them it was rij 
for him to keep. He thought, at firft, it woi 
be right to keep her whom he had firft marrie 
but then he confidered that (he had borne h 
no child, and that the fecond (who was befi< 
the wife of his afFeClions) had brought him 
fon ; this laft circumftance feemed to have < 
cided the queftion in favor of the fecond ; 
declared himfelf ready, however, to make a 
crifice of his feelings, fliould it appear right 
keep the firft in preference. 

In about a year and a half after his arrival 
England, he could read fluently, (though, 
firft, he knew little of the En^lilh tongue} a 
could write a letter. He had alio made hi; 
felf acquainted with common arichmetic, a 
tl:e firft elements of mathematics, and had, 1 
fides, imbibed much general knowledge. 

While he thus went on improving, the ne 
of his father's death reached England, and a 
led him fudde^nly to Sierra Leone, He 1 
much ktixiety wheh he was on the eve of retui 
ing, from the variety of new duties, which t 
deplorable ftave ot Vv\s comynxx^ fee.u\ed to 1 
lijpon him. He vr»\etY d^feow^^^'^x^KV^Kv^ 
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conduft might not difcredit his new religion ; 
and it appeared to thofe with whom he con- 
verfed, that there was no perfonal facrifice 
which he was not ready to make for the fake of 
Chriftianity. To have the honor of becoming 
himfelf a teacher of it, feemed to be the fummit 
of his wifhes. 

In the month of June, 1793, he embarked 
on board of one of the Sierra Leone Company's 
veffels, called from him, the Naimbanna after 
bavingtaken an effe£tionate leave of his friends 
in England. 

During the paflage, his mind wasaImo(lcon/> 
fiantly employed in pondering over thofe diffi- 
culties which he thought he fliould have to com- 
bat on his return to Africa, and in devifing the 
means of overcoming them. Numberlefs were 
the plans which he formed for the purpofe of 
fpreading the light of the golpel among his rude 
countrymen; though he feemed at the fame 
time to fuffer much uneafmefs, from a fear of 
difappointment^ which became ftronger as he 
approached his native fhores. He had left Eng- 
land in perfecl health, but on reaching a warmer 
climate, he was much affcfted by the heat, and 
caiight a violent cold, which began with. pains 
in his throat and head, and ended in a fever, 
which the continual working pf his mind had 
probably contributed much to produce. He was 
frequently light-headed, and his intervals of 
fenfe were fliort and few, but they afforded to. 
thoFe around him ftriking, ptoo^& ol ^ V>\\s5^^ * 
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truft in the mercies of God through Chrift, and 
of aperfeft refignation to his will. During one 
of thefe intervals, he called to his bed fide a fel- 
low paffenger, and obferving to him, that ht 
beg^ to think he fhould be called hence, be- 
fore he had an opportunity of telling his mother 
and friends what mercies God had fhewn bim^ 
and what obligations he lay under to the Sierra' 
Leone Conspany, he begged of the gentleman 
to write his will, the fubftance of whkh was, 
that his brother fhould take charge of his pro- 
perty, till his Ton, then a child, came of age; 
and, in the mean time, fhould reimburfe the 
Sierra Leone Company for the fums advanced 
by them on his account. 

To this he fubjoined a ftrong requeft that his 
brother fhould^ as far as in him lay, oppofe the 
Have trade, and for the fatisfaQlion of his friends, 
he added, " That nothing may be imputed to 
the Sierra Leone Company by any evil-minded 
men, whofe intereft may oppofe that of the wor- 
thy Company, I here declajre, in the prefencc of 
that God, in whom I place my trufl, that during 
iny (tay in England, I always enjoyed very 
good health, and received the greateft civilizes 
from all thofe under whofe care I was, and at 
my leaving England I was in perfeft health." 

When the vefTcl got to Sierra Leone, he had 
become iflfenfiblc to every thing that paSed 
around him except for very fhort intervals. He* 
was taken afhore lo v\\^ Govenior's houfe ac 
IVccto wn* where \us movVv^ii m^ ^Xao^^x -wA. 



The Stack Prince. stJff 

fitter of bisj and fomc other of his relation*, to- 
whom notice of his dangerous ftate had httw 
fcnt, foon after appeared. The diibratted looks 
of his- mother, and the wildnefs of his fitter's 
grief, on feeing him, affefted every o\\p ; but 
when at length they perceived that he breathed 
no more, their Ihrieks and cries were diftreffing 
beyond meafure. He died about t\>«Ive hours 
after coming on Ihore. 

Thus endied the days of this amiable and en- 
Kghtened African, from whofe labors extenfive 
good might have been expefled. But before 
we proceed to make a few refleQions on his 
ftory, k will be well to notice two memoran- 
dums which were found in his pocket-book after 
his death, and which ferve to confirm what has 
been already faid of the tendernefs of his con- 
fcience, an^ the purity of his manners. 

This firft was written in confequence of his 
falling into fome company where profane and 
obfcene converfation had paffed, and was as 
follows : 

•* I fhall take care of this company, which I 
now fall into, for they fware a good deal, and 
talked all manner of wickednefs and filthy. 
All thcfe things— can \ be able to refift that 
temptation? — No, I cannot, but the Lord will 
deliver me." 

The other was wi itten after he had been fome 
thne at fea, and had made fome unavailing re- 
monftrances to the Captain on ihe ^tc^fexv^^^^% 
of his crew; and in it, he dtducd) ^^x ^^ *^ 
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the crews of other vcffcls fliould be like t 
crew of the Naimbanna, he ihould never thii 
of coming to England, though he had frieo 
there as dear to him as the laft words of 1 
father," 

May we not conclude, from the above ftoi 
that God has given to the mod rude and fava 
people, minds capable of knowing, loving, ai 
ferving him ? And may we not learn hence, 
cherifh fentiments of kindnels and affection t 
wards all men, whatever be their color, or ho' 
ever low they may (land in the fcale of humi 
beings? Thofe, efpecially, who know how 
eftimate the bleOings of religion, and who ha^ 
a regard for the everlafting bappinefs of the 
fellow-creatures, will be encouraged by it, i 
promote, with zeal, every plan which tends i 
introduce Chriftianity among the favage natioi 
of the earth, or to remove the hindrances of i 
introdu£lion. Happy, if through their inftr 
mentality, thofe who now fit in darknefs, ihou! 
be brought, like Naimbanna, to know Gc 
and themfelves, and to rejoice in hope of h 
glory. 

Let us alfo learn from this (lory, that God 
ways are not as our ways. Short-fighted as m 
are, we were ready to conclude, that this youn 
man had been fent by heaven to be a bleffing t 
Africa, and to fpread the Chriftian religio 
among his own countrymen. But God, wh 
fpes and knows 2^ ihltv^s^ determined othcrwifi 
lie law it right to ukc ^^u\W^t«Ll\wci'iwt ^n 
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:omc ; thus difappointing our hopes, but, at 
fame time, teaching us lO' check the difpoi 
)n we are too apt to indulge, of prying into 
fecrets of heaven, and to condud all our 
IS and enquiries, under a fenfe of our own 
:>rance, and in a full dependence on the over- 
ng providence and righteous government of 
d. 

i4ay we not alfo draw a leffon from the con- 
i of the old king on this occafion ? It was 
the wealth, the grandeur, the learnings or 
arts of England which ftruck him as defira- 

but the religion of England, He fent his 
thither, not to make a fortune, not to pro* 
2 an infight into trade, not to form great 
nexions, but to learn the chriftian religion, 
w many parents are there in this country, 
ire it is fo eafy to attain the means of learn* 
the chriftian religion, who takes no pains to 
k'e their children acquainted with it? 
Jut a ftill more inftruftive leffon, and one 
ch applies more generally, may be drawn 
n the conduft of the black Prince, whofe 
y has juft been told. He comes among us 
e and ignor:^nt, with no juft ideas of religion, 

after having been accuftomed for twenty- 
le years to indulge all his paffions without 

reftraint. No fooner, however, is chrif- 
ity placed before him, than he is ftruck with 
truth and beauty, and ei^abraces it with a 
d like fimplicity. As; be. \iews l\\«\feVC vol 
^lafs t)f fcripturc^ he ]^ ^fixwMfcfc 
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of human nature to be true from his own e 
rience. Humbled under a fenfeof his fins 
imperfections, trembling under the appre 
fions of the confequences of them, and fen 
of his inability to help bimfelf, he gladly 
hold of the hope fet before him, he believe: 
promifes of God to the penitent, and relie 
falvation on Chrift alone. Nor were thefe 
views unavailing; on the contrary, they 
duced ftriking effeSs. In confequence of tl 
with the help of God's grace, he imbibes 
fpirit of the Gofpel. His prejudices are c 
come, his temper is regulated, his pafi 
curbed, his very manners are improved b] 
in fliort, he feemed, to ufe the language of f( 
ture, '^to become a new creature." Tell 
reader, haft thou ever/ experienced in th 
this change which Naimbanna underwent? 
member that our Saviour has told us, that 
" cept we be converted, and become as little « 
dren, we (hall in no wife enter the kingdon 
heaven. Has thy heart been turned .to fear 
to love, and to ferve the Lord thy Godi 
does thy confcience witnefs againft thee, 
thou art yet a ftranger to the peage and joy 
well as the obedience of the gofpel ? 

If living in a chriftian land, and called I 

chriftian name, thpu art, neverthelefs, no c 

tian, repent, without delay, I befeech t 

Receive from this time, the gofpel as a 1 

child. Put off thai pnde \4\v\cK ftands in 

Hfi^ of thy xcj^enunce^ ^xi^ o\ ^>j SAntj 
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Be humble and willing to learn like this Prince 
Naimbanna. Read like him, the facred fcrip- 
lures, with reverence and with prayer to God 
for his bleffing. Soon thy days, like his, fhall 
be numbered, and if thou, who art born in a 
ChriQian land, (houldft leave the world without 
having ever truly known the powerful influence 
;;of Chriftianity, the very ftory which thou haft 
^ juft read fhall hereafter rife up in judgment 
\ againft thee. 



PARLEY THE PORTER. 

AN ALLEGORY. 

1 HERE was once a certain gentleman who 
.haci a houfe or caftle, fituated in the midft of a 
great wildernefs, but inclofed in a garden. Now, 
there was a band of robbers in the wildernefs, 
who had a great mind to plunder and deftroy 
^ the caftle, but they had not fucceeded in their 
endeavors, becaufe the matter had given ftrift 
orders to " nmtch without ctajing'' To quicken 
[' their vigilence, he ufcd to tell them that their 
care would foon have an end ; that though the 
nights they had to watch were dark and ftormy, 

iyet they were but few ; the period of refillance 
was fliort, that of reft eternal. 
The robbers, however, attacked the caftle in 
.various ways. They tried at every avenue-, 
watched iottikc advantage of cvevy cocioV^^'^ vci^- 
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ment ; looked for an open door, or a neglefled 
window. But though they often made the bolts 
l^^ake, and the windows rattle, they could never 
greatly hurt the houfe, much lefs get into it. Do 
you know the reafon ? It was, becaufe the fer- 
vants were never off their guard. They heard 
the noifes plain enough, and ufed to be not a 
litde frightened, for they were aware both of the 
ftrength and perfeverencc of the enrtny. But 
what feemed rather odd to fome of thefe fer- 
vants, the gentleman ufed ta tell them, that 
while they continued to be afraid, they would 
be fafe ; and it paffed into a fort of proverb in 
that family, " happy is he that feareth always." 
Some of the fervants, however, thought this a 
contradi6lion. 

One day, when the matter was going from 
home, he called his fervants all together, and 
fpoke to them as follows : " I will not repeat 
to you the direflions I have fo often given yoU) 
they are all written down in the book of laws, 
of which every one of you has a copy. Re- 
member, it is a very fliort time that you are to 
remain in this cattle ; you will foon remove to 
my more fettled habitation, to a more durable 
houie, not made with hands. As thofe houfes 
are never expofed to any attack, fo they never 
ftand in need of any repair, for that country is 
never infefted by any fons of violence. Here 
you are fervants ; there you will be princes. But 
mark my words, and you will find the fame 
truth in the book oy ^vx i-nn^^, ^\i^\5w5x ^'ou 
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vill ever attain to that houfe, will depend on the 
manner in which you defend yourfelves in iMs. 
A ftout vigilance for a fliort time will fecure 
you certain happinefs for ever. But every fflng 
depends on your prefent exertions.. Don't 
complain and take advantage of my abfence, 
and call me a hard mafter, and grumble that 
you are placed in the midft of an howling wil- 
dernefs without peace or fccurity. Say not, 
that you are expofed to temptations without any 
power to refift them. You have fome difficul- 
ties, it is true, but you have many helps and 
many comforts to make this houfe tolerable, 
even before you get to the other. Yours is not 
a hard fervice, and if it were, "the time is 
Ihort." You have arms if you will ufe them, 
and doors if you will bar them, and ftrength if 
you will ufe it. I would defy all the attacks of 
the robbers without, If I could depend on the 
fidelity of the people within. If the thieves 
ever get in and deftroy the houfe, it muft be by 
the connivance of one of the family. For it 
is a Jlanding law of this cajlle^ that mere out<- 
ward attack can never dejlroy it^ if there be no 
traitor within. You will ftand or fall as you 
obferve this rule. If you are finally happy, it 
will be by my grace and favor; if you are 
ruined, it will be you own fault." 

When the gentleman had done fpeaking, 
every fervant repeated his alfurance of attach- 
ment and firm allegiance to his matter. But 

among them all, not one Viai^foN^tv^xssKc^.'^sv^ 

Z 



254 Parley the Porter. 

loud in his profefBons as old Parley the Porter* 
Plhey, indeed, it was well known, was always 
tal^ng, which e^pofed him to no fmall danger; 
for^as he was the foremoft to promife, fo he 
was the flackeft to perform. And, to fpeak 
the truth, though he was a civil fpoken fellow, 
his maQer was more afraid of him, with all his 
profeffions, il^an he was of the reft who pro- 
i'effed lefs. He knew that Parley was vain, 
credulous, and felf fufficient; and he always 
Cipprehcnded more danger from Parley's imper- 
t linencc, curiofity, and love of. novelty, than 
even from the ftronger vices of fome of hi* 
other Icrvants. The reft, indeed, feldom got 
into any fcrape of which Parley was not the 
caafe in fome fhapc or other. 

I am forry to be obliged to confefs, that 
though Parley. was allowed every refrefhment, 
and ail the needful reft which the nature of his 
J)lace permitted, yet he thought it very hard to 
be forced to be fo conftantly on duty. "No- 
thing but watching," faid Parley; '^ I have, to 
be fure, many pleafures, and meat fufficient, 
and plenty of chat in virture of my office; and 
I pick up a good deal of news of the comers 
and goers by day, but it is hard that at night I 
niuft watch as narrowly as a houfe dog, and yet 
let in no company without orders, only becaufe 
there is faid to be a few ftraggling robbers here 
ill the wildernefs, with whom my matter does 
not cure to let ns be aLCo^uaiuted. He pretends 
io wake us vigilent ibxou^ ^^^.x o^ ^Jcv^ \Ocfci^\^ v 
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but I fufpefl it is only to make us mope alo^. 
A merry companion, and a mug of beer, would 
make the night pafs cheerily." Parley, how^N^) 
kept all thefe thoughts to himfelf, or uttered 
them only when no one heard, for talk he mud. 
He began to liften to the nightly whiftling, of 
the robbers under the windows with rather lefs 
alarm than formerly, and was fometimes fo tir- 
ed of watching, that he thought it was even beU 
ter to run the rifk of being robbed once, than to 
live always in fear of robbers. 

There were certain bounds in which the gen- 
tleman allowed his* fervants to walk and divert 
riiemfelves at all proper feafons. A pleafant 
garden furrounded thecaftle, and a thick hedge 
feparatcd this garden from the .wildernefs which 
was infefted by^the robbers, in which they were 
permitted to amufe themfelves. The matter 
advifed them always to keep within thefe bounds, r 
" While you obferve this rule," faid he, " you /| 
will be fafe and well ; and you will confult;* 
your own fafet)^, as well as (hew your love to 
me, by not venturing even to the extremity of 
your bounds ; he who goes as far as he dares, 
always fhews a wiHi to go farther than he ought, 
and commonly does fo." 

It was remarkable, that the nearer thefe fer- 
vants kept to the caftle, and the farther from 
the hedge^ the more ugly the wildernefs, appear- 
ed. And the nearer they approached the for- 
bidden bounds, their own home a^^<^^i^4\sN53^^ 
^ully and (he wilderuefe more dt\\^vlvi\, KsA 
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\\ii^ the mafter knew when he gave his orders • 
for he never either did or faid any thing without 
a ^od reafon. And when his fervants forae- 
limes defired an explanation of the reafon, he 
ufed to tell them they would underftand it when 
they csimcio the other houfe : for it was one of 
the pleasures of that houle, that it w^ould explain 
all the myfteries of this, and any little obfcuri- 
ties in the mailer's conduft would be then made 
quite plain. 

Parley was the firft who promifed to keep 
clear oi iht hedge^ and yet was often feen look- 
ing as near it as he durft. One day he ventur* 
ed clofe up to the hedge, put two or three ftones 
one on another, and tried to peep over. He faw 
one of the robbers ftrolling as near as could be 
on the forbidden iide. This man's name was 
Mr. Flatterwell, a fmooth, civil man, *^ whofe 
words were fofter than butter, having war in his 
heart." He made feveral low bows to Parley. 

Now Parley knew fo little of the world, that 
he aftually concluded all robbers muft have an 
ugly look, which ftiould frighten you at once, 
and coarfe brutal manners, which would, at 
firft fight, fliew they were enemies. He thought, 
like a poor ignorant fellow as he was, that this 
mild fpecious perfon could never be one of the 
band. Flatterwell accofted Parley with the ut- 
moft civility, which put him quite ofFhis guard, 
for Parley had no notion that he could be an 
enemy who was (o fok ^wd c\n\\. For an open 
foe he would have b^etv ^\e^^x^^. ^^^^n^^ 
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however, after a little difcourfe, drew this con- 
clufion, that either Mr. Flatterwell could not be 
one of the gang, or that if he was, the robbers 
themfelves could not be fuch monfters as4iis 
mafter had defcribed, and therefore it was a fol- 
ly to be afraid of them. 

. Flatterwell began, like a true adept in his art, 
by lulling all Parley's fufpicions afleep, and in- 
ftead of openly abufinghis mafter, which would 
have opened Parley's eyes at once, he pretend- 
ed rather to commend him in a general way, 
as a perfon who meant well himfelf, but was too 
apt to fufpeft others. To this Parley affented. 
The other then ventured to hint by degrees, 
that though the gentleman might be a good maf- 
ter in the main, yet he muft fay he was a little 
ftrift, and a little ftingy, and not a little cenfo- 
rious. That he was blamed by the gentlemen 
in the wildernefs for fhutting his houfe againfl 
good company, and his fervants were laughed 
at by people of fpirit, for lUbmitting to the 
gloomy life of the caftle, and the infipid plea- 
lures of the garden, in Read of ranging in the 
wildernefs at large. 

" It is true enough," faid Parley, who was 
generally of the opinion of the perfon he was 
talking with. " My mafter is rather harfh and 
clofe. But to own the truth, all the barring, 
and locking, and bolting, is to keep out a fet of 
gentleman, who, he affures us, sltc robbcrsj- and 
who are waiting for an opportunity to deftroy 

vs, 1 hope no offence, S\r^\)uv\>N nqk«l\\j^w\ 

Z a 
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« 

I fufpeft you, Sir, are one of the gang he is fo 
much afraid of." 

Fatterivell. Afraid of rac ? Impoffible, dear 
Mt. Parley. You fee I do not look like an 
enemy. I am unarmed, what harm can a plain 
man like me do ? 

Parley. Why, that is true enough. Yet my 
mailer fays, that if we were once to let you into 
the houfe, we Ihould be ruined foul and body. 

Flattenvell. I am forry, Mr. Parley, to hear 
fcj^f^iible a man as you are fo deceived. This 
is mere prejudice. He knows we are cheer- 
ful entertaining people, foes to gloom and fu« 
perftition, and therefore he is fo morofe he will 
not let you get acquainted with us. 

Parley. Well, he fays you are a band of 
thieves, gamblers, murderers, drunkards, and 
atheifts. 

Flatterwell. Don't believe him, the worft we 
fhould do, perhaps, is, we might drink a friend- 
ly glafs with you^ to your matter's health, or 
play an innocent game of cards juft to keep 
you awake, or fmg a cheerful fong with the 
maids : now is there any harm in all this ? 

Parley. Not thelealt in the world. And I 
begin to think there is not a word of truth in all 
my mafter fays. 

Flatterwell. The more you know us, the 

more you will like us. But I wifh there was 

not this ugly hedge between us; I have a. great 

deal to fay, and I am afraid of being overheard. 

Parity was now juft. gp\T\^ vo ^vNt. ^ S.^'mi^ 
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over the hedge, but checked himfclf, faying, *' I 
dare not come on your fide, there are people 
about, and every thing is carried to my mafter. 
Flatterwell faw by this, that his new friend was 
kept on his own fide of the hedge by fear rather 
than by principle, and from that moment he 
made lure of him. " Dear Mr. Parley," faid 
he, " if you will allow me the honor of a little 
converfation with you, I will call under the 
window of your lodge this evening. I h^ye 
fomething to tell you greatly to your advantage. 
I admire you exceedingly, I long for your 
friendfhip ; our whole brotherhood is ambi. 
tious of being known to fo amiable a perfon." 
— « O dear," laid Parley, " I fhall be afraid of 
talking to you at night. It is fo againft my maf- 
ter's orders. But did you fay you had fome- 
thing to tell me to my advantage ?" 

FlaUerxcell. Yes, I can point out to you how 
you may by a richer, a merrier, and a happier 
man. If you will admit me to-night under the 
Jwindow, I will convince you that 'tis prejudice 
and not wifdom which makes your mafter bar 
his door againft us ; I will convince you that 
the mifchief of a robber^ as your mafter fcurri- 
loufly calls us, is only in the name, that we are 
your true friends and only mean to promote 
your ihappinefs. 

** Don't fay rtr,'\ faid Parley, *' pray come 
alone, I would not fee the reft of the* gang for 
the world, but I think there can be v\o <gc^'^\.VAx\sv. 
in talking to you through the Ws \^ ^ow <;:^xQkR. 
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alone, but I am determined not to let 
Yet I can't fay but I wifh to know what 
tell me fo much to my advantage ; iudt 
is for my good, I ought to know it." 

Flatterwell^ [Going out^ turns back 
Mr. Parley, there is one thiiig ' had fc 
cannot get over the hedge at night witho 
ance. You know there is a fecret in th 
of that hedge ; you in the houfe may \ 
to us in the wildemefs of your own ace 
we cannot get to your fide by our own i 
You muft look about to fee where the 
thinneft, and then fet to work to clear av 
and there a little bough for me, it won't 
fed, and if there is but the fmalleft ho] 
on your fide, thofe on ours can get tl 
otherwife we do but labor in vain. 
Parley made fome objeQion throi 
fear of being fecn, Flatterwell replied, i 
fmalleft hole from within would b 
cient, for he could then work his ov 
^ Well," faid Parley, '' I will confide 
To be fure I fhall even then be equallj 
the caftle, as I fhall have all the bolts, b 
locks between us, fo it will make but 1 
ference." 

*' Certainly not," faid Flatterwell, wl 
it would make all the difference in the 
So they parted with mutual proteflation 
gard. Parley went fiome charmed with 
friend* His eyes were now clearly op 
to his matter's prejudices againfl the robk 
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he was convinced there was more in the name 
than . in the thing. " But," faid he, " though 
Mr. Flatterwell is certainly an agreeable com- 
panion, he may not be fo fafe an inmate. 
Thete can, however, be no harm in talking at 
a diftance, and Z. certainly won't let him in." 

Parley, in the courfe of the day, did not for- 
get his promile to thin the hedge of feparation a 
little. At firft he only tore oflF a handful of 
leaves, then a little fprig,^then he broke away a 
bough or two. It was obfervable, the larger 
the breach became, the worfe he began to think 
of his matter, and the better of himfelf. Every 
peep he took through the broken hedge increas- 
ed his defire to get out into the wildernefs, and 
made the thoughts of the caftle more irkfome to 
him. 

He was continually repeating to himfelf, " I 
wonder what Mr. Flatterwell can have to fay fo 
much to my advantage. I fee he does not wifh 
to hurt my mafter, he only wifhes to ferve me." 
As the hour of meeting, however, drew near, 
the mafter's orders now and then came acrofs 
Parley's thoughts. So to divert them, he took 
THE BOOK. He happened to open it at thefe 
words, " My fon, if linners entice thee, con- 
fent thou not." For a moment his heart failed 
him. " If this admonition fhould be fent on 
purpofe?" faid he, " but no, 'tis a bugbear. 
My mafter told me that if I went to the bounds, 
I fhould get over the hedge. Now, I went to 
the utraioft limits, and did not get over." Here 
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confcience puts in, " Yes, but it was bccaufc 
you were watched." — " I am fure," continued 
Parley, ** one may always ftop where one will, 
and this is only a trick of my matter's to fpoil 
fport; fo I will even hear what Mr. Flatterwell 
has to fay fo much to my advantage. I am not 
oBliged to follow his counfels, but there can be I 
no harm in hearing them." 

Flatterwell prevailed on the reft of the rob- 
bers to make no publec attack on the caftie that 
night. 

" My brethren," (aid he, " you now and then 
fail in your fchemes, becaufe you are for vio- 
lent beginnings, while my foothing, infinuating 
meafures hardly ever mifs. You come binder- 
ing, and roaring, and frighten people, and fet 
them on their guard. You infpire them with 
terror o(you^ while my whole fcheme is to make 
them think well of themfelveSj and ill of their 
mafter. If I once get them to entertain hard 
thoughts of him, and high thoughts of them- 
felves, my bufinefs is done, and they fall plump ■ 
into my fnares. So let this delicate affair alone 
to me. Parley is a foftly fellow; he muftnot 
be frightened, but cajoled. He is the very 
fort of man to fucceed with, and worth a hun- 
dred of your fturdy fenfible fellows. With 
them we want ftrong arguments, and ftrong 
temptations; but with fuch fellows as Parley,, 
in whom vanity and fenfuality are the leadmg 
qualities (as let me leW ^ow^ UvVvc cafe with far 
ibe greater part,) ftaWex^^ «^^ ^^ ^xwsi&^'dS. 
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pleafure, will do more than your whole 
-ay. If you will let me manage, I will 
all into the caftle before midnight." 
;ht the caftle was barricadoed as ufual, 
)ne had obferved the hole which Par- 
made in the hedge. This overfight 
t night from the fervants neglefting one 
nafter's ftanding orders,— to make a 
xamination of the ftate of the caftle. 
efl: did not proceed fo much from the 
[fobedience, as from having pafled the 
in floth and diverfion, which often 
to nearly the fame. 

1 was very cheerRil within^ fo all was 

et without. And before they v/ent to 

le of the fervants obferved to the reft, 

hey heard no robbers that night, they 

they might foon begin to remit fome- 

their diligence in bolting and barring* 

this fattening and locking was very 

)me, and they hoped the danger was 

ty well over. It was rather remarkable 

never made thefe fort of obfervations, 

an evening of fome excefs, and when 

neglefted their private buftnefs with 

ifter. All, however, except Parley, 

ietly to bed, and feemed to feel uncom- 

jrity. 

f crept down to his lodge. He had half 
go to bed too : yet he was not willing 
)ointMr. Flatterwell^ fo e\v\V ^ ^\c\^- 
"o be fure, he 7|tg/U Vva\e\wA ^^^\*g^"^^ 
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yet what right had he to fufpeft any body who 
made fuch profeffions, and who was I'o very 
civil. Befides, " it is fomething for my advan- 
tage," added Parley. '^ I will not open the 
door, that is certain; but as he is to come alone, 
he can do me no harm through the bars of the 
windows; and he will think I am a coward.if I 
don't keep my word; no, I will let him fee that 
I am not afraid of my own flrength; I will (hew 
him I can go what length I pleafe, and ftop fliort 
xdien I pleafe." Had. Flatterwell heard this 
boaftful I'peech, he would have been quite furc 
of his man. 

About eleven Parley heard the fignal agreed 
upon. It was fo gentle as to caufe little alarraJ 
So much the worfe. Flatterwell never frighM 
ened any one, and therefore feldom failed 
any one.. Parley Hole fofdy down, plant 
ed himfelf at his litde window, opened th 
cafement, and fpied his new friend. It was pi 
ftar- light. • Parley was a little frightened, for 
thought he perceived one or two perfons behii 
Flatterwell; but the other affured him that 
was only his own fliadow, which his fears ha( 
magnilied into a company. " Though I affurt 
you," faid he, " I have not a friend but wl 
is as harmlefs as myfelf." 

They now entered into earned difcourfe, 
which Flatterwell fliewed himfelf a deeppoliti 
cian. He fldlfully mixed up, in his converf 
tion, a proper \ixo^o\v\oiv of ^raife on 
jpleafuresof ihc mX^^^vv^^S ^^ ^oto^\\br:^^ 
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Parley, of ridicule on his mafter, and of abu- 
live fncers on the book in which the matter's 
laws were written. Againtt this latt he had al- 
ways a particular fpite, for he coniidercd it as 
the grand inftrument by which the matter main- 
tained his fervants in allegiance, and when they* 
could once be brought to fncer at the book, 
there was an end of fubmiflion to the matter. 
Parley had not penetration enough to fee his 
drift. "As TO the book, Mr. Flatterwell," 
faid he, " I do not know whether it be true or 
falfe, I rather negleft than difl)elieve it. I am 
forced, indeed, to hear it read once a week, but 
I never look into it myfelf if I can help it."— 
*' Excellent," faid Flatterwell to himfelf, " that 
is juft the fame thing. This is fafe ground for 
me; for whether a man does not believe in the 
BOOK^ or does not attend to it, it comes pretty 
much to the fame, and I generally get him at 
latt." 

*' Why cannot we be a little nearer, Mr. Par- 
ley ?" faid Flatterwell ; " I am afraid of being 
overheard by fome of your matter's I'pies ; the 
window from which you fpeak is fo high ; I wifii 
you would come down to the door." — " Well,*' 
faid Parley, " I fee no great harm in that. There 
is a little wicket in the door through which wc "^ 
can converfe with more eafe and equal fafety. 
The fame fattenings will be Hill between us." 
So down he went, but not without a degree of 
fear and trcmblincr. 

The Iktlc wicket being tvo'W o'$c\\e.^^tys\!XVS5»s.- 

Aa 
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terwcll (landing dofc on the outfide of the door, 
they converfed with great eafe. '^ Mr. Parley," 
faid Flatierwell, " I (hould not have prefled you 
fo much to admit me into the caftle, but out of 
pure dilinterefted regard to your own happinef9« 
I fhall get nothing by it, but I cannot bear to 
think that a perfon ib wife and amiable fliould 
be (hut up in this gloomy duhgeon, under a 
hard mafter, and a flave to the unreaionable ty- 
ranny of his BOOK OF LAWS, If you admit 
me, you need have no more waking, no more 
watching." Here Parley involuntarily flipped 
back the bolt of the door. " To convince you 
of my true love," continued Flatterwell, *' I 
have brought a bottle of the n\oft delicious wine 
that grows in the wildcrnefi!. You fliall cafteit, 
but you muft put a glafs through the wicket to 
receive it, for it is a fingular property in this 
wine, that we of the wildernefs cannot fucceed 
iii conveying it to you of the cattle, w^ithout you 
hold out a vellel to receive it." — " O, here is a 
jjUifji," fnid Parley, holding out a large goblet, 
Avliich he always kept ready to be filled by any 
chance comer. The other immediately poured 
into the capacious goblet, a large draught of 
that delicious intoxicating liquor with which 
*he family of the Fatterwells have for near 6000 
lained the hearts, and deltroyed the fouls 
whicr inhabitants of the caftle, whenever 
cian, been able to prevail on them to hold 
' tion, ^ to receive u, TKv^ t.Ke wife mafter 
pleafuP' well kne\« \^'o\A<i\i^'Cv\^c^'vsi^'lv$i\>R. 
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knew what was in men ; he knew their propehfi- 
ty to receive the delicious poilon of the Flatter* 
wells, and it was for this reafon that he gave them 
THE BOOK of his laws, and planted the hedg^^ 
and invented the bolts, and doubled the locks.. 
As foon as poor Parley had fwallowed the 
fatal draught, it 'a6led like enchantment. He had 
no fcnfe of fear left. He at once loft all 
power of rcliftance. He defpifed his own fafety, 
.forgot his mafter, loft all fight of the houfe in 
the other country, and reached out for another 
draught as eagerly as Flatterwcll held out the 
bottle to adminifter it. " What a fool have I 
been," (aid Parley, " to deny myfelf fo long.". 
*' Will you let me in ?" faid Fatterwell. " Aye, 
that I will," faid the deluded Parley. Though' 
the train was now increafed to near a hundred 
robbers, yet fo intoxicated was Parley, that he 
did not fee one of them, except his new friend. 
Parley eagerly pulled down the bars, drew back 
the bolts, and forced open the locks, thinking 
he could never let in his friend foon enough? 
He, had however, ju(l prefcnce of mind to fay, 
" My dear friend, I hope you are alone." Flat- 
terwell fwore he was — Parley opened the door— 
In rufhed, not Flatterwell only, but the whole 
banditti, who always lurk behind in his train. 
The moment they had got fure pofleflion. 
Flatterwell changed his foft tone, and cried out 
in a voice of thunder, " Down with the caftle i 
kill, burn, and deftroy." 
Rapine^ murder, and coufta^x^x\o\\^ V^ \m\w%> 
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took place. Parley was the very firft ivbotfi 
they attacked. He was overpowered with 
wounds. As he fell, he cried out, *' O my 
iTiafter, I die a vifclim to my unbelief in thee, 
and to my own vanity and imprudence. O that 
the guardians of all other caftles would hear me 
with my dying breath repeat my mafter's ad- 
monition, that zW attacks froin without will not 
dejlroy unlefs there is fome confederate ryithin. 
O that the keeper^" of all other caftles would 
learn, from my ruin, that he who parleys with 
temptation is already undone. That he who 
allows himfelf to go to the very bounds, will 
foon jump over the hedge;, that he who talks 
out of the window with the enemy, will icon 
open the door to him; that he who holds out 
his hand for the cup of finful (latteryf^^iofes all 
power of relifting ; that when he opltos .the 
door to one iin, all the reft fly in upon him, and 
the man perifhes as I now do." Z< 
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man of a country parifh, was fitting in the porch 
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)lard to difcem what flie was, much lefs could 
he giiefs who flie was. She lied direftly towards, 
him, and flung herfelf at his feet almo(t breath* 
lefs, with difficulty flie pronounced the words, 
" O, fir, fave me I for pity's fake hide me in your 
houfe — they will be here in a moment — hide 
me this inftant ! — indeed I am innocent !'* then, 
without waiting for his aniVer, flie jumped up 
and ruflied by him inta the houfe, the good man 
ran after her, and catching her hand led her up 
ftairs into his bed-room, and putting her into a 
clofet within it, told her, no one fliould come 
there to hurt her. Then hearing a noife he look- 
ed out of his window and faw feveral men and 
women running almoft as faft as the young wo- 
man had done before, and his maid Bridget 
(who had feen them fooner from her own- win- 
dow) running to meet them, and to aflc what 
was the matter. He I;ad forgotten to bid her be 
lilent about the young woman, indeed he did 
not Jinow that flie had fccn her ; but the truth 
is, flie was amufing herfclf in a very idle man« 
ner with looking at the road out of her garret 
window, and had feen with great furprile tho 
wild behavior of the poor girl, which raifed her 
curiofity. This Ihe now hoped to iatisfy by 
Hopping the pofl'e that was running by ; initead 
of anfwering her queftions, they afked if flie had 
feen a girl about fcventeen, that was running 
from juilice, pafs that way ? What in a linen 
gown and green petticoat, faid flie, without a 
bonnet^ and her hair and ca^ IVY^yv^*^ '"^ ^^\as8iR.^ 
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the fame," they cried ; " which way did flie go ?'* 
— " Why, what do you want to do with her, 
fays Bridget ; for I (hould be loth to betray the 
poor thing to any harm." — '^ Why you would 
not conceal a thief, would you?" faid they, "She 
is a thief and has robbed her raafter," — " Nay if 
fhe be a thief, Ihe may rob. my mailer too, fays 
Bridget, for fhe has gone up ftairs with him.'* 
Upon this they all turned towards the houfe, 
and were coming in when Mr. Heartwell met 
ihem. He heard the laft words, and was not a 
little diftuibed. at the idea of having the girl 
found in his houfe, for as Ihe knelt at his feet he 
thought he knew her face, and had by degrees 
recoUctled that, tho' much grown fincc he favr 
her, Ihe mult certainly be the daughter of Mat* 
thcw* Wood, an honelt laborer, who had lived 
fome years in his parifh, and died there three or 
four years before. The long illnefs before his 
death had reduced his wife to fuch poverty, tKJu 
Ihc and her child would have perilhed had not 
the good Vicar*s charity helped out the fcanti* 
nefs of theparifli relief. Mr. Heartwell, after 
having buried the poor man, tried to find a place 
for the girl and fome help for her mother, who 
being in years, and herhealih much injured by 
fatigue and grief, in nuriing and lofing her huf- 
hand, was quite unable to work. Hy applying 
to Lady Worthy, whofe f:at was a few miles 
diilani, he had the good fortune to get her into 
one of the alms-houfc& viluch diat ^ood lady had 
built ai:d endowed > bexe \h^ hi'^a ^.ws&^sycva&X^ 
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fupported, and her daughter permitted to be 
with her 'till (he could find a lervice. As by 
thefe means Goody Wood and her daughter 
were placed at a dillance from him, Mr. Heart- 
well had not iince feen them ; but was fatisfied 
that under Lady Worthy's proteQion they 
would be taken care of. 

The people wha were now rufhing into Mr; 
Hcartwell's houfe, flopped on feeing him ; and 
on his alking what they wanted there, one of 
the moft decent looking men ftepped forward, 
and pufiiing the reft a little back, faid, ^^ I ax 
pardon, fir, for our bouldnefs in coming into 
your Worfhip's houfe, but we have got a war- 
rant here for a young perfon that we be tould ran 
in here,'* — " A warrant," faid Mr. Heartwell, 
** why, what is the matter ? What has Ihe done ?" 
— *' Pleafe you worfhip fhe's a thief and has 
robbed her mafter's houfe. We have had fad 
doings at our village — Squire Bank's houfe ha« 
been robbed too by his gardener and dairy maid, 
and they are both gone off. This poor.;girl, I - 
fuppofe, learnt their wicked ways (for flie would 
keep company with them) and the fame night 
that they made oiF, 'tis thought (he had let thenl 
into Farmer Boucher's houfe ; and in the morn- 
ing as Cure as can be, he found his bureau brpke 
open and his money gone." — " But what proof 
is there that this girl was concerned in the rob- 
bery, or that (he let in the robbers ?" " Why, 
(ir, (he had been telling a mort of lies about 
thcnif and that made them 5u[^^ci\v^\ * '^x'oi^icNK^ 
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fcarched her box, and as fare as can be, there 
they found foaled up in a paper, lix filver tea 
fpoons of the farmer's, v.'iih an E and a B upon 
them as his are marked with. She pcrtelled j 
they were none of his'n, but were given by a I 
fiiend to keep for her, but alack a day ! there's 
n9 believing a word that comes out of her ) 
mouth ; fo nobody minded her ; and when we 
ax'd her who this friend was that gave them to I 
her to keep, (he was all as red as fire and 
would not fpeak. So the farmer left us to take 
care of her whillt he went to Juftice Gallway's 
for a warrant. We had fhut her up fafe as we 
thought in a chamber, whillt we eat a bit of din- 
ner and drank a little of neighbour Boucher's 
ale, but when he came back and we went thither 
to take her, lo and behold Ihe was not to be 
found. The window was open, and as it was 
not very high from the ground, we guefs fhe let 
herfclf down from it. We now fet off in pur- 
fuit of her, all but the farmer, who being pretty 
fat and purfy was not for running a race. So he 
gave us the warrant, and a boy telling us ashovir 
Ihe took this way, we ran 'till we faw a woman 
running, about halfa mile before us, but after- 
wards wc loft lifc^ht of her ; and pleafe your 
Worfiiip, your maid telh us as how Ihc made 
into this very houfe."— '• It is true," faid Mr. 
Hwrtwell, "that fhe is in my houfc, and if you 
will confent to let her remain here a day or two, 
/ will be anlwcraWc fo\: l\er a^ycarance when 
caiicd upon. In iV\e uk^y\ va\\c Y V^ ^\Ak^ 
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vor to find out the truth ; for it would be a fad 
thing to ruin I'uch a young creature, by hurrying 
her to prilbn before wc were fure of her guilt. 
Farmer Boucher is an honeft humane man, he 
knows my charafter, and I dare fay will oblige 
me by flopping all further proceeding againft 
Mary Wood, and leaving her in my care 'till \ 
can talk to her and bring her to declare the 
truth." — " That's what (he is not much ufed to, 
I am afraid, fir," faid the man, '^ howfomdever, 
I will tell neighbor Boucher, what your Wor- 
fliip fays, and you'll be pleafed to take care that 
flie does not get out of the window."-—" Bou- 
cher's wife is living, is (he not ? (laid Mr. Heart- 
Well) what does flie fay of the girl ? She muft 
know more of her charafter than her raafter can." 
" Yes, yes ! file be living and looking, and a 
good kind of body (he is, but at prefent flie is 
from home and knows nothing of all this buftle ; 
for file went two days ago to viiit her father a( 
Stoke. She ii expe6tcd home to night, and 
then your Worfl^ip may^have the fpeech of her 
if you like." They then pulled off theirhats and 
civilly turned back to their village, Mr. Heart- 
well immediately went up to his prifoner, whom 
he found funk on the ground in his clofet and 
half dead with terror; for ftie had heard a good 
deal of what had pafled, and feared every mo- 
ment that Mr. Heartwell would give her up to 
be dragged to prifon. She knew fhe had been 
detefted in fome falfehoods, that would make 
ttgainlt her ; and though l\\^ n<^s» WA ^'^v^ ^ 
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the robbery, (he had enough to reproach herfelf jl 
with, to take from her all the comfort and con- 
fidence of innocence ; fhe had therefore nothing 
lefs than the terrors of hanging, or being feilt to 
Botany Bay, before her eyes. 

But we muft go back, and tell by what deceit 
poor Mary was firft brought into trouble. 

When firft Lady Worthy took her up, (he 
got her a place at Mrs. Trueby's a widow lady 
of great piety and worth, who lived in the neigh- 
boring town. She had a little boy about iix 
years old, her two maids were growing old in 
her fervice ; /he took this girl to help them. 
The next day after fhe came, (he bid her own 
maid (hew her how to fwecp and duft the beft 
parlor. The maid, after (hewing her what (he 
was to do, and giving her a great charge not to 
touch the pier glafs which (he herfelf would 
clean, gave her a long broom and left her to 
her (weeping. The little boy who had not feen 
any thing fo young and lively in the houfe, topk 
a great fancy to Mary, who was no lefs fond of 
him ; he (laid in the room to fee her fweep it, 
and (he to amufe him at the fame time, gave 
him an account of the wonders (he had feen per* 
formed in the ftreets the day before, by a ba- 
lance-mafter, who poized a long pole on the 
palm of his hand, and even upon his nofe, witU 
other performances, which, though not very 
wonderful in their kind, appeared fo to her, who^ 
/ wiiivcv feen any thin^ like it. To make lit- 
called upon^ompvehcud vi\:i^\. Ccis. m^^5\\y«j ^\% 
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ing, fhe attempted to poize the long 
I, fetting the fmall end on the palm of her 
but not fucceeding, it fell on one fide, arid 
unately ftruck the pier glafs and broke it^ 
Mary cried out Ihe was undone, andbeg- 
jward, if he had any pity, not to fay fhe did 

Who then ?" faid he, " you will not fay it 
?" " No indeed, faid fhe, " I will not lay 
n any body ; only don't you contradift 
[ fhall fay." By this time Mrs. Trueby, 
eard the fmafli of the glafs, had haflened 

flairs and came into the room, • What 
lid 1 hear crack ?" faid fhe — " O Mary ! 
ecious pier glafs, the befl piece of furni- 
n my houfe, and a prefent from a dear 
who is now no more, quite fpoilt ! I va- 
t above ten times its price ! Is this your 
ardnef-, Mary ?" Poor Mary flood pale 
rembling ; but anfwered, " No indeed, 
n." "Who did it then?" faid fhe, raifing 
oice, " A great bird, madam, (I don't 

whether it was a pigeon) flew in at the 
w. I tried to drive it out, and it daflied 
t the glafs with its bill, and cracked it as 
!ee." Little Edward who was aflonifhed 

invention and aflurance, looked amazed, 
:;ed up his fhouiders, and could fcarce help 
;ng ; his mother obfcrved it, and fo did 
5 who giving him a wink, faid, " Matter 
rd knows it is true, for he faw it as well as 
3 fye, Mary,*' faid the boy — ** that's t.o<5 
— / ivouJd not haveloVdo^ ^o>\^\»iXNff^«v 
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you fay I know it to be true, you make «ac. 
liar as well as yourfelf, and my mamma fays, 
I tell lies God Almighty will not love rae 
" Wicked girl," faid the lady, "would you teac 
my child to lie ? pack up and be gone oQt of in 
houfe; and you Edward, I charge you, tellm 
the truth." Upon this the child related the fa£ 
and added-'^pray mamma forgive her, it was i 
trying to divert me^ that -{he came by the ace 
dent*" "No, my dear," faid his mother, " I car 
not forgive her; fooliih andcarelefs as it wa 
and grieved as I am for my favorite glafs, 
could have forgiven her my lofs ; and thoug 
I fpoke haftily at firft, I fhould foon have cor 
fidered her awkwardnefs and pafled it over ; bi 
a girl that can fo readily invent a lie, and try t 
draw^ott into it, I cannot poffibly fuffer to fta 
a day in my houfe ; if you learn to tell lies, 
would break my heart." The good lady, hov 
ever, fearing the girl might get into mifchief, a: 
ter much kind exhortation, determined herfc! 
to carjry her back to Lady Worthy, affuring he 
that fhe would not have parted with the girl oi 
account of the accident, had it not been forib 
daring falfehood with which fhe attempted ti 
excufe it. Lady Worthy equally fhocked, fen 
for Goody Wood, and told her what had bee! 
her daugher's behavior; adding, that fhe had pu 
it out of her power to ferve her, for Ihe couli 
Jicver again venture to recommend her. Th 
poor woman was c\u'\ie o\^\cvitcvc viith grief, am 
did not dare aitemipi x.o e-^^vsfe "^^ts" \ Saj5^ 
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but took her home in an agony of forrow, wbercf 
the girl had the mortification to fee that (he had 
not only ruined herfelf, but made her mother 
completely miferable. And indeed the poor wo* 
man became fo ill, thatihe began to fear that fhe 
'ihould be the caufe of her death ; this aiFeded 
her very much, and for a time fhe was truly pe- 
nitent, and refolved never again to fpcak falfely ; 
but fo ftrong is cuflom, and fo weak was the 
principle on which fhe aQed, in her mind, that 
when fhe faw her mother recover, fhe foon re- 
turned to her little tricks and falfe excufes. It 
was no wonder fhe did not reform, for fhe had 
no fear of offending God. Nobody took any ^ 
notice of her, and the burden of maintaining her 
fell heavy on her mother, and kept them both 
in extreme poverty. At length, a gentlewoman 
who knew the flory, and was concerned that fo 
young a creature fliould be ruined, was prevail- 
ed upon, as fhe had no children, to fend for her. 
She afked the girl why fhe was difraiffed from 
Mrsm Trueby's, to which fhe replied, " it was 
for breaking a pier glafs.'* '* And was that the 
only reafon of her turning you away fo fuddei^- 
ly ?" the girl looked fuUen, held down her head, 
and faid, " I believe fo." '^ Go," faid the lady,' 
^*you will not do for me. I fee you are not 
cured of your vile fault, and I will not take one 
whofe word I can never depend on." . So home 
went Mary with a heavy heart, and after trying 
to evade her mothers queflions was ^.iV^^ qWCv 
ged to confefs what had pafftd v ^.V^v& t^vi^^^^ 

Bb 
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all the grief of this poor parent, and Mary ya 
again in difgrace, and again promifed to fpeai 
truth for the future, but never begged-of Go( 
for his grace, to enable her fo to do. Mar] 
crew tall and ftrong, and was a well-lookinj 
good humored girl, and lively, though kcp 
down by poverty and difgrace. At laft a far 
mer's wile, who lived about two miles from hei 
mother's, took her as her fervant, and was foi 
fome time well plea fed with her. In the fanje 
village lived a gentleman whofe name wa; 
Banks ; he was gone on a tour, and left his gar 
dener and dairy- maid to take care of the houfe: 
thefe fervants, who made very free with theii 
inafter's property in every way, ufed to call ir 
Mary when flie went by on an errand. The 
gardener gave her fruit, and the dairy maid 
treated her with cream, and fometimes a fylla 
bub. Thcfe calls required excufes from her 
for flaying on her errands. One day that the) 
faw her paffing by, they told her they were go- 
ing in the eveiiifig to the fair, and afked her to 
go with them. She replied, flie was fure flic 
could not get leave to go with them that even- 
ing, for they were going to finifli their greal 
wafti — " pooh ! pooh !" faid they, "you mi// 
go — ^'tis the lall day of the fair, and there is i 
tall woman and a dvvarf^ and I know not wha 
to be feen." Mary's curiofity was ftrongi) 
tempted, ind ftie faid (he would try what fli( 
could do. So ft\e ^exiV vo Vve.T aiiftrefs and tok 
her (lie had a mcff^^e ^vom \sat \£iQ.'^'^\^\^ V 



The Uijlory o/Mnry Wood. 279 

icr know flic was very ill, and begged flie would 
E poflTible, get leave to come to her, Mrs. 
Joucher (her miftrefs) was very good natured, 
nd faid fhe was loth to keep her from her mo- 
her on fuch an occafign, but did not know how 
o fpare her, they were fo very bufy. Mary faid, 
* if fhe would be kind enough to let her go at 
ive o'clock (he would work very hard 'till 
hen," and to this her miftrefs confented. Be- 
bre that hour Mary ran up to her garret, dreft 
lerfelf in a minute, and flew to Mr, Banks's 
ime enough to join her friends, fetting out for 
he fair. When they had been gone about an 
lOur, her mother, who unluckily had Ibme bu- 
inefs that way, called to aflv her daughter how 
lie did; the miftrefs, who herfclf let her in, was 
mazed to fee her, and the poor woman was 
liunderftruck, when flie heard that the girl had 
iretended flie. was ill and had fent for her — and 
reatly alarmed to thiiik where flie could be 
;one. . She went about the village enquiring for 
.er, and at laft met a countfyman flie knew,'who 
aid her flie need not fear any harm, for he was 
uft come from the fair, where he faw her daugh- 
^r with a man and woman at a booth choofing 
ibbons ; this did not comfort the mother, who 
^ent back to implore the clemency of Mrs. 
Joucher towards her imprudent child. Moved 
•y her tears, and confidering the force of curio- 
ity and vanity in a girl of feventeen, fhe at laft 
Tomifed not to turn her away if flie made pro- 
er {ubm'i[!^ons^ but to try W ^\\vJi&V3^^^% 
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As Mary was coming home in the evening | \ 
flie met one who told her what a fearch her mo- 1 
thcr had been making for her ; this threw her f 
into a terror that fpoilt all the pleafure (he had j , 
enjoyed at the fair. She came home half dead 
with fear and fatigue, and threw herfelf at the 
feet of her miftrefs, confe fling her fault, and 
making folemn promiics never to repeat it ; af- 
ter fevere reprimands, her miftrefs at length for- 
.gave her, on condition that Ihe (hould never a- 
gain hold any acquaintance with that gardener 
and dairy-maid, of whom (he told her Ihe had 
heard a bad chc^rafter : Mary wept and promis- 
ed every thing ; and though the cream and the 
fruit were ftrong allurements, added to the civil 
things the gardener ufed to fay to her, yet fo^ 
fome time The forbore her vifits at Mr. Banks**, 
but by degrees, the acquaintance was fecrelly 
renewed, which coft Mary a falfehood every 
time fhe was with thefe people, whofe company 
her miftrefs had fo pofitively forbidden. One 
day Mrs. Boucher went to pay a vifit of two or 
three days at her father's, a few miles off. The \ 
farmer could not go with her, for he was bufy 
felling his grain, and getting his rent ready for 
his landlord ; and had got the money in the 
houfe on the Saturday, which he meant to pay 
away on the Monday. 

On Sunday after church he went out ; charg* \ 
ing Mary to ftay at home and be careful of the f 
honk ; her too friends (rom Mr, Banks's took J 
ike opportunity oE \\ei bdiv?^ ^qjw^^ vo ^ox^^ ^:^^ S^ 
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drink tea with her ; they had got notice of the 
farmer's having fold his grain, and as they in- 
tended to rob their mailer's houfe and go off 
with the fpoil the next night, the gardener 
thought he might as well take the farmer's mo- 
ney with him ; he remembered he had once 
bought fome dung for his garden of him, and 
that he faw him put the money in a bureau, in a 
little parlor. 

While Mary was getting tea, the gardener 
pufhed open the parlor door, and faid, O here 
is a clever little cool room, let us remove the 
things in here. When they had got into that 
room, he faw the bureau, confidered the lock, 
and then looking out at the window, he took 
occafion, unobferved by Mary, to examine the 
faftenings, and how he could eafily get in at 
night. Whilft he was thus employed, one of 
the farmer's plougboys palling by, obferved this 
man looking out at his mailer's window ; he 
wondered at it, becaufe he knew the farmer was 
lot at home. 

Mary took care to difmifs her guefts before 
ber matter's return; and on hisafking her if any 
3ne had been there, fhe replied nobody. The 
ie:a morning when Boucher came down into 
he little room, he faw his bureau broken open, 
md the cafh that had been in it taken away. 

The farmer inquired of all his people, and 
he ploughboy mentioned his having feen Mrl 
Sanks's gardener looking out of the window, 
md faid he had heard that the two fcxvaaU V(cc^ 
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gone ofF that morning, and had robbed Mr« 
Banks's houie of plate and whatever they could 
carry off. This, compared with what the plough* 
boy had obferved, and with Mary's having de- 
nied that any body had been there, fixed iheir 
fufpicion on her as having been concerned in 
the robbery. She was forced to confefe that 
Mr. Banks's fervants were with her in the after* 
noon to tea, but ftrongly denied knowing any 
thing of the robbery ; however they opened her 
box, there they found fix new filver tea-fpoon» 
marked with the firft letters of Boucher's name, 
fealed up in a paper. The farmer knew his 
wife had fix new ones from London not long 
before, and doubted not thefe were the fame. 
The girl's guilt now appeared plain. 

But to return to Mr. Heartwell, whom we 
left entering the clofet in which Mary was, aa 
foon as her purfuers were gone. Though he 
by no means knew all that we have related of 
this unhappy girl, he faw that appearances were 
ttrong againft her. Yet he was very unwilling 
to believe the worft, and immediately raifed her 
with kindnefs from the ground. " Mary," faid 
}^e, " if you will now be perfeflly fincere with 
me, I will befriend you as much asjuftice will 
J)ermit. I find the chief caufe of your being fo 
ftrongly fufpefled is, that you have departed 
from the truth ; this is always attended with 
great danger as well as guilt ; you have 
been enough inftruftcd in religion to know 
ih^t deceit is liaie?u\ lo Oq^ -, \iw5)X \\^ W^d^- 
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>unced dreadful puDifliment for liars — eveii 
the lake that burneth with brimftone and 
e ;" that he has commanded " every one to 
It away lying, and to fpeak the truth to hi9 
:ighbor from his heart ; that lying lips are ai> 
nomination to the Lord, but truth is his de<- 
;ht." For my part, 1 pity your youth, and I 
ifli to fave and ferve you, but unlcfs I can hope 
\ cure you of this fault, I muft with a grieved 
iart give you up to your wretched fate, for it 
impoffible for me to do you any good." Whilft 
* fpoke his eyes filled with tears, and poor 
[ary cried without ceafuig. She now tried to 
»eak, but her fobs prevented h^r ; at laft, fhe 
id, "I fee, I fee that I have undone myfelf, that 
/en you, who are fo good, will never more be- 
2ve me, but give me up to mifery anddefpair; 
would now mod truly confefs to you- every 
ling, but you will nor, you cannot believe me I 
id I ftiall juftly fuffer for what I have not done, 
£caufe I have made myfelf unworthy of belief, 
\ fir, what can I do ? Is there no place for re- 
entance ? no good Chriftian who will try me 
nee again ? Will you not at leaft hear me if 
3U cannot believe me, whilft I tell you of all 
ly fins, and the fad difgraces they have brought 
pon me ?'* " I will hear you," faid the good old 
lan, ^' but if you now deceive me, or hide any 
ling from me, I v;ill never more concern my- 
If about you, but muft leave you to reap the 
itter fruits of your bafenefs of heart.*' Mary now 
ircw berfeJ/at his feet — killed Vv\5»\vm\^^s — ^^ss.\ 
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*athed them with her tears. " O fir," fhe faii 
'God knows I have no M'ifh to deceive or to hi< 
any thing from you, if I do, I confent that yc 
fliall give me up forever." She then told what v 
have before related. When fhe came to it 
article of the tea-fpoons, he defired her to e: 
plain whofe they were, and how £he came I 
them. She told him that on the Sunday evei 
ing when Mr. Banks's maid and gardener dran 
tea with her, the former on going away took h< 
aiide, and giving her a little parcel fealed uj 
begged of her to put that in her box and keep 
for her till (he font for it; the rcafon of this II; 
would tell her when they met again. She wei 
away without giving Mary time to afk anolb( 
Queition. She was confufed when afked abot 
the fpoons, bccaufe flie thought fhe (hould b( 
tray her friend, and becaufe flie was aihamed t 
confefs the intimacy fhe had kept up with he 
againfl her miftrefs*s orders and her own prom 
fes. How the fpoons came to be marked wit 
Boucher's letters, E. B. fhe could not imagine 
for the woman's name who gave them to h 
was Sarah Fifher. 

Mr. Heartwell kept Mary that night, and to 
pains to imprefs on her a deep fenfe of her 
Next day they had a vifit from farmer Boucl 
who told them that his wife on her return, 
amined her drawer, and found the fpoons faf 
file had left them. They were marked 
the /ame letters as thofe found in Mary's I 
and aa; the farmer \\aOL kvx\c<i V^^^YsA ^x 
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ice they came home, he did not obferve that 
e others were not exaftly like them. As this 
as the only pofitive proof alledged againft 
[ary, the farmer now promifed to give her no 
rther trouble; though be ftill knew (he had 
itertained the robbers the day before ; on this 
:count he would by no means t^ke her again 
to his houfe, but paid her the little wages due 
I her, and difmiffed her from his fervice. Mr. 
ieartwell, who was pleafed to find her account 

far true, tried to perfuade the Bouchers to let 
;r (lay with them a little while at leaft, as a juf» 
ication of her charafter; but they were fo dif- 
ifted with her having kept up the acquaintance 
ith thefc bad people, in defiance of their orders 
id her own promifes, that they could not 
ink themfelves fafe with fuch a fervant in the 
)ure. And Mr. Heartwell, with all the com- 
iffion he felt for her, could not venture to prefs 
em, nor to anfwer .for her Future conduft. 
owevcr, he promifed that if flie kept her pre- 
nt refoluiiofts, he would befriend her as much 

he could. He put fome proper books into 
?r hands and took her to her mother, whom 
ey found almoft diftrafted by the news which 
id reached her, of her daughter having been 
ken up for a robbery ; the poor woman every 
ly grew worfe after this fliock, and fome weeks 
ter, her wretched daughter received her dying 
rgivenefs, but could never forgive herfelf for 
e anguifli (he had caufed her mother^ vrhkk 
e was perfusided had haQLei\ed\\tx txv^« 
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Poor Mary had another forrow. In th 

lage where (he had lived with farmer Bou 

was a creditable baker, his fon Thomas was 

up to the bufinefs, and was a very honeft, f 

agreeable young man. He had often beft< 

kind looks and kind words on Mary 

had not ventured to make her an oflFer, 

thought his father would never confent tc 

marrying fo poor a girl. She, on her fide, 

him well enough to wifti he would fpeak 

A little before the unfortunate affair at Be 

€r's the old baker died, his fonTucceeded i 

Ihop and all his property, and v/as well eft 

ed. Wbilft poor Mary wa§ nurfing her c 

mother, this young man had occafion to c; 

Mr. Heartwell's, who ovei heard him in 

with his maid Bridget about Mary, and la 

the fad difgrace that had befallen her, he ac 

'' I am fure it has been a great concern tc 

for I own I liked the young woman ; and 

that I am my own mafter fhould have tried u 

tain her for my wife, had ftie preferved a b 

charafcler." Bridget put in a good word fo 

and affured him that her mafter believed 

entirely innocent of the robbery ; to this h< 

plied„ " whether fhe had any knowledge o 

wicked intentions of thof© vile fervants nol 

can know, but thus much has been clearly j 

ed, that fhe denied the truth of their h< 

been with her, and had broke her folemn 

mifes to her tn'\ft.Tefe,\i^ \5jtt.^vcv^chem com] 

for fome ume^xVveidoi^ ^<^^^vtf>Nfi>&R.\Q 
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I could not be happy unlefs I could make a 
friend of my wife, and depend on her truth and 
faithhilnefs. Her pretty face and good humor 
would be nothing to me, without truth and 
honefty. Next to a good confcience, the beft 
thing is a good charader. I blefs God I have 
never forfeited my own; nor will I ever marry 
a woman that has loft her's." Mr. Heartwell 
was much pleafed with the young baker's way 
of thinking, and very forry that Mary had loft 
fuch a hulband. As his chief concern was to 
complete the poor young creatures reformation, 
he thought nothing would make fo deep an im* 
preflion on her mind as this mortifying confe- 
jqucnce of her ill behavior: he refolved on 
telling her all that the young man had faid. He 
]4id fo; and fhe took it fo mucli to heart that fhe 
never after held up her head. Her mother's 
death, which happened foon after, left her with- 
out any earthly comfort. What before was 
liking, was now changed into a ftrong affec- 
tion ; fhe faw what a happy lot would have been 
her's had fhe been as true and honelt as the man 
Ihe liked. She loft all her fpirits, and her mind 
was always full of bitter remorfe and fhame. 
She thought fhe deferved all the mifery flie felt, 
and only prayed that God would accept her for- 
row for her fin. She made no complaints ; but 
her looks fhewed that health, as well as peace 
of mind, had forfaken her. 

Her mother's death obliged her to quit the 
almfhoufe, and flie then told Mi. li^^x^^H^ 
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that {he was unable to bear the difgrace (he bad 
brought upon herfelf in that neighborhood, and 
was refolved to go and get bread in fome dlftant 
country, where (he was not known. The good 
man, who felt like a father for every one of his 
flock when in diftrefs, tried to footh her and to 
perfude her to (lay where (he was, and to look 
to her heavenly friend, but he could not prevail. 
She coi^ not bear the thoughts of living near 
Thomas, whom (he had lolt for ever. So the 
vicar gave her what he could fpare to pay her 
journey, and maintain her 'till flie could get an 
employment; he then gave her a letter to a 
clergyman who lived about fifty miles off, beg- 
ging him to get her into fome honeft fervice. { 
She took leave of him with an almoft broken 
heart, and grew fo ill and weak on her journey, 
that when (he carried her letter to the clergy- 
man, he told her (he appeared too ill for fer- 
vice. In a few days (he grew a little better, told 
him ihe thought (he could now get her bread if 
he would have thcgoodnefs to recommend her: 
that (he cared not how low the place or the wages 
were if (he could but be maintained, and would 
do all in her power to give fatisfadion. He 
fopn got h^r into a fervice, hard labor foon 
haftened on a decline which her forrows had be- 
gun, and (lie foon became fo ill that nothing 
better could be done for her than to ptace her 
in an hofpital. 

Whilft (lie was there, a letter from Mr. Heart- 
well informed \\ei iVvax. Vvci V^^ S^^m^^x^ >ft^\^ 
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taken, tried, and executed. The fpoons were 
claimed by Elizabeth Bearcroft, Mr. Banks'5 
.houfekeeper. Sarah Fifher had found them 
locked up in a cupboard after the reft of the 
fiolen plate was packed up. She put them into 
her pocket as (he was going to farmer Boucher's 
on the Sunday, but recollefting that perhaps the 
marks upon them might lead to her detection, 
in cafe of misfortune, (he fuddenly took it into 
her head, as (he was going away, to leave them 
^ith Mary, as before related. Mr. Heartwell 
had taken the pains to vifit thefe people in pri- 
fon after their condemnation, and had got from 
the woman a confirmation of the poor girPs ac- 
count. Mary langui(hed feveral weeks in the 
bofpital, and meekly applied her whole mind to 
obtain the forgivenefs of God, through the mc* 
ritsof a Saviour 

The good clergyman alTifted her in the great 
work of repentance, and pointed out to her the 
only true grounds on which (he could hope to 
obtain it. 

Thus death, brought on by grief and fliame 
-at eighteen years of age, was the confequence 
of bad company, falfe promifes, and false 
EXCUSES. — May all who read this (lory,. learn 
,lo walk in the ftraight paths of truth. The way 
of duly is the v/ay of fafety. But '* the wicked 
llecth Wiicn no man purfueth, while the righte- 
ous ij b'j! J us 11 lion." 



Cc 



( «9<5 ) 

THE HISTORY OF 

DILIGENT DICK; 

OR, 

'FnUh xcill out though it be hid in a WelL 



dfaljt witnefs Piall not go ufipunijhci^ and Air 
whojpeaketh liesjhallptrijh. 

UoNT be frightened, Reader ! Although I 
fet out with a text, I aoi not going to preach a 
fermon, but to tell a (lory* On the right fide 
of Marfli-moor cnotnmon, and not more than five 
^ hundred yards out of the turnpike road, ftood a 
lone cottage, inhabited by one Richard Rogers, 
a day-laborer, commonly called Dilligent 
Dick. Though poor, he was as much noted 
for his honefty as for the care and induftry with 
which he had brought up a large family in a ve- 
ry decent manner. About fifteen years ago, in 
the month of January, there fuddenly fell a deep 
fnow, attended by fuch a high w;nd, that many 
travellers loft their lives in it. When all on'a 
luddcn, as Rogers and his family were crowding 
round a handful of fire to catch a laft heat before 
they went to bed, they heard a doleful cry of 
"Help! help! for God^s fake help P— Up 
llarted Rogers in an inftant, when clapping the 
end of a farthing candle into a broken homlan- 
ihcru^ and catchbg^ vip V\\s ft.;xff^ out he fallied, 
d^rcclm^ his Heps \o\s^a\d^x\\t^^^o^^\^^N;V^\\';.^ 
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the cries came« In Qnc of the fandpits he found 
a gentleman who had fallen from his horfe, and 
was nearly buried in the fnow. Rogers, though 
vith much difficulty, at length dragged him out^ 
and aftet fecuring the horfe, conveyed them 
both home. 

The gentleman appeared elderly, and feemed 
aloioft peri (lied with cold ; for a long time he 
was quite fpeechlefs, his jaws appeared locked, 
and it was only by inward groans they could per- 
ceive he had any remains of life in him, fo be* 
numbed an Itiff'ened was he with cold. After 
they had rubbed his limbs for fome time before 
the fire, the gentleman by degrees recovered 
Irimfclf, and began to thank Rogers and his wife^ 
whom he faw bulled about him, as well as his 
children. ^ Sir," faid Betty Rogers, although 
we be poor in pocket, we may neverthelefs be 
kind in heart." Hear the ftranger, after fetch- 
ing a deep figh, faid, " if his life were granted 
him, he hoped it would be in his power to re- 
ward them for their kindnefs." Rogers replied, 
" that what he had done for him, he would have 
done for his word enemy." Here the gentleman 
groaned heavily, faying he had been long fick 
himfelf, and that he could not enough admire 
th^4iealthv looks of Rogers's children. 

** Bleffed be God, iir," faid Rogers, " al- 
though my family is numerous, I never paid a 
ihilling for do8or's ftuff in my life, nor do I 
even know the price of a coffin ; if my wealth is 
fmall^ my wants arc few^ ^xvdLCww.'^\\ssss^X^ 
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am a finner, and need daily repentance, yet my 
confcience is quiet, for I have knowingly done 
wrong to no man, noF would I forfeit my peace 
of mind, fir, to become the richeft man in Old 
England. I am not covetous of ^wealth, fir, 
fince I have feen how little comfort they often 
enjoy who poffefsit ; the honeft man, fir, fleeps 
foundly on the hardeft bed, whilft he who has 
"made too much hafte to be rich," may lie 
down on the foftcft bed with an aching heart,, 
but fhall not be able to find reft." All this while 
Betty Rogers fat puffing and blowing the fire 
with a pair of broken nofed bellows in order to 
boil her kettle, to make the gentleman a diOi 
of her coarfe bohea tea, as (lie had no fpirits or 
liquor of any kind, except fpring water, to of- 
fer him : fhe alfo toafted a bit of bread, though 
flic had no butter to rub over it ; this fhe hoped 
the gentleman would excufe, fince many of the 
farmers were fo extortionate in their price of 
butter and cheefe, that fome of their laborers 
live, for the greater part of their time, on bread 
only, or a few potatoes. 

Here the gentleman attempted to partake of 
Betty's tea and toaft, when all at once he began 
to tremble all over fo exceedingly, that he beg- 
ged fhe would fet it down for the prefent, for i{\ 
he was to attempt to fwallow it, he was certain 
it would choak him. " It is but cold comfort 
to be fure, fir," faid Rogers, "we have to of- 
fer you ; but neverthelefs we mufthope you will 
take the will for the deed. I fuppofe, fir, you 



The Hijlory of Diligent Dick. 293 

are very rich, and yet you now fee, that aU the^ 
vealth in the world cannot help a man in certain 
fitaations. I had a pretty education, fir, and I 
remember when I was a boy at fchool to have 
rcjd the hiftory of a great king, who, when bar- 
raffed by the enemy, and being overcome with 
thirfl, was thankful to a poor foldier who 
brought him a draught of cold water in his hel- 
met, which he drank off greedily, faying, that 
amidft all his pomp he had never tailed fuch 
luxury as that cup of water yielded him. So yoa 
fee, fir, what flrange upsand-downs there are ia 
life ; therefore people of all degrees fhould be 
careful to keep pride out of their hearts, fince 
the moft profperous man to-day, may be thank- 
ful for the poor man's afTiftance to morrow." 
** And after all," cried Betty Rogers, " high and 
I0W9 rich and poor, fhould pray daily for God's 
grate, fince that alone can give peace to their 
poor fouls when the hour of affliftion cometh. 
But, blefs me," cried flie, clafping her hands^ 
*^ what fhall we do, our lad inch of candle is 
burnt out." *' Then," faid Rogers, '* we muft 
content ourfelvcwS, my Betty, with pafGng the 
reft of the night in the dark." The gentleman 
faid he mud be content to do as they did. '* Ma- 
ny is the dark night, fir," faid Richard, " have I 
fat by my dames's bed-fide when fhe had been 
fick or lying-in, endeavoring to make up to her 
in kindnefs what I could not provide for her in 
eomforcs^ when I have not had the lead glioK 

Ccs 
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mcring of light, but what came from the twink- . 
ling ftars through our tattered cafement, 

"Amidft all our poverty, fir, we have ever 
been the happieft pair in each other. It is a 
brave thing, lir, to be able, by the grace of God, 
to drive pride out of ^he cottage, when poverty 
enters in ; for fin is the father of fhame. A 
man, fir, amidft the extremeft poverty, yet 
may ftand high in the favor of God, by pa- 
tience, prayer, and a hearty faiih in his Re- 
deemer." 

Here the ftranger appeared under very great 
diftrefs both of body and mind ; he ihivered 
all over as if he had an ague fit upon him, and 
by a little blaft, which was juft then lighed up, 
they perceived he looked as pale as death ; they 
begged him to lie down on their | bed, faying, 
" it was very clean, though it was ill provided 
V ith {hcets and blankets." "O my good people." 
cried the gentleman, " your goodnefs will be 
the death of me; the kindnefs of your hearts 
proves to me the unkindnef&of my own : No, 
go you to bed, and let me fit here till morning." 
•• That," Rogers faid, " they could not do." 
The gentleman then replied, he fhould be glad 
if Rogers would give him a little hiftory of him- 
fclf and family to beguile the time. 

" That I will do raoft readily, fir," faid he, 

^' jf/b be it will oblige you in the leaft. — My 

name is Rogers, although my neighbors arc 

p/oafed to call ma Dii.\e,LHT Dicil, I have. 

a v/ifc and feven c\u\dTcn •, ^ ^'^^^ "♦^'^^ >icv^\^\V^ 
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and He down with the lamb. I never fpend an 
idle penny, or an idle moment; though my fa- 
mily is numerous, my children were never a . 
burden to me. That good woman there, .lir," 
pointing to his wife, " puts her hand to> the la- 
boring oar : flie brings up our children at home 
in fuch a fober induflrious manner, that our 
neighbors, as foon as they are capable of earn- 
ing a penny, are glad to take them off our hands. 
I am proud to fay, fir, they have no little pil- 
fering tricks, as many children have. * Train 
up a child in the way he fliould go,' Is our way^ 
fir, and I am certain both my wife and I have 
felt the benefit of the text, for our children are 
kind and afFeQionate towards each other, duti- 
ful to us their parents, and obliging and civil to 
their employers. Ah, fir, the richeft man in 
England is not happier than I am, when I re- 
turn home of an evening, wearied by the heat 
and labor of the day, to be received with looks 
of kindnefs by my wife, as flie is preparing our 
frugal fupper, whilft two or three of my little 
babies climb my knees to fondle me round the 
neck." Again the traveller groaned piteoufly; 
but Rogers went on. " I was born to a pretty 
fortune, fir ; but by the villainy of my father's 
brother I loft my inheritance. My uncle, Charlcrs 
Rogers, through the indulgence of his mother, 
proved to be a very malicious child, and as he 
grew up to man's eftate, the faults of the child 
became hardened vices in the r[\^T\^ vcsfc^Kc^^ 
that his w'ickcd behavior broVw^ \\v.^ tcwc^'^x^^^ ^ 
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heart. My own dear mother, fir, like the pa- 
rents of Samuel, taught me betimes to fear the ^ 
Lord; yet my grandfather was fo much of- 
fended at my father's marrying her^ that he 
made his will, and cut him off with a ihilling. 
He and my poor mother died within a twelve- 
month of each other, and left me pennylefs by 
the time all their debts were paid. I was then 
about twelve years of age, and my Betty's father 
kindly took me to live with him. He foon 
received a melTage from my grandfather, with . 
a prefent of twenty guineas to pay for my 
board, faying, he was very ill, and that he would 
fend for me when he was better. The ntxt 
news I heard of him was that he was doad; and 
though he had promifed to make a will in my 
favor, yet rone was to be found, although one 
of his old fervants declared he had figned a 
great fheet of parchment, which a lawyer had 
been writing by my grandfather's bed fide. Eve- 
ry body now judged my uncle Charles very 
hardly, as having made away with this laft will, 
becaufe he brought forward the old one, where- 
in my grandfather had left his whole property to 
him. Some kind friends of my father wifliing 
to feejuftice done by me, commenced an a£lion 
againft both him and the lawyer, who was known 
to be a rogue, and ready to do any dirty work 
for money. 

*^ The trial was brought on at the next nffizcs, 
H hen rny unc\e emp\o^ed CvicVv arts in fccuring 
the vntncITcsj thai a \(:tc;v^>5^.^^v;^w^^\^ 
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After fome months, however, my uncle 
me twenty guineas, that I might be put 
rentice to a carpenter; but dcfired he might 
er be troubled about me again. Accord- 
y I was bound out ; but my mader proved 
of thofe negligent tradefmen who loved his 
: better than his work : by neglefting his bu- 
[ij his bufineis began to negleft him. He 
ke at length for a confiderable Turn' of mo- 
, and was thrown into prifon, where he died 
1 after of the jail diftemper ; fo at the end 
be third year of my apprenticefhip, I was. 
s more left to feek for bread. I returned 
n to my Betty's father, who got me em- 
^ment under his mafter, -I was iabout one 
twenJy when I'-inarried, and then 1 and my 
; followed my matter's fon into this country, 
' had an eftate left him and with him I have 
ked ever fincc, and with truth I can fay, I 
I never received an unkind word from him, 
lie ne^er faw mc drunk, not even at fheep- 
ring or at harveft-home. My Betty's pious 
knef<, fir, iias Iweetenedallmy toil, whiKl 
dutiful behavior of my children has ful- 
i every wifli of my heart. Whether my 
:1 uncle be dead or living I know not ; but 
; as it may, I do not envy him his ill gotten 
lb, and I can only pray that he may re- 
him of his fins, before ficknefs brings him 
death bed; for it is a horrible thing, fir, to 
I the confcience racked with defpair when 
}ody is aSHided wllh pain.'* 
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" Look, Richajd," cried Betty Roj 
*^ you are talking on, and on, whilft I. am 
the poor gentleman is going into a fit," 
gentleman at that inftant gave a deep groan, 
vouldhave fallen from his chair if Rogers 
not caught him in his arms ; his wife (ha 
ing up the little mug of tea, which .fhe 
kept warm in the afhes, ihe put it to the ft: 
ger*s lips, begging him to take a fip, as 
was fure it would do him good; whilft 
hufband, on the other hand, begged him 
eat a bit of the toaft. The gentleman cc 
but juft make Ihift to fay, " My good pec 
you arc too kind to me." " Not at all, ; 
faid Rogers, " we do no more for you, i 
we would for our worft enemy." " O Gc 
cried the traveller, " what will become of 1 
My fight fails me, my flefti trembles, and 
joints ach ; I freeze and bum at the fame 1 
ment." 

Poor dear gentleman !" faid Betty Rog 
wiping her eyes, " I am afraid he is going lij 
headed ; do pray, fir, drink a drop more 
the tea," " and eat a bit of the toaft alfo," 
Iwered Richard. «' I dare not tafte it, 
good friends," replied the gentleman, ** fo 
feel as if it would choak me were I to attei 
it; but tell me, I pray, is there not fDmevvl 
a text of Scripture which fays, ' If ihine enc 
hunger, feed him ; if he thirft, give him dri 
/or, in fo do\ng, iViow ftv^U heap coals 0/ 
on his heaAJ'T^O B^o^tA^ ^o^\^^ ^^4 ^ 
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^ty indeed thou art heaping coals of fire on 
my head| when thou art told I am thy wicked 
uncle Charles I" 

Here Roger and his wife had nearly fwooned 
awav with aftoniihment. ^< Then I am heartily 
glaa to feeyou, uncle,** cried Rogers, " and if 
you have already done me wrong I forgive you 
^ith all my foul, as I hope to be forgiven my- 
fdf/* Here Mr. Rogers's grief appeared fo . 
^at, he feemed almoft befide himlelf* ^' But 
do not be furprifed," cried he, as foon as he 
could fpeak, '^ to fee me here; it is not by ac» 
cident; this is the fecond attempt I have made, 
Rogers, to viflt thy humble dwelling ; but more 
of that hereafter." In about a quarter of an . 
hour, Mr. Rogers, after (bedding bitter tears^ 
fpoke as follows : 

** My neighbors, Richard, have long believed 

tne to be k very happy man, feeing that I pof* 

fefled an abundance of the good things of this 

world, but what man ever yet was happy, . who 

carried fecret guilt in his bofom ? Thy grand- 

• Either, on his death-bed, became duly fenfible 

of his unforgiving fpirit towards thy poor father, 

''for no other crime had he committed than hav- 

ing married a woman who brought him no 

money; he therefore refolved that the laft bu- 

' finefs of his life fhould be doing an a£lof juftice 

towards thee, his only fon; accordingly he fent 

for his attorney, made a new will, bequeathing 

thee that property which he would haive ^iv^vv 

thy father had be been living-, \v^ ^^o ^^^v^^^ 
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much to fee thee^ which I took efpecial care 
prevent, fearing thy youth and innocence wou 
win upon his love. After his deceafe, by tl 
advice, and with the affiftance of his rogue 
an attorney, we burnt my father*s laft will, ai 
produced that which he had made many yea 
befpre, wherein he had cut thy father off with 
{hilling. The deed was no fooner done, than 
felt, as it were, all the torments of hell ragii 
in my foul, it was done at the very moment I: 
people were laying my aged father's body in tl 
coffin." Here Mr. Rogers grew fo faint he ecu 
not go on. 

** Merciful Heaven," cried Richard, wi 
hands and eyes uplifted, ^' how covetoufne 
hardens the heart of man ! what a fafe-guard h 
my poverty "been tome! riches might havec 
fnared my foul too." As foon as Mr. Roge 
could fpeak he went on. " Thou haft ji 
mentioned, Richard, the trial that was broug 
forward after my father's deceafe, refpeSipg I: 
will, when the attorney to whom I was to p£ 
five hundred pounds for the villainous part 1 
had afcled, fwore he had never made a fccor 
will for my father, and I fwore to the fame € 
feft ; yes, Richard, I fwore upon the Ho 
Bible — that Bible which pronounces a dead 
curfe en him who fwears falfly ; yea, I called ( 
that eternal God to witnefs a lie, before whc 
I mult jhortly be judged for it, and now n 
grey hairs are biou^vvo v\v^ brink of the grav 
I begin to tce\^ v\v^l v\v^ ^vcv^ ^\ ^^-^c^v^^ 
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very miferable has been my life, and very ter- 
jible no doubt will be my death. Being now 
in pofleffion of a clear 400I. a year, I began to 
fancy all things would go profperoufly and fwim* 
singly on; I bought, and I fold, and no man's 
trafiick feemed to turn to better account ; but 
no fuccefs in life, Richard could blunt the fting 
of guilt within me ; when 1 lay me down to reft 
at night, I feared to truft myfelf to fleep, left I 
- fliould betray my fecret; and my very dreams 
became fo difturbed, that the fervants would 
often hear my fcreams at the other end of the 
houfe. One night I dreamt I was going to be 
executed for deftroying a will ; and the next I 
r fancied I was going to be tranfported for per- 
^ jury. All my neighbors believed me to be a 
i-iappy man, only bccaufc they faw me a profpe- 
. lous one. My covetous defircs were never 
i Jatisfied, and whilft I went on heaping up 
?, guinea upon guinea, my mind was, hourly af- 
..flifled with the dread of poverty. My wife 
! all of a fudden grew melancholy, and by an ac- 
, iident ftie fell into the pond and was drowned; 
t when my fon came of age I fettled him on the 
\ eftate, which my father in his will had left to 
I thee; he was a diffolute young man, and coming 
IJiQnie one night very much intoxicated with 
. liquor, he fell acrofs the bed with alighted can- 
dle in his hand, which inftanily fet fire to the 
: curtains, and he perilhcd in the flames ; one of 
My daughters turned out very vicious^ axvd visa. 
I o&cr died of a broken heart koxxi ^^ «>\0t 

Dd 
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ufage of her hufband. Befides all thefe trials, I 
had another very fevere one from the attorney, 
who was always racking me for money, and tel- 
ling me he would turn King's evidence, and im- 
peach me, if ever I refufed him. At lengtl^ 
without a moment given him for repentance, he 
was fuddenly carried off by a paralytic ftroke. 
My fpirits began to revive after his death, as my 
crime now was known only to myfelf ; but peace 
can never dwell in the guilty bofom. I left off 
going to church, for there my condemnation 
flared me full in the face. The Ten Com- 
mandments were written in golden letters on 
each (ide of the Altar; then my own wicked 
confcience would whifper me, how many of 
thofe facred commands I have broken, I had 
taken the holy name of God in vain, I had pro- 
phaned the Sabbath, I had been undutiful to iriy 
parents, I had borne false witness 

AGAINST MY NEIGHBOR." At length, hoW- 

evcr, fo grievoufly burdened was my confcience, 
that I refolved occafionally to attend church, 
hoping it would be a kind of fpunge to rub out 
fomcof my fins. Onefunday I remember our 
parfon told us in his fermon there can be no real 
repentdnce for fin, without forfaking it ; adding 
moreover, that if any of his congregation haa 
defrauded his neighbor of aught, he entreated 
them, if ever they hoped their fouls would find 
n7crcy in the day of grace, that they IhouW 
make reftitulioiA^ bc^oi^i dcAiiK (houid cut them 
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ofF from the land of the living, fince there was 
no repentance in the grave. 

Thefe words fo worked upon ray mind, that 
I fell fick, and during my iUnefs, I called on « 
Heaven to witnefs, that if life were granted me, 
J would rellore to thee what I had fo unjultly 
kept from thee; but as ray health returned, fo 
did- my good refolutions vanifh away again; I 
cheated royfelf with the thought that i raight 
y.et enjoy life many years; thus I went on till 
the relllefs working of ray confcience almoft 
overpowered me, and having erquired out the 
place of thy abode, mounted my horfe and fet 
out, with the refolution to difcover the' whole 
hiftory of my villainy to thee; but when I came 
-within fight of thy cottage, I faund my princi- 
ples were not ftrong enough to bring rae to con- 
fefs myfelf a rogue before thee; I turned my 
horfe about, and went home again. I next took 
to hard drinking to ftifle reficfclion, but all would 
not do, for ftill the gnawings of a guilty con- 
fcience devoured me; as my health declined, 
the ftronger the fear of death came upon me. 
Again I refolved once more to go in fearch of 
thee, and earneftly did I pray to God to affift 
my endeavors, and the nearer I approached to 
thy little dwelling, the more was my courage 
ftrengthened to proceed. The fuddcn fall of 
foow coming on was the caufe of my being 
benighted, and miffing my way I fell into the 
pit J but ah, Richard, it feems as if heavea had 
appointed thee to prefervem7\\S^\\\>iav^^^^^ 
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and my foul from deftruQion in the next, hy ■ 
pointing out to me the only path in which a . 
penitent finner can tread with fafety. It is not 
for mortal man, Richard, to tell what agony of 
mind I. have endured this night: thy kindnefs 
and that of thy wife nearly overcame me, and I 
the lefs feared to make a difcovery of myfelf to 
thee, when I found every aftion of thy daily 
life was governed by the principles of religion:. 
I know Chriftianity alone can teach men hearti« 
ly to forjrive their enemies. 

'* O Rogers! Rogers! how bleft is thy con» 
dition, when compared with mine: if thou art 
poor, thou art honeft; in addition to a quiet 
confcience, thou haft a healthful and happy fa- 
mily fmiling around thee. I abound in wealth 
it^true; but my health is gone, I have loft 
my reft, and I carry in my bofom the (harp 
goadings of a wounded fpirit which I am unable 
to bear." 

Here Mr. Rogers finiftied his truly melan- 
choly hiftory, at which both Rogers and his 
wife (lied abundance of tears, and at the fame 
time they did all in their power to comfort him. 
The next day Rogers attended his uncle home, 
when he fent for the clergyman of his Parifh^ 
who was a very experienced Chriftian; Rogers 
made a full confedion of his guilt to him, 
hoping he would give him his beft advice how 
to tit and prepare himfelf for another world, 
Mr. Rogers lived bu\.^ fe^ v^eeks after this, and 
died full of horrot av. iV^ ^vcv^ ol W^ ^^ \Sr.^ 
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id earneftly imploring mercy from the Saviour 
' finners. 

How mifterious are the ways of Providence, 
ho in an intlant can bring the mod fecret plow 
■ light! and how does the eye of God purfue 
t; " if we fay peradventure the -darkner* ft.all 
tyer us, then fhall our night be turned into 
ly; the darknefs and light to him are both 
*e." 
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THE CARPENTER; 

OR, 

THE DANGER OF EVIL CaMPANY. 



THERE was a young West-country man, 
A Carpenter by tcade, 
A skilful wheelwright too was be. 
And few such waggons*made« 

No^ man a tighter bam could' build 

Throughout his native town : 
Thro* many a village round was he 

The best of workmen known. 

His father left him what he had. 

In sooth it was enough ; 
His shining ppwter, pots of brass. 

And all his household stuiF. 

A little cottage too he had. 

For ease and comfort plann'd; 
And t.bat he might not lack for aught, 

An acre of good land. 

A pleasant orchard too there was 

Before his cottage door; 
Of cider and of corn likewise 

He had a little ^tore. 
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• ^ * • • ' 

Active and healthy, stout and young. 

No business wanted he :. 
Now tell me reader if you can, 

Wjbal map mcfre ble»t could be? 

To make his comfort quite complete. 

He bad a faithful wife ; 
Frugal and neat and good was sHe, 

The blessing of his life. 

Where is the lord, or where the squire^ 

Had greater cause to praiise 
The goodness of that bounteous hand* 

Which blest hfs prosp'rous days ? 

Each night when he returned from work:. 

His wife so meek and mild. 
His little Slipper gladly dress'd^ 

While he caress'd his child. 

One blooming babe was all he had. 

His only darling dear. 
The object of their equal lovCj 

The solace of their care. 

O what could ruin such a Kfe, 

And spoil so fair a lot ? 
O what eould change so kind a heart. 

All goodness quite forgot ? 

With grief the cause I must relate. 

The dismal cause reveal ; 
'Twas EVIL COMPANY and drink. 

The source of every ill, 

IL Coo^jej 
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A Cooper came to live hard by. 

Who did his fancy please; 
An idle rambling man was he. 

Who oft had cross'd the seas. 

This man could tell a merry tale. 

And sing a merry song ; 
And those who heard him sing or talk, 

Ne*er thought the ev'ning long. 

But vain and vicious was the song. 

And wicked was the tale 3 
And every pause he always fill'd, . 
, With cider, gin, or ale. 

Our Carpenter delighted much 

To hear the Cooper talk; 
And with him to the alehouse oft 

Would take his evening walk. 

At first he did not care to drink. 

But only lik.'d the fun ; 
But soon he from the Cooper learned 

The same sad course to run. 

He said the Cooper's company. 

Was all for which he car'd , 
But soon he drank as much as he. 

To swear like him soon dar'd. 

His hammer now neglected lay, 

For work he little car'd ; 
Half finished wheels and broken tools 

W^rc strew -d about his yard,. 

A 2 "^^ 
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To get him to attend his work 
No prayers could now prevail ; 

His hatchet and his plane forgot. 
He never drove a nail. 

His cheerful evenings now no more 
With peace and plenty smil'd ; 

No more he sought his pleasing wife. 
Nor hugg'd his smiling chila« 

For not his drunken nights alone 
Were with the Cooper past; 

His days were at the Angel spent. 
And stilt he stay'dthe last. 

No handsome Sunday suit was left. 
Nor decent Holland shirty 

No nosegay mark'd the Sabbath-day, 
But all was rags and dirt. 

No more his church he did frequent, 

A symptom ever sad; 
Where once the Sunday is mispent. 

The week-days must be bad. 

The cottage mortgaged for its worth. 
The favorite orchard sold ; 

He soon began to feel th' eflfects 
Of hunger and of cold. 

The pewter di:5hes, one by one, 

Where pawn'd, till none was left ; 
And wife and babe at hpme remained 
' ifii cvtry help bereft. 
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ly chance he call'd at home one nigl^t; ; 

And in a surely mood, 
^ bade his weeping wife to get 

Immediately some food. 

His empty cupboard well he knew 

Must needs be bare of bread; 
^fo rasher on the rack he saw. 

Whence could he then be ted ; 

Eiis* wife a piteous sigh did hf ave* \ 

And then before him laid 
A basket cover'd with a clotbi 

But not a word she said. 

Then to her husband gave a kiufe. 

With many a silent tear ; 
In haste he tore the cover ofi> 

And saw his child lie there. 

'* There lies tjiy babe, the mother said, 

Oppress'd with famine sore ; 
O kill us both — 'twere kinder far. 

We could not suffer more." 

The Carpenter, struck to the heart. 

Fell on his knees straightway ; 
He wrung his hands— -confess'd bis sins. 

And did both weep and pray. 

From the same hour the Cooper more 

He never would behold ; 
Nor would he tp the alehouse go 

Had it been pav'd with gold. j. 

* See Berquine GwA^tiet% 
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His wife forgave him all the pastj 
And sooth'd his sorrowing mind. 

And much he griev'd that e'er he wrongM 
The worthiest of her kind. 

By lab'ring hard, and working late. 

By industry and pains, 
His cottage was at length redeemed, 

And sav*d were all his gains. 

His Sundays now at church were spent. 

His home was his delight ; 
The following verse himself he made^ 

And read it every night. 

The drunkard murders child and wife. 

Nor matters it a pin, 
Wliether he stabs them with his knife^ 

Or starves them with his gin: Z. 



THE GIN-SHOP; 

OR A 

PEEP INTO A PRISON. 



« 



LOOK thro* the land from north to south> 
And look from east to west j 
And see what is to Englishmen, 
Of life the dcadWest oest^ 
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It is not want, tho' that is bad^ 

Nor war, tho* that is worse : .♦ 

But Bsi >ns brave endure, alas! "* 
A self-tormenting curse. 

Go where you will throughout the realin 

You'll find the reigning sin. 
In cities, villages, and towns ; 

— ^The monster's name is,GiK. 

The prince of darkness never sent 

To man a deadlier foe ; 
* My name is Legion,' it may say. 

The source of every woe. 

Nor does the fiend alone depriv«e 

The labourer of his wealth ; 
That is not all, it murders too 

His honest name and health. 

We say the times are grievous hard. 

And hard they ai?e, 'tis true ; 
But, drunkards, to your wives and bab«s 

They're harder made by you. 

The drunkard's tax is self-impos'd. 

Like every other sin ; 
The taxes altogether lay 

No weight so great as Gin. 

The state compels no man to drink. 

Compels no man to game ; 
Tis Gin and gambling sink him down 

To rags, and want^^ and shame. 
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The kindest husband^ changed by Gin, 
Is fwa tyrant known ; ^ 

The tTOderest heart that nature made, 
becomes a heart of stone. 

In many a house the harmless babes 

Are poorly cloth 'd and fed : 
Because the craving Gik-Shop takes 

The childrens' daily bread. 

Come, neighbour, take a walk with me, 

Thro' many a London street ^ 
And see the cause of penury 
In hundreds we shall meet. 

We shall nat need to travel far — 
Behold that great man's door ; 

He well discerns that idle crew ' , 

From the deserving poor. 

He will relieve with liberal band 

The child of honest Thrift; 
But where long scores at Gin-Shops stand 

He will with-hold his gift. 

Behold that shivering female there. 

Who plies her woeful trade ! 
Tis ten to one you'll find that Gin, 

That hopeless wretch has made. 

Look down those steps, and view below 

Yon cellar under ground ; 
There every want and every woe. 

And every sin is found. 
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He pljjVthe loom with good success, 

HisWages still were high ; 
Twice ^frhat- the village hb'rer. gains. 

His master did supply* 

Nc^ook debts kept him from^ his cash, 

All paid as soon as due ; 
His wages on the -Saturday 

To fail he never knew. 

V ■ 

How amply Tiad his gaias sufficed. 

On wife aiid cBiWrenipent I 
But all must for his pleasures go: 

All to the Gin-Shop went. 

See that apprentice, young in years. 

But hackney'd long in sm ; 
What made-him-rcyb his master's till? 

Alas! 'twas love of Gin. 

That serving-man — I knew him once 
So jaunty, spruce, and smart ! 

Why did he steal, then pawn the. plate? 
'Twas Gin ensnar'dhis heart. 

But hark ! what dismal sound was that ? 

Tis Saint Sepulchre's bell. 
It tolls, alas for human guilt I 

Some malefectorV knell. 

O ! woeful sound ! O? "what could cause, 

Such punishment and sin ? 
Hark! hear his words, he QWn$ the cause 
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And wlien the future lot is fix'd. 

Of darkness, fire, and chainsf> 
How can the drunkard hope to 'scape 

Those everlasting pains ? 

For if the^murdVcr's doom'd to woe, • 

As holy-writ declares, 
The drunkard with sELF-murderers 

That dreadful portion shares. Z 



MN 



THE '' 

EXECUTION 

\ 

OF 

WILD ROBERT 

BEING ■ i 

A WARNING TO ALL PARENTS, 



fTT 7ILD ROBERT was a graceless yputh, 
V V And bold in every §in j 
n early life with petty thefts 
His course he did begin. 

Jut those who deal in lesser sins, 

In great will soon Qffend ; 
Lnd petty thefts not check'd betimes, 

In murder soon may eud. 
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And i^m like any beast of prey, 
WiHr Robert shrunk from view. 

Save when at eve on Bagshot heath 
He met his harden 'd crew. 

AViih this fierce crew Wild Robert there 

On plunder set his mind 3 
And waich'd and prowl'd the live-long nigh 

To rob and slay mankind. 

But God, whose vengeance never sleeps, 

Tho* he delavs the blow, 
'Can in a single moment lay 

the prosperous villain lo w. 

One night, a fatal right indeed ! 
. Withm a neighbVmg wood, 
A harmless passenger he rQbVd, 
And dy'd his hands in blood. 

The direful deed performed, he went 

To shew his ^dldea ^dit&. 
When vengeful justice, unawares, 

• Surprised him in her toils. " 

Wild Robert seized, at once was known} 

(No crape had hid his face) 
Imprisoned, try'd, condemned to die! 

Soon run was Robert'^ race ! 

Since short ^fl»e time the laws allow 

To murderers doom 'd tD die^ 
HoyN earnest'si\Gu'd ihe suppKant wrelch 

• To Heaven £ot wetc^ crj \ 
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But he, ala$ ! no mercy sought, 
Tho' summon'd to Iiib fate ; . jfe . 

The. cart dt^w near the gaHows ttJif 
Where throng'd spectators wait. 

Slow as he pass'd no pious tongue 

Pour'd forth a pitying pray'r j 
Abhorrence all who saw han i^U 

He, horror and despair. 

And now the dismal death-biell toll'd. 

The fatal chord was hung. 
While sudden, deep, and dreadful shrieks. 

Burst forth amidst the throng. 

Hark ! 'ti$ his itiother's voice he hears ! 

Deep horror shakes his frame; 
'Tis rage and fury fiik his breast. 

Not pity, lovQ, or shame. 

" One moment hbld T* the mother cries, 
" His life one moment spare ! 

*' One kiss, my miserable child, 
** My Robert once so dear !" 

** Hence, cruel mother, hence,'* he s&id, 

" Oh ! deaf to nature's cry ; 
** Your's is the fault I liv*d abhorrM, 

'* And linlamented die. 

" You gave mfe life, but' with it gave 
" What made that Hfe a curse ; 

^* My sins uncurb'd, my mind untaught, 
** Soon grewfroin bad tD worse. 
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I thought that if I 'scap *d the stroke 
** Of jjian's avenging rod, 
** All libu'd be well, and I might mock 
" The vengeful powV of God. 

^* My hands no honest trade were taught, 
" My tongue no pious pray'r, 

^* Unchecked I learnt to break the laws, 
" To pilfer, lie, arid swear. 

'* The Sabbath bell, that tolFd to church, 

** to me unheeded rung ; 
** God's holy name and word I curs'd 

" With my blaspheming tongue. 

No mercy now your ruin'd child 
Of heaven can dare implore, 
** I mock'd at grace, and now I fear 
My day of grace is o'er. 

^ Blame not the law which dooms yoursoi 
** Compared vvith you 'tis mild ; 
'Tis you have sentenc'd me to death. 
To hell have doom'd your child." 

He spoke and fixing fast the cord, 
. Resign'd his guilty breath ; 
Down at his feet his mother fell. 
By conscience struck with death. 

Ye parents taught by this sad tale. 

Avoid the path she trod ; 
And teach your sons in early years 

Jlic fear and love of God. 
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So shall their days, tho' doom'd to toil. 
With peace and hope be blest; 

And Ileav'n, when life's short task is o'er. 
Receive their souls to rest. 

■"^ ■ ■> I M i ll 111 i^^^pii 

THE HORSE-RACE; 

OR THE 

PLEASURES OF THE COURSE. 



THE horses run, the chaises fly^ 
What noise in every place ? 
Pray come, ray friend, and let us see 

The pleasures of a Race. 

*■ • • . .. 

What numbers now are trudging qn I . 

Observe how quick their pace ! V' 
On foot, on horse, in chaise and eaaidlk^ 

All hastening to the Race. •■- * 

Remark how many huts and booths. 

In every part we trace ; 
For selling brandy, beer, and gin,. 

To those who sg^tfee Race. 

• ••••" . - - 

What numbers spend their money here,. 

And health and soul embrace; 
And rob their families of bread, 

TQ' spend it at the Race. 

Bl ; that 
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I'hat gentleman, S> richly dressed, 
Whose well fealiorse now neighs ; 

His fortune spends to train and fit 
His nags, to win the Race. 

Those farmers' wives, and daughters ga 
Who canter, trot, and pace , 

Have rais'd their butter, eggs, and chee 
To dress, and see the Race. 

That poor old wretch, who sprawling li 
And makes such odd grimace : 

She in a barrow carries fruit. 
To revel; fair, and Race : 

But by ill luck, a one-horse chair, 
Which went a swinging pace ; 

This poor old woman overtook, 
As she went to the Race. 

The driver saw she try'd in vain, 
, Her barrow to re-place ; 
S o her and barrow overset. 
And pressed towards the Raee. 

New apples, nuts, and pears lay strew't 
A scramble then took place. 

Between the idle girls and boys. 
Who came to see the Race, 

What boy who runs along so fast, 

His master disobeys ; 
All work and duty quite forgot. 

So he can see the Race 
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TTiat mother who should be at home. 

Her idle turn betrays ; 
^Vith two young infants in her arms. 

She goes to see this Race. 

The people now to yonder stands. 

All flock to get a place ; 
And all impatient are to see. 

This long-expected Race. 

The horses start, the sport begins. 

And all with rapture gaze ; 
The jockies in their party-dress^ 

With joy begin the Rjaqe. , ^ , 

Each panting horse with labour striveis. 

The others to outpace : 
The knowing-ones begin to bet. 

And wager on the K.ace. 

But how it rains, how black the clouds. 
The heavens shower down apace j 

All run and scamper, wet to skin. 
Who canTie to see the Race. 

What means that crash ? what mean those 
That bustle and ama^e ? (screams ? 

I fear yon crowded stand* is faU'n, 
The largest at the Race. . 

Alas ! *tis so. Confusion dire 

Appears in every face ; 
And all lament, and join to wish. 

They ne'er had seen the Race, 
♦ This really happened lately at Lansdowtv R^cej^* 
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Now brokeft limbs, and bruises sad. 
Are seen throughout the place ; 

And numbers from the stand are dragg'd, 
But not to see the Race. 

Amidst tlie hurry which enstres, 

A pick-pocket conveys 
A farmer's watch and purse away^^ 

Who carae to see ihe Race. 

Now as they all go dripping home^ 

What rapirure to retrace. 
Their time, and health, lind money iMt, 

Such joys attend a Race^ 

How tBany a harmless child is brought 

To mis'ry and disgrace. 
Because the parents drink and gatlie. 

And go to every R^ice. 

Then since our time is but 4 spdn^ * 

Our life so short a space ; 
*Tis better lead a sober life. 

While here we run our Race. 

When win our cheerful days rtll <j*^ 

In sweet content and peace ; 
And better blessings wait us still. 

Whene'er — we end oitr ra-ce. 
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THE 

BAD BARGAIN ; 

OR THE 

WORLD SET UP TO SALE. 



I. 

THE devil, as the Scriptures shew. 
Tempts sinful mortals high and low; 
And always acting well his part, 
He suits his bribes to every heart : 
See there the prince of darkness stands. 
With baits for souls in both his hands-. 

II. 

To one he oiSFers empires whole. 
And gives a sceptre for a soul; 
To one he freely gives in barter 
A peerage, or a star and garter ; 
To one he pays polite attention. 
And begs him just to take a pension. 

III. 

Some are so fir'd with love of fame. 
He bribes them by an empty name 5 
For fame they toil, they preach, they write. 
Give alms, or sally forth and fight ; 
Prefer man's praise to God's salvation. 
And $ell their souls for reputation, 
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IV. 

But the^ gte&l gift, the mighty bribe 
Which Satan pours amid the tribe, 
Which thousands seize Witii eager haste. 
And all desire at least to taste. 
Is — ^plodding reader, — what d'ye think ? 
Alas, — 'tis money— «iOHey — chink. 

Round ihe wide world the tempter flie«^ * 
Presents to view the glittering prize j 
See how he goes from shore to shore. 
And how the nations all adore : 
Souls flt>Gk by thousands to be solclj 
Smit with the love of filthy gold. 

VL 

See at yon needy tradesman's shop^ 
The universal tempter stop^ 

* Wouldst thou' he cries * increase thy treaeurc^^ 
Use lighter weights, and scantier measure^ 
Thus shalt thou thrive;' the trader'^ wiUiqgi 
And selk his soul to get a shillitig. 

VII. 

Next Satan to a farmer hies, 

* I scoro to cheat,' the farmer cries ; 
Yet his whole heart on wealth was bent. 
And so the devil was content j 

Now markets rise, and riches roU, 
And Satan quite secures his «ouK 

Mark 
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VIH. 

: next yon cheerfuljouth ao joUy^ 
nd of laughter and of folly , 
ates a stingy, griping fellow, 
ets each day a little mellow : 
tan too hesell&his.«oul 
rter for a flowing howL 

IX. 

Satan tries each different state, 
mighty bribes he tempts the ^reat, 
foor with equal force he pUcs^ 
nns them with anhumbler prize; 
jemle arts for young beginners 
fouler sins for older sinners. 

X. 

)o he cheats our mortal eyes, 
atan father is of lies ; 
usand swindling irkk^^he plays us^ 
promises, but never pays us ; ' 
we, poor fools, are strangely caught, 
ind we've sold our souls tor nought. 

XI. 

)ft. With quite a ju^gler^s art, 
ds the profiet'd gift depart; 
pleasure seti before our face, 
claps a trouble in it's place ; 
some huge loss instead of gain, 
:onjures rapture into pain. 
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XII. 

Be wise then, oh, ye worldly tribe. 
Nor sell your conscience for a bribe ; 
When Satan tempts you to begin. 
Resist him, and refuse to sin : 
Bad is their bargain on the whole. 
Who gain the worM and lose a soul. 



THE 

HONEST MILLER 

OF GLOCES TERHHIRE. 

A TRU£ BALLAD. 



OF all the callings, and the trades 
Whiqh ih our land abound, 
The miller's is aji useful sure 
As can on earth be found. 

The Lord or 'Squire of high degree 

Is needful to the state. 
Because he lets the land he owns 

In farms both small and great. 

The farmer he manures the land. 
Or else what corn could grow? 

The ploughman cuts the furrow deep. 
Ere he begms to sov; • 
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d tho' no wealth he has, except 
The labour of his hands ; 
: honest industry's as good 
^s houses or as lands. 

t thresher he is useful too 

7o all who like to eat; 

less he winnow'd well the corn. 

The chaff wou'd spoil the wheat. 

: vain the 'Squire's and Farmer's care, 
^nd vain the Thresher's toil ; 
d vain wou'd be the ploughman's pains 
»Vho harrows up the soil ; 

vain without the miller's aid. 
The sowing and the dressing; 
m sure an honest miller he 
Vlust be a public blessing, 

d such a miller now I make 
The subject of my song, 
lich tho' it shall be very truc^ 
Jhall not be very long. 

is miller lives in Glo'stershire, 
shall not tell his nanie; 
• those who seek the praise of God, 
desire no other fame. 

last hard winter — who forgets 
fhe frost of ninety. five? ' /:'; 

sn was all dismal scarce and dcati 
\nd no poor man could lYiivy^. 
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ITien husbandry long time stood Sttill, 

And work was at a stand : 
To make the matter worse, the mills' / 

Were froze throughout the land. 

Fast by a living stream it was 

Our miller's lot to dwell, 
AVhich flow'd amain when others froze^ 

Nor never stopped the mill. 

The clamorous people came from far 

This favoured mill to find ; 
Both rich and poor our miller sought, 

.For none but he could grind- 

His neighbours cry'd, * Now miller seize 

The time to heap up storp. 
Since thou of young and helpless bahea 

Hast got full half a score.' 

For folks, when tempted to grow rich 

By means not ever nice ; 
Oft make their num'rous babes a plesi 

To sanctify the vice. 

Our miller scorn'd such counsel base. 
And when he ground the grain, 

AVith stedfast hand refus'd to touch 
Beyond his lawful gain. 

' When God afflicts the land,' said he, 
. Shall I afflict it more ? 
And watch for times of public woe 
To wrong boi\v i\c\v ^xv^ ^^w\ . 
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• Thankful to that Almighty powV 

Who makes my river flow. 
1*11 use the means he gives to sooth 
A hungry neighbour's woe. 

* My river flows when others freeze^ 

But 'tis at his command : 
For rich and poor I'll grind alike. 
No bribe shall stain my hand.' 

So all the country who had corn 
Here found their wants redress'd , 

May evety village in the land 
Qq with such millers blest! 



Z, 
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ROGUISH MILLER; 

OK 

NOTHING GOT BY CHEATIKG. 

A TRUE BALLAD. 



A MILLER there was, and he livM at his Mi!?, 
Which was built on a stream at the foot of a 
hill. 
He cheated all day and he drank all the night. 
For cheating and drinking was all his delight ; 
While his moments in tippling unheeded did roll, 
This still was bis saying — oe sure to take toll. 

Whoevjfr 
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Whoever sent corn to be ground at his Mill, 
He spoilt it, he chang'd it, he pilfer'd it still; ' 
In \illainy thus along course he did run, 
for he fancy'd that cheating was very good fun. • 
He car'd not what came of his body or soul. 
While this was hik saying — 1*11 always take toll. 

If you sent a full sack of good corn to his Mill, 

A sack of bad flour he sent you back stilly 

For he fancy *d that when he the wheat had once 

ground, 
The difference wou'd not be easily found: 
Now to change good for bad was as if he had stole, 
And he not only chang'd— but always took tolL 

The neighbours oft sent him their rnoQey lo pay, 
But he always refused it and sent it away ; 
Had he taken the money he*d have got but his due, 
But the payment that's lawful for him would not do; 
What was honestly his he despis'd on the whole, ■ 
Because he got more from — the taking of toll. 

One day when a Farmer had sent a good sack 
Of his corn to be ground, and then sent for it 

back ; 
He call'd to his man and demanded straightway, 
If for this he had taken the toll on that day. 
The man straight declar'd, that tho' nought he had 

stole. 
Yet that he had taken— the full of the toll. 

He then call'd his maid, and he ask'd her gooi 
lack, 

If toll she had taken from that very sack; 

She declar'd that she had, but he fund of pelf, 

Said, for fear that vou shou'd not, I'll take it my- 
self; 

So 
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So rashly he ventured the loss of his soul, 

And mended his practice — by thrice taking toll. ^ 

At length he grew bolder and bolder in sin. 
And cneating he deeper and deeper got in; 
Of Satan, alas! he was quite at the beck, 
Where he first took a pound he at length took a 

peck. 
No church he frequented to pray for his soul. 
Who wou'd might go thither — so" he could take 

toll. 

The Farmer, the Squire, the Parson likewise 
Agreed to observe him with still keener eyes ; 
But the Justice he cheated to such a degree. 
That no longer with patience his frauds cou'd he 

see ; 
So he sent him to jail by the Law's just controu!. 
And a mittimus paid him — for taking of toil. 

Come all honest Millers whoever you be, 
And listen to counsel that's given by me ; 
Be content, like fair tradesmen, with moderate 

gains. 
And look for a lawful reward of yoiir pains ; 
If 'tis paid you in money be pleas'd on the whole, 
And if you take any — take moderate toll. 

O ! seek not each way to defraud that you can. 
Nor cheat in the flour, nor cheat in the bran ; 
Be honest, and all men will flock to your Mill, 
And tho' others want custom, your's ne'er will 

stand still. 
And when to your Maker you give up your soul. 
You'll rejoice that you always — took moderate toll. 
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PATIENT JOE ; 

OR THE 

NEWCASTLE COLLIER. 



HAVE you heard of a Collierofhonest renown, 
Who dwelt on the borders of Newcastle town? 
His name it was Joseph — you better may know 
It I tell you he always was call'd Patient JoE. 

Whatever betided he thought it was risht, 

And Providence still he kept ever in sight ; 

To those who love God, let things turn as they 

wou'd 
He was certain that all work'd together for good* 

He prais'd his Creator whatever befel ; 

How thankful was Joseph when matters went well ? 

How sincere were his carols of praise for good 

health. 
And how grateful for any increase in his wealth ! 

In trouble he bow*d him to God*s holy will ; 
How contented was Joseph when matters went ill ! 
When rich and when poor he alike understood 
l^hat all things together were working for good« 

If the land was afflicted with war, he declar'd 
'Twas a needful correction for sins which he shar'd ; 
And when merciful Heaven bid slaughter to cease. 
How thankful was Joe for the blessings of peace ! 

When 
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''hen taxes ran high, and'provisions were dear, 
ill Joseph declared he had nothing to fear ; 
was hut a trial he well understood, 
om hitn, who made all work together for good. 

ho' his wife was but sickly, his gettings but 

small, 
mind so submissive prepar'd him for all ; 
e liv*d on his gains were they greater or less, 
nd the Giver he ceas'd not each moment to bless. 

^hen another child came he received him with joy f- 
nd Providence bless'd who had sent him a boy; 
ut when the child dy*d — said poor Joe I'm con- 
tent, 
)r God had a right to recal what he lent, 

was Joseph's ill-fortune to work in a pit 
^ith'some who believ'd that profaneness was wit ; 
^hen disasters befel him much pleasure they 

shew'd, 
nd laugh'd and said — * Joseph, >vil I this work for 

good?" 

ut ever when these wou'd profanely advance 
hat this happened by luck, and thai happened by 

chance, 
ill Joseph insisted no chance cou'dbe found, 
ot a sparrow by accident falls to the ground. 

mong his companions who work'd in the pit, 
nd made him the butt of their profligate wit, 
/"as idle Tim Jenkins, whp drapk and who gam'd, 
/"ho mock'd at his Bible, and was not asham'd. 

ne day at the pit his old comrades he found, 
ffd they chatted, preparing to go u nder ground ; 



32 Patient JoCj, or the Kewcastie Collier, 

Tim Jenkins, as usual, was turning to jest 
Joes notion — thait all things which happen'd wcrt 
best. 

As Joe on the ground had unthinkingly laid 
His provision iur dinner of bacon and bread, 
A dog on the watch seiz'd the bread and the meat, 
And ofF with his prey ran with footsteps so fleet. 

Now to see the delight that Tim Jenkins exprctt! 

• Is the loss of thy dinner too, Joe, for the uest?* 
« No doubt on't,' said Joe, • *but as I must ea^ 

• 'Ti$ my duty to try to recover my meat.' 

So saying he followed the dog along round. 

While Tim laughing and swearing, went down 1 

under ground ;, . 
Poor Joe soon retum'd, tho' his bacon was lost, 
For the dog a good dinner had made at his cost. 

When Joseph came back, he expected a sneer, 
But the face of each Collier spoke horror and 

fear; 
What a narrow escape hast thou had, they all said, 
The pit^ is fall'n in, and Tim Jenkins is dead ! 

How sincere was the gratitude Joseph exprcss'd ! 
How warm the compassion which glow'dinWs 

breast! 
Thus events great and small, if aright understood, 
Will be iound to be working together for good. 

• When my meat,* Joseph cry'd, • was juil; now 

stol'n away. 
And I had no prospect of eating to-day, 
How coul'd it appear to a short-sighted sinner, # 
That my life woul'd be sav'd by the loss of my 

dinner?" Z. 
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THE 



Middle Ways the best 



rHERE is one Truth in life 
(It holds in ev'ry Station) 
iV^hich IVe often told my wife. 
And now Til tell the nation* 
This truth if none did hate Sir; 
'Twould set the land at rest ; 
Tis — whether in Church or ^tate, Sir, 
That the middle way's the best. 

^ow some are stiff Dissenters, 

And some are Churchmen strong 5 
Thus each to differ ventures. 

But each is a little wrong: 
^nd thus they part asunder 

As far as East and West : 
!" say they boih do blander. 

For the middle way's the best. 

\nd some they get so Roya^ 
They're thougiit in Kingly pay : 

\nd some are so disloyal. 
They frighten us ev'ry day. 

\nd thus they part asunder. 
As far as East and West : 

Tsay they bol/i do blunder, 

m for the middle way's the best. 

O The 
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The People, some have told us. 

Have quite a voice divine : 
^hile other's come and scold us. 

And say we're a herd of swine ; 
And thus they part asunder. 

As faf as East and We.st : 
/ say they botit do blunder. 

For the middle way's the best. 

With some thfe present rage is. 

To pulldown King and Peer: 
While some will raise no wage s^ 

Tho' bread is ever so dear. 
And thus they part asunder. 

As far as East and West: 
/ say they both do blunder, 

For the middle way's the best. 

Some do so push the War Sir, 

I'm sure it ne'er would cease ; 
While others all fighting abhor Sir, 

Till they're ready to fight for peac^. 
And thus they part asunder. 

As far as East and West ; 
/ say they both do blunder. 

For the middle way's the best. 

In church too I declare Sir, 

Where most we should be mild. 

It makes a Christian stare Sir, 
To see how we run wild. 
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For here (tho' I would mind sir 

True zeal be not repre&s'd), 
I'm sure we often find Sir, 

ITiat the middle way's the best. 

Thus some so boast of Reason^ 

ITiat Faith is quite decry 'd ; 
While others commit High Treason, 

Through laying all reason aside. 
And thus they part asunder, 

As far as East and West : 
/ say they" both do blunder, 

For the middle way's the best 

Then one disdains all Charity, 

And draws his Creed so tight \ 
While some, without disparity. 

Say every Creed is right. 
And" thus ihei^ part asunder, 

As far as .East and West : 
/ say they both do blunder, 

For the middle way's the best. 

Some urge Predestination, 

Till they make me quite sit stilly 
Some, hot with indignation, 

Arfe all for mere Free-will. 
And thus they part asunder. 

As far as East and West: 
I say they both do blunder, 

For the middle way's the best. 

Theu 
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Tlien one so moral solely. 

Religion's out of view; 
And one is all so holy. 

He can't be moral too. 
And thub they part asunder. 

As far as East and West: 
I say they both do blunder. 

For the middle way's the best. 

Some get so warm and zealous. 

Each Fancy seems, '* a Call/' 
And some so stiff and jealous, 

They shew no zeal at all. 
And thus they part asunder. 

As far as East and West : 
7 say they both do blunder, 

For the middle way's the best. 

Some think they see futurity. 

Turn Prophets and foretell! 
Some gropmg in obscurity, 

Foisee not heaven and hell. 
And thus they part asunder. 

As far as East and West : 
/ say they both do blunder. 

For the middle way's the best 

Some soar after spirituality, 

With mild unmeaning flight; 
Some rest in mere morality. 

And know no Christian light. 
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\nd thus they part asunder. 

As far as East and West : 
r say they both do blunder 

For the middle way's the best. 

One thinks our faith a Bubbk, 

Doubts all but what he sees i 
And one, to save all trouble. 

Believes just what you please. 
And so they part asunder, 

As far as East and West: 
I say they both do blunder, 

For the middle way's the best* 

And thus, by soothing Rhymes sir, 
For fear the truth should grate, 

I've published all our Crimes sir. 
In Church as well as State: 

So now, from this December, 
I trust the Land will rest; 

And Britains' sons renicmber, 

. That the middle way's the best. 
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THE 

HACKNEY COACHMAN ; 

OR 

THE WAY TO GET A GOOD 

To ihe tunt t^ * I wish I was a Fiibennant' &c. 



I AM a bold coachman and drive a good Hack, 
With a coat of five capes that quite coven 
vay back ; 
And my wife keeps a sausage-shop not many miles 
From the narrowest alley in all Broad St, Giles. 

Tho' poor, we are honesty and very content^ 
We pay as we go for meat, drink, and for rent; 
To work all the week I am able and willing, 
I never get drunk, and I waste not a shilling. 

What the' at a tavern my gentleman tarries. 
Why the coachman grows richer than he whom htt 

carries ; 
And I'd rather (said I) since it saves me from sin. 
Be the Driver without than the Toper within. 

For the dram-shop I hate, and the dram-drinking 

friend, 
Ye\ I'm not quite so good but I wish I may mend; 
I repent of my sins, since we arc all deprav'd. 
For a coachman, I liold, has a soul to be sav'd. 

When a riotous multitude fills up a street," 

And the greater part know not, boys, wherefore 

they meet ; 
Jf I see there is mischief I never go there. 
Let others get tipsy, so \ ^<^\. tcoj w^. 
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)w tp church if I take some good lady to pray, 
grieves me full sore to be kept quite away ; 
' i step thro' the door-way, tor here 'tis the sin, 
> loiter without, when one might enter in. 

len my glasses are whole, and my coach is so 

neat, 
im alwavsthe first to be call'd in the street; 
id Vm known by the namei (*tis a name rather 

rart) 
f the Coachman that never asks more than his 

fare. 

lo' my beasts should be dull, yet I don't use them 

ill; 
lo' they stumble I swear not, nor cut them up 

hill; 
>r 1 firmly believe there's no charm in an oath 

lat can make a Nag trot, when to walk he is loth 

• 

nd tho' I'm a Coachman, I'll freely confess 
beg oi my Maker my labours to bless ; 
praise him each morning, and pray every night, 
[id 'tis this makes my heart feel so cheerful and 
light. 

^hen I drive to a Fun'ral I care not for drink, 

bat is not the moment to guzzle, but think ; 

nd I wish I coad add, Dotb of Coachman a)id 

Master, 
bat boih of us strove to amend a bit faster; 

Z. 




\ 



40 



. . THE 

MARKET WOMAN, 

OR 

UONESTT IS THE BEST P0UC7. 

A TRUI TALK. 



AFARxMER's Wife to market went 
On every Market Day ; 
She carried butter, pork and Qg^s,^ 
The Farmer carried hay. 

Throughout the Parish >vhere she liv'd 
For fraud she was renown'd j 

And oft her Butter scarcely weighed 
Twelve Ounces to the pound. 

In making Cheese her practice stiU 

Was very much the same ; 
S!ie sold it for the very best. 

But stole away the cream. 

She ]ik*d to flaunt in gowns so gay. 

And laces fine and thin : 
And what is worst* than all the rest. 

She lik'd a littU^gin. 

She knew not where to get the Cash 

To pay for all she bought; 
So robb*d her butter and her cheese. 

Which v^as a \«\cked thought. 



TKe Market Woman. 41 

She seldom went to Parish Church 

Except to shew her dress ; 
But spent the Sunday afternoon. 

In Sin and Idleness. 

This is a rule you'll always fini 

Full nine times out of ten ; 
Ihat those who don't their Maker €erve 

Will not be just to Men. 

Now who but she at every Fair, 

Both near and far away ? 
Die Squire's own lady was not half 

So flaunting and so gay. 

At every revel, every dance 

For many miles around. 
At every sound of fiddle heard 

She constantly was found. 

! Shame to female modesty 

That ever wife or Maid^ 
Shou'd to an Ale-house dancing go, 

Where oft they are be tray *d ! 

tier only thought was to contrive 

That money might not foil. 
For this her Pork was fed on grainSj 

Her eggs were always stale. 

Her husband was an honest Man 

And did not know her tricks; 
For tho' he felt that he grew poor. 

The blame he would not fix, 

D 2 ^^i^^ 
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The neighbours ceas'd to buy her goods, 

So she to market went ; 
And if she brought some money home 

Her husband was content. 

The people of the town remarked 

Her butter still grew less ; 
And to the Market Bailiff went. 

The evil to redress. 

Next Market day the Bailiff came 

And walk'd his usual round; 
And soon liis watchful eye he fix*d 

Upon her slender pound. 

With terror equal to her guilt. 

She marked his watchful eyes ; 
And saw him now prepared to weigh 

Her pound much under size. 

AVhat's to be done ? — ^Within her purse 

A hoarded crown piece lay; 
She plung'd it in the butter deep. 

Unseen then bid him weigh! 

He found the butter heavier far 

Than he at first believ'd ; 
And said, ** In truth the Woman's just. 

And 2 have been deceived.*' 

A Farmer's wife who saw her take 
The crown piece from her purse; 

Resolv'd to bring her now to shame. 
And make tiv^ u«AX.^t >NOt&^. 
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She told the Bailiff what she saw. 
Who searched the butter .trait ; 

And there he found the silver piece 
Which made such heavy weight. 

Now brought at length to public shamt 

This Market dame did cry, 
" I find that Honesty at last 

Is TRUEST policy." 

Now from this day the Market she 

No more to enter dar'd; 
For none to' buy her cheating goods. 

From that day ever car'd. 

Her husband would notJive with one 

Of such an evil name; ^ 
For tho' not rich he valued much 

A Farmer's honest fame. 

May all who read good warning take'! 

May every Farmer's Wife, 
Live sober, keep an honest name. 

And lead a spotless life ! 

O never think to keep your fame 

By following sinful pleasures; 
Nor hope to gain an honest name 

ByJawless weights and measures. 



I . 
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THE 

PLOW-BOY'S 

DREAM- 



I AM a Plow*boy stout and stroogi 
As ever drove a team ; 
And three years since a-sleep in bed 
I had a dreadful dream : 

And, as that ^ream has done me goed^ 

I've got it u]j^ in rhyme: 
That ouier boys may read and sing 

My dream, when they have time. 

Methought I drove my master's team, 
With Dobbin, Ball, and Star: 

Before a stiff and handy plough^ 
As all itiy master's are : 

But found the ground was bak'd so hard^ 
And more like brick than clay, 

I could not cut my furrow clean^ 
Nor would my beasts obey. 

The more I whipt, and la^h'd, and swore^ 

The less my cattle stirr'd ; 
Dobbin laid down, and Ball, and Star^ 

They kick'd and snorted hard: 
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When lo ! above me a bright youth 

Did seem to hang in air. 
With purple wings and golden wand. 

As angels painted are. 

^ Give over, cruel wretch,' he cry'd, 

* Nor thus thy beasts abuse ; 
rhink, if the ground was not too hard. 

Would they their work refuse ? 

Besides, I heard thee curse and swear, " \ 

As if dumb beasts could know 
What all thy oaths and curses meant, 

Or better for them go. 

But tho' they know not, there is One, 

Who knows thy sins full well, 
And what shall be thy after doom. 

Another shall thee tell.* 

\io more he said, but light as air 

He vanished from my sight ; 
And with him. went the sun*s bright beams. 

And all was dark midnight. 

The thunder roarM from under ground. 

The earth it seem'd to gape ; 
Blue flames broke forth, and in those flames 

A dire gigantic shape. 

^ Soon shall I call thee mine,' it cry'd. 
With voice so dread and deep. 

That quiv'ring like an aspen leaf 
I waken'd from my ^leep. 



\ 
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And tho* I found it but a dream. 

It left upon my miiid. 
That dread -of sin, that fear of Gov, 

Which all should wish to Jind { 

For sihce that honr IVc never ^ar'd 

To use my, cattle ill, - 
And ever fear'd to curse and swear. 

And hope to do to still. 
Now ponder well, ye Plow-boys all. 

The dream that l have told ; 
And if it works such change in you, 

Tis worth its wetgbt in gold j 

For should you think it falfe or true. 

It matters not one pin. 
If you bat deeds of mercy shew. 

And keep your souls fiom sin. 



i; 
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GRAVESTONE; 

BEING AN ACCOUNT 

{Supposed t0 be written on a Graifesione)^ 

" a Wife who buried both her Children on one 
Day^, and who, from that time, became a, very 
devout Christian. 

WITH A SUITABLB 

Idress to Tliose who may be Atle7Hiing a 

Funeral. 



I ERE rests in peace a christian wife 
Safe from the cares and ills of life ; • 
lught by kind Heaven's afflicting rod, 
e well had learnt her way to God. 
ire a gay girl, she trod the green, 
le foremost in the festive scene ; 
was then she foUow'd all her will, 
id wedded William of the hill : 
) heart had he for prayer and praise; 
> thought of God's most holy ways, 
' worldly gains he lov'd to speak, 
worldly cares he spent his week : 
*n Sunday passed unheeded by, 
id both forgot that they must die. 
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Willie thus by Satan quite beguil'dt 
The God of Mercy smote her child ; 
Bereft of one sweet infant dear. 
She shed the mother's mournful tear;- 
A second next she tried to save. 
Then bore the second to the grave; 
Both on one day the parent led 
To silent mansions of the dead. 
There, while she wept her childrens* fat^ 
She learnt to feel her mortal state ; 
Stood pondering all her errors past. 
As if that day had been her last. 
And as she held the mournful bier, 
Dropt for herself a secret tear. 
Once she belie v'd her sins were few. 
But thts one moment cleared her view; 
Then first she felt a Saviour's need, 
A sinner in thought, word, and deed! 
Of lier own worth she ceas'd to dream. 
For Christ's redemption was her theme. 
Henceforth her ways were order'd right, 
{he " walk'd by faith, and not by sight;" 
She read Gc)d's word, believ'd it true. 
And strove to practice what she knew. 

Her husband saw the mighty change, 
And thought at first her humour strange ; 
Decm'd his own worldly ways the. best — 
But soon his error stood confest. 
Ceas'd is the noise, the Jarring strife. 
For now how humble is the wife ! 
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Fie proudly feels each cross event, 
IVhile she, poor sinner, is content; 
SJo more she has her stubborn will, 
Returns him daily good for ill : 
And though her love is still the same, 
She loves him with a purer flame, 
Dft would she pray the God of grace 
His lofty spirit to abase ; 
Upward his grovelling thoughts to raise, 
And teach him humble prayer and praise^ 
Heaven beard her voice — the youth so gay, 
The thoughtless sinner learnt to pray: 
Sad sickness too, with pain and smart. 
Was sent to soften all his heart. „ 

She followed next her husband's bier. 
She wip'd hia last repenting tear ; 
She heard him mojurn his. former pride; 
She heard him thank her when he died. 
Here, then, in hope of endless life. 
Rest both the husband and the wife : 
Here too, the babes, whom God both given, 
And such, we trust, shall enter heaven. 

ADDRESS 
TO PERSONS ATTENDING A FUNERAL. 

YE mourners who in silent gloona 
Bear your dear kindred to the tomb. 
Grudge not when christians go to rest. 
They sleep in Jesus and are blest. 
Call then to mind their faith, their lov<i^ 
Their meekness for the tea\wis ^on^v 



50 A7/?:f Diony Slits and Squire Damocles. 

And if to heaven a saint is fled, | 

() mourn the livir.g, not the dead : 
\Vecp o'er the thousands that remain 
iXep sunk in sin, or rack'd with painj * 
Mourn your own crimes and wicked wayS, | 
And Iciirn to number all'jour days: 
Gain wisdom from this mournful stone^ .: 
And make this christian's case your owo, 
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KING DIONYSIUS 

AND 

SQUIRE DAMOCLES; 
,/ XEW 60NG ON AN OLD STOM, 

Proper 4o be swig at all Feasts and Merry Makinp, 



^ S ^IIERE was a heathen inan^ sir, 
A Belonging to a*kingi^. 
And s'.ill it was his plan, sit'i 
To covet every thing. 

And if you don't believe me^ 
ni name him if you. please,, 

For let me not deceive ye, 
'Twas one Squire Damocles*. 

lie thought that jolly living 

Must every joy afford. 
And knew of no misgiving, 

While round Oa^ k^lw^V^o^t^. 
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'e wanted to be great, sir. 

And teed on fare delicious ; 
nd have his feasts i\\ state, sir. 

Just like King Dionysius. 

he king, to. cure his longing, 

Prepared *a feast so fine, 
Tiat all the colirt were thronging 

To see the courtier dine. 

Lnd there to tempt his eye, sir, 

Was fish, and flesh, and fowl; 
Lnd when he was a-dry, sir. 

He had a brimming bowl. 

Tor did the king forbid' him 

From drinking all he could ; 
^he monarch never chid him. 

But fiird him with his food. 

), then, to see the pleasure 

Squire Damocles exprest! 
Twas joy beyond rfl measure ; 

Was ever man so blest? 

^\i\i greedy eyes the Squire 

Devoured each costly dainty ; 
Tou'd think he did aspire 

To eat as much as twenty. 

Jut just as he prepared, sir. 

Of bliss to take his swing ; 
), how the man was scared, sir, 

^Y this so cruel king! 
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When he to eat intended» 

Lo! just above hishead» 
He spied a sword suspended 

All by a siiigte thread. 

How did it change the feasting 

To wormwood and to gall. 
To think, while lie was tasting. 

The pointed sword might faU. 

Then in a mbment^s time, sir^ 
lie loath'd the luscious feast ; 

And dreaded as a crime, sir. 
The brimming bowl to taste. 

Xow, if you're for applying 

The story I have told ; 
I think there's no denying 

Tis worth it's weight in gold. 

Ye gay, who view this stranger. 

And pity his sad case; 
And think there was great danger 

In such a fearful place ; 

Come let this awful truth 
In all your minds be stor'd ; 

To each intemperate youth 
Dvjath is that pointed sword.. 

And tho' you see no reason 
To check your mirth at all; 

In some sad drunken season 
The sword on you may falJ. 



Jeariij while at your ease 
'Vou drink down drattght§ delicious^ 
► think of Damocles, ''*' ' 

-A.iid old king Dionysius', 

Z: 
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THE 

OOD MILITIA-MAN; 

OR THE 

JUAN THAT IS WORTH A HOST. 

BiEUNG A NEW SONG, 
By Honest Dan the Plow-boy, turned Soldier. 



I WAS a plough-boy tall, sir. 
My oame was honest Dan ; 
But at my cotnjtfy's call, sir, / 
I've turn'd Militia Man. 

So on our Jittle green, sir. 

Away from all the mire, 
I daily now am seen, sir. 

To cock, present], and fipe.-. -'' 

In regimentals bright, sir. 

Of scarlet I do shine, 
AVith, hair tied up so tight, 5ir 3 

And whiten'xi .all sonn^. 

E 2 ' Of 
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Of maidens not a few, sir, - ■ - 
Come crouding round the green"; 

And so do parents too, sir ; 
The children push between. 

There like a soldier, prime, sir, 
I march both cjuick and slow ; 

I stamp my foot m time, sir. 
And then kick up my toe. 

Mean while with sound so grand, sir, 
They beat the rum — drum — drum , 

Till all our valiant band, sir. 

Do wish the French would come. 

But stop — methinks 'tis wrong, sir. 
To talk this swelling stufFj 

For no true Soldier's song, sir. 
Should deal in empty puflF. 

I'll give you tljen a spice, sir, 
(Oh ! now you'll like my plaD>) 

Of sound and good advice, sir. 
For each Militia Man. 

First, then, be sound at heart, sir. 

Be loyal, says my song ; 
And nobly act your part, sir. 

To right your couniry!s wrong. 

Yet let no Soldier hold, sir^ 

He merely need be stout. 
And blunt, and brave, and bold, sir. 

And mad to fight it out. 

Y 
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Your Soldier of true stamp, sir. 

Is not like brutish cattle ; 
And he'll be good in camp, sijr^ 

As well as good in battle. 

Unlike the looser herd, sir, 

Each vice he'll try to crush ; 
Nor will h^ speak a word, sir. 

To make a maiden blush. 

Nor will he shew hfs spunk; sir, 

By turning jolly fellow ; 
He never will be drunk, sir. 

No, no— nor yet be mellow. 

He counts it quite a shame, sir. 

To hear a soldier swear ; 
'Tis what King Qeorge would blame, sir. 

No doubt if he was there. 

Nor does he laugh and grin, sir„ 

At these as petty things ; 
Your swearing is a sin, sir. 

Against the King of Kings. 

For be it understood, sir, • 

He says with honest Dan, 
*' The Soldier can't be good, sir. 

While wicked is the man." 

Now should some saucy tongue, sir. 

Here stop me for a toast,* 
I'll give the man I've sung, sir, 

" The man that's worth a host' • 

Z. 
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LADY AND THE FYE, 

OR 

Kf^'CW THYSELF. 

t ' • 

A WORTHY Sqwire of 5ober lifc^ : 
Had a conceited boz^tfiiig wi*€ ; 

Of him she daily made ccwplaiiot : 

Herself she thought a very saint. 

She lov'd to load mankind with blame. 

And on their errors birild b^r fame 

Her favourite .s.ubject of dispute 

Was five and the fofbidden fr^iit. 

" Had I been Eve, ^ she often cried, 

** Man had ppt fafl'-a t^or }iJWfmx died; 

I still had kept the xwT'ders giv^en. 

Nor for an apple Jpsit Rly feeiiveni 

To gratify my .ouriQvis ^\^ 

I ne'er had ruin'd all. mankind j 

Nor from a vain desire to kuaw, 

Eutaii'd on all my race such voe." 
The Squire reply -d,-^ IfHat *^5s tri^e. 

The same ill spirit lives iriyou; ' 

Tempted alike, I dare belieHe, 
I You would have. di«)bcy Id. like Eve,-' 
* The lady storm"'d und ;still 'deny ?d 

Both curiosity. anrjd^rid;^.. . *.. . 

The 
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The Squire some future day at dinner, 
Resolv'd to try this boastful sinner ; 
He griev'd such vanity posse st her. 
And thus in serious terms address'd her': 
" Madam, the usual splendid teast 
Willi which our weddmg day is grac'd, 
With you I must not share to-day. 
For business summons me away. 
Of all the dainties I've prepared, 
I beg not any may be spar'd ; 
Indulge in every costly dish ; 
Enjoy, 'tis what I really wish ; 
Only observe one prohibition. 
Nor thiak it a severe condition ; 
On one small dish which cover'd stands. 
You must not dare to lay your hands ; 
Go — disobey not on your life, 
Or henceforth you're no more my wife.*^ 

The treat was serv'd, the Squire was gone. 
The murm'ring lady din'd alone; 
She saw whatever could grace a feast. 
Or charm the eye, or please the taste ; 
But while she rang'd from this to that. 
From ven'son haunch to turtle fat ; 
On one small dish she chanc'd to light. 
By a deep cover hid from sight : 
** O ! here it is — yet not for me ! 
I must not taste, nay, dare not see ; 
Why place it there ? or why forbid 
That I so much as lift the lid ? 



Prohibited of this to eat, 

I care not for the sumptuous treat ; 

I wonder if 'tis fo w 1 or fish. 

To know what's there I merely wish. 

I'll look — O no, I lose for ever. 

If I'm betray 'd my husband's favour. 

I own I think it vastly hard. 

Nay, tyranny, to be debarred, 

John you may go*^the wine's decanted, 

I'Jl ring or call you when you're wanted." 

Now left alone, she waits no longer. 

Temptation presses more and stronger. 

" ril peep — the harm can ne'er be much. 

For though I peep, I will not touch j 

Why I'm forbid to lift this cover 

One glance will tell and then 'tis over. 

My husband's absent, so is John, 

My peeping never cau be known.'* 

Trembling, she yielded to her wish. 

And rais'd the cover from the diih : 

She starts — for lo ! an open pye 

From which six living sparrows fly. 

She calls, she screams, with wild surprise, 

" Haste John and catch these birds," she cri^sj 

John hears not, but to crown her shaniei 

In at her call her husband came. 

Sternly he frown'd as thus he spoke, 

«* Thus is your vow'd allegiance broke ! 

Self-ign'rance led you to believe 

You did not share the sin of Eve, • 

Like her's, how blest was your condition I 

How small my getv\\e ^to\\\\iVC\ow\ 
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Yet yoii5 tho' fed with every daiftty. 
Sat pining In the midst of plenty: 
This dish, that singled frwn the fest, 
Of your obedience was: the test ; 
Yomr miwd, UAbroke by self-denial. 
Could not sustain this slender trial. 
Humility from hence be taught. 
Learn candour to another's fault : 
Go know, like pve, from this sad dinner. 
You're both^ vain and curious siimer/' 

Z. 



ROBERT AND RICHARD; 

OR THE 

GHOST OF POOR MOLLY. 

WHO WAS OROWNEB IN RICHARD*S MILL-POND. 

To the Tune of Collin's Mulberry Tree. 



Q^UOTH Richard to Bob. «* let things go as 
, tbey vmU, 
Ot pleasure and fun I will still have my fill; 
In frolic and mirth I see nothing amis. 
And tho' I get tipsy, what harm is in this? 

** For e'en Solomon says, and I vow he says true, 
*« Rejoice, O young man, in the days of thy youth," 
*• I am glad (answered Bob) you're of Solomon's 

creed, 
But I beg, if you quote him, yotfU ^V^^sfc^v^^j^^- 

ceed; 



\v 



^ Robert and Sichard. 
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** For God (as the wise man continues to sing) 
Thy soui in^o judgment for all this will bring. 
Thus a man may get plung'd in a woeful abyss» 
By chusmg to say. Pray what harm is in thisf 

** Come, come (says gay Richard), don't grudge 

mica cup; 
I'm resolvM, while I'm able, 1*11 still keep it up; 
Lt*t did greybeards deny that in frolics there's bliss, 
I'll game, love, and drink — and what harm is in 

thur 

Says Robert, " I grant if you live for to-day, 
You may game, love, and drink, and may frolic 

away; 
But then, my dear Dick, I again must contend, 
That the WiseMan has bid us — remember the end.** 

Says Richard, " when sickness or pee^^sh old age 
Shall advance to dismiss me from life's merry stage, 
Repentance just then, boy, may not be aniiss, 
But while young I'll be jolly, what harm is in 
thisr 

They parted ; and Richard his pastimes begun, 
'Twas Richard the Jovial, the soul of all fun ; 
£ach dancing bout, drinking bout, Dick would 

attend. 
And he sung and he swore, n^r once thought of the 

end. 

Young Molly he courted, the pride of the plain. 
He promised her marriage, but promised in vain; 
She trusted his vows, but she soon was( undone. 
And when she fell weeping he thought k good fun. 

Thus scorn'd by her Richard sad Molly run wild, 
And roam*dthtuug\vx\\<i viood^ v^itli her destitute 
child J . ^ 
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'Till poor Molly and Molly's poorbaby were found, 
--One evening in Richard's own mill-pond both 
drown'd. 

Then his conscience grew troubled by night and 

by day, 
But its clamour he drown'd in more drink and , 

more play; 
Still Robert exhorted, and like a true friend. 
He warn'd him, he pray'd him, to think on thtend* 

• 

Now disturb'd in his dreams poor Molly each night 
With her babe stood before him ; how sad was tiic 

sight I 
O how ghastly she look*d as she bade him attend, 
And so awfully told him, " Remember the end." 

She talk'd of the woes and unquenchable fire 
Which await the gay sinner, the drunkard, and liar; 
How he ruin'd more maidens she bade him beware. 
Then she wept, and she groan'd, and she vanisb'd 
in air. 

Now bpggar'd by gaming, distempered by drfnk. 
Death star'd in his face, yet he dar'd nor. to think; 
Despairing of mercy, despising all truth, 
He dy'd or old age in the prime of his youth. 

On hi^ tombstone good Rx>beit these verses en- 

grav'd, 
Which he hoped some gay fellow might read and 

be sav*d: 

' THE EPITAPH. 

HERE lies a poor youth who caU'd sinning his 

bliss, 
And was ruin'd by saying, zokat harm is in this f 
Let each passer-by to his error attend^ 
Andhara of poor Dick ta Remfmbet tHt tud. 
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TH« 

PLUM-CAKES; 

OR THE 

FARMER AND HIS THREE SONS. 



1 



A FARMER who some wealth ppsnest, 
With three fine boys was also blest; 
The lads were healthy, stout, and young, 
And neither wanted sense nor tongue* 
Tom, Will, and Jack, Jrke other boys, 
Lov'd tops and marbles, spott and toys. 
The father scouted that false plan. 
That money only makes the man ; 
But, to the best of his discerning^ . 

Was bent on giving them eood leiaming^ 
He was a man of observation. 
No scholar, yet had penetration ; ^ ■"■ 

So with due care, a school he sought, 
^^'here his young sons might well be taught . 
Quoth he, *' I know not which rehearses ^, 
Most properly his themes or verses, 
Yt t I can do a father's part. 
And school the temper, mind and heart; 
Thtj natural bent of each I'll know, 7 . 

And trifles best that bent may show/* 
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Twas just before the closing year, 
^Vhen Christinas holidays were near. 
The farmer caird to sec his boys, 
And ask'd how each his time employs. 
Quoth Will, " there's father, boys, without. 
He's brought us something good no doubt/* 
The father sees tbcir merry faces. 
With joy beholds them, and embraces. 
** Come boys, of home you'll have your fill," 
" Yes, Christmas now is near,^' says Will, 
TTifi just twelvp days — these notches see^ 
My notches with the days agree.** 
** Well (said the sire), again Til come. 
And gladly 'fetch my brave boys home. 
You two the dappled mare shall ride. 
Jack mount the pony by his side ; 
Mean time, my lads, I've brought you here 
No small provision of good cheer." 
Then from his pocket strait he takes 
A vast profusion of plum cakes ^ 
He counts them out, a plenteous store^ 
No boy shatt have or less or more j 
Twelve cakes he gives to each dear son, 
WBeh each expected only one ; 
And then, with many a kind expression. 
He leaves them te their own discretion; 
Resolv'd to mark the use each made 
Of what he to their hands convey 'd. 

The twelve days past he comes once morcy 
And brings the horses to the. door 3 
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The boys with rapture see appear 
The poney and the dappled mare j 
Each moment now an hour they count. 
And slash their whips and long to mouub 
As with the boys his ride he takes, 
Hj asks the history of the cakes. ' 

Says WiJl, " dear father^ life is short, 
So I resolv'd to make quick sport ; 
"^I he cakes were all so nice and sweet, 
I thought I'd have one jolly treat, 
\\'hy should 1 balk^ said 1, my taste? 
ril make at once a hearty feast. 
So, snugly by myself I fed, 
AVhen every boy was gone to-bed ; 
I gorg'd them a]l> both paste and plum, . 
And did not waste ^ single crumb; f 

Indeed they made me, to my sorrow. 
As sick as death upon the morrow; 
This made me n>oum my rich repast. 
And wish. I had not fed so fast." 



Quoth Jack, " I was not such & duneei 
To cat my quontum up at once: 
And tho' the boys all long'd to clutch 'eni| 
1 would not let a creature touch 'em; 
Nor tho' tlie whole were in my power. 
Would I myself one cake devour ; 
Thanks to the use of keys and locks. 
They're all now snug within my box ; 
The mischief is, by hoarding long, 
'i'hey're grown so wvouldy aud so strong. 






Vie Plum^akes. 65 

I find they wonH: be fit to eat, 
And I have lost my father's treat." 

" Well Tom," the anxious parent cries,. 
How did you manage?" Tom replies, 
** I shunn'd each wide extreme to take^, 
To glut my maw, or hoard my cake ; 
I thought each day its warns would have> 
And appetite again might crave ; 
Twelve school-days still my notches counted, 
To twelve my father's cakes amounted ; 
So every- day I took out one. 
But never ate my cake alone ; 
With evety needy boy I shar'd. 
And more than half I always sparM. 
One ev'ry day 'twixt sdf and triend, 
Has brought my dozen to an end j 
My last remaining cake to-day 
I would niH touch, but gave away ; 
A boy was sick, and scarce could eat. 
To him it prov'd a welcome treat : 
Jack caird me spendthrift, not to save j 
Will dubb'd me fool because I^ave; 
But when our last day came I smiTd, 
For Will's were gone, and Jack's were spoiled ; 
Not hoarding much, nor eating fast, 
I serv'd a needy friend at last." 
These tales the Father's thoughts employ; 
By these {said he) I know each boy : 
Yet Jack, who hoarded what he had. 
The world will call a frugal Uds 



66 Tlie Day of Judgment. 

And selfish gormandising Will> 

^Vill meet with friends and favourers stilly 

While moderate Tom, so wise and cool, 

llie iTiad and vain vsrill deem a fool ; 

But I, his sober plan approve. 

And Tom has gain 'd his father's love." 

APPUCATION. 

So when our day of life is past, 
•And all are fairly judg'd at last, ■ 
The. Miser and the Sensual find 
How each misused the gifts assignM ; 
While he who wisely spends and gives. 
To the true ends of living lives; 
*Tis self denying moderation 
Gains the Great Father's approbation. 

Z. 
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THE 

DAY OF JUDGMENT; 

OR THE 

GRAND RECKONING. 



(■CHRISTIANS! profit by the warning 
\J Which the vrord of God supplies; 
Think upon that awful morning, 
Wnen ihc quick aud dead shal] rise. . 



The Day of Judgment. 67 

Lo ! each country, every nation, 
. AH the globe we now behold, 
(Wrapt in dreadful conflagration) 
Smoke and fire at once enfold I 

See the works of art so curious. 

Lofty cities, temples, towers I 
See the raging flame so furious. 

All the mighty mass devours ! 

You who doat on earthly treasures. 
What dismay will seize your frame^ 

When the sum of all your pleasures 
Crackles in the general flame ? 

Lo ! the multitudes surrounding. 
Whom the grave jio more can keep ^ 

Hark! the awful trumpet sounding ! 
Death has broke his leaden sleep. 

AH that in the tomb now slumber, 
How at once they burst their chain ! 

See they rise, how vast their number 1 
All that Hv'd shall live again. 

Great and small together meeting, 
Lo ! the sea gives up her dead 1 

Then the sea itself retreating, 

Lo J the heavens and earth are fled 1 . ^ 

See the Lord of life descending. 

Hear the dread Archangel's voice; 

See the dead on Ch m s t attending 5 ' 
How the Saints of God i^'^witV 
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*0^ ^e Day of Judgments 

Mjrriads at that voice shall gather, 
" Take Ae kingdom long prepau^d, 

" Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
" Share my crown, my cross you ^har'd/.' 

O how different that dread sentence, 
Which confirms the sinner's doom! 

** You who died without repentance, 
" Come to judgment, sinners come." 

O ! to these what wild despairing. 

What astonishment of heart. 
Agony past human bearing, 

Will that dreadful call impart ! 

You who .now profanely cherish 

Unbelief and impious pride ^ 
Unbelievers, see and perish, 

Christ for you in vain has died. 

You. who to the world dissemble, 
VThile you practice deeds of night, . 

Hypocrites, behold and tremble, 
AH these deeds are brought to lig'ht. 

You, who each conviction stifling, 
Waste your time» that sacred store. 

Hear th^ Angel, CB^ your trifling, 
" Time," he crieM^ shall be no more.'* 



Lost ii) eiise, or drowtt'd in pleasure, 

*^ WeVe no time to think," yoti. cry. 
But howe'er you xyastelHhe treasure, 
V ¥bu must ^ikftxvAloiafc \.o ^\^^ 



Here and There. . C9 

"You, who now this warning slighting, 
. Think that day not worth your care 5 
I who now these lines am writing. 
You and I must both appear. 

O that you, these lines perusing. 
May be wak*d to swift repentance ; 

O that I, no moment losing, 

May prepare to meet my sentence ? 

Z. 



HERE AND THERE ; 

THIS WOULD AND THE NEXT. 

Being suitable Thoughts for a New-Year. 



HERE bliss is short, imperfect, insincere. 
But total, absolute^ and perfect i/ftrrr. 
Here time's a moment, short our happiest stated 
There infinite duration is our date. * rl 

Here Satan tempts, and troubles ev'n the best. 
There Satan's power extends not to the blest. 
In a weak sinful body her§ I dwell, 
But there I drop this fr^'and sickly shell* 
Here my best thoughts^ilffe stain'd with guilt and 

fear, . ^; 

But love and pardon shall bt' perfect thefe* 
Here my best duties are defird withsin^ 
Tktre all is ease without, and peace within*: ^ : 

* - 
■ J 



V9 ilere and Tlirre. 

Here feeble faith supplies my only fight, 
There faith and hope are swallow'd up in sight* 
Here love of self my fail est works destroys, 
JTkere love of Cod shall perfect all my joys. 
Here things, as in a glass, are darkly shown, 
There I shall know as clearly aa I'm known. 
Frail are the fairest flowers which bloom below, 
TA<fre freshest palm's on roots immortal grow. 
Here wants or cares perplex my anxious mindi 
But spirits there a calm fruition find. 
Jlere disappointments my best schemes destroy, 
There those that sow'd in tears shall reap in joy. ^ 
Here vanity is stampM on all below, 
Pefection there on. every -good shfill grow. 
Here my fond heart is.fasten!don some -fnend, 
Whose kindness may^ whose life must have an end; 
hut there no failure can I evecproye. 
Cod cannot disappoint, for God is love. 
Here Christ for sinners suffer'd, groan*d, anabledi 
But there he reigns the great triumphant heaij ; 
Here mock' d and &courg*d, he wore a crown ol 

thorns, 
A crown of glory there his brow adorns. 
Here error clouds the will, and dims the sight, 
There- all is knowledge, purity, and light. 
Here so imperfect is this mortal state, , 
If ble.'^t m)self I mou nsome other's fate. 
At every human woe I here repine, 
_. The joy of every saint shall there be mine. 
Here if I lean, the world shall pierce my heart. 
But there thii broken reed and I shall part. 
Here on no promis'd good can I depend, 
But there theRdck of Ages is my friend. 
Here if some sudden joy delight inspire. 
The dread to lose it dfamps the rising fire ; 
But there whatever (^ood the soul employ, 
Tbfi thought t\\^x 'tw et^rnttW txv>^TV5.\\NK.'Yss* 



Tl 



UR^f THE CARPET; 

OR THE 

TfVO WEAVERS, 

•IM. A ^ 

Dialogue between Dick and Jolm. 



S at their work two Weavers sat, 
t. Beguiling time with friendly chat ; 
ly touched upon the price of meat^ 
ligh a Weaver scarce could cat, 

^hat with my brats and sickly wife,* 
3th Dick, * Vm almost tir*d of life; 
iard my work, so poor my fare^ 
i more than mortal man can bear. 

[ow glorious is the rich man's static, 
house so fine, his wealth so great, 
aven is unjust you must agree, 
y all to him ? why none to me ? 

I spite of what the Scripture teaches, 
pitc of all the Person preaches, 
s world (indeed I've tnought so long) 
urd, methinks, extremely wrong. 

r^hcre'er I look, however I range, 
\ all confus'd, and'hard, and strange ; 
t good are troubled and oppressed, 
d all the wicked are.thebk«»'di? 



72 Turn (he Carpet. 

Quoth John, * our ign'rance is the cause^ 
Whythus we blame. our Maker^s laws; 
Paris qf hisidayi alone we know, 
*Tis all that man can see below. 

' Seest thou that Carpet, not half done. 
Which thou, dear Dick, hast well begun? 
Behold the wild confusion there; 
So rude the mass it makes one stare. 

t 

4 

* A stranger, ign'rant of the trade; 
Wou'd say, * no meaning's there convey'd; 
For wKere's the middle, where's the border? 
Tliy carpet now is all disorder.* 

Quoth Dick, * ix\y ^ork is yet in bits. 
But still in every part it fits-; -. 
Besides, you reason like, a lout. 
Why, man, that Carpels hisidc out,^ . 

Says John, ' thou say'st the thing I mean. 
And now I hope to. cure thy spleen; 
This world, which clouds thy soul with doubt, 
Is but a Carpet inside out. 

* As when we view these shreds. and ends,, 
We know not what the whole intends ; 
So vv hen on earth things look but odd, 
Tliey Ve working still some scheme of God. 

* No plan, no pattern can wje trace, , 
All wants proportion, truth, and grace ;. . . 
The motley mixture we deride^ 
Nor see tlie \>eaw\.eo\x^ w^^o^x i\ift . 



Dan and Jane. 7 S 

* But when we reach that world of Jight, 
And view those works of God aright ; 
Then shall we see the whole design. 
And own the workman is divine. 

* WhSit now seem random strokes, will there 
All order and design appear : 

Then shall we praise what here we spuni'd. 
For theli the Carpet shall be turnd^ 

* Thou'rt right/ quoth Dick, * no more I'll 

.-grumbk; 
That this sad world's so strange a jumble; 
My impious doubts are put to flighty 
For my own Carpet sets me right/ 



z. 



DAN AND JANE; 

OR 

FAITII AND WORKS. 

A TALX, 

GOOD Pan and Jane were ihan and wife. 
And liv^d a loving kind of life; 
One point, however, they disputed. 
And each by turns his mate confuted, 
Twas faith ^nd works — this knouy question 
Ihey found not easy of digestion. 
While Dan for faith alone contended, 
J^ne eoually good worki^ defetv^^^. 

G ^ 'V^^^ 



74 Diin and Jane.' 

* They are not Christians sure, but Turks, 
AVho build on faith, and scoff at works.' - 
Quoth Jane — While e^ger Dan rcply'd, 

* By none but heatheos faith's deny'd.' .■ 

* ni tell. you wife,' at length quoth Dan, 
^ A stor)' of a right ^ood man. 

A patriarch sage, orancient days, 
A man of faith, whom all must praise. 
In his own country he possessed 
"VVhate'er can m^ke ai wise man bJest ; 
Hi. was the flock, the field, the spring. 

In diort, a little rural king 

Yet, ploas'd he quits this native land, 
liv faiih in the Divirle command : 
God bade him go, and he, content, 
AVent forth,- not knowing where he went. 
He trusted in the promise made, " ' f' 
And, undisputing strait obeyed.' - - ^ - . 
The heavenly word he did not doubt, 
But prov'd his faith by going out.' 

Jane answ^er'd with some little pride — 
* I've an example on my side; 
And tho' my tale be somewhat longer, 
I trust you'll find it vastly stronger. -' 
Til tell ypu Daniel, of a man, • • • 

The holiest since the world began, 
A\'h() now God's favour is receiving. 
For prompt obeying^ not believifig. 
One only son this man possest, 
In whom his righteous age was blest ; 



.•Dm and Jane. 15 



And more to Trtavk the grace of Heaven, 

This son by miracle was given; 

And from this child the word Divine 

Had promised an illu«trious line. 

When lo ! at once a voice he hears. 

Which somidslike thunder in his ears : 

God says — Go ^sacrifice thy son ! 

— This moment,' JLord, it shall be done. 

He goes, and instantly prepares 

To slay this child of many prayers. 

Now here you .see the grand expadience, 

Of icorksy of actual sound obedience. 

This was not faU/i^ but act and deed. 

The- Lord commands — the child shall bleed. 

Thus Abrdih^m a ctecly' Jenny cried; 

* Thus Abraham trustcdy Dan replied. 

* Abraham ?' quoth Jane, * why that's my man^ 

* No, Abraham's him I mean,' says Dan. 

* He stands a monument of faith; — 

* No, 'tis for worfcsy the Scripture saith.* 
' 'Tis forhis faith that I defend him :' 

* Tis for obedience I commend him.' 

Thus he — thus she — both warmly feel, 
And lose their temper in their zeal; 
Too quick each other's choice to blame. 
They did not 8ce:€atjh>jmeant the same. 

* At lengtlj,j|E5Sd wife,' said honest Dan, 

* We're talking of the s>if-same man. 
The works you praise I own indeed. 
Grow from that faith for which I plead ; 

And 



J6 Ban and lame. 

And Abraham^ whom for faith I quote^ 
For works deserves especial note z 
1'is not enough of faith to talk, 
A man of God, with God must walk : 
Our doctrines are at last the same. 
They only differ m the name. 
The faith I fight for is the root. 
The works you value are the fruit. 
How shall you know my creed's sincere^ 
Unless in works my faith appear? 
How shall I know a tree^s alive. 
Unless I see it bear and thrive ? ' 
Your works not gfrowingon roy rocyt, 
Wou'd prove they vrere not genuine finKt 
If faith produce no works, I see. 
That, faith is not a living tree. 
Thus faith and w«rks together gtWRr^ 
No separate life they e'er can know : 
They're soul and body, hand and heaft, 
What God hathjoin'd, let no one part/ 




77 
THE 

OLD MAN, HIS CHILDREN, 

AND THE 

BUNDLE OF STICKS. 

• A FABLE. 



A GOOD Old Man, no matter where. 
Whether in York or Lancashire, 
Or on a hill or in a dale, 
It caniriot much concern the tale ; 
Mad children very much like others, 
Comnos'd of' sisters and of brothers, 
Jn lire he hiad not. much to give. 
Save his.exanfiple liow to live; 
His luck was what his neighbours had, 
Tor somie were good and some were bad; 
^hen (3f their father death bereft c'm. 
His good advice was all he left e*m. 
This good* Old Man who long had lain, 
Afflicted with disease and pain; 
With difficulty drew his breath, g^,.' 

And fel^.the sure approach of death, %^ ;.. 
He stili had:ttv**d an honest life. 
Kind to his \i6ighbouc and his wife ; 
His practice *good, his faith was sound. 
He builf his-nope on Scripfure ground ; 

G 2 R^^ 






78 The Old Man, Ins Children, 

And knowing life hangs on a breathy 
He alvvay's liv'd prepared for death. 
He trusted God, nor fear'd to die. 
May it be thus with you and I ! 
Nor let us hope to die content. 
Unless our lite be wisely spent. 
He call'd his children round his bed, 
jVnd with a feeble voice he said : 
Alas I alas! my children dear, 
I well perceive my end i& near ; 
I suffer much, but kiss the rod, 
" And bow me to the will of God. 
" Yet ere from you Tm quite removed, 
** From you whom alvl^ays I have lov'd ; 
^' I wish to give you all my blessing, 
" And leave you with a useful Lessen; 
" That when Fve left this world of care, 
** Each may his testimony bear, 
'^ How much my latest thoughts inclinM 
** To prove me tender, good, and kind} 
Observe that faggot on the ground. 
With twisted hazel firmly bound : 
The children turn*<l their eyes that way, 
And view'd the faggot as it lay 5 
But wonder'd what their father meant; 
Who thus expounded his intent, 
*• I wish that all of you would take it, 
•' And try. if any one can break k." 
Pbedient to the good Old Man, 
ihey ^U to tt^ their strength begaa^ 

N01 
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and the iBundle of Sticks. 

"Wow boy^ rnow girl, now he, now she, 
Apply*d the faggot to their knee; 
They tugg'd and strain'd, and try'd againi 
But still they tugged and try'd in vain ; 
In vain their strength and skill exerted. 
The faggot ev'ry eflbrt thwarted. 
And wnen iheir labour vain they found. 
They threw the feggot on the ground. 
Again the good Old Man proceeded. 
To give th* instuction which they needed ; 
Untwist," says he, " the hazel bind^ 
And let the faggot be disjoined," 
Then stick by stick, and twig by twigj 
The little children and the big. 
Following the words their father spoke. 
Each sprig and spray they qvuckly brQke : 
'* There father! all began to cry> 
" Fve broken mine ! and I|r and I/' .^ 
" Replied the Sire, ** 'twas my intent, 
•* My family to represent; 
" While you are join'd in friWdship's thongs 
My dearest children, you'll be strongs 
But if by quarrel itnd dispute, - . 
'* You undermine affection's root, v 

And thus the strengthening cord divide> 
** Then will my children ill betide ; 
E'en beasts of prey in bands uniM^ 
And kindly for each other fights*. 
And «hall not Christian children bej 
" Joined in sweet lipks Qf araity ? 

*• If 
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so Tht Soi'i'uics iif i ambit. 

" If separate, youMl each be weak, • . .. 
** Each like a single stick will break; 
** Hut it' you're firm, and true and hearty, 
'' The world and all its spite can't part ye.** 

The father having clos'd his lesson, 
Proceeded to pronounce his blessing: 
Enibiac'd them all, then prayM and sigh*d, 
Look'd up, then drop'd his head — ^and dy'd. 

And thus my countrymen, shou'd you. 
And I, and all, be firm and true; 
If Christian faith and love combine us. 
And sweet afiVction's cords intvvine us; 
We need encourage no dejection. 
Secure in the Divine Protectiok. 
In prosperous days we'll bless our Goi>, 
And when he smites we'll kiss the rcrd. 
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THE .. -^ 



SORROWS OF YAMBA; 

OR THE 

Ni^ro Woman s Lamcatation, -• 

To ihc Tune of * Hosier's Ghost.' 



IN St Lucie's distant isle, ^ . 

Still with Afiic's love I burn; Jjgf^^ 
}/r.rred many a thousand mile, . 
Never, never to return. 



Ttie Sorr€!p)s if Yamha. 81 

CJome, kmd death ! and give me rest ; 

Yaniba has no friend but thee; 

. Thou canst ease my throbbing breast \ 

Thou canst set the prisoner free. 

Down my cheeks the tears are drippingj 

Broken is riiy heart with grief; 
Mangled my poor flesh with whipping. 

Come/ kind death ! and bring reliefs. 

Bom 6ii' Afric's golden coast. 

Once I was as blest as you ; 
Parents tendec Ifbuld boast. 

Husband dear, and children too. 

Whity man "he came from far, 

Sijlin^ o'er the briny flood ; 
Who, with help of British Tar, 

Buys up human flesh and bloody 

With the baby at my breast 

(Other two were sleeping by) 
In my hut I sat at rest. 

With no thought of danger nigh. 

From the bush at even-tide, 

Rush*d the fierce man*stealing crew ; 

Seiz*d the children by jny side, <^ 

Seiz'd the wretched lamba too. 

Then for love of filthy gold, 

St^H^j^hey bore me to the sea, 
Cramni'd me down a Slave-ship*s hold, 

Wher^ were hundreds stow'd like me. 
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82 The SarroiiS of Yaynba. 

Kakcd on the platform lying,- 

Now we cross the tumbling ware^ 

Shrieking, sickening, faintmg, dying ; 
Deed of shame for Biitons brave. 

At the savage Captain's beck. 

Now, like brutes, they make us prance 
Smack the cat about the deck. 

And in scorn they bid us dance. 

Nauseous horse-beans they bring nigh, 
Sick and sad we cannot eat; 

Cat must cure the sulks, they cryj^ 
Down their throats wcTl force the mea 

' . ■ . - ■ 

I, in groaning pass'd the night. 
And did rqll my aching head j 

At the break of morning light, -. 
My poor child was cold and dead. 

Happy, happy, there she lies ; ■ ■ 

Thou shalt feel the lash no more ; 

Thus full many a Negro dies. 
Ere we reach the destin'd shore. 

Thee, sweet infant, none shall sell -, 
Thou hast gain'd a wat'ry graves 

Clean e.vcap'd thetyrints fell. 
While thy mother lives a slave. 

Driven like cattle to a. fair, 

See, they sell us, young and old ; 

Child from mother tQo they tear, 
All for love of filthy gold. 

4 
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Tlie Sorrows of I amba. 8 3 

was sold to'lVf assa hard ; 
Some have^inassas ki;id and. good ^ 
\ndagaiMny back was scarr'd. 
Bad ana stinted was my food. 

^oor and wounded, faint and sick, 

All expos'd to burnii gsky, 

Massa bids me grass to pick. 

And I now am near to die. 

■ • ■ 

kVliat, and if to death he send me. 

Savage murder tho' it be, 
British laws shall ne'er befriend me. 

They protect not slaves like me. 

Wourning thus my wretched state 

(Nfe*er may 1 forget the day) 
3nce in dusk of evening late, . 

Far from home I dar'd to stray. 

Dar'd, alas, with impious haste, 
Tow'rdsthe roaring sea to fly; 

Death itself 1 longM to taste, 
Long'd to cast me in and die. 

Xhere I met upon the Strand, 
English Missionary goodj 
jKe had Bible book in hand, 
;. Which poor me no understood. 

PC-cd by pity from afar, 
; He had left his native ground ^ 
Mlius, if some inflict a scar,' 
'f OthoB fl/ to ciire the v/oui\A» 
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84 Tilt Sorrows of Yamba.- 

Strait he puU'd me from the shore. 
Bid me no self-niurder do ; 

Talk'd of «tate:when Ufe is o'er^ 
All from Btble good and true. 

Then he led me to his cotv 
Sooth'd and pitied all my woe f 

Told me 'twas the Christian's lot. 
Much to suffer here below. 

Told me then of, God*s dear Son> 
(Strange and wond'rous is the story) 

What sad wrong to him was done, 
Tho' he was the Lord of Glory. 

Told, me too, like one who knewhim^ 
(Can such love as this be true?) 

How he died for them that slew him. 
Died for wretched Yamba too. 

Freely he his mercy proffer'd. 
And to Sinners he was sent • 

E'en to Massa pardon's oflfer'd j 
O, if Massa would repent ! 

Wicked deed full many a time, 
Sir.fuJ Yamba too hath done ; 

But she wails to God her crime. 
But she trusts his only Son. 

O, ye slaves whom Massas beats- 
Ye are stain'd with guilt within; 

As ye hope for mercy sweet. 
So foigWc ^cyQkt lslv^.<^»»s? %\xx> ... 
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Tf^ Surrows: of Yamba, *> 

And with grieif when sinking low, 
Mark the Road that ¥aniba trod; 

Think how all her pain and woe 
Brought the Captive homfi to God. , 

Now let Yamba, too, adorer . t 

Gracious Heaven's mysterious plan ; 

Now rn count my mercies o*err 
Flowing thro* the guilt of man* 

Now rU b*ess my cruel capture^. 

(Hence I've known a Saviour's n amc 
Till my grief is turned to rapture. 

And I half forget the blame. 

Buttho* here a Convert rare, 

Thankfr her God for Grace divine > 

Let not man the glory share; 
Sinner, still the guilt is thm?^ ; 

Here an injured Slave forgives^ 
There a host for vengeance cfyyj 

Here a single Yamba lives, i ^ 
1 here a thousand droop and die. 

Duly now baptiz'd am I, * 

By good Missionary man, . 
Lofd, my nature purify. 

As no outward water t::an ! i.. 

All my former thoughts abhorred. 
Teach me now to^ray and praise ; 

Joy and glory in ngbj-ord. 

Trust and- jerve Imn all mN d«sv v jl. 



86 llic Sorrows ofYamba. 

Worn, indeed, with grief and pain. 

Death I now will welcome in : 
O, the heavenly price to gain ! 

O^ to 'scape the power of Sin ! 

True of heart, and meek, and lowly. 
Pure and blameless let me grow ! 

Holy may I be, for holy. 
Is the place to which I go. 

But, tho' death this hour may find me, 

Still with Af tie's love I burn j . 

(There I've left a spouse behind me) | 

Still to native land I turn. i 

And when Yamba sinks in death, 

1 bis my latest prayer shall be. 
While I yield my parting breath, 

O, that AJric might be fret. 

Cease, ye British sons of murder ! 

Cease from forging Afric's chain ; 
Mock your Saviour's name no further. 

Cease your savage lust of gain. 

Ye that boast *' Ye rule the voaveSy^ 

Bid no slave-ship soil the sea; 
Ye, that " never ivill be slaves,' 

Bid poor Afric's land be free. 

Where ye gave to war its birth. 
Where your traders fixM their den, 

Tlicre go publish " ^^^'^ ^^ Earthy^ 
Go, ptoc\aL\m" «o«a-idtl to men/' 






Tfie True Heroes. 87 

Where ye once have carried slaughter. 

Vice, and slavery, and sin ; 
SeizM on Husband, Wife, and Daughter, 

Let ihe gospel enter in. 

Thus, where Yamba*s native home, 

Humble hut of rushes stood ; 
Oh, if there should chance to roam. 

Some dear Missionary good 5 

TThou in Afric's distant land. 

Still shall see the man I love j 
Join him to the Christian band, 

Guide his soul to realms above. 

There uq fiend again shall sever 

Those whom God hath join*d aod blest : 

There they dwell with him for ever. 
There " the loeary are at rest.'* 



THE 

TRUE HEROES; 

OR THE 

NOBLE ARMY OF MARTYRS. 



YQU who love a tale of glory. 
Listen to the song 1 sing ; 
Heroes of the Christian story. 
Arc the heroes whom I bring. 

Warriora 



Is Tfi€ True Jfleroef. 

Warriors of the worid, avaunt ! 

Other heroes me engage j 
'Tis not such as you 1 want , 

Saints and Martyrs grac^ my pag^. 

Wan iors who the world subdue. 
Were but vain and selfish elves ; 

While my heroes good and true. 
Greater far, suhdu'd themselves. 

Fearful Christian ! hear with wonider. 
Of the Saiiits of whom 1 tell; 

Some were burnt, some sawn asunder. 
Some by fire or torture fell. 

Some to savage beasts were hurrd. 
Some survived the lion's den ; 



rous mznJt 



Was a persecuting woi'ld, 
Worthy of thet-e uoiid' 

Some in fiery furnace thmwn, 
Yet escaped, unsiiig'ri their hair; 

Th 're AJraighty pow^r was Uiown, . 
For the son of G-od ^wastliere. 

Now we crown with deathless fame. 
Those who scorn'd and hated fell^ • 

Worklings fear contempt and shame. 
Christians fear biit sin and hell. 

How the shower of stones descended. 
Holy Stephen on thy head ! 

While thy towgue the truth defended^ 
How the glorious Martyr bled ^ 
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fee his fierce reviler Saul, 

How he rails with impious breathy. 
Then observe converted Paul, 

Oft in perils, oft in. death, 

Twas that God whose sovereign power. 

Did the lion's fury swage, 
ZJould again Jn one short hour,. 

Still the persecutor's rage. 

Ev*n a woman — women hear; 

Read in Maccabees the story, 
[lonqucr'd nature, love and fear, 

To obtain a crown of glory^ 

Jeven stout sons she saw expire, 
(How the mother's soul was pain'd',) 

>ome by sword, and some by fire. 
How the Martyr was sustained. 

Even in death^s acutest anguish,. 

Each the tyrant still defyM ; 
Each she saw in torture languish,. 

Last of all the mother dy'd. 

ft 

Martyrs who were thus arrested. 
In their "short but bright career,. 

3y their blood the truth attested, 
Prov'd their faith and* love sincere. 

rho' their lot was hard and lowly, 
Tho' they perishM at the stake y 

^ow they live with God in glory, 
Since they suffered for his sake.. 

H,2 Fierce, 



\ 
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Fierce and unbelieving foes. 

But their bodies could destroy 5 

Short tho' bitt^ were their woes. 
Everlasting is their joy. 



*i * 
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■ 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

FOR THE 

ABUNDANT HARVEST OF 1796. 

JFmn A YEAR OF SCARCITr. 



GREAT God ! when Famine threaten'^ 
lafe 
To scourge our guilty land, 
O did we learn from that dark fate 
To dread thy mighty hand? 

Did then our sins to memory rise ? 

Orowri'd we God was just? 
Or rais'd we penitential cries ? 

Or bpw'd we in the dust? 

Did we forsake one evil path. 

Was any sin abhorr'd ? 
Or did we deprecate thy wrath. 

And turn us to the Lord? 



is true we faifd not to trpine. 
But did we too repent^ 
r own the chastisement divine 
In awful judgment ^ent«? 

bo' the bright chain of peaee is broke, 
And war with rutlii^ss sword 
npeopies nations at a stroke^ 
Yet who regards the Lord ? 

at Goo, who iti 'hk strict dec/ew 
Remembers mercy still, 
an, in a moment, if he please, 
Our hearts withcomfort fifL 

e mark'd our angry spirits rise, ' 
Domestic hate increase ; 
nd for a time withheld supplies, 
To teach us love and peace. 

'e, when, he brings bis children low. 

Has blessings still in store ; 
nd when he strikes the heaviest b>k>w 

He does but love us more. 

ow Frost, and Floob, and BlkIht tip 
more 

Our golden h arvests spoil ; 
2e what an unexampled st?onB 

Rewards the Reaper's toil ! 

LS when the promisM harvest failed 

In Canaan's fruitful land: 
he envious Patriarchs, were assail'd 

By. famine's pressing hand! 
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v^s A Hymn of Prais$. 

The angry brothers then forgot 
Each fierce and jarring feud ; 

United by iheir adverse lot. 
They lov'd as brothers shou'd. 

So here, from Heaven's correcting hand 

Tho* famine fail'd to move ; 
Let Plenty now throughout the land. 

Rekindle peace and love. 

Like the rich fool, let us not say. 
Soul ! thou hast goods in store ! 

But shake the overplus away. 
To feed the aged poor. 

Let rich and poor, on whom are now 

Such bounteous crops bestow'd. 
Raise many a pure ^nd holy vow 
- In gratitude to God ! 

And while his gracious name we praise' 

For bread so kindly given ; 
Let us beseech him all our days. 

To give the bread of heav'n. 

In that blest Prayer our Lord did frame. 
Of all our prayers the guide, 

AVe ask that " hoUow'd be his name," 
And then our wants supplied. 

For grace he bids us first implore. 

Next, that we may be fed ; 
We say *^ Thy will be done," before 

We ask " our<laily bread." 



DAME ANDREWS. 

A BiALLAi>- 

NEAR LechJacie iown, in Glo'stersWre, 
Upon the banks of Thame, 
There hv'd an honest worthy pair. 
And Andrews was their name. 

Tho' but a labourer was be. 

And children tliey ha.d four: 
Content and comfort thev enjoy'd. 

Want came not near tneif door. 

For all his earnings John brought hoi^q^ 

He ne'er to alehouse we>it j 
And Mary managed what he .brought ; 

Right frugally they spent. .^ 

The cottage looked in order siill. 

The- children clean and tight : 
And John stiJl found some wholesome fare.. 

When he caiTie hqme at nighty 

The children early >tavigbt.. Jo apia 

Added thear .'little gahsisf J , 
And though their earnings 'W'^e h^ ^i^ail^ 

They anfiply paid thq pains* , 

For every little.maftetbeJps.- 

Whfen c?ireliiily 'tis u$'<i :' ; : 
And whatsoever Mary ggil;, ; ^.^,t....i 

It never was abus'd. 
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Industriously she passed the week^ 

Ko idleness she knew : 
But to the Sabbath's holy rest. 

She paid the reverence due. 

.Her children to the Sunday school 

Were always early sent : 
Herself and husband to the Churchy 

Xlost regularly went. 

This parish had a Minister, 
Who was a shepherd true : 

He mark'd the conduct of his flocl^ 
And all the good be knew. 

His favour frequently was shewn 
To Andrews and his Wife 5 

For well he knew that they did lead 
An honest pious life. 

Their Sunday's dinner oft he gave j 
But, what they valued more. 

He fed their souls with heay'nly food. 
From Scripture's sacred store. 

He gave them many pious books. 
To teach the way to God ; 

And often would direct their steps 
To tread that holy road. 

Long time this worthy pastor liv'd 

By all the parish bless'd ; 
At length his beav'nly Master call'd 

Him to his holy. rest. 
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lis weeping servants round the bed. 

All stood wi(h list'ning ear. 
To catch their Master's dying words. 

And Mary, she was there. 

^Q heart more pierc*d with grief than hers. 
Her sighs to Hpav'n ascend ; 

* When I losp you, my Master dear^ 
*' I lose my only friend : 

^ If wants ari^c who is there now 
** That will those wants remove? 

* Or who will teach me how to seek 
*' Assistance from above ?" 

The dying man just spoke these words, 

While all his words attend : 
'* Trust thou in God, — ^who trusts in him 

^* Will never want a friend." 

His words sunk deep in Mary's heart. 

Much comfort they did give : 
Resolv'd these words she'd ne'er forget. 

So long as she did live* 

Some years roH'd on, and things went welLi 

At length mishaps arose ;' 
Poor John fell sick, and could not work. 

Nor were these all their woes; 

But Mary too was grown so lame. 
She could not turn her wheel : 

Sad, sad, it is when old and sick 
Want's heavy hand to feel. 



. .■-*/. 



96 JEktme Andrews. 

* Tis true the paiish would relieve. 
The workhouse would them take;* 

But mijcb she mourn'd her house to q^t, 
Hv.r long-lov'd home foTbake. 

With aching heart ^he reach 'd from shelf 

Her only loaf of bread : 
And while ihe teais roll'd down her cheeks 

With frequent: sobs she sa^d ; 

" My Master; now a saint in Heav'n, 
" Bade me, when near his end, 

" To trust in God, and then he said, 
" 1 ne'er should wa«t a- friend. 

*^ In thee, O Lord, I put my trust, 
" Thou can.^t my woes remove. 
Or grant me grace to bear them still 
Wiih padence, for Thy love." 

Just then she heard one at the door 

Who tried to move the pin ; 
She thought some friendly neighbour callM, 

And rose to let her in. 

A friendly Neighbour sore it was 1 

Such as the poor ittan (bund, 
Who having fallen thd thieves among. 

Lay dying on the ground. 

Good Dame, s&id she, I'm lately come 
Within this town to five : 

• m 

Aiid such a character of you 
Do all i\ve ^^m\v ^vn^, . 
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Hiat I an offer to you make 

My School-mistress to be ; 
ro teach poor children and for this^ 

You shall be paid by me. 

Your own you have so well brought up, 

I safely can you trust ; 
You'll teach them God to fear and love. 

To be both good and just. 

With thankful heart Dame Andrews heard. 

This welcome offer made ; . 
And soon the litttle folk were sent. 

And duly she was paid. 

To God her daily thanks she gave. 

And all the children taught, 
In Him to put their trust; and told 

The Mercies he had wrought. 
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THE 

STORY OF SINFUL SALLY. 

TOLD BY HERSELF. \ 

SHEWING 

Hou' from being Sally of the G.reen she was 
first led to become Sinful Sally, aiidaf- 
tdwards Drunken Sal, and how at latf'she 
came to a most melancholy, and almost hopeless, 
End ; being therein a Warning to ali young Wo- 
men both in Town and Country, 



CO^rE each maiden lend an ear. 
Country lass and London belle \ 
Come and drop a mournful tear 
O'er the talc that 1 shall telL 

1 that ask your tender pity, ' 

Ruin'd now and all Forlorn, 
Once, like you, was young and pretty. 

And as cheerful as the raori). 

In yon distant cottage sitting. 
Far away from London town. 

Once you might ha.ve seen me knitting 
In my simple kersey. gown. 

AVhcrc the little lambkins leap, 
'^\'herc the meadows look so gay, 

Where lh^ drooY>ii^^ willows weep, 
Sinrplo SuWy u^^^ vv^ sVt^^ • 
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Then I tasted many a blessing, 

.Then I had an honest fame; 
Father, mother, me caressing, 

Smird, and thought me free from blame. 

Then amid my friends so dear. 

Life it speeded fast away^ 
O, it moves a tender tear. 

To bethink me of tl^ie dav. 

From the villages surroundmg, ' 
Eire I vv^ell had reached eighteen. 

Came the modest youths abounding, 
All to Sally of the Crrcen. 

Courting days were thus beginning. 
And I soon had prov'd a wife ; 

O ! if I had kept from sinhing. 
Now how blest had been my life. 

Come each maiden lend an ear. 
Country lass and London belle ! 

Come ye now and deign to hear 
How poor Sinful Sally fell. 

Where the hill begins inclining. 

Half a furlong from the road', 
O'er the village white and shining. 

Stands Sir William's great abode. 

Near his meadow I was tripping, 

Vainly wishing to be seen, 
When Sir William met me skipping, 

And he spoke me on the Greea. 
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Bid me quitlny cloak of scarlet, 
Blam'd my simple kersey gown ; 

Ky*d me ihen, so like a varlet. 
Such as live in London town. 

M'ilh his presents I was loaded. 
And bedecked in ribbons gay; 

Thus my ruin was foreboded, 
O, how crafty was his way. 

Vanished now. from cottage lowly. 
My poor parents' hearts I break ; 

Enter on a state unholy, 
1 urn a mistress to a rake. 

Kow no more by morning light 
Up to God my voice 1 raise ; 

Now no shadows of the night 

Call my thoughts to prayer and pri 

Hark ! a ^^'ell known sound I hear, 
''I is the Church's Sunday bell ; 

Ko ; I dread to venture near ; 
No , Tm now the child of hell. 

Now I lay my Bible by, 

Chuse that impious book so new. 
Love the bolcf blaspheming lie. 

And that filthy novel too. 

Next to London town I pass, . 

(Sinful Sally is my name) 
There to gain a front of brass, 

v\nd to glorv.^ in my shame. 
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^owder'd well, and pufF'd, and jJainted, 

Rivals all I there outshine : 
^ith skin so white and heart so tainted. 

Rolling in my chariot fine. 

tn the Park I glitter daily,. 

Then I dress me for the play. 
Then to masquerade so gaily. 

See me, see me tear away. 

When I meet some meaner lass. 

Then I toss with prouJ "disdain; 

Laugh and giggle as I pass, 

Seeming nc* to know u [^m^^ 

ft 
Still at every hour of leisure 

Something whispers me VMthia, 

' O ! I hate this life of pleasure. 

For it is a life of sin/ 

Thus amidst my peals of laughter 

Horror seizes oft my frame % ^ 
Pleasure now — Damnation after. 

And a never-dying flame* 

' Save me, save me, Lord,' I cry, 
* Save my soul from Satan's ^hain, 

Now I see salvation nigh, 
Now I turn to sin again. 

Is it then some true repentance 

That I feel for evil done ? 
No ; 'tis horror of mv sentence, 

'Tis ihe pangs of nell begun. 

12 ^^ 
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By a thousand ills o'crtaken^ 

See me now quite sinking down 3 

Till so lost and so forsaken, 
Sal is cast upon the town. 

At the dusk of evening grey 
Forth 1 step from secret cell ; 

Roaming like a beast of prey. 
Or some hateful imp of hell. 

Ah ! how many youths so bloomin 
By my wanton looks I've won; 

Then by vices all consuming 
Left thtm ruin*d and undone. 

'Jlius the cruel spider stretches 
Wide his web for every fly y 

Then each victim that he catches 
Strait he poisons till he die. 

Now more oy conscience troubled. 
Deep I plunge in every sin ; 

True ; my sorrows are redoubled. 
But 1 drown them all in gin. 

See me next .with front so daring 
Band of ruffian rogues among ; 

Fighting, cheating, drinking, swearing. 
And the vilest of^the throng. 

Mark that youngest of the thieves; 

Taught by Sal he ventures further; 
What he filches Sal receives, 

' lis for Sal he does the murther. 
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See me then attend my victim 

To the fatal gallows tree ; 
Pleas'd to think how I have nick'd him, 

Made him swing while I am free. 

Jack I laughing see depart. 

While with Dick I drink and sing; 

Soon again I'll fill the cart. 
Make this present lover swing. 

But while thus with guilt surprising, 

Sal pursues her bold career. 
See God's dreadful wraih arising, ^ 

And the day of vengeance near ! 

Fierce disease my body seizes, 
Racking pain afflicts my bones ; 

Dread of death my spirit freezes, 
Deep and doleful are my groans* 

Here with face so shrunk and spotted 
On the clay-cold ground I lie ; 

See how all my flesh is rotted. 
Stop, O stranger, s^e me die 1 

Conscience, as my breath's departing. 

Plunges too his arrow deep. 
With redoubled fury starting 

Like some giant from his sleep i 

In this pit of ruin lying, 

Once again before 1 die, 
Fainting, trembling, weeping, sighing. 

Lord, to thee ru lift mine eye* 
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Thou canst save the vilest harlot, 
Grace, I've heard, is free and full : 

Sins that once were " red as scarlet," 
Thou canst make as " white as wool." 

Saviour, whom I pierc'd so often^ 

Deeper still my guilt imprint ! 
Let thy mighty Spirit soften 

This my hardened heart of flint- 
Vain, alas! is all my groaning. 

For I fear the die is cast ; 
True, thy blood is all-atoning. 

But my day of grace is past. 

Saviour ! hear me or I perish ! 

None who lives is quite undone ; 
Still a ray of hope I'll cherish, 

'Till Eternity's begun. 
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CARE AND GENEROSITY. 
By Mr. Smart. 

OI-.D Care, with industry and art, 
At length so well had play'd his part. 
He heap'd up such an ample store. 
That av rice could not sigh for more : 
Ten thousand flocks his shepherds told. 
His coffers overflowed with gold ; 
The land all round him was his own. 
With corn his croxxd^d^ ^x^xy^w^ ^qtmv ., 
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tn short, so vast his charge and gain, 
IITiat to possess them was a pain ; 
^Vith happiness oppressed he hes, 
^nd much too prudent to be wise, 
^ear him there liv'd a beauteous maid, 
"With all the charms of youth array'd ; 
Crood, amiable, sincere, and free, 
3Fler name was Generosity. 
^Twas her's the largess to bestow, 
On rich and poor, on friend and foe. 
Her doors to all were opened wide, 
The pilgrim there might safe abide; 
For th' hungry and the thirsty crew. 
The bread she broke, the drink she drew : 
There sickness laid her aching head. 
And there distress could find a bed: 
Each hour, with an all-bounteous hand, 
Diffused she blessings round the land; 
Her gifts and glory lasted long, 
And num'rous was the accepting throng 
At length pale Penury seiz'd the dame, 
And Fortune fled, and Ruin cafme; 
She found her riches at an end, .^. 

And that she had not made one friend. * 
All curs'd her for not giving more, ' 

Nor thought on what she'd. done before. 
She wept, .^herav'd, she tore her hair, 
AVhen lo ! to comfort her came Care, 
And cry'd, my dear, if you will join 
Your hand in nuptial bonds with mine. 

All 
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AH will be well ; — you shall have store, 
Aiid I be plagu'd with wealth ^o more. 
Though I restrain your bounteous heart) 
You still shall act the generous part. 
The bridal came — great was the feast. 
And great the joy mat was express'd : 
The bride, in ninft moons, broughi himfoi 
A little maid of matchless worth ; 
Her face was mixt of care and glee. 
They named her CEconomy ; 
And stil'd her fair Discretion's queen* 
The mistress of the gloden mean. 
Now Generosity conBu'd, 
Is perfect easy in her mind ; 
She loves lo give, yet knows to spare^ 
Nor wishes to be free from Care. 
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